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The MEMOIRS of a very GREAT 
Lady at the Court of France. 
Written by HERSELF, 


In which the Artifices of deſigning Men are fully 
detected and expoſed ; and the Calamities they 
bring cn credulous believing Women, are par- 
ticularly related. 


Interſp<r,'d with Varicty of Entertaining Adventures 


tending to the Cultivating the Principles of Virtue 
and Hunuur. 


Tranſlated from the French of the Chevalicr 
De Movusy. 
By the Author of La Belle Aſſemble. 
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In TWO VoLUMEs. 


„„ . 


In vein are muy Merals taught in Schoah, 
By rigid Teachers, and as ripid Rules, 
Where Virtue with a frætuning A pet flands, 
And frights the Pupil from ber rough Commands ; 
But charming Miman can true C,nwerts make, 
W: letie the Precept for the Teacher's Sale; 
Virtue in them appears ſo brizht, ſo gay, 

Me bear tuith Tranſport, and with Pride obey. 
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WORK chiefly intended 
to inculcate the Principles 
of Virtue, can no where ſo juſtly 
hope Protection, as from a Lady, 
whoſe Patronage will give a dou- 


" 295 CR ble 


l * 
.- —— 
1 0 6 - — 7- a 


ly DER DICATION. 

ble Weight, to all the amiable 
Precepts contained in it, by being 
herſelf ſo ſhining an Example. 


Paternal Tenderncſs flial 
Duty and Affection the Ob- 
ligations of diſintereſted Friend- 
ſhip true Generofitty—— - 
Benevolence a ſoft Commi- 
ſeration for Diſtreſs, and the 
ſtricteſt Picty, can with no ſhew 
of Probability be carried to a 
more ſublime Pitch than in the 
following little Hiſtory, and I 
am very certain are Qualifications 


too dear to you, not to afford 
you 
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you Satisfaction in ſeeing them 
diſplayed, with all the Advan- 
tages they can receive, from the 
Pen of a Lady, whoſe Wit and 
Eloquence render her, at this 
Day, one of the greateſt Orna- 
ments of the French Court. 


The noble Authoreſs has 


doubtleſs done her part, and as 
I have taken the utmoſt Care that 


none of her Beauties ſhall ſuf- 


fer by being put into an Engliſb 
Dreſs, I flatter myſelf, Madam, 
with obtaining your pardon, for 
the liberty I take in laying my 


Endeavours 


' 
| 
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Endeavours at your Feet, and 


telling you in this publick manner, 
that I am with the moſt perfect 
Reſpect and Submiſſion, 


M ap 4 M, 
Your moſt humble, and 


moſt devoted Servant, 


ELiza Havywoop. 


OO tne... es. » 


PREFACE. 


Tranſlation of la Payſan Parvenu, 
from the French of the Cheva- 
lier Mouhi, having already ap- 
peared, we think it highly necceſſary to 
inform the Publick, that the following 
Sheets, tho they contain much the ſame 
Facts are not tranſlated from the ſame O- 


riginal, but from the real Manuſcript of 
the Marchioneſs de L 


certain that Lady committed ber Papers 
to 
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to the Chevalier, with a Defign to have 
them printed, and the Letters be has in- 
ſerted, were doubtleſs wrote by her to him 


for that purpoſe ; but ſome Accidents re- 


tarding the Publication for ſeveralMouths 
many of them were miſlaid, and the Mar- 
chioneſs being at that time at a con- 


[iderable diſtance from Paris, he was obli- 


ged to make up the Deficiency by the help 
of his Memory, and where that failed by 
his Invention; ſo that in many places, there 
is a wide Difference between what ſhe in- 
tended for the World, and what be bas 
preſented to it. 


It was from Madame de Melicourt, 


whoſe Hiſtory bas no inconſiderable Share 


in theſe Volumes, and who is flill no leſs dear 
to the admirable Authoreſs, than the Read- 
er will find ſhe was at the time they were 


wrote, 
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wrote, that an Engliſh Lady of Quality, 
now in Paris, procured the Copy of theſe 
intereſting Memoirs, and alſo Permiſſion 
to ſend it over to a Perſon, who ſhe is plea- 
fed to think qualified to do it juſtice, both 
as to the Spirit and Expreſſion. 


This we believe ſufficient to clear us 
from any finiſter Views in what we have 
done; but leaſt there ſhould be any ſo ſeru- 
pulouſly j uſt as to imagine a ſecond Tranſ- 
lation, a kind of Invaſion on the Property 
of the firſt, we beg leave to aſſure the Pub- 
lick, that this was begun long before the 
Country-Maid was advertiſed, tho laid 
afide for ſome time, on the account of a ſe- 
vere Indiſpgſition, and afterwards on bear- 
ing it was doing by another band; nor 
probably would ever have been reſumed, 
but on the Inſtances of the Lady above 


mentioned, 
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mentioned, and to reſcue the Characters 
of thoſe noble Perſons, whoſe Elegance of 
Stile, as well as Sentiments, Wit and Spi- 
rit, are moſt miſerably impaired through- 
out the whole Tranſlation from Mouhi. 
For the Truth of this we appeal to the 
Readers of it. Since it would be pre- 
Poſterous to quote particular Paſſages from 
a Work where all alike is dull and ſpirit- 
leſs, as indeed all Tranſlations will be 
where without any Conſiderations of the 
different Idioms of Languages, or any En- 
deavour, or perhaps Capacity of entring 
into the Soul of the Author, a flaviſh 
Adherence to the Letter only is obſerved, 
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VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


T is not without great Difficulty, that 
Perſons raiſed from the loweſt to the 
moſt elevated Station, conſent to 
mention the mean Original from 
which they ſprung : I do not pretend 
to diſtinguiſh frem what Principle this 
| Vanity is derived; but whatever it be, 
I conteſs, I feel a ſecret Repugnance i in doing it, which 
I ourht to be more aſnamed of than the Cauſe ; and tho? 
Reaſon and Religion have taught me to deſpiſe this Pre- 
judice, I cannot accuitcm mylelf to remember, with the 
Vaſe I could wiſh to do, that the Marchioneſs 4 
] V. who holds ſo high a Rank in the 


preſent World, was once no more than plain Jeanctta, 
the Daughter of Fob» P———, a poor Cleaver of 
Wood, in the Foreſt of Fountainbleau, 
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mentioned, and to reſcue the Character, 
of thoſe noble Perſons, whoſe Elegance of 
Stile, as well as Sentiments, Wit and Spi- 
rit, are moſt miſerably imbaired through- 
out the whole Tranſlation from Mouhi. 
For the Truth of this we appeal to the 
Readers of it. Since it would be pre- 
Poſterous to quote particular Paſſages from 
4 Work where all alike is dull and ſpirit- 
leſs, as indeed all Tranſlations will be 
where without any Conſiderations of the 
different Idioms of Languages, or any Eu- 
deavour, or perhaps Capacity of entring 
into the Soul of the Author, a laviſh 
Adberence to the Letter only is obſerved, 
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I is not without great Diflicu!ty, that 
© Perſons raiſed from the loweſt to the 
moſt elevated Station, conſent to 
mention the mean Original frem 
which they ſprung : I do not pretend 
to diſtinguiſh frem what Principle this 
Vanity :s derived; but whatever it be, 
I con'teſs, I feel a ſecret Repugnance in doing it, which 
I ought to be more aſnamed ct than the Cauſe; and tho? 
Reaſon and Religion have taught me to deſpiſe this Pre- 
judice, I cannot accuitcm mylelt to remember, with the 
1:aſe I could wiſh to do, that the Marchioneſs 4 
7 V. who holds ſo high a Rank in the 
preſent World, was once no more than plain Tearctta, 
the Daughter of 70 P————, a poor Cleaver of 
Wood, in the Foreſt of Fountainbleau, 
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From this mean Source, however, I derive my Be- 
ing; he was Head Gardener to the Count de N , 
my \{other waited on Madam Ja Counteſs, and found 
ſomeu hat in him which inſpired her with a Paſſion, 
which not all the Remonſtrances of her Lady (to whom 
ſhe was extremely dear) could over- power. In fine ſhe 
married him, ſo was oblig'd to ſhare his Fortune; which, 
though mean at the firit, became ſtill worſe, by both 
being diſcharg'd from the Family on Account of this 
Marriage, which was lock'd upon as very diſpropor- 
tionable, my Mother being of a much better Deſcent, as 
well as Education. | | 

My Father afterwards took a little Cottage in a Ham- 
let near the Caſtle, and for the Subſiſtance of his Fami- 
Iv was reduced to work in the Foreſt, in the manner I 
have already related. But what Toils! What Scarcities 
cannot be chearfully ſuſtain'd for the Sake of an Ob- 
ject for whom we have a fincere Affection. -M y 
Father underwent with Pleaſure thoſe Labours he was 
uſed but to direct; and my Mother regretted not the 
Lois of thoſe Delicacies to which ſhe had been accuſ- 
tomed Love ſoſtned every Care made every 
Furthen light, and happy in each other they ſeem'd to 
wiſh for nothing more. 

I was the frit Fruit of their Marriage, and my Birth 
ſo far {rom creating any Diſquiet, ſeem'd to them to be 
a Preſage of better Fortune; how right theſe Conjectures 
were the Sequel of my Adventures will determine. 

My Mother, who had ſome time before I was born 
been reſtor'd to the good Graces of the Counteſs, ſo far 
as to be permitted to attend her frequently at the Caſtle, 
from whence ſhe never rcturn'd without ſome Preſent, 
had now a Confirmation that her Ladyſhip ſtill retain'd 
great Part of the Affection ſhe formerly had for her, by 
her offering to hold me at the Font, and giving me that 
Name, which mult remain with me in all Alterations of 
Fortune. 

The Counteſs choſe for her Partner in the Honour ſhe 
did us the Marquis De L V—— , who lived 
in the Neighbourhood, and was extremely intimate 1 


) 
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My Baptiſm was ſolemniz'd with a Pomp 
more befitting the Condition of the illuſtrious Goſſips, 
than that of the Perſon to whom they did this Honour ; 
and our Family experienced the Sweets of it, by the Pre- 
ſents uſual on ſuch Occaſions. 

The firſt Years of my Infancy paſs'd over without any 
thing remarkable ; but as ſoon as I was of an Age capa- 
ble of liſtning to Inſtruction, my Mother was always 
giving me Leſſons of that Reſerve, which Perſons of my 
Sex ought to obſerve to thoſe of the other : She often 
told me that Virtue and Diſcretion might be the Portion 
of all Conditions, and to give a greater Weight to her 
Precepts, related to me many Examples of young Maids, 
who from a low Degree, had been raiſed to Greatneſs, 
by a ſtrict Adherence to the Rules ſhe laid down for my 
Behaviour ; and of others who had fallen into extreme 
Miſery and Infamy, by ſwerving from them. Living 
ſeveral Years with the Counteſs, and attending her to 
Court, and in many Partics of Pleaſures, had given her a 
great Knowledge of the World, and furniſh'd her with a 
Variety of Hiſtories of this Sort; and to do her Jultice, 
ſhe knew fo well how to embelliſh them in the Recital, 
that they were not only an agreeable Amuſement to me 
at that Time, but alſo made ſuci an Impreſſion on my 
Alind, as was not eaſy to be eraced, and were of infinite 
Service to me, in the various Accidents that afterwards 
befell me. 

As I had never known a better State, I repined not 
at, nor indeed was ſenſible of the Miſery of ours, and 
the only Trouble I felt was at the Murmurings of a Bro- 
ther and Siſter I had, who, tho' younger than myſelf, 
were obliged to aſſiſt my Father in his Work, while I 
was kept at Home with my Mother in leſs painful Em- 
ployments; the greateſt Part of my Labours being to 
carry them their Dinner. This partial Diſtinction as 
they termed it, occaſioned ſuch bitter Complaints, that 
my Father ſometimes could not refrain taking Part in 
them; and ſeldom a Day paſs'd in which my Mother 
had not ſome freſh Motive to lament that rude and 
clowniſh manner, which N are apt to contract in 
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ſuch mean Occupations ; ard ſhe 8 ſaid it ſeem'd 
to her, as if the Toils of the Body had an Influence on 
the Mind, and render'd it incapable of any refined or 
or cbevated Ideas. 

As there was, however, ſome Regard paid to my 
Mother, the Fury of their Relentment fell upon me, 
u hich grew more grievous to me, as my Notions became 
every Day more delicate; and here was my firſt Oppor- 
tunity of exerting that Patience and Reſignation to the 
Divine Will, which had been inſtill'd into me from my 
mot early Tears. But notwithſtanding all the Precepts 
which had been given me, and the conitant Admonitions 
my Ears were perpetualiy filled with, to caft all my 
Cares on that Supreme Being, who could alone relieve 
tum; J have ſince found, and ſet it down as a Maxim, 
on iecellecting what Sentiments I had at that Time, 
that Vanity is inſeparable from Youth. I remember 
very well, that when I came to be avout the Age of 
"Thirteen, I reſented every little Infalit with a kind of 
Diſdain of thoſe that ofter'd it; and would often tell 
them they uſed me in that manner, only becauſe they 
knew no better, Ire iruth is, I then begin to grow 
ſond of myſeif, and to imagine I had ſomething extra- 
ordinary about me: Every boly ſaid I was pretty 
ors prais'd my Eyes another my Moutt 'ome 
my Complection —and others the fine turn of my 
Nect In fine, every Part had its Adinirers, and 
] eafiiy believed all I heard to my Advantage; but what 
moſt contributed to advance the good Opinion I now en- 
tertain'd of myſelf was this. 

I was ſent one Day to the Caſile with ſome Cream 
for the Countets : I had always Admiſſion to her Toilet, 
and a Gentleman happening to be with her at that 
Time, ſhe preſented me to him as her God-Daughter, 
He finding ſomething in me agreeable to his 
Taite, I ſuppoſe, cry'd out ſeveral times, Heavens ! 
how lovely ſhe is! What a Set of Features are 
there ! What a Skin what Eyes !-———_ —O 
Madam ! What will not thoſe Eyes be capable of when 
animated with tender Sentiments ! He was run- 


Virgm's Viftory, 5 


nivs on in this manner, when the Counteſs interrupted 
him ; ſaying good Monſieur don't teach her theſe Things 


Vanity is too {con learned go, go, Frantt- 
/a, continued the, you muit not regard what Monſieur 
ſays———he talks in this manner to every body, This 
put me into a great Confuſion, I bluſt”d and obey'd, at- 
ter paying my Obedience in the belt manner I could, 
and, indeed, was glad when I was out of the Room. 

As on my ſetting down to write theſe Memoirs of my- 
ſelf, I intended them as a kind of Rlirror, wherein 
iny Sex might view themſelves, and perceive by what 
{wift Degrees Errors, if not timely repelled, gain Eu- 
trance into the Heart, it would not anſu er the good End 
I aim'd at, to corceal any of thoſe Weakneſles, 
which want of thinking juiily made me guilty of: 1 
therefore frankly own, that what this gay Monſieur liad 
ſaid to me in the Counteſs's Chamber, had a great Im- 
preſſion on me. [ was elevated beyond Rleaſure at 
his Praiſes -I forgot not the leaſt Word, but was 
vex'd I could not comprehend the meaning of one Is 
preſſion : I was never from the Glats, when n. 
Mother's Abience gave me an Opportunity, and cry'd 
to myſelf, What is it that my Eyes avill be capable of do- 
ing, wwhen animated with tender Sentiments ? 1 
wanted impatiently to know what thoſe tender Senti- 
ments were, that I might try the Effect of them in my 
Eyes; and the ſimple manner in which I reaſoned on 
this Subject, has ſince been matter of Diverſion to me, 
when unbent from Reflections of a more ſolid Nature. 
Not the molt perfe&t Innocence is exempt from 
ſome Share of Vanity we Women ſcem to be 
born with a deſire of Admiration to wiſh to be 
thought beautiful is in a manner inherent to our Com- 
Poſition whoever praiſes us is ſure of pleiling us, 
tho” otherwiſe not worthy our Regard ; and it is only 
Time, Reaſon, and Experience can convince us, that in 
be loved only by thoſe we love, is all can make 35 
truly happy, and that the PerfeQtions of the Aliud, act 
inhnitely preferable to thoſe of the Body. 
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Some few Days aſter I had ſufficient matter to gratify this, 
at that Time, only Paſſion of my young Heart : As I was 
returning from the Foreſt where I had carried ſome Re- 
freſhment to my Father, I perceived a Company of Horſe- 
men coming towards me; ſo drew off to the Roadſide, the 
better to obſerve them as they paſs'd. I had never 
ſeen the King, but had heard great Talk of him, and as 
1 knew he was in thoſe Parts, was in hopes he was 
among this Troop, and I might fatisſy my Curioſity. 
The Picture I had drawn of him in my Mind, from the 
Admiration and Love with which I had always heard 
him mentioned, was all ſhining like the Sun, and ſo far 
diſtinguiſhable from ihe reſt of Mankind, that I doubted 
not but I ſhould know him in the midſt of his Atten- 
dants When they came near, I look'd earneſtly tor 
ſuch a Figure as my Fancy had formed; but the whole 
Company being all of the moſt Grand Appearance, I 
found I had deceiv'd myſelf, and growing quite impa- 
tient, ſeeing moſt of them were palt, I ran haſtily up to 
one of them; crying aloud, Sir, I beſeech you ſhew me 
the King. 5 never ſaw him in my Liſe 
That I will, my pretty Maid, anſwer'd the Perſon I 
addreſs'd, who was extremely handſome ; that is he 
which, Sir, cry'd I ?—Give me your Hand, rejoined 
he, and pointing with it, there, ſaid he, is the King on 
the White Horſe. Yes, yes, cryed I again, that is the 
King for certain Good God, how charming he is! 
Iiow happy ſhould I be, if he did not ride fo faſt !—-O 
dear, he is gone already He could not help imi- 
ling at my Exclamations; but as I afterwards found had 
all this Time been conſidering me with the utmoſt At- 
tention. How lovely, Tia he, i> this Simplicity, 
how preferable to all the Arts our Court-Ladies put in 
practice Where do von live, my little Dear, 
cry'd he: in that Village, Sir, replied I, point- 
ing to it —— —A— Will you give me leave to come and 
ſee you there? Reſumed he. If it depended on 


me, Sir, anſwered I, your Viſit would not be unwel- 
come; but I am not my own Miſtreſs. 
laid he, leave it to me 


As for that, 
I ſhall contrive NMeans 
without 
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without occaſioning you any Blame. He had ſcarce 
ended theſe Words, when another ne Gentleman comes 
galloping back to him, crying, the King calls for you 
Marquis. His Majeſty muſt know what Buſineſs 
this pretty Maid has with you; and what was the Mo- 
tive of that Surprize ſhe teſtined in ſo pleaſant a Nlan- 
ner, as we pals'd by her Beauty and Innocence have 
intereſted the whole Court. I do not wonder at it, ſaid 
the Marquis, you ſee how handſome ſhe is her 
native Lovelineſs exceeds any thing I ever law 
for my Part I think, ſhe nct only merits the Notice our 
Royal Maſter has taken of her; but alſo that be 
ſhould confer greater Favours on her; and it ſhall not 
be my Fault, if the has not reaſon to think this Adven- 
ture very fortunate for her. Nor mine, rcjoin'd the 
other, looking on me in a Faſhion which I then was far 
from comprehending, where docs the live? She is 
ſurprizingly beautifal ———— Jam deſperately in lore 
with her. At theſe Words he ofter'd to alight, which 
put me into ſuch a Conſternation, that without taking 
any leave, or thanking the Marquis for his Civilitiee, 
I ran as ſaſt as I could toward our Village: Stay ! Stay, 
pretty Maid! Cry'd the Marquis, no body intends ycu 
any harm. He added ſomewhat more, but I 
made too much haſte to hear him ; never looking back 
till I was almoſt at our own Door. I then turn'd about, 
and faw only one Chevalier at the Place I ran from, 
which I ſoon after diſtinguiſh'd to be the Marquis; the 
other I ſuppoſe being gone back after the King. I went 
in, full of what had paſs'd, and when recovered from 
the little Terror I had been in, was highly delighted 
with the Compliments had received ——— My Mo- 
ther had too much Penetration not to perceive, I was 
more than ordinarily taken up with ſomething, and 
would needs know what it was, nor did I ſcruple to 
make her an exact Recital. 

I excuſe your Curioſity, ſaid ſhe as ſoon as I had end- 
ed, for his Sake who occaſion'd it z but I would have 
you be more reſerved for the future: It was not a Fault 
to addreſs yourſelf to the Marquis, becauſe, perhaps, it 
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was the only Means you had of finding out the King; 
but remember you ought never to ſuffer yourſelf to be 
dazzled with Pomp and Equipage you have ſpoke 
ef this Aſtair, and deſcribed the Perſon and Gallantry of 
the Marquis, with a Warmth not becoming a Maid 
of your Age and Rank.—————Ah ! Feanetta 
Feanctta, you mult have no Eyes, nor Ears, for Per- 
{ons of his high Character the Complaiſance they 
aſſume the tender Looks they put on the 
Praiſcs they give you, are but ſo many Flatteries, and 
Snares laid to entrap your Innocence, and draw you in- 
to Miſchiefs, from which if ever you are able to diſin- 
tangle yourſelf,it caunot be done without great Difficulty 
and bitter Feart-achings. Þ ll tell you, continued ſhe, 
n Accident that happened in this Village, ſoon after we 
came to lett'e in it, which will ſhew you what Mileries 
ace naturally the Conſequence of Vanity and Credulity. 


The Hiſtory of CHARLOTTA, 


S was the only Daughter of a Perſon, whoſe ſole 
Publilance was a large Orchard on the Skirts of this 
„met, which rotwith!tanding he fo well cultivated, 
tit the Profts brou oht lim in ſuflicient to maluta in bis 
Fam)! 'y in a Cecent Manner. 
diipoied of to thoſe who icld it again, ard the fine Sort 
le eber ſent his Daughter with, or carry'd himſelf to 
the {ſoules of the Ne! wiy : Every body blamed lim 
jor ſmding the young C/ crl:tta on fach Errands, which 
e-u'd not fail of lav: mY her Ender di ngerous Temptations 3 
bat the great Prices fhe a'ways got, made l. .m deaf ty 
ary Remonſtrances on that ſcore. 


' She 


The ordinary Fruit he 
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She was extremely beautiful, well ſhape], and had 
ſomething in her Air far above her Degree ; theie Per- 
f-&ions added to the ſweeteſt Temper in the World. 
made her beloved by al! that knew her; and mean as 
ſhe was, ſeveral advantagious Matches were propoſed to 
her; but ſhe refaſed all Offers of that kind, and telti- 
fied ſo great an Averſion to Marriage, that as well to 
gratify ner Inclination to a ſingle Life, as to encreaſe 
his own Gains by the Favours the daily received at thoſe 
Houſes where ſhe carry*d Fruit; he did not ent greatly 
preſs her to change her Condition, for ſome Years; but 
at laſt beginning to reile&t, that if Providence ſnauld 
take him from her, it would be a melancholy thing to 
leave her unſettled in the World; and a very wealthy 
Perion at that Time happening to make his Addtreſtes, 
hie omitted nothing to prevail with her, to recæive him 
as a Man ſhe could approve of for a Partner for L. ite: 
But young Charlctta was not to be moved, either by the 
Aſſiduities of her Lover, or the Admonitions of her Fa- 
ther; and when urged by him, ſeemed to have ſuch an 
Abhorrence to obey him in this Point, that he could not 
re ſolve to lay any Conſtraint on the Inclinations of a 
Child, Who in all things ele was the moit dutifal Crea- 
tate that ever Was. 

Her Retolution being known, deterr'd many others 
from oſfering themſelves, aud ſhe was more free than ſue 
had been from any Importunities, then which ſhe defired 
rothing more; and I have heard her fay a thouſand 
times, that ſhe did not believe Heaven tad ever created 
a Man capable of inſpiring her with a Wiſh of being 
his. 

But alas, Feanctta, continued my Mother with a 
Sigh, how littie do we know ourſelves in this Point; 
the fatal Time at laſt arrived, when tue hitherto infenti- 
ble Carlotta became the Victim of a Paſhon ſhe before 
deſpiſed. 

Going one Day to Fozrtainbleau to ſe'] Fruit, the 
heard ſome body call to her from a Window: On this 
ſhe went to Epuſe, and was met at the Door by a Ser- 
vant, who carry'd her into an Apartment magn:icently 

B 5 turniſh'd. 
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{urniſl'd. A Gentleman of a graceful Appearance was 
ſitting in an eaſy Chair, and as ſoon as he ſaw her, 
| come in, pretty Maid, ſaid he, let's fee your Fruit, it 
| ſhould be fair if like yourſelf. As for that, Sir, an- 
ſwercd ſhe, I don't pretend to any Fairneſs; but as to 
my Fruit, there is none more nice in the whole King- 
dom. With theſe Words ſhe uncover'd her Baſket, and 
began to ſet it forth to all the Advantage ſhe could, not 
obterving the Perſon ſhe was before, nor that inſtead of 
looking on the Fruit, he was all the time conſidering her 

with the utmott Attention. 
| This Nobleman, who was no leſs a Perſon than the 
| Duke De „ was about Twenty-four Years of 
Age, a handſome Man, and full of amorous Inclina- 
tions, for tne Gratification of which, he entirely dedi- 
cated a certain Part of his Income; but had a high No- 
tion of Honour, and never made uſe of any Treachery 
to gain his Ends himſelf, thoagh he wink'd at it in Du- 
pin nis Valet de Chambre, who mangaged all theſe Af- 
zairs for him, and ſcrupled nothing to accompliſh them. 
Tie innocent Charins of Charlotta ſoon made a 
Conyueſt of his Heart: He lcok'd on her with Eyes, 
which ſpoke the utmoſt Paſſion ——— bow lovely, 
cry'd he, is every thing about you! 
imagine ſuch Beauty was the Produce of a Cottage! 
never ſaw any thing ſo perfectly agrecable ! 
O Sir, ſaid ſhe, you fine Gentlemen take a 
Pleaſure in diverting yourſelves with ſuch poor Girls as 
myſelf, who you know can't make any Reply to ſuch 
Ccmpliments. No, pretty Creature, interrupted the 
Puke, I ſcorn to ſay any thing I don't think, and if 
vou were acquainted with my Character, you wou'd 
know that I was the ſincereſt Man on Earth; but ſince 
vou don't believe me, 1 have done, Poor Char/o!ta's 
Vanity had made her pleaſed with the Praiſes given her 
by this Nobleman, ard theugh ſhe would have conceal'd 
it, it was not in her power. 1 don't pretend to ſay, 
Sir, reſumed ſhe, that I lave any reaſen to think you 
mean any harm: Not in the lealt, replied the Duke, ur 
willing to fright her from coming again, no body wiſkes 
you 


Who could 
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you better I only think you are very pretty and very 
innocent, and ought to be encouraged ; ſo will buy all the 
Fruit you have, and ſhall be glad if you bring me more 
another time. With theſe Words he made her a 
little Bow and went out of the Room, ordering his Va- 
let de Chambre to take care of her. Dupin knew very 
well what he was to do: he treated her with great Re- 
ſpect, made her breakfaſt in the Larder, paid her double 
the Worth of her Fruit, and under the Pretence of en- 
quiring where it grew, learn'd her Place of Abode: He 
made her Promiſe to come again, and magnifed his Ma- 
ſter's Honour and Generofity, in ſuch a manner, that 
ſhe came away highly ſatisfied with her ne Cuſtomer, 
and determined to go again in a ſhort Time. 

Her Father was pleas'd with the advantageous Market 
ſae had made that Day, and the Proſpect of ſelling his 
Fruit upon the ſame Terms for the future, made him 
ſend her to Town two Days after: She did not fail go- 
ing to the Duke's, and had immediate Admittance to 
him; his Behaviour was extremely tender, but offer'd 
not the leaſt Freedom unbecoming Modeſty, ſo ſie re- 
turned more ſatisfed and more elated than before. 

The third Time ſhe went, the Duke ſeeing her from 
the Window, opened the Door to her himſelf, and be- 
ing an extreme handſome Man and greſs'd to the utme ſt 
Advantage, Charl:tta took but too much notice of him; 
and he too well ſkilled in the Language of the Eycs, 
eaſily perceived the Impreſſion he had made. | 

You ſeem ſurprized, my pretty Maid, ſaid he, to fee 
me come to the Door myſelf; but all. my Servants are 
out of the way ———— they often ſerve me thus 

they know I don't know how to chide, ard 
impoſe upon my Good- nature; but come in, con- 
tinued he, we'll chat a little till ſome of them return. 
In ſpeaking this he led her into a Parlour, furniſhed and 
adorned in the moſt rich and elegant manner. Char- 
lotta's Eyes were perſectly dazzled with the Splendor of 
every thing ſhe ſaw, and could not help crying our, 


Heavens! What a ſine Place! Yes, my ſweet One, re- 


plied the Duke, I think it ſo now you are in it.. 
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et ion. and ide aide vour Basket —— lil Late it 
jo, Continues he, Endivg te made a Dithculty, T am an 
„ter Y nemy iQ al, Ceremony. With this he gently forced 
Fer on a Chair, and placing himieit very near her; my 
Valet de Chambre. ſaid he, informs me you live at 
by ,the next Time I pais that Way, Ill call and 
ent ſome Cream with you; 1 am a great Lover of it, 
and ſhail think it doubly delicious, when it comes 
from vour Hand. She made no other Anſwer to theſe 
Words, than a low Bow, nor, indeed, had ſhe the 
Power, her Spirits were in ſo great an Agitation: He 
ſeeing her Confation went on, I'll tell you a Secret, ad- 
ded he, from the firſt Moment I caſt my Eyes upon 
your Face, my Heart became entirely devoted to you, 
1 have neither thought, nor dreamt of any thing but 
J 0 in fine, I love you, and if I could cbtam 
return of Affection, ſhould look on myſelf as the 
happieſt of Mankind, ———$;eak, my Angel, 
purtued he, taking her Hand, may I hope to be fo 
bleft? What can 1 fay, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, in a 
Voice faultering with Confuſion ? This is the firſt time 
1 ever heard ſuch things. 
ner I ought to take ſuch Speeches as Favours, or the 
contrary ; but the Simplicity of a Country Lite 
tnzt lovely Simplicity, cry'd he, interrupting her, gives 
the grcateſt I. uſtre to your Charms bow adorable 
wou:d ſome Ladies be that I krowy, were they as igno- 
rant of their Perfections . are and yet that 
very Ignorance renders me unhappy you don't 
nder ſtand me you c:r.not comprehend what *tis 
feel for you O! how wretched muſt I be, if 
042 grow not more ſenſible of my Paſſion ——ceureſt 
'ovelie! ſweeteſt Creature——al this Time 
he grained her Hand bet een his, kiſs'd it with Vehe- 
mc..ce, and ſometimes wetted it with his Tears. The 
ladreſſes that Char lotta hid hitherto received, Lud been 
in 10 diffcrent a manner, that ſite was quite con ſounded 
t this. $ne doubted not, Lovercr, if it was ſincere, and 
imagin'd he waz overwheim'd with Affiction; Vanity 
and II. clinat. on conſpired to ſubdue her Ileart; and os 


I wiſh I knew wne- 


— 
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be loved to ſuch a Degree by a Man of his Quality 
ſeemed ſo great an honour, that ſhe knew not how to 
refule him any thing, though aſhamed to grant 
the Perplexity of her Thoughts pervented her from 
ſpeaking or withdrawing her Hand, which at laſt he 
took Courage to put into his Boſom feel, charm- 
ing Maid, the Condition of my Heart how it flutters 
as it would burſt my Breaſt Yes, it will burſt 
and I ſhall die before your Eyes, if you conſent not to 
reward my Paſſion. O! Heaven forbid ! cry'd 
the believing Maid, 'twere better I had ne'er been born 
could I have foreſeen this, I never would have 
come into your Houſe. No, that I cannot wiſh, re- 
ply'd he, you kill me, indeed, yet the Wounds you give 
are ſuch as I would not be without———even Death from 
you 15 welcome 


how much more then would Lite 
yes, you muſt let me live, and live the happieſt 
of Mortals with theſe Words he attempted to take 
This really frighted her, ſhe roſe 
haſtily up, and told him ſhe now found it was time to 
leave him. She gave with theſe Words a ſudden 
Spring toward the Door; but he no leſs nimble and 
equally agitated by his Deſires, as ſhe by her Fears, got 
between her and it, and cry'd out———.-you muſt not 
go, my Ange! you are Miſtreſs here, and ſhall 
command me in every thing —E— I'll do what- 
ever you require—— —Pll make a Settlement on you, 
ſhall put you on the Level with Quality, and if ever you 
are diſpos'd to marry, will give you a Fortune.—l am too 
young and unexperienced, reply'd ſhe, to know how to 
judge of ſuch offers therefore, for Heaven's ſake 
let me go. She fell a weeping bitterly while ſhe ſpoke 
this, and the Duke with all his Eloquence had much ado 
to pacify her, till Dupin coming in put an end to her 
Apprehenſions, and the Duke convinced this was not the 
way to bring her to his Purpoſe, and that he had gone 


too fir, ſuftered her to depart. , 


But notwithſtanding the Repulſe ſhe had given him, 
ſhe return'd Home with a Diſquiet of Mind of which 
Love was the Source: The Preſſures of ſo great and fo 

| handſome 
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handſome a Man had their Effect; her Heart was en- 
inared, and in a ſmall Time ſhe languiſhed fer another 
Interview ; though, no longer ignorant of his Deſigns, ſhe 
had too much Virtue, to put herſelf again into his power. 
But this Conſtraint on her Inclinations was of Prejudice 
to her Health, ſhe grew pale, penſive, and was not the 
ſame Creature ſhe had been, as we all took notice of. 

Several Days paſs'd over without her hearing any 
thing from the Duke, and her Inquietudes encreas'd to 
ſuch a Degree, that ſhe began almoſt to repent the Seve- 
rity of her Behaviour ; ſhe fancied ſhe might have liſt- 
ened to him, yet itil! have preſerv'd her Innocence, and 
wiſh'd ſome Chance might throw her in his way, with- 
out her ſeeming to de & it. In this Diſpoſition, ſo fa- 
vourable to his Wiſhes, d ſhe continue till her ill Genius 
brought about the Completion of Deſires, ſo fatal to her 
in the End. 

The Duke came to the Village, and enquiring after a 
Man, whoſe Daughter came to Town with Fruit ſome- 
times, was ſoon directed to his Houſe. The Gar- 
dener was tranſported, that ſo great a Man vouchſafed 
to honour his Orchard with his Preſence, and waited on 
him through all the Walks of it, ſhewing the Variety of 
Fruits he had, and entertaining him with the Methods, 
by which he brought ſuch and ſuch a Tree to Perfection. 

While the Father was thus taken up with the Dake ; 
the ſubtle Valet de Chambre took the Opportunity of 
talking to the Daughter: He made uſe of all his Arti- 


fice to ſeduce her to Fountainbleau, and gratify his Ma- 


ſter's P aſſion. 
. He magnified the Birth, Riches, and Perſon of the 
Duke, deſcribed the Advantages attending an Amour 
with a Man of his Rank and uncommon Generchity ; 
but Charlotta's Modeſty not ſuffering her to hear wit h 
Patience any Arguments on that Head, he changed 
his manner of Difourſe, and aſſumed the Appearance of 
Virtue to draw her into Vice. I only ſay, reſumed 
the crafty Purveyor of his Maſter's Pleaſures, that a 
Woman might think herſelf extremely happy to be the 
Duke's Miſtreſs ; but the Love he has for . a 
. rent 
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different kind; in fine, pretty Charlotta, ſaid he, it is 
your own Fault if you are not his Wife. The very 
mention of the Word Wife, made her Heart ſpring with 
Joy ; but concealing it as well as ſhe was able. O!I 
cannot think of that, anſwer'd ſhe, there is too great an 
Inequality between us there is ſo, indeed, re- 
ſumed he, yet it may be brought about tis true 
the Duke is not wholly determined; but if you will 
come into the Meaſures I propoſe, I know him well 
enough to promiſe you Succeſs. But, added he, 


- you muſt conſider how great he is, and how mean you 


are, and not expect to be addreſs'd in the Faſhion of 
great Ladies — you muſt rather humour him, and 
appear grateful for the Honour he does you what 
tho' he was a little free with you, you ſhould not have 
refrained coming the more he ſees you, the more 
will his Paſſion encreaſe ; and ſuch a Proſpect of Ad- 
vantage ought not to be neglected for a fooliſh Punctilio. 
By ſuch like crafty Inſinuations he ſtagger'd her Reſolu- 
tion; Love and Ambition prevail'd, and ſhe promiſed 
to come the next Day to Town, to ſee, as he told her, 
that there was no ill Deſign harbour'd againſt her Vir- 
tue. 

As ſoon as they came Home, Dupin acquainted the 
Duke with the Progreſs he had made, and repreſented 
to him, that if he hoped to compaſs his Deſigns, it was 
abſolutely neceſſary, he ſhould veil them under an ho- 
nourable Pretence. | 

The Duke, though given to ſome Exceſſes, had a great 
Senſe of Honour, as I have before obſerved, and was 
angry that Dupin had made any ſuch Promiſes to Char- 
lotta what ſaid he, though I love the Girl to 
Diſtraction, I value my own Character yet more 
nor will enter into Engagements with her, which I mean 
not to perform much leſs could all her Innocence 
tempt me to marry her——— there is nothing can ex- 
cuſe ſuch prepoſterous Matches. I never ſhould be 
weak enough to follow the Example of Monſieur 


u Who in order to gratify his Paſſion, was guilty of a thou- 


land Extravagancies, and then to crown the Folly 2 
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ried his own Servant. Some ſay her Virtue and 
Diſcretion merited that Honour; but I ſhoald never 
have forgiven the Artifices ſhe made uſe of to gain her 
Ends. Another alſo of my Acquaintance married a 
Baker's Daughter after he had debauch'd her. She got in 
League with his Valet de Chambre, he acted the Part 
of an Apparition, and at dead of Night threatened him 
with eternal Perdition, if he did not attone the Wrong he 
had done her by marrying he, the next Day: The Gen- 
tleman was afraid of Spirits, and the Plot ſucceeded. 
The Count of ———!. til ſeſs to be pitizd, who by 
an Accident owing his Life o a poor Girl married her, 
to ſave the Payn en of 2-00 Crowns that he had pro- 
miſed her. — l cou'd enumerate many ſuch ridicu- 
lous Inſtances ; but in be aſſured I ſhall never add to 
the Number; ſo falke your own Meaſures for to bring 
Charlotta to my Arms. I confeſs myſelf poſſeſs'd of 
the molt vehement deſire of poſſeſſing her; but remem- 
ber that I will neither make nor keep any Promiſe in- 
conſiſtent with my Quality. | 

Dupin would fain have perſuaded him, however, to 
talk in an ambiguous manner to Charltta when ſhe came; 
but all he could bring him to was not to contradit what 
he had ſaid to her. This Wretch had therefore a hard 
Taſk of it; but ſo it will be when Servants endeavour 
to render themſelves uleful to their Maſters, only by pro- 
moting their Vices. 

When Charlotta came he entertain'd her a long Time 
before ſhe went into the Duke, and at laſt ſucceeded fo 
well in his wicked Arguments, that ſhe really beliey'd 
their was the ſtrongeſt Probability of her becoming a 
Dutcheſs : In order to which ſne was not to inſiſt on be- 
ing made ſo, but to leave every thing to the Duke's 
Love and Generoſity. 

The Converſation the Duke had with her, flatter d the 
Hopes Dupin had inſpired her with : He treated her 
with Reſpect, took no Liberties unbecoming Modeſty to 

nt, and only told her he loved her without mention 
ing what End he propos'd by it. So that now believing 
Dupin had been ſincere in his Advice, ſue agreed to pats 
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a Week at Fountainbleau, on Condition her Father would 
give his Conſent. The Buſineſs was ſoon brought about, 
a Meſſage was contrived, as from the Duke's Mother to 
the Gardener, deſiring him to ſend his Daughiter to ber 
for a ſew Days; the old Man, far from any Guile him- 
ſelf, ſuſpected not the Artifice, and was tranſported with 
the Honour done him. 

A fine Apartment was hired for her Reception, and 
Cloaths and ewels provided to adorn her; ſo that ſhe 
thought herſelf a Dutcheſs indeed: Dazzled with the 
Splendor of every 'Thing about her, and indulged in all 
the Luxuries of Life; the look'd back on her Village 
with Contempt and Loathing: The Duke viſited her 
twice or thrice every Day, her Paſſion for him every 
Day was heightned by his Converſation; and though 
he ſaid not one Word of marrying her, Dupin had ſo 
fully prevail'd on her, to believe the ſureſt Way to,make 
him do ſo, was to depend entirely on his Honour, that 
ſhe never urged him on that Article ; and on his taking 
the Advantage of a ſoft Moment at laſt, he obtain'd that 
from her, which ought to have been yieldeu only to a 
Huſband. | 

Every Day ſhe expected the Effect of the Promiſes 
made her by Dupin, and while this hope remain'd was 
perſectly happy; but Time flipping away, and ſhe find- 
ing herſelf with Child, theſe Golden Dreams began to 
vaniſh, and ſhe awoke to real Miſery ; when taking the 
Liberty to mention to the Duke what had been ſaid to 
ber by Dupin, he utterly diſown'd it all; and told her he 
had never given him any Commiſſion to act in that man- 
ner. She raved, tore her Hair, was ready to lay vio- 
lent Hands on herſelf; but he was little moved, his Paſ- 
hon was ſated, and he defired nothing more than to get 
rid of her not but he pitied her; and to alle- 
viate her Sorrows oſfer'd to give her 3000 Crowns for a 
Provifton for her Child and Self, on Condition ſhe would 
make no Noite of the Affair this drove her to Ex- 
tremes——ſhe told him ſhe deſpiſed his Money 
that ſhe yielded on the Aſſurances given her by a Per- 
ſon, who ſhe knew was acquainted with his molt ſecret 
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Thoughts and vowed to proclaim the Injuſtice had 
been don to all the World. This ſo much in- 
cenſed the Duke, that he left her without even bidding 
her Farewel ; and his Birth and Employment demand- 
ing his Attendance on the King, went directly to Paris, 
where the Court then was. 

Before his Departure he conſulted with Dapin what 
was beſt to be done, to prevent her Deſperation from 
being of Prejudice to his Character; and that crafty Vil- 
Jain having already contrived the Means, entreated him 
to take no farther care about it, for he would undertake 
to manage the Affair ſo as ſhe ſhould be no trouble to him. 
This young Nobleman was an Enemy to Con- 
ſideration on any thing, which he look'd upon ſo much 
beneath him as Charlotta; therefore proceeded on his 
Journey, leaving Dupin behind him to make good his 
Word. 

This Monſter, for he deſerves no other Name, pur- 


ſued my Mother, no ſooner ſaw his Lord was gone than 


he went to Charlatta's Apartment: He found her in bitter 
Agonies, and bewailing her Misfortune in Terms, that 
would have melted any Heart but his. At the Sight of 
him, her Lamentations were mingled with Reproaches 
and Exclamations on his Perfidy. He liſtened to her 
with a compoſed Countenance, and when ſhe had rail'd 
herſelf almoſt out of Breath: Well, beautiful Charltta, 
faid he, I would not interrupt you, becauſe the going too 
haſtily from the Extreme of one Paſſion to another, 
might be fatal ; but now I ſee you more in a Condition to 
receive the News I bring you, permit me to wiſh you 
Joy of the great Fortune you are going to receive 

hat! Do you inſult me too, cry'd ſhe? Far be it 
from me, anſwer'd he; no, Madam, the Duke has made 
the Trial he intended | had you accepted of the 
3000 Crowns be offered, he never would have ſeen you 
more ; but as you refuſed ic with ſo noble an Air, and 
regarded nothing without the Poſſeſſion of his Perſon in 
an honourable Way, he finds you worthy of being what 
you wiſh to be, and in a few Days will make you his Wife. 
The natural Vanity of Charlotta made her think mr 


5 
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he tel d her was feaſible; but being willing to be more 
confirm'd, where is he, ſaid ſhe, if he deſigns to make 
me happy, why does he not come and let me hear the blei- 
fed Tidings from his own Mouth? He would have done 
ſo, reply'd he, but a ſpecial Mandate from the King 
oblig'd him to quit Fountainbleau in leſs than two Hours 
after he came from your Apartment the Meſſenger 
waited his return from you, and his Hurry was fo great, 
that he had only time to order me to bring you this Meſ- 
ſage from his ever faithful Heart; and to do all in my 
power to divert you till he comes back, which will be in 
a very ſhort Time. 

If what you tell me be ſincere, reply'd Charlotta, I 
ſhall have Cauſe to bluſh at having injur'd you, in ſuſ- 
pony your Veracity ; but, added ſhe, you 

now beſt if it will be in my power to make you Amends. 
Dupin made no other Anſwer to theſe Words than 
a low Bow; then proceeded to acquaint her how the 
Duke had commanded him to prepare every thing neceſ- 
ſary for their Nuptials as ſoon as he return'd, and, ad- 
ded he, if there be any thing particular to be obſerved, 
I ſhall be proud to receive your Directions. 

No, ſaid Charlatta with an Air of Grandeur, I ſhall 
follow the Example of my Lord Duke, and leave the 
Care of what is to be done to you. Aſter this he left the 
Room laughing within himſelf at the ſtately Behaviour ſhe 
aſſumed. The Truth is, ſhe ſo firmly believed ſhe was 
going to be a Woman of Quality, that, like moſt rais'd 
above their Hopes, ſhe ſomewhat over-afted her Part. 

Aſter this he waited on her in the moſt obſequious 
manner every Day to know her Commands, and on her 
aſking him from time to time what Progreſs he had 
made in executing the Duke's Commands, and how, and 
where the Ceremony of their Marriage was to be per- 
form'd? Who were to be preſent, and whether private- 
ly or with Pomp? To all which Queſtions he found ſuch 
Arſwers as ſatisfied her Vanity. 

For ten Days Charlotta indulg'd herſelf in an Ideal 
Happineſs—ſhe thought of nothing, but how well ſhe ſhould 
look lolling in a Coach and Six, with her Lacquies 2 

ore 
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fore and behind in rich Liveries ; and how the Populace 
would admire her as ſhe paſ'd; but at the Expiration of 
that Time, Dupin preſents her with a Letter, which he 
{aid he had juſt receiv'd, encloſed in one to himſelf, from 
the Duke She haſtily oper”: it, and found it contain'd, 
as near a» I can remember, thele Words : 


To my dear and moſt adorable Charlotta. 


WON'T trouble you with the Concern I was in, 
1 that I could not myſelf be the Meſſenger of the 
News, which was what you ſo much wiſh'd to hear 
Dupin has doubtleſs inform'd you I thought I had 
done with making Tryals of your Love; but there is 
one to come which it was not poſſible for me to forſee. 
The King has commanded me to D——on a 
particular Affair, and I know not how long I may be de- 
tain'd ; as I am impatient till I do Juſtice to your Virtue, 
I beg you will meet me there, under the Conduct of 
the faithful Dupin, who has my Commands to make 
both the Voyage and Journey, as little fatiguing to you 
as poſſible.—Farewel, my Charmer, your Guar- 
dian Angel protect you, and bring you ſafe once more 
into the Arms of him, who never can be but 


Tours, 


The Duke De N 


It muſt be conſeſod ſuch a Letter join'd to what Da- 
fin had told her, the Homage he had paid her ſince the 
Duke's Departure, and the fine Things he daily bought 
ſor her, were enough to deceive a young Woman of more 
Penetration. She made not the leaſt Heſitation; 
and when the time arriv'd that all things were ready 
for their Departure, left Fountainbleau with a Chearful- 
neſs befitting her ſuppos'd Condition. 

They travelled in a handſome manner to the Port 
where ſhe was to embark, and a Veſſel being ready, 
they immediately went on board. | 


Car ita 


„„ 
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Charlotta was ſcarce ſeated in her Cabbin before Dupin 


counterfeiting the utmoſt Vexation, cry'd out, what has 
bewitcl'd me nl am certainly mad————] have 
left a Box of Writings behind me in the Inn, that are 
of the utmoſt Conſequence. I durſt not look the 
Duke in the Face without them ————1 am undone if 
they cannot put off the Boat, that I may go back for 
them with theſe Words he ran up on the Deck; 
and ſoon after, on her enquiring for him, the Sailors 
to!d her he was gone on ſhore. 

As ſhe had not the leaſt Suſpicion, ſhe gave herſelf no 
trouble about ir, till Night coming on, and no Dapin 
returning, ſhe began to be under Apprehenſions that he 
was detain'd by ſome croſs Accident, which might re- 
tard her Voyage : She laid herſelf down, however, on 
the Bed prepared for her, and, perhaps, dreamt not of 
the wretched Condition ſhe was in ; but what became of 
her, when early in the Morning ſhe found by the Mo- 
tion of the Ship that it was under Sail; ſhe call'd for 
the Captain, and demanded the Reaſon of his weighing 
Anchor before Dt ix came back. Becauſe, anſwer'd the 
ſurly Fellow, I had not a Mind to wait till Doomſday. 
uch a Reply, and Looks fo different in all 
their Faces, from thoſe ſhe had been received with on 
her coming on board, had Reaſon to alarm her. 
She went on Deck, and complain'd of this Uſage to one, 
and to another, on which ſome ineer'd as in Deriſion, 
and others ſhook their Heads ; but none vouchſafed to give 
her any Satisfaction, till tte Mate, more humane than 
the reit, ſaid to her, I find you are inſenſible of your 
Condition, You expected the Monſieur who brought 
you hither would kave returned, but he has deceived you, 
he never intended it. — He contracted only for your Paſ- 
ſage ; ſo ſince Things are as they are, tis beſt for you 
to be as eaſy as you can. Horror and Amazement then 
ſeiz'd the Soul of this unhappy Creature She 
found ſhe was betray'd, and wanting to know the Par- 
ticulars of her Misfortune, aſked him many Queſtions, 
which he had not in his power to anſwer ; all he could 
inform her of was, that Dapin had agreed with the Cap- 

tain 
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tain to take her to St. Lucia, whether the Ship was bound: 
and to leave her there without any regard to the En- 
treaties ſhe might make. To Sr. Lucia! cry'd Char- 
lotta, it cannot be what ſhall I do there 
my Bufineſs is at D——]T tell yor that you are deceived, 
reſumed he, for what Reaſon I don't pretend to ſay. 
Though I can gueſs pretty near the Matter 
too, I believe.—lI ſuppoſe Monſieur has made you ſome 
Promiſes he don't mean to keep, and ſo takes this Me- 
thod to ſend you out of the Way but you need not 
be diſheartened, you'll live well enough when you come 
to St. Lucia. O Heaven! ſaid ſhe, but why do I call 
on Heaven Heaven has abandon'd me, 
this World is Hell and Men are the Fiends—— ſhe 
could no more————Rage and Grief ſtopp'd the Paſ- 
ſage of her Words, and at laſt deprived her of 
Breath———ſhe fell motionleſs at the Feet of thoſe who 
ſtood gaping at her Deſpair they threw Water on 
her Face, and endeavour'd in their rude way to bring 
her to herſelf; but when ſhe recover'd, it was but to 
burſt into Exclamations. The Captain bid his 
Men take her into the Cabbin and leave her to herſelf; 
ſaying her ſtanding there hinder'd the working of the 
Ship————on this ſome of them took hold of her, 
and were about to force her down the Stairs ; but ſhe 
ſprung from them, and crying out, I will not go where 
they would have me. Tell Dupin and his villainous 
Maſter, that my Ruin was not worth half the Pains 
they have taken. She had no ſooner ended theſe Words, 
than caſting her Eyes wiidly round, ſhe flung herſelf 
over the fide of the Ship, and was immediately ſwal- 
lowed up by the Waves. 

My Mother could not refrain weeping, while ſhe re- 
2 this ſad Cataſtrophe of Charlotta's Fate, nor was 

leſs moved at hearing it. O Heaven! cryed I, what 
could the ungrateful Duke and his wicked Valet de 
Chambre think of themſelves, for ſuch an Action? 

Pll tell you Child, reſumed ſhe ; ſome time paſt over 
without any News of the unhappy Charlotta; her Fa- 
ther was like a Man diſtracted he ſoon — 
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had never been at the Dutcheſs de ., he fought 
her far and near, but Dapin had taken ſuch care to keep 
all things ſecret, that no Intelligence could be had, till 
about two Years after as near as I can remember, the 
Duke happening to be again in theſe Parts, Dupin who 
ſtill lived with him, was ſuddenly ſeized with an unac- 
countable kind of Frenzy—he raved on Charlotta—talk'd 
to her, as if ſhe had been preſent Cry'd out 
it was not my Fault that you threw yourſelf overboard— 
I did not adviſe you to that, tho' I did to leave your 
Father With ſuch like Exclamations did he run about 
the Country tearing his Cloaths and terrify- 
ing all he met with his Wildneſs. He was at length 
ſeized, and proper Remedies being applied he returned to 
ſome Degree of Reaſon, but it was but by Intervals, in 
ſome of which he confeſſed not only to the Prieſt, but 
many more Witnefles, that he had ſent CHharlotta away 
in the Manner I have related, and that on the Return of 
the Ship, having been informed what her Deſpair had 
made her guilty of, he had ever ſince been haunted with 
her Spirit Sleeping, or waking, ſaid he, ſhe is 
ever before my Eyes —— there there ſhe ſtands 
would he frequently cry out, and then fall again into 
his former Ravings, in one of which Fits he died. 

Whither this miſerable Wretch really ſaw any thing, 
or conſcious Guilt made him imagine he did ſo, has been 
the Occaſion" of much Diſpute, but the dreadful way 
in which he periſh'd, was ſhocking to the whole 
Country.—” Twas rumour'd alſo that the Duke was much 


diſturbed, tis certain he grew very melancholly, but 


there needed not an Apparition to remind him that the 
Ruin of an innocent Perſon is a Crime, which not all 
the Faſhionableneſs of it can excuſe The Deaths of 


Charlotta and Dupin were but too fad Demonſtrations of 
this Truth ; and tho? he was far from contriving, or even 
knowing till it was too late, the Means which Dupin 
made ule of to eaſe him of the Importunities of the 
poor undone Charlotta, yet by permitting him to put in 
practice hat Methods he thought proper to ſeduce 
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her, and afterwards leaving her to his Diſpoſal, he 
could not but think himſelf guilty, and conſequently 
muſt feel the moſt ſinging Remorſe. 

Juſt as my Mother had concluded this melancholly 
Narrative, a Neighbour came in to ſee us, and prevented 
the Remarks ſhe would otherwiſe have made upon it, 
as was her Cuſtom whenever ſhe related any thing to 
me, ſhe defired I ſhould keep in Mind ; and this perhaps 
was the Cauſe, together with the Heedleſſneſs of my Hu- 
mour, that it made not an immediate Impreſſion on me, 
tho' in a very ſhort Time after, it came ſtrong upon my 
Thoughts, and I began to think there was a Poſſibility 
of its being applicable to myſelf. 

Three Days were paſt ſince my accoſting the Marquis 
in the Foreſt ——1 was till taken up with that Adven- 
ture——[I forgot not that he had promiſed to contrive a 
Way to ſee me, and thinking nothing leſs than that he 
would break his Word, imagined he was coming on eve- 
ry little Noiſe J heard, and preſently the Colour fluſh'd 
into my Face, my Heart flutter'd, a Thrilling ran thro” 
all my Veins, and i was in a manner quite out of 
myſelf. 
| 'The fourth Day convinced me I had not been de- 

ceived in my Expectations: I was at Mattins when the 
Sound of Horſes from without made every body turn 
their eyes to the Church-Door M Ourioſity was 
at leaſt equal to the reit, and immediately I ſaw the 
Narquis himſelf enter, and with an Air fo grand, ſo 
noble, ſo enchanting, that all I had conceived of an 
Angel was ſhort of what I now in reality behe'd 
The whole Congregation appear'd ſurprized and charm'd ; 
I found myſelf ſeized with ſomewhat, to which I then 
knew not how to give a Name —— a Confu- 
ſion 2 Hurry of Spirit — an Alarm which was 
painful and pleaſing to me at the ſame Time. He 
ſoon diflinguiſhed me from the Croud————his Eyes 
met mine, and ignorant as I was, I thought had ſome- 
what in them, that ſeemed to confirm what he had ſaid 

to me in the Foreſt, 
The 
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The Marks of Diſtinction that appear'd about him, 
had no leſs Influence on the Curate than Congregation— 
he preſently ſent to invite him into the Choir——an 
eaſy Chair was brought for him, and the Place cleared 
of all the Country-People. This gave me an infinite 
Satisfaction, and I think I could not have been much 
more elevated, had all theſe Honours been paid to my- 
ſelf- its certain I was all the Time of Maſs, in a 
Situation which it is impoſſible to deſcribe, and never 
had faid my Prayers with fo little Devotion. 

Divine Service was no ſooner over, than the Marquis 
retired, but ſtopping in the middle of the Church, and 
fixing his Eyes on me whiſpered ſomething to a Perſon 
who walk'd near him, and who alſo look'd earneſtly up- 
on me; then railing his Voice as he went out, ſtay in 
this Village, faid he, till my Retinue arrives: I ſhall 
dine at the Caſtle, and in the Afternoon ſee what Diver- 
ſion the Field affords. | 

It pleaſed me to hear how he intended to diſpoſe of 
himſelf, but was equally concerned at his Departure, the? 
I knew nct the Cauſe I was fo I had not Power 
to take my Eyes off him till he tool; Horle, and when 
he did ſo, he made me a low Bow the Girls 
who were with me look'd one upon anotuer , 
ſaid one of them, how complaiſant theſe Courtiers are — 
when does any of our young Men take ſuch Natice of 
us !—Ave, but cries another, did you mind how hand- 
ſome he is——one would twear his very Eyes could 
ſpeal: 1 ſaid nothing to all this, but my Heart 
ſpoke a thouſand Admirations 25 we were walking 
on, the Perſon to whom the Marquis had whiſper'd, 
and who we found afterwards was his Gentleman, min- 
gled with my Companion: ; how do you pals your Time 
here on Sundays, ſaid he, do you dance, or walk in the 
Woods? for theſe I ſuppoſe are all the Diverſions this 
Place affords. Sometimes one, and ſometimes another, 
anſwet'd ſhe he addreſſed to, but continued ſhe one wou!d 
take you to have been born in the Country, you know 
the Cuſtoms of it ſo well. You are right, replyed he, 
notwithflanding theſe fine Cloaths, I am country-born 

Vol. I. C as 
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as you are, but fince I have bad the Honour to ſerve my 
Lord Marquis, I have a ferte*: Averſion for all Places 
but Pari] there is n ting like a Ioun- Liſe, eſ- 
pecially with {uch a noble Ge ti C man as my Maſter —— 
J look upon my Fortune, as god as made, for he has 
promiſecl to do handſomely for inc, and he never breaks 
his Word he is all Sincerity, Courteſy and Diſ- 
.cretior. we ind few like him now a Days 
He ſeems to be ſuch a one indeed, rejoyn'd the Girl. 
Ah, if you did but know him, faid he but I am 
very much concerned about him of late, within theſe 
Fw Days he has been firangely melancholly and 
thoughtful, what the Nleaning is I know not, but he is 
never out of the Saddle, yeſterday did we ride about the 
Woods heze from Morning to Night——1 ſhould be 
very ſorry if any thing ſhould have made him take a 
Piſlike to Paris; but ſomewhat more than ordinary I 
am ſure has happened,to make him leve Solitude fo well, 
who uſed to be never out cf Company. 
All this Time he never ſpoke one Sy llable to me, but 
as we came pretty near Iiome, I perceived he had a 
Paper in his Hand, which, by a Sign he made, I imagin'd 
was intended for me, I reſolved to try at leaſt, and let 
fall my Handkerchief, which he preſently took up, 
and had the Dexterity to ſlip the Letter with it into 
my Hand, unperceived hy any of my Companions. By 
the Manner in which | receiy2d this Billet, any body 
would think it had nat been the firit by a great many, 
yet io ingenious dyes Love make his Vetaries, tho' I 
then littſe ſuſpected myſelf to be ſuch, that poor inno- 
cent ſmple Country- Girl, as I then was, I acted the 
ane Part a Woman bred in Town, and accuſtomed to 
Intrigue would haye done. | 
On my opening my Letter, I was terribly at a Loſs 
for the Contents my Mother, indeed, had taught 
me to read Print, but Manuſcript was not intelligible to 
me— I knew not what to do in this Caſe, at firſt I 
thought of ſhewing it to a Schoolmaſter that lived in the 
Village, but he was acquainted with my Father, and I 
durſt not hazard his betraying me.——At laſt I found 
| our 
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out an Expedient, which I can never remember without 
laughing, and for a Girl of my Age and bringing up, 
had in it ſomewhat ſurprizing enough. 

Among the Number of thoſe who pretended to ad- 
mire me was one Collin the Son of a Wood-Merchant, 
for whom my Father work'd : He was a young Fellow 
who had nothing diſagreeable in his Perion, and was di- 
ſtinguiſned by his Wealth above molt of his Condition; 
to add to this, his Behaviour, tho' far from polite, was 
leſs ruſtick than the greateſt Part of our Villagers — 
Such as he was, however, the Regard he teſtifyed for 
me, drew on me the Envy of all the young Girls in 
the Neighbourhood, and I had not been a little pleaſed 
at the Preference he gave me, tho' ſince 1 had feen 
the Marquis I neither took Pride nor Pleaſure in his 
Addrefles ; and having found there was ſomething in me 
worthy of being taken Notice of by the great World, 
began to think 1 ſhould be guilty of an Injultice to my- 
felf, if I permitted (any farther than my Circumſtances 
oblig'd me) the Society of theſe Clods of Earth, as T 
now call'd them — 0 the Vanity of a flatcer'd 
Girl! What ridiculous Ideas riſe in the yourhfu! 
Brain before Reaſon, or to ſpeak more properly, Ex- 
perience convinces us we are not what tuey would 
make us believe they think us but to return. 

It was this very Calis 1 pitch'd upon to read to me, 
and to anſwer, if Occaſion required, the Marquis's Letter, 
an Opportunity ſoon offer d: He came to lying me ſome 
fine Flowers, I being at that time paſionately fond of 
Noſegays, which I accepted of then with more Civility, 
than 1 had done for ſome Days pait : He was guite tran 
ſported to ſee a Smile upon my Face: How charming you 
took to-day, Feanette, ſaid he, your Eyes are killing 
bright——O ! what a Shape! purſued he, taking 
me round the Waiſt. Forbear, cry'd I, puſhing him 
from me, cannot you te ſatisfied with ſpeaking to me; 
but your Hands muit alſo be employ'd vou ſpoil'd 
me one Apron laſt Sanday, and I iuppoſe you intend to 
ſerve this the ſame way. I was to blame, indeed, anſwer d 


he, he who breaks the Glaſſes ought to pay for them. — 
| C 2 I 
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will make you a Preſent of an Apron, the next time 
J goto 'l own, I'll be ſure to buy one for you. That's 
not what | concern myſelf about at preſent, ſaid I, you 
muſt do a Favour for me. Il] do you Fifty, cry'd he, 
and ſhall be proud you will command me. Well then, 
ſaid I, we'li take a "urn in that Grove yonder, and I 
can teil you the Buſineſs without being interrupted ; 
how happy am 1, ſaid Celin, ah! Jeanetta ! indeed, I 
love you, and I begin to hope you will make me ſome 
return if it were once come to that you'd 
ſee what I would do is true you have no Por- 
tion, but no matter————'tis not Money that makes 
People happy you are as fair as Alablaſter; have 
Eyes as piercing as a Mouſe, and are as ſtrait as a 
Pine, that is Portion enough my Father, indeed, 
may not happen to think as I do; but what if he does 
not, he ſiil hear Reaſon, cr I'll leave him and go to 
the Army, as many a young Man has done, that has 
b· en erols'd in Love, All this, ſaid I, is nothing to 
my prelent Buſineis: Will you promiſe me to keep a 
Secret, and to #ſk no Queſtions? Ay, you don't knuw 
me, I find, revly'd he, do you think I cannot keep a 
Secre! why I have kept an hundred in my time 
witneſs the other Day you mult under- 
{tand, I catch'd Mattbego's Wiſe and fat George ve 

cloſe together in a Corner ſhe made me promile 
not to tell her Hu ban there would be fine doings 
if 1 could not keep a Secret. For that reaſon, ſaid I], 
J have made Choice of you in this Aﬀair———a Friend 
of mine has receiv'd a Letter ; but as ſhe can't read, 
nor I neither, ſhe deſired me to aſk you to examine 
the Contents, and get an Anſwer wrote, in Caſe it ſhould 
require one, Well, well, that's ſoon done, cry*d Colin, 
taking it out of my Hand; but, hark you, Feanetta, is it 
from the Gentleman in Red, that I ſaw talking with 
two or three of you before your Door ? Yes, anſwer'd 
I, that's well, reſumed he, for to tell you the Truth, I 
was a little ruffled to fee ſuch a Spark among you; but 
fince 'tis not you, I don't care whoelſe he loves. No, 


no, ſaid I, he never ſpoke 3 fingle Word to me; that 
a I 
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1 am ſenſible of, anfwer'd Co/ir, for I was not fir of, 


and watch'd him pretty narrowly———but leis ice 
what he ſays here —— Ze tuen read as follow 


To the Fair Maid of the Foreſt. 


HIS is the only Means by which I can acquaint 
my charming Dreature, how deep an Impretion 
her Beauty and Innocence has made on me———the tir: 
Moment I beheld you, my Heart was entirely devoted 
to you; and in hopes of a ſecond Interview at the jane 
Place, have been almoſt continually on Horſeinck 
at laſt I bethought me of your Pariſh Church, and cone 
to pay my Adoration to my earthly Deity. hall 
not ſpeak to you at preſent, but will find an Opportur.'- 
ty for it, ſo as the Motive may not be ſuſpetted. All 
that I beg is, that you will not oppoſe what 1 ſhall here- 
after contrive for your Advantage, and to ſhew, which 
*tis impoſſible for Words to do, how very much I love 
you, Yours, 


It cannot be doubted but that I liſtened to what he 


read with the teſt Attention: Indeed, it ſeem'd as if 


my whole Soul was collected in my Ears, and fo fear- 
ful was I of forgetting, or miſtaking the leaſt Word,. 
that I made him repeat the whole Letter over and ovet ; 
and the oftner I heard it, the more my Satisfaction en- 
creas'd : Colin obſerved it in my Fyes, and took notice 
of it to me; but | turned it off ſaying, I am thinking 
how happy this Girl is to have ſuch a Perſon in love 
with her——— be ſeems to be ſincere in what he 
writes, and I think ſhe ought to encourage his Ad- 
drefles. Aye, certainly, aniwer'd he, Coquettry and 
Overcoyneis ſpoils many a good Match "tis a 
ſilly thing for a Nlaid to play tit and looſe, as one mav 
call it, with a young Mar. there is nething like 
telling one's mind at once, ——— But then I ſreaic 
only of our honeſt Country Lads, for as for the '1'ow 1 


Blades, a Maiden had need be careful of the main 
Chance. 
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That's true, anſwer'd I, and being weary of this 
Taik, left him under Pretence of acquainting the Girl 
with the Contents of her Letter; but, indeed, to in- 
dulge myſelf with running over the tender things in it. 

got to a retired Corner and threw myſelf on 
the. Graſs, where I fell into one of thoſe Reſveries which 
we ſo properly called the Day Dreams of a Mind in 
Love. I had heard of ſeveral Country Maids, 
whoſe Beauty had raiſed them to great Fortunes; and the 
Prailes had been given me, made me imagine there re- 
quired not a Miracle to render me as happy as I could 
with. I therefore reſolv'd to anſwer the Marquis's Letter; 
but the ſhame of owning I could not write gave me ſome 
Diſquiet : 'Thedefire I nad of continuing a Correſpondence 
with him, however, overcame all Obitacles, and when 
1 had ſtay'd long enough for Calin to believe, 1 had 
- been talking to this ſuppoſed Friend, I returned to him, 

ang carried Pen, Ink, and Paper with me. 

Come Colin, ſaid J, we have no time to loſe ſhe 
vill have the Letter anſwer'd immediately, and has gi- 
ren me Directions how ſhe will have it done. He then 
t:okthe Paper out of my Hand, and we both fitting down 
at the Foot of a Tree, he made a Deſk of his Hat, and 
then af!:'d me what he ſhould ſay why ſays I, 
the would have you tell him that 

She is not ſo vain as to imagine he can be ſo much in 


love with her as he pretends, that in ſpite of her mean 


Education, ſhe is not inſenſible of the great Diſpropor- 
tion there 15 between them, nor of the Difficulties that 
would attend the Paſſion he ſeems deſirous to create in 
her ; but yet ſhe could wiſh, tho' ſhe can give no Rea- 
lon tor it, that he were fincere in what he ſay 
that the has never been taught to write, and is oblig'd 


to have recourſe to a Friend to anſwer his Letter; but 


will not run any ſuch Hazards any more for fear of a 

Diſcovery. ——— | 
I will write no ſuch thing, cry'd Colin, interrupting 
me hy ſo, ſaid I, becauſe, reply'd he, then 
you'll have no farther « ccafion for me ——<—-—Piſh, 
relumed I, ſhe will have it fo-—————therefore, don't 
| be 


q 
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be a Fool, but write on -e may be ſurpriz d eli, 
before we have made an End. 

He comply'd at laſt, and concluded the Fpiſtle with 
a grateful Acknowledgment for the Kindneſs expreis'd in 
that, to which this was an Anſwer. 

I put the Letter into my Boſom, and to recompence 
Colin for the Trouble I had given him permitted him to 
2 Home with me. I knew alſo that my Mother would 

very well pleaſed to ſee me ſo accompanied for ſhe 

had a view in encouraging his Addreſſes, and deſired no- 

* more than that his Father ſhould be cf the ſame 
lind. 

The little Inclination J had to be with him, bow- 
ever, made me glad when the time of Veſpers arrived ; 
and I went to Church, not without ſome hope, that I 
ſhould there have an Opportunity of delivering it, which 
happened accordingly. I had not been there three Mi- 
nates before the Xlarquis's Valet de Chambre came and 
kneit juſt behind me my Heart exulted with a 
ſecret Joy, even at the fight of him, and Love inſpired 
me with the dexterity to ſlip my Paper into his Hand 
unſeen by any who were preſent. 

When Prayers were over 1 ſaw no more of him; but 
I return'd Home no leſs proud of my own Conduct in 
this Intrigue, than with the Intrigue itſelf. I fan- 
cied I was now capable of bringing any thing to pat 
I went about, and that my Wit was not inferior to any 
of my Sex—the Truth is, I was an apt Scholar in the 
School of Love, and foon became a Proficicnt in its 
moſt abſtruſe Leſſons. 

My Father being come from his Work, we were go- 
ing to ſit down to Supper, when the Marquis's Valet Ce 
Chambre, accompanied by the Mayor and Curate, 
came into our Houſe. I trembled at the ſight cf them, 
and thought of nothing but being diſcover'd, happy was 
it for me that the ſurprize of ſeeing ſuch Wilitors, pre- 
vented either my Father or Nlother from taking notice 
of my Countenance at that time. Have not you a 
Daughter, ſaid the Valet to my Father, that goes ſome- 
times to the Foreſt to carry Refreſhment to the Work- 
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men? Yes, Monfieur, reply'd he, here ſhe is ——— 
Come forward Feanetta, purſued he, how have you 
merited the Honour of ſuch good Company ? 
The Confuſion I was then in was too viſible; but was 
look'd upon only as the Effect of my Baſhfulneſs. Don't 
be alarm'd, fair Maid, ſaid the Valet, neither theſe 
Gentlemen nor myſelf come with any defign to your 
Prejudice; and tho' my Maſter the Marquis De J. 
3 

ve have nothing to inform you of, that will not be per- 
ſealy agreeable therefore, I beg, Madam, you 
will compoſe yourſelf. Feanetta's, at your Service, in- 
terrupted my Father, we have no Gentlewomen in our 
Family ; if you have not at preſent, ſaid the Curate 
gravelv, you don't know but you may have. But let 
that pa's, and thank Monſieur for the Pains he has taken 
to find your Daughter. We have been all round the 
Village we went to John Le Man's your Goſ- 
kr then to Names Rouſ and to Thomas at the 
Vine, not knowing but it might be ſome of their Daugh- 
ters, without once thinking of you————— but it ſeems 
we are right at laſt, and I am very glad of it. 

I was going to acquaint you, ſaid the Valet de Cham- 
bre, that my Lord Marquis commanded me to make 
Encuiry for a Girl, who was in the Road between this 
\ illage ard the Foreſt laſt Wedneſday, when the Kin 
paſs'd that way. The Cauſe of it is this: My pe. 
gave his Majeſ.y an Account of the extraordinary Sur- 
p:i-e ſhe was ſeized with at ſight of his Royal Perſon : 
Ind he was fo well pleaſed with the ſweet Simplicity he 
de ſcrib'd, that he has ſent a Gratuity by him. 
J know not how much, but imzgine it muſt be ſome- 
tairg werthy both of the Donor's Bounty, and the Per- 


ton's Greatneſs who is to be the Meſſenger but 
you will fee in a ſhort time I will go and ac- 
quaint him that you are the Perſor. he will be 


here himſelf. 


O! by no Means, cry'd my Mother, tranſported at 
what ſhe heard that would be too great a trou- 


ble 


„has an Order ſrom the King concerning you, 


- 
L 
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ble [ will take her to wait upon him alas! we 
have not a Place to receive ſuch a Perlon. 

The Curate and Mayor approv'd of what ſhe faid ; 
but that not ſuiting with the Marquis's deſign, the Valet 
de Chambre readily anſwer'd, that ſuch a Reſpect would 
be improper in this Affair. My Lord, ſaid he, is en- 
truſted with the Execution of the King's Order, and will 
not ſwerve the leaſt Tittle from his Inſtructions. Pl 
let him know I have ſucceeded in my Enquiry, Which 
he will be very glad to hear, as he is a Man whoſe 
chief Delight is in Acts of Generoſity. 

With theſe Words he left us, followed by the Mayor 
and Curate, the latter of whom, overjoy'd to be con- 
cern'd in any Aﬀair where the King's Name was men- 
tion'd, ſtroak'd me over the Face, crying, be a good 
Girl, Feanerta, and God will raile you Friends. 


My Parents were both of them in a perfect Extaſy at 


what had happen'd. Scarce could they ſpeak, the 
Joy ſo unexpected an Honour had overwnelm'd them 
with the Neighbours, ſeeing who came in had 
been upon the Watch, came in, and in their Faſhion con- 
gratulated us on this Occaſion, tho' I could fee they 
envy'd it thro” all their Compliments. As to my Bro- 
ther and Siiter who never lov'd me, they ill ſodiſguiſel 
their Diſcontent, that my Father perceiv'd it, and chid 
them pretty ſeverely. As he dil not want Senſe he 
began to tee into the little Jealouſies of their Temper:, 
and was determined to give henceforward leſs Ear than 
he had done to their Complaints The Girl has been al- 
ways lucky from her Birth, ſaid he to the Neighbours ; 
and, indeed, ihe is gov.|-natur'd enough, and modeit, 
and I hope with God's Grace, and the reverend Fa- 
ther's good Advice, ſhe may come to ſomething in 
me. 

While my Father was talking to theſe People, I had 
Opportunity to make my little Reflections on this Ad- 
venture: 1 had not ſo little Penetration as not to fee 
it was owing to my Letter to the Marquis, and no 
more than a Pretence for ſeeing me often without Suſpi- 
cion ; aud, perhaps, with a View of doing ſomething tor 
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me, which, however, vain as I was, I durſt not yet in- 
dulge the Hope of. Ihe Idea of it would notwithitand- 
ing all my Efforts riſe in my Mind, and I have catch'd 
myſelf at ſaying, how happy would be my addrefling 
this charming Marquis, if he ſhould one Day make 
me his Wife; but then I repell'd this, as it then ap- 
pear'd even to me, wild and preſumptuous Notion, and I 
re flected that if all this Pains ſhould be taken to ſeduce 
me, how wretched I ſhould be————Charltra's un- 
happy Fate came now into my Head, with all the pre- 
vious Circumflances which brought on her Undoing ; 
and I made that Moment a firm Reſolution within my- 
felf to be more wary, and whatever Temptatiens ſhould 


ariſe, never to ſwerve from the Paths of Virtue; but as 


often as I found my Heart giving way to Weaknels to 
call in the Aſſiſtance of that unerring Guide. 
Thank Heaven which has enabled me to do it, I have ever 
tince cor ſtantly adhered to this Maxim, and it is to 
that alone I am indebted for the good Fortune I enjoy. 

I was in the mid{t of theſe Cogitations when they ſaid 
the Marquis was coming —the Counteis De N. my 
Godmother was with him, and they were followed by a 


great deal of Company, who happened to be that Day 


at the Caſtle. He had to'd them what happened on my 
king the King, and the Preſent his Majefly had order'd 
me by his Hand ; but c:r-tully conceai'd the Tenderneſs 
he in that Inftant bad taken for me, aud which put him 


en deſcribing my. loyal Tranſports, in ſuch intereſting. 


Jerms, as laid his Majeſty under a kind of Obligation 
to make me ſome Acknowledgment ——— a!l the il- 
luſtrious Company were charm'd with his Recital, and 
dexg' d leave to be Witneſſos in what manner I would be- 
ve on this Occafiun. Ihe Counteſs then told them I 
was her God daughter; and the Marquis De L— 

Father to tic ycung Nobleman then preſent 
was my OGodiather which Ditcovery gave him a ſe- 
cret Pleaſure, and was afrerwards a good Pretence for 


giving me ſo many Tokens of his Love and Generofity, 
ek. his Father's Name. 
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| As the Company drew near we all advanced to meet 1 
them, and the Counteſs no ſooner ſaw me, than ſhe 


cry'd out, come hither, my dear Feanctta ; I am over- 
joy'd that you begin ſo early to experience good For- 1 


J tune don't be aſham'd, continued ſhe, we know 
you have had no other Education than ſuch a Village af- 4 
fords———then turning to the Marquis, how do you: | 
like my God-daughter,my Lord, ſaid the, ſhe is quite un- 


poliſh'd as yet; but with a little modelling ſhe may make { 
a tollerable Figure enough. Indeed, Madam, replied . 
the Marquis, I think her perfectly agreeable, and that | 
ſhe wants but a very little Inſtruction to render her as 
accompliſh'd, as your Ladyſhip could wiſh. 

After this every one had ſomething to ſay in my Praiſe - 
——one extoll'd my Beauty ——-one my Shape 
the Neatnefs of my Country Habit pleas'd another 
in fine, they all ſeem'd to vie who ſhould commend 
me moſt As much as it delighted me to hear 
ſuch fine Things ſaid of me, I was now fo over 
whelm'd with Confuſion, that I could not lift up my 
Eyes, which my Father perceiving, ſaid they but jeſted 
with their humble Servant, that I was infinitely obliged: 
for the Honour they did ; but he hoped I knew my- 
Unworthineſs too we!l, to imagine I merited any Part of. 
this Goodneſs. My Mother added ſomething to the ſame 
Purpoſe ; while ] ſtood all the time with my Head 
down, as though I wanted a Prop for my Chin, and I 
believe a Perſon capable of receiving them in the moſt 
elegant manner, could not have given them half the 
Sat is faction that my aukward Behaviour did on this Occa- 
fron. | 
The Marquis pitied me from his Heart, as he has 
1 ſince told me, and advancing toward me with the ſame 

d Reſpect, as he would have approach'd a Dutcheſs ; lovely 
Maid, ſaid he, the King has commanded me to preſent . 
you with this Parſe of Lexis d Ort, as a ſmall Compli- 

| ment for the Pleaſure you teſtified at him, an Account 
| of which happening to be given him. I am. extremely. 
Fre glad his Majeft ee, me on this Occaſion, as Ma- 
6 dam la — informs me, my Father was your God- 
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father, and J doubt not but he will be highly ſatisſted 
when J relate this Adventure to him. 

| am very certain he will, anſwer'd the Counteſs; but 
Jearetta, purſued ſhe, what Acknowledgments do you 
make to my Lord Marquis for all the Trouble he has 
given himſelf about you ? I then curtfied very low, and 
thanked him, but in ſo low and faultring a Voice, that I 
believe no body knew what I faid, nor, indeed, could 1 
well teil myſelf, ſo great was my Agitation at tt at Lime. 

Poor Thing, cry'd my God- mother, ſhe is quite 
daunted, yet I cannot forbear adding a little to her Con- 
tutor —ohſerve now——this ſhe ſpoke in a half Whiſ- 
per to the Marquis; but ſo as I heard it then turn- 
ing to me, well Feanetta, continued ſhe, let us know 
what you will do with all this Money? my Lord here 
tells me there are 30 Louis d'Ors in that Purſe—I ſhall 
be glad to hear what Uſe you wall put it to? 

Since you are pleas'd to command me, Madam, re- 
ply'd I, I think the belt Uſe I can put it to is to give 
x my Mother. That's well ſaid, cry'd the Counteſs. 
How, interrupted the Marquis haſtily, will you reſerve 
nothing for yourſeif, I don't want any Thing, my 
Lord, anſwer'd I, not having Courage to look him in 
the Face, I ſhall only devire ſhe will have me taught to 
write, that J may be able to let her know my Thoughts, 
if ever I ſhould be ſeparated from her. 

This Nobleman was charm'd with my Anſwer, which 
he comprended the meaning of perfectly well by the Let- 
ter that Colin wrote for me Ah! Madam cry'd he 
to the Counteſs, what can be more Praiſe-worthy than 
this Deſcre of Improvement! How barbarous would it 
be to neglect cultivating a Mind,which ſeems to want no- 
thing, but Care to render it as ſparkling as her Eyes 
Jam of your Mind, Marquis, aniwer'd ſhe, and I 
think I will do ſomething too for the King to be in- 
.form'd of. She ſpoke theſe Words laughing, and then 
tu;ning to me, 7earctta, ſaid ſhe, ſhuuld you like to 
live with me? If you ſhould, I'll take you Home 
with me this very Evening, and you ſhall learn to write, 


and every thing elle you can Gelize What do 2 
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fay———are you willing to go? On this I turned my 
Eyes on my Mother, and faid, I beg you will inſtrut me 
in what manner I ſhall anſwer the great Goodneſs of her 
Ladyſhip ; for I ſhall always be directed by you. 

It is not to be doubted, but both my Parents looked 
on ſuch an Offer as the greateſt Honour and Happineſs 
could befall me, and accepted it with Joy and Humi- 
li 
Luke Charge of her, and will endeavour to make her 
worthy of the Notice his Majeſty has taken of ker 
Come, Jeanetta, continued ſhe, bid your Friends adieu, 
and follow me; with theſe Worcs ſhe turned away, 
and all the Company followed her. 

Here I felt the force of Nature, not the Honour done 
me, not all the Elegancies of Life I was going to partake 
of, and which my Heart was fond of, not even the Hope 
of ſeeing the Marquis often, could over-power the ten- 
der Sorrows of parting from my Mother and Family, 
I fell upon her Boſom and wept bitterly ; but my Father 
chid this Folly, as he term'd it in me, and told me I 
rather ought to rejoice, and thank Providence for hav- 
ing provided for me in ſo unexpected a Manner, and fo 
far beyond all their Hopes. I was ſenſible of the 
Reaſonableneſs of what he ſaid, and compoſed my ſelf as 
well as poſſible to follow the Counteſs, who was already 
gone a good Diſtance———my Mother left me not till 
we were near ; nor then without charging me to keep 
in mind the Leſſons ſhe had given me, and which ſhe 
ſaid, the foreſaw I ſhould have Occaſion for——1 put 
into her Hands the Purſe I had received from the Mar- 
qu:s, and ſhe told me ſhe would buy with Part of the 
Money a handſome Garment for me, and ſome other 
Neceſlaries, and ſend them after me to the Caſtle. 

The Marquis during the time of my taking leave 
had frequently look'd back, and no ſooner ſaw I was 
alone than he retired a few Paces to join me. How 
happy am I, beautiful Feanetta, ſaid he, to have this 
Opportunity of ſpeaking to you, and to hope that I ſhall 
frequently renew that Satisfaction. 
could be ſenſibie of what J have ſuffer d fince I faw you 


1 


well then, ſaid the Counteſs, from this Moment 


[ wiſh you 
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in the Foreſt, and the many Stratagems I have form'd 
for ſeeing you, before I could find any befitting my Cha- 
racter or yours, to put in practice. 

I am as ſenſible, my Lord, reply'd I, of all your 
Goodneſs, as I am of my own Unworthineſs; and if I 
do not thank you as I ought, impute it to my want 
of Capacity, and the Converlation I have hitherto had, 
which being only with Perſons of my own Station, may 
very well render me confuſed when about to talk with 
one of yours. But I hope when I have been ſome time 
with my God-mother, I ſhall know how to behave bet- 
ter. ; 
You have a great deal of Wit, anſwer'd the Marquis, 
and I doubt not but a very little Education will make 
you as bright a Woman, as any I know 


learn to diſtinguiſh betweeg thoſe who may pretend to be 
your Friends, and thoſe who really are ſuch. I 
am very ſure none are more of the number of the lat- 
ter than myſelf, yet I do not wiſh you ſhould believe 
me without Proofs You are beautiful, and will 
every Day become more ſo———the Counteſs keeps a 
World of Company you will not be long with- 
out Admirers ; but, Feanetta, few Men of my Age think 
as I do————they may be ſincere when they ſay they 
love you ; but the End they propoſe will not be for your 
Honour if you liſten to their Addreſſes, you lole me 
for ever. have not time at preſent to explain 
what I mean ; but a little knowledge of the World, and 
the Paſſions of Mankind, will let you into part of it 
m1 the mean while, I would adviſe you to omit nothing 
which may endear you to the Counteſs: She is a very 
valuable Woman ; and, making ſome few Exceptions, 1s 
a Pattern for you to imitate. You ſee, continued he, I 
do not treat you as a Child. -Pardon me, how- 
ever, that I take upon me to give you Leſſons; but the 
great ſhare I muſt bear in every thing that concerns you, 
makes me look forward into your Affairs. One 
thing, purſued he, I had almoſt forgot, the Counteſs 
has a Daughter, who wanting your Charms will be jea- 


but 
above all Things, my dear Feanetta, I would have you 


lous 
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lous of the Admiration you will excite ſhe has 
alſo a Son, a fine Gentleman ; but his Notions with re- 
gard to your Sex, are altogether different from mine; I 
dare ſay, however, he will be as little able to reſiſt your 
Beauty as mylelf————he will have continual Oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing you, and, perhaps, you will love him 
i that ſhould happen, what will become of me! 

I know not, ſaid I, what Love is: I have never been 
acquainted with any Trouble but when I ſaw my Fa- 
ther or Mother in Affliction, or my Brother and Siſter 
were peeviſh with me nothing but your Genero- 
ſity towards me could O! no more, cry'd he, 
of my Generoſity, I cannot bear you ſhould give that 


name to ſuch trifling Marks of my ever faithful Love 


and Friendſhip———you know me not as yet, Feanetta, 
when you do you will be ſenſible I can know no Hap- 
pineſs, but in Opportunities of teſtifying how much I 
love you. 

Bleſs me ! interrupted I ſmiling, you are always talk- 
ing to me of this ſame Love. I beſeech your 
Lordſhip ſay no more of it, till I know what it is, and 


whether a Maid ought to liſten to it. I will teach you 


what it is, reply'd he; no, no, my Lord, ſaid I, my 
Mother has always told me, *twas dangerous to liſten to 
Men on that Subject; and that all they ſaid upon it was 
only to impoſe upon us. And JI dare anſwer the Coun- 
teſs is of the ſame Mind. 

Take care, reply'd he, eagerly, that you do not let 
her ſufþe& any thing of the Paſſion I have for u 
ſhe is a Lady tenacious of her power of pleafing ; 
but I ſhall tell you more of that hereafter this, 
however, may ſuffice; ſhe would prevent my ſceing 
you, and on that Bleſſing my Life depends. Ah! 
then, cry'd I, it muſt be a Crime, or you would not be 
ſo careful to conceal it. No, my deareſt Feanetta, I 
aſſure you it is far from being ſo, anſwer'd he, have 
more Confidence in me you never will have rea- 
fon to repent it. 

I was about to reply, when the Counteſs turning about 
and ſeeing us together, call'd to me ; upon our coming 


up 
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up to her. How now, Jeanetta, ſaid ſhe, what Sub- 
je& is the Marquis entertaining you with; Not 
Love, I hope Remember you mult ſet a guard 
upon your Ears whenever the Word is mention'd, it 
carries with it a kind of Poiſon that is ſometimes fatal. 

I aſſure your Ladyſhip, anſwer'd I, I am entirely ig- 
norant of any ſuch thing: My Lord Marquis has been 
diverting himſelf, with enquiring how we of the Vil- 
lage amuſe ourſelves, when we are not at Work, and I 
have given him the belt Account I can. 

It is very true, ſaid he, this pretty Creature has given 
ſo natural a Deſcription of their Rural Pleaſures, that I 
think them preferrable to thoſe of the Town. The 
Counteſs fell a laughing, and began to rally him on his 
new Taſte; and the reſt of the Company . all 
ſomething to ſay on the ſame Head, the Converſation 
became general, till without perceiving it we arrived 
at the Caſtle. 

The Counteſs was no ſooner in her Apartment, than 
ſhe call'd for Madamoiſelle Du Pare : She had formerly 
been her Woman ; but of late Years had no other Em- 
ployment than to controul her Ladyſhip, as well as the 
reſt of the Family: This Favourite was upwards of 
Fifty, was pale, lean, and very much wrinkled, of a 
wheedling Behaviour ; till by ſeeming to think as the 
Perſon who entruſted her, ſhe got into the bottom of their 
Secrets, and then became a perfect Tyrant. Money 
alone could humanize her, and any Fault was excuſeable 
when ſhe was a gainer by it it was to this formal 
antiquated thing that I was given in Charge. I put my 
God-daughter wholly under your Care, ſaid the Coun- 
teſs, ſhe is good-natur'd, and no Foo!———all her Mis- 
fortune is want of Education, which I don't doubt but 
ſhe will ſoon advance in by your Direction I 
can tell you, purſued ſhe, that ſhe has been taken No- 
tice of by the King, and his Majeſty has juſt now ſent her 
Thirty Lewis D'Ors by the Hands of the young Mar- 
quis De L V. Thirty Lewis D'Ors ! 
cry'd Madamoiſelle Du Pare, a very pretty Preſent upon 
my Word————and what has ſage done wich _ 
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Her Duty and Affection to her Parents, reply'd her La- 
dyſhip, has prevail'd with her to give them all to her 
Mother. Fooliſh enough, ſaid the old Abigail with a 
Frown, could not I have them laid by for her. How 
does ſhe know what ſhe may want—ſure I could have 
taken care of ſuch a Sum for her. 'That's true, reſum'd 
the Counteſs, but we'll think no more of it I 
would have you get her taught to write in the firſt Place; 
and as ſoon as ſhe is a little Miſtreſs of her Pen, I'll 
take her to Yer/ailles, and ſhe fhall return the King 
Thanks in her own Hand-writing——-who knows but 
it may engage him to continue his Bounty to her. 
Right, Madam, cry'd my new Governeſs, that's an 
excellent Thought in your Ladyſhip. All this time 
I never ſpoke one Word ; but my Heart beat, I trem- 
bled, and already regretted my Change of Situation, 
and wiſh'd myſelf again at the Village in my Father's 
homely Cottage. After ſome farther Diſcourſe about 
it, Mademoiſelle Du Pare ſeized on me as her Prey, 
and ever after watch'd all my Motions. 
The Marquis ſtay'd ſome time at the Caſtle, and was 
continually | xr Ga an Opportunity of ſpeaking to me; 
but all his Diligence was ineffectual, ſo cloſe did Made- 
moiſelle Du Pare keep to me; I was always with her, 
or in the Counteſs's Bed-chamber, where I was learning 
to embroider : I often met his Eyes, and as by 
I learnt their Language, read in them how uneaſy this 
Reſtraint was to him. I cannot ſay but I had a ſecret 
Pleaſure in this Mark of his Aſſection, and I was ſo ta- 
ken up with the ſweet Reflection, that I never conſider'd 
whether the indulging it were a Fault indeed, I 
look'd on the Tenderneſs I already had for him, as Gra- 
titude only for the Favours he had done me, and ima- 
in'd nct that the gentle Heat which then warm'd my 
ſom, would one Day burſt out in a Flame. The Sa- 
tisſaction I took in ſeeing him, made me not over at- 
tentive to any thing elie, tho' I ſoon found there 
were ſome Tempers in the Family, which ic very much 
behoved me to ſtudy and guard againſt. 


Mademoiſelle 


—— 
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Mademoiſelle D' Elbieux the Counteſs's Daughter was 
one of thoſe : She was then about fifteen Years of Age; 
but except a good Complection had not one thing about 
her that could be call'd beautiful. Her Eyes were 
large indeed, but dull and heavy, and tho' ſhe wanted 
not Wit, had the leaſt Appearance of it in her Counte- 
nance that ever I faw. Her Voice and manner of 
Deportment to thoſe whoſe good Opinion ſhe deſir'd, 
was ſuch as made her paſs well condition'd ; but under 
this ſhew of Softneſs was conceald an implacable Ran- 
cour, Envy and Malice. The Favours I receiv'd from 
her Mother while I was at the Caſtle, would have made 
me omit this Character, if it had been poſſible for me 
to have proceeded in my Story without doing it; as ſhe 
had ſo great a Hand in bringing on many of my future 
Troubles therefore all I can do is to ſoften the 
Touches, when I ſhall have cauſe to mention either her 
Cruelty or her Infidelity. My little Experience did not 
hinder me from perceiving the Diſcontent ſhe conceiv'd 
at my coming to the Caſtle ; where every one elle re- 
ceiv'd me with Demonſtrations of liking, till her ſullen, 
and, indeed, inſolent Behaviour, diminiſh'd the good 
Opinion they at firſt had of me. 

The Chevalier her Brother was in the oppoſite Ex- 
treme ; he lik'd me but too well, as I eafily ſaw from the 
firſt Moment of my Arrival my Youth, my mean 
Birth, my Ignorance of the World, made him look on 
me as an eaſy Conqueſt ; and my Innocence and Beauty, 
as an agreeable Amuſement to paſs the Time with, while 
he ſtay'd in the Country. How different, indeed, was 
his way of thinking from that of the Marquis the 
aue all Tender, Generous and Faithfu!———he other 
Vain glorious, Self-intereſted and Fierce; yet like his 
Siſter, had he the Art of difſembling his bad Quali- 
ties ; and the Uſage I afterwards had from them both, 
convinced me, that one ought never to build an Opinion 
upon the firſt Impreſhon, nor contract any Friendſhip 
with Perſons, from whom one has not previous Proofs 
of Sincerity and Honour. n 
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F did not, however, ſo much as I ought to have done, 
ſtudy the Characters of the Perfons I was amon 
the charming Marquis was under the ſame Root with 
me, and I had leiſure to contemplate on only him ; but 
now the time arrived for his Departure, which he could. 
not protract without giving Suſpicion of the motive of 
his Stay; and I now firſt experienc'd, that there were 
Thorns attending the Roſes of even the moſt innocent 
Affection, by the Fears I was in, that he would go with- 
out being able to find any Opportunity of ſpeaking to 
me. 

But the Anxiety, as he ſince told me, he was in on 
the ſame Account, at laſt, aſſiſted his Invention in find- 
ing out the Means the Evening of the Day be- 
fore that prefixed for his leaving the Caſtle, there hap- 
pened to be a great deal of Company in the Counteſs's 
Chamber, I was there at my Work as uſual they 
hy ps Play, the Marquis made one; but pretending 

did not underſtand the Game, prevail'd on the Coun- 
teſs to hold his Card ſhe readily undertook the 
Commiſſion, and every one drawing near the Table thro” 
their eagerneſs of Play Mademoiſelle Du Pare 
and I were ſoon left by ourſelves. The Marquis foon 
after quitted the Gamelters, and after a little Chat, aſk'd 
my Governeſs why ſhe did not play, and offer'd her a 
Lewis D'Or to venture with, telling her ſhe ſhould ge 
Halves with him in whatever ſhe won: She gladly accepted 
the Propoſal, and left us rogether : as ſoon as he found 
her Back turn'd, deareſt Feanetta, ſaid he, how long 
ſought for, and how precious is this Opportunity of 
ſpeaking to you! But as it mult be ſhort, and I go hence 
To- morrow, let me not leave you without knowing if I 
have any Intereſt in your Heart. Heaven can only 
tell when I ſhall be able to ſee you again, and yet the 
hope of it ſoon is all the Conſolation I have. He ſpoke 
this with ſuch a Tenderneſs, that I could not forbear 
Sighing : What means that Sigh, cry'd he fond- 
ly, am I ſo happy as to have made any Impreſſion on 

cu ſpeak, my Angel continued he, aſſure my 
A and let the ſweet Reflection that my Idea is pre- 
teat 
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ſent with you, enable me to bear with ſome Patience the 
Pains of Abſence. Ah! my Lord! reply'd I, do not 
preſs me any farther I beſeech you whenever you 
are near me, or ſpeak to me, I am not myſelt- 
what do you aim at=———what do you expect from 
me why do you endeavour to engage a young 
Maid of my Condition I know very well the 
Reſpect that is due to you, and the Obligations I have 
to you; but were you ten times greater than you are, 
and I more beholden, I would not liſten to any thing in 
judice of my Virtue. May it be ever facred, cry'd 
1 and no prophane Wretch ever attempt its Violation. 
No, Teanetta, 7 eanetta, added he, my Affections 
are pure as your own Virgin Thoughts the whole 
of my Deſires is to be loved by you. Bleſs me, 
faid I, I think the Gentlemen can talk of nothing elſe 
I ſuppoſe it is the Faſhion among People of 
Quality. I never heard ſo much of Love fince L 
was born, as in the eight Days I haye been here. 
How ! cry'd the Marquis in a kind of perplex'd Sur- 
prize, I was never happy enough to mention mine till 
this Moment. Is your Lordſhip the only- Perſon I 
ſee here, anſwer'd I, without conſidering the Folly I 
was guilty of? all the other Gentlemen that viſit the 
Counteſs, ſay much the ſame things to me as you do; 
but above all the Chevalier D' Ebieux perſecutes me 
continually. O!]! Heaven! interrupted he, is the Che- 
valier D*Elhieux in love with you? I know not that 
—————anſwer'd I; but if one ought to believe a Man 
when he ſays he is in love, he has told me fo too often 
for me to doubt it. And what Anſwer have you given 
him? ſaid the Marquis hattily. The Converſations we 
have had together on that Head, faid I, were ſo little 
pleaſing to me, that I gave them no Place in my Me- 
mory——all I know is, that I ſhould not be ſorry if he 
were no leſs deſirous of entertaining me, than Made- 
moiſelle his Siſter ſeems to be, and that I might be eagd 
of his Importunities. May I depend on your Sincerity 
in this Point, lovely Feanetta ? reſumed he, do you 
not feel a ſecret Pleaſure when he talks to you ? 


No, 
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No, indeed, interrupted I, with the moſt perfect Sim- 
plicity, one Word from you dwells more upon me than 

an hundred from him. 
1 had no ſooner utter'd theſe Words, than the Mar- 
quis appear'd all Extaſy his Eyes ſparkled with 
brighter and fiercer Fire ga glowing Red cover'd 
all his Face, and he cry'd out O! happy! happy 
that I am if what you ſay be real, I would not 
change Conditions with a Monarch. Repeat 
repeat, my lovely Maid, the bliſsful Sound this ſoft 
Confeſſion has given me a new Life————methinks, I 
breathe another Air I'm in Heaven. 
Never had I been more ſurprized than at that Inſtant, 
l knew not what he meant, and thought him mad 
Heavens! cry'd I, what have I ſaid what is 
it that tranſports you ? Have I ſpoke any thing I 
ought not ng, no, rejoin'd he haſtily, ſpeak ever 
thus if your Heart dictated theſe charming Words 
O! do not contradict it—never—never ſhall you have 
cauſe to repent the Tenderneſs you have for me. My 
Heart has ſaid nothing, cry'd I, with a good deal of Vi- 
vacity : if I have let fall any Words without knowing the 
meaning, you ought not to turn them to my Diſadyan- 
tage. How, ſaid the Marquis with a viſible Change in 
all his Air, am I to go from you overwhelm'd with 
Grief and Diſpair ! your Heart has ſaid nothing, 
eee well; to another, perhaps, it will 
I have no more to do but to die, ſince I have 

incurr'd your Hatred. 
He ſpoke theſe laſt Words with an Accent which 
ierc'd me to the Soul —— my God, ſaid I, how un- 
ppy am I, not to be able to expreſs myſelf in a man- 
ner to be underitood——2—mit was not my Intention to 
offend———but, my Lord, you ſhould not talk to one, 
who has not yet arriv'd at Senſe enough to anſwer you 
——— when I become more polite, as this is the Place to 
make me ſo, I will ſay nothing that ſhall diſpleaſe you. 
lle could not forbear imiling at my Simplicity, 
which I perceiving, well, ſaid I, what a ſtrange thing 
is this ! You were juſt now ready to weep, and now I have 
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made I ſuppoſe, ſome freſh Blunder you laugh at me—— 
"tis beit for me to be filent for the future. 

After theſe Words, which I could not pronounce with- 
out Peeviſhneſs, I turned my Eyes upon my Work, 
nor would be prevail'd upon by all the tender things he 
faid, either to look up or ſpeak. 

Finding every thing ineffeQtual at laſt, he ceas'd, and 
I imagining he was turn'd away, lifted up my Eyes 
haſtily to ſee what was become of him; but caſt them 
down immediately with a good deal of Confuſion, find- 
ing him ſtanding in the ſame Poſture he had been in, 
and looking ſtedfaſtly upon me. You then reſolve 
my Death, ſaid he, ſince you will neither ſpeak to me 
nor look upon me cruel Creature Farewel for 
ever. 

The word Cruel rome me, I thought the Marquis 
very unjuſt to accuſe me of ſo baſe a thing, but how 
little I underſtood his meaning in it, will beſt be ſhewn 
in the childiſh Anſwer I made him No, my 
Lord, ſaid I, I don't deſerve ſuch Reproach———I am 
not, nor ever was Cruel to any thing——I1 never ſaw 
a Lamb killed without weeping———and when my 
Brother and Siſter have fallen upon me, I would not ſo 
much as defend myſelf for fear I ſhould hurt them 
how then can I be call'd Crue/? I went on till 
repeating the word Cruel, and as Love makes us look 
with favourable Eyes on every Thing, the Marquis was 
ſo pleaſed with my ingenuous Simplicity, that he would 
not interrupt me. But perceiving I had done, I ask 
your pardon, my deareſt Feanetta, ſaid he, the Word 
Cruel in a Lover's Mouth implies not being ill-natured, 
but being inſenſible of the Paſhon he aims to inſpire 
if you ſhould prove ſo to me, I cannot blame you for 
it, tho' I ſhould lament my own hard Fate I 
ſhould die, Feanetta, but ought not to complain 
J hope, however, more C from your Compaſſion ; 
and as there is no Time to be loſt, permit me to tell you, 
that I will ſend my Valet de Chambre twice a Week, 
with a pretended Compliment to the Counteſs, but in 
reality to hear News of you—————jc will find Means 
X I | do 
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to (peak to you, and will bring your Anſwers back, 
which will in ſome Degree ſoften the Aſperity of Ab- 
ſence Beſides I ſhall take all Opportunities poſ- 
ſible to come down here at preſent I will prefs 
you no farther for the knowledge how I ſtand in your 

ood Wiſhes, ſince yau ſeem ſo averſe to declare your 

If on that Point; however I ſhall be able to form ſome 
Judgment of it, by the Progreſs you ſhall make in 
learning to write, and I flatter myſelf I then find you 
will at leaſt not hate me becauſe I love you He 
was proceeding to ſay ſomething more but my Governeſs 
came to us, ſhe had won four Lewis d Ort and ran to 
offer the Marquis his Share; no Madamoiſelle, ſaid he, 
putting back her Hand, I defire you will keep them 
your ſelf———they may be lucky another time 
when I return to Yer/ailles, I will play for you, and 
try if you are as fortunate in deep Play as you have 
been here. I do not defire in Return you will take 
Care of this Girl; but if I hear you do fo, will pro- 
miſe you ſhall find your Account in it hereafter——this 
was taking her on the weak Side, eſpecially as ſhe knew 
the Liberality of the Marquis, and how punctual he 
was in keeping his Word. You nced not doubt, my 
Lord, anſwered ſhe, for I love her as my own Child, 
and will be no leſs watchful over her. I am not 
to learn that our young Chevalier has a Deſign upon 
her, but God forbid he ſhould ſuceeed——no, no, I ſhall 
keep ſo firift an Eye upon him, that he ſhall not fo 
much as ſpeak to her but when I am by I know 
him well enough, and he alſo knows me, he dares not 
affront me; juſt as ſhe had left off ſpeaking, the Com- 
pany roſe from Table, the Bank was broke, and the 
Counteſs came to acquaint the Marquis with his Loſs, 
which he ſeemed little concern'd at. Soon after they 
all adjourn'd to the Garden, and I remain'd with only 
Madamoiſelle Du Pare, whole Change of Behaviour to 
me, made me fee the good EfteRts of the Marquis's Ci- 
vilities, for ſo ſhe call'd the Money and the Promiſes 
ſhe had received from him; and indeed from this time 
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forward ſhe uſed me with the greateſt Tenderneſs ima- 


inable. 
_ When the Marquis,and all the other Company departed, 
the Chevalier D' £/bieux had Leiſure to proſecute the 
unhappy Paſſion he had entertain'd for me, and was ſo 
diligent in following me wherever I went, that the 
whole Family perceived it, and the Counteſs being in- 
form'd of it, reprimanded him accordingly ; but her 
Words, far from having the Effect ſhe expected, ſerved 
but to encreaſe his Deſires, as it afterwards prov'd ; though 
for the preſent he ſeem'd, as he promis'd he would do, 
to have baniſh'd me entirely from his Thoughts : He 
neither ſpoke to me, nor endeavour'd to find any Oppor- 
tunity of accoſting me, and when any one offer d with- 
out his ſeeking it, he ſcarce vouchſafed a Look towards 
me; but I too ſoon found this Change of Behaviour was 
only Diſſimulation, and that nothing is more dangerous 
_ Conſtraint in a Heart, not under the Direction of 

tue. 

As to my Treatment from the reſt of the Family it 
was different: The Counteſs herſelf was extremely kind 
and condeſcending, but not all my Aſſiduities could en- 

age Mademoiſelle 4 E/bieux to behave to me with the 
eaſt Good nature: I know not whether the Devoirs 
paid me by the Marquis had inſpired me with a cer- 
tain Indignity to Affronts, or that I really had it in my 
Nature ; but I confeſs I found a World of Difficulty in 
ſubmitting to a Perſon of her haughty Carriage ; though 
had ſhe uſed me with any Degree of Affability, I ſhould 
have thought nothing too much to oblige her. I often 
wept when alone, and the Abſence of the Marquis, per- 
haps, contributed not a little to the calling forth my 
Tears. Every little rebuff I met with made me re- 
member his Tenderneſs and Politeneſs, and ſet all his Virtues 
in the moſt amiable Light. In fine, I loved him, 


and was now no longer ignorant I did fo——at firſt I 
would have impu my Inquietudes to ſome other 
ſource ; but it was in vain for me to go about to deceive 
myſelf in this Point, tho' I was lucky enough to de- 
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During the Abſence of the Marquis I apply'd cloſely 
to Writing, and profited ſo well by my Inſtructions, that 
I ſoon knew how to join my Letters ; the firit Uſe I made 
of my Proficiency, was to ſcribble a whole Sheet of Paper, 
and took an extreme, tho' innocent Pleaſure, in teſtifving 
to my Lover, that I had not forgot what he ſaid to me 
on that Account: This I gave, with a great Charge to 
Dubois, the Marquiz's Valet de Chambre, who was 
then come to the Caſtle on the Errand mentioned to me 
by the Marquis, and he aſſured me, he would give it in- 
to his Maſter's own Hand, who he knew would be high- 
ly delighted with it. le then enquire concern- 
ing the Behaviour of the Chevalier, I doubted not but 
he „as commiſſion'd to do ſo, and gave him a faithlul 
Account of every thing. 

How happy did I now think myſelf in the Conſide- 
ration my dear Marquis had for me, and how many be- 
witching Ideas ran through my Mind, and render'd me 
incapable of ſeeing the Thorns, that muſt neceſſarily at- 
tend the preſent Roſes of my flatter'd Paſſion but 
reciprocal, faithful Love, would be tco much of Heaven 
tor Nlortals to enjoy, if permanent but, alas, 
tis fleeting, or ſo chequer'd with croſs Accidents, that 
convinces us no perfect Happineſs is to be found below. 

I had contracted a very great Intimacy with a young 
Woman at the Caſtle, call'd Mademoiſelle Cathenra; 
ſhe was Neice to my Governeſs, and perfectly gc- 
quainted with all her good and bad Qualities, which ſhe 
did not ſeruple to ſpeak impartially of to me: She had 
an Infinity of Good-nature, a great deal of Wit, and a 
liberal Education, and I was very much indebted to the 
Pains ſhe took with me, that I fo ſoon ſhook off the Rule 
ticity of a Country Life. Her Age as well as Experi- 
ence was ſuperior to mine; but that did not hinder us 
from being inſeparable Companions : the Evening after 
Dubais went away, this Friend, myſelf and Governeſs, 
went to take a little walk in a Wood adjacent to the 
Caſtle. Mademoiſelle Du Pare had a Book in her 
| Hand, on which ſhe ſeeming attentive, we had the Op- 
portunity of retiring ſome Diſtance from her. Our 
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Converſation accidently turn'd on the Counteſs, and I 
expreſſing ſome ſurprize that ſhe could live ſo long with- 
out ſeeing her Huſband, whom ſhe had left at Verſailles, 
and had never been once at the Caſtle the whole Sum- 
mer ; ſhe inform'd me, that for many Years they had 
been on very indifferent Terms together, that he never 
came into the Country till ſhe left it; nor ſhe to Town 
without being certain he was abſent, and that this was 
the only Point in which they agreed. Good God, faid 
1, is it poſſible for married Peop'e to live ſeparate from 
each othe1 we never hear of any ſuch thing in 
our Village, what can be the Occaſion of it ? 
Love and Jealouſy, reply'd Mademoiſelle Catherina ; 
Monſieur does not approve that his Wife ſhould have 
Admirers, and Madam cannot live without them. What 
do Women admit of Courtſhip after they are married ? 
cry'd I. Yes, my dear Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, I know it is 
not right; but it is very common, eſpecially at Pays, 
Intereſt makes more Marriages than Inclination, 
and where there is no Sympathy of Minds, there can be 
no Conformity to Rule: yet this vile Cuſtom daily 
gains ground, and will prevail above Reaſon.—The Huſ- 

nd enjoys himſelf with his Miſtreſſes, the Wife con- 
ſoles with her Gallants; and tho' they live together 
in the ſame Houſe, ſeldom ſee each others Faces, and 
theſe are reckon'd among the happieſt Couples; fer 
there are Huſbands leſs obliging, who expect an exact 
Adherence to Duty in their Wives, while themſelves 
riot in all the Exceſſes of Libertiniſm, and if ſhe expc- 
ſtulates, or refuſes to comply, the Houſe becomes a per- 
fe Babel of Confullon—————nothing is to be heard but 
Quarrels and Complaints, and an eternal Separation is 
the beſt that can befal them Some again agree 
rever £0 dilturb each others Pleaſures, and if there can 
be any true Felicity without Virtue, theſe partake it, 
becauſe under no Reſtraint. Some too without being 
under any Engagement elſewhere, are quite indifferent 
to each other; and the Age is not without Examples of 
ſome, who having liv'd a long time together in a State 
of Diſagreement, have at lalt found out Charms 3 
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each other, which have brought them to à perfect 
Reconciliation; but this happens very rarely, and I dare 
anſwer will never be the Caſe of our Lord and Lady. 
Your God- mother, indeed, has the Character of a 
virtuous Woman, but ſhe affects the Air of a Coquette ; 
ſhe loves to be thought amiable, and to amuſe herſelf 
with the Addreſſes of Perſons who make a Figure in the 
World. 'ome People are of that unhappy Tem- 
per, that they cannot be eaſy without it ſhe is of 
that Number, and nothing can be more dull and ſpleen: - 
tic than her Ladyſhip has been theſe three Months, that 
the has been in the Country, tis but ſince the young 
Marquis De “ paid his Devoirs, that ſhe has 
been once in a gay Humour indeed, ſome Days 
before his Departure, he appear'd ſo very much ena- 
mour'd, and behav'd toward her with ſuch Aſſiduity and 
'Fenderneſs, as might have render'd a Perſon leſs deſi- 
rous of attracting, vain of her Conqueſt. 

She ſaid ſomething more, but I was incapable of hear- 
ing it toucli'd to the Heart with a Paſſion I never 
before had any Notion of, the Force overwhelm'd at 
once my unguarded Faculties, and I fainted away on the 
(Graſs where we were ſitting. Catherina ſoon 
brought me to myſe'f, and her Aunt ſeeing what had 
happen'd to me, came hattily up, and I was led be- 
tween them to the Caitle, where they put me immedi- 
ately to Bed, and perſuaded me to endeavour to Sleep, 
us being the beſt Remedy for my Diſorder ; I pretended 
to be of the ſame Opinion in order to be left alone, and 
when I was, gave a looſe to all the Horrors that in that 
dreadful Moment had Poſſeſſion of my Mind. 

Ah! wretched Creature that I am, cry'd I to my- 
ſelf, to have ſuffer'd a Paſſion ſo fatal to my Repote, 
ever to gain Entrance into my Heart why, cruel 
Marquis, did you take Pleaſure in deceiving a poor 
Girl, whoſe only guard was Innocence ? Could 
you not love the Counteſs without my Ruin ?————[ 
attempted not to gain your Affection? O]! why did vou 
take ſuch Pains to inſpire me with a Tenderneſs, which 
can aftord you no Satisfaction. O! Charbtta—— 
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Charbtta 


I now feel your Pains, when you found 
yourſelf abandon'd by all that was dear to you. 

In this manner did I exclaim, and the Story of that 
unhappy Maid, coming now freſh again into my Mind, 
I drew Parallels between her Caſe and mine, and when I 
conſider'd the Cataſtrophe of hers, cry'd the ſame 
might have been mine, but for the Goodneſs of an all 


directing Providence. 


The Agitations of my Mind would have been too 
violent to ſuſtain, had they not found vent in Tears, which 
at laſt bringing a Heavineſs on my Fyes made me fall 
into a Slumber: I awoke the next Morning much re- 
freſh'd, and thoſe excellent Leſſons given me by my 
Mother to ſubmit all to Heaven, render'd me more com- 
poſed, and I found Conſolation in the Thought, that as 
the Marquis was falſe, ſo early a Diſcovery of his Per- 
fidy was the greateſt Happineis could befal me. 

As I was coming out of my Chamber, I met the Che- 
valier D'Elbieux ; 1 come, ſaid he, to enquire of your 
Health, they tell me you were indiſpos'd laſt Night; 
but I ſee no Remains of it, in ycur Countenance this 
Morning. So much the worſe, reply'd I, for I am ſtill 
very ill, Will you give me leave to preſcrihe for you, 
reſumed he, I am the beſt Phyſician in the World, 
and if you put your Confidence in me will engage a per- 
fect Cure; with the'e Words he took hold of my Hand, 
and preſs'd it very hard, let me go, Monſieur, ſaid I, I 
will put Confidence in no Man in the World 0 
cry'd he, you are in Iil-humour this Morning there 
is a Man in the World that merits you ſhould regard 
him with more Complaiſance.—Ha ! is there not in 
ſpeaking theſe Words, he put on an Air which denoted ke 
meant no other than himſelf ; and this Vanity, join'd to 
the Diſlike 1 before had to him, render'd him ſo con- 
temptible, that I could not help diſcovering it in my 
Eves ; but he was ſo far from being daunted at it, as a 
Perſon who truly lov'd would have been, that he 
catch'd me forcibly in his Arms, and cry'd, come, 
come, I mult teach you to be leſs ſcornſul [ gave 
a great Shriek, and ſtruggled to diſengage myſelf. 


Mademoiſelle 
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Mademoiſelle Du Pare heard and come running to my 
Aſſiſtance, on which he let me go. Fie, Mionſieur, ſaid 
ſhe, is this the Reſpect you pay to your Mother's Com- 
mands ? I dont know how her Ladyſhip may reſent 
it; but I am ſure, I will not ſuſter ſuch a Behaviour to a 
voung Girl committed to my Care. With this ſhe 
puſh'd him out of the Room, and ſhut the Door with 
Vehemence againſt him. He ſaid not a Word in anſwers 
to her, but I then thought I could fee Malice and Fury 
in his Eyes, and afterwards proved I had not been de- 
ceived in my Conjectures. 

You did well to cry out, ſaid my Governels as ſoon as 
we were alone, you ſee how managed him————3 
boiſterous Creature [ ſhall be glad when he is gone, 
and that will be in a ſhort Time, as his Mother informs 
me they ſay he has a great deal of Wit, if his 
Pride would give him leave to moderate his Paſſions ; but 
for my Part there is a certain ſullen Cait with his Eyes, 
that 1 never liked he always looks, according to 
my Judgment, as if he were meditating ſome Miſchief 

After ſome further Diſcourſe on the ſame Subject we 
went to the Counteſe's Apartment, where to my great 
ſurprize we found the Marquis; as I had not heard of his 
Arrival, I was not prepar'd for this Encounter, and I 
believe had gone out of the Room had not Reicntment 
and Shaine detain'd me. 


As ſoon as he perceived me he ran haſtily toward me, 


crying, my dear Feanettia, how do you do? Heaven: ! 


added he, as he approach'd me nearer, how ſhe is abt d 
What can be the meaning of tl ———what has 
befallen you ſince I was here:! with theſe words he 
took my Hand, but I ſnatch'd it haſtily away, and at 
the ſame time gave him a look full of ſnd;2uation. I 
ſaw he was amazed at my Behaviour, but he ecoenvourtd 
to ſtifle it the Girl is feveriſh, Madim, iaid ha, 


turning to the Counteſs, has ſhe been indiipo.rd ? a little, 
my Lord replyed ſhe, laſt Night, but Riademoiſelle Fx 
Pare ſays ' twill go off again. I ſhall be glad to find her 
not miſtaken, reſume) he, but in my opinion {he is now 
very ill. On this, the Counygs call'd me to her, and 
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having felt my Pulſe, found it enough diſorder'd to think 


the Marquis was in the right the has a little Fever 
indeed, ſaid ſhe, order a Phyſician to be ſent for, Made- 
moitelle, and let her be put to Bed and taken care of. 

The Marquis's Eyes were never off me, he hoped to 
have diſcover'd by mine, as he afterwards told me, the 
Cauſe of that Chagrin, which had render'd me ſo unlike 
what I was when he left me, but I gave him as little time 
for Examination as poſſible, and as ſoon as the Counteſs 
had given the Charge concerning me to Mademoiſelle 
Da Pare, made a low Curteſy and withdrew. 

I went to Bed diſordered enough indeed both in Mind 
and Body—the ſight of the Marquis—the Charms I ſtill 
ſaw in him———the Certainty I thought I had that his 
Mind was far unworthy of his lovely Perſon, threw me 
into Agonies, which made ſo ſenſible a Revolution in me, 
that in a few Tours I fell in good earneſt into a burning 
Fever, which {till encreaſing, I became quite delirious 
the next Day. 

The Extremity of my Diſtemper made me wholly in- 
capable of knowing what paſs'd, ſo that I am indebted to 
Mademoifelte Catherina, who never left my Chamber, for 


this part of my Hiſtory. The Counteſs, on being inform'd 


of my Condition, was very much concern'd, and com- 
manded that nothing ſhould be omitted for my Recovery, 
but came not to viſit me, her Ladyſhip being one of 
thoſe who dread the Sick, and not even her own Children 
in that Condition would have expected to ſee her. Nor 
am | at all ſurpriz'd at it, for fince my living in the 
World, I have knoun People carry their Apprehenſions to 
ſuch an Extravagance, as not to bear the Converſation of 
any one who has viſited the Sick. It was well for the 
Marquis that ſhe was not of this Number ; for hearing 
of the Danger I was in, he ran like one bereft of Reaſon 
to my Chamber, and his Love and Fears for me making 
him imagine me yet worſe than I was, he was no longer 
the Maſter of his Actions; he threw himſelf on the Floor 
by the Bed-fide, and broke forth into ſuch paſhonate Ex- 
clamations, that my Governeſs and her Neice, who luckily 
were the only Perſons in e Room, ſoon perceived _ 
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dear I was to him. Nor did he ſeem deſirous to make 
them think otherwiſe, when a little recover'd from the 
firſt Emotions of his Grief- tis in vain for me, ſaid 
he, to go about to conceal the Intereſt I take in this dear 
Giri's Recovery——my Life depends upon it while he 
ſpoke he drew out a Purſe, and putting it into Made- 
moiſelle Da Pare's Hand, there are, purſued he, an hundred 
Lewis D'Ors, I beg your acceptance of them but if 
you can fave this dear, this only Jewel of my Soul, my 
Acknowledgments to you ſhall be as unlimited as my Joy 
then turning to Catherina, who was weeping by 
me, and plucking a Ring off his Finger, be pleaſed to 
wear this Diamond as a Reward for your kind Care. 
1 fee you love this charming Maid, and that's enough to 
make you forever dear to ne. be regard——the 
Adoration I have for her is not to be expreſs'd not 
do be conceiv*d ye Heavens, who know the Purity 
of my Intentions, reitore her to me — Ah, Jeanctta 
'F eanetta! you hear me not O that the giving up 
my own Life could preſerve your: Look upon me, my 
Cherubim; fee to what a Condition I am reduced tle 
could no more, they told me for Tears; and when the 
Torrent ceasd good God ! ſaid he, what can have 
brought on this dreadful Change -I left her in perfect 
Health O how ſhe burns——her Eyes are open, yet 
ſhe ſees me not. 

His Valet coming that Moment to the Chamber door 
to receive his Orders go, ſaid he, take poſt immediately 
fly, and bring hither Monſieur de Heavens, 
how miſerable am his Expreſſions were accom- 
panied with ſo ſincere a Grief, that neither my Governeſs 
nor her Neice could refrain weeping. 

My God-mother ſoon after ſent her Page to deſire his 
Company below Stairs —Mademoiſelle Du Pare entreated 
him to conceal his Trouble, and to leave the Caſtle the 
next Day——you will not, ſaid ſhe, be able to command 
E if you remain here any time———the Counteſs 

diſcerning Eyes, ſhe will diſcover the Secret of your 
Love, the conſequence of which will be, that Feazetta 
will be ſent home, and the World be left at liberty to 
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cenſure as they pleaſe the Cauſe go therefore, my 
Lord, purſued the, your Preſence here can he of no 
manner ct {ervice to the dear Girl ———depend upon it, 
I wiil oaic nothing that may be conducive to her 
Recovery, nor do I cefpair cf it he has Youth, and 
a good Conllitution on ker fide. By this and the like 
Arguments he was at Izik prevaild on: after kiſſing my 
{amis with Agonie; two great for utterance he retired, 
aud the next Day toc his leave of the Counteſs, to 
* nom hie was chiig'd to invent an Excuſe for his Da- 
Fruure. ſo much ivoner than ſhe expeded on his 
121 


Cn als Tonrn he met Dubois and Xlonſieur de — 
the bayäcian, to uhom te Arenuouſly recommended the 
cure of his Patient. and Heg'd him net to quit me till he 
had made a rerfect Cure. Delo7s lad alin Orders not 
to return to him, till he could bring him the News cf 
my Recovery. | | 

The great care that was taken of me, join'd to the 
Skill of the Phyiician, put me out of Danger in about k!teen 
Day: —— the Recital which Catherina made me of what 
had paſs'd, contributed not a little to my Recovery: — 
the De'pair which the Marquis teſtiſyed, gave me the 
higheſt Conteatment, and I ſcrupled not, when I found 
he had made no Secret of his Paſſion, to diſcover the 
Cauſe that had brought me even to the Gates of Death: 
they blamed my Jealouſy, and convinced me how unjult 
it was, by telling me, that his Love for the Countess 
was but an Expedient to be near me without Suſpicion. 
I conſeſs d to them how great a progreſs Love had made 
in my Heart, but at the ſame Time aſſured them, that it 
ſhould never influence me ſo far as to lay myſelf liable 
to the Miſchieſs poor Charlotta, whole Story they had 
heard from me, was involved in. 

Mademoiſelle Du Pare embraced me with the utmoſt 
Tenderne!s, and applauded my Reſolution : ſhe aſſured 
me ſhe would contribute all in her power to confirm me 
in them, and preſerve my Virtue from all the Dangers 
that might threaten it. The Preſents lier Niece and ſelf 
had receiv'd from the Marquis had made a great Im- 
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prey on them ; they drew from his Behaviour a Pre- 
age of Conſequences happy for them, as well as for 
me: Every thing conſpir'd to flatter me; we talk'd of 
nothing all Day but my Lover, I every Day heard News 
of him, and ſuch agreeable Entertainments diſſipated all 
my Apprehenſions, and by ſwift Degrees reltor'd me to 
my former Strength. | 

[ had nothing now to diſconcert me, but the Chevalier 
D' Elbieux, who came ten times a Day into my Cham- 
ber; I was vex'd at his Importunities, but durſt not be 
rude to him, as I was under ſuch Obligations to his Mo- 
ther: Mademoiſelle Du Pare, however, made me 
more eaſy, by promiſing ſhe would take care he never 
ſhould have any Opportunity to treat me with more 
Freedom, than was becoming me to allow. —I 
dreaded his Preſence notwithſtanding, tho' I knew not 
why, for he now pretended his former Fires were quite 
extinguiſh'd in the more laudable ones of Frieadihip, 
and Admiration of my Virtue———it ſeem'd as if I 
had a Foreboding of what was ſhortly to enſue, and to 
which I owe all the Series of Troubles, which ſo long 
delay'd my Happineſs. 

In the mean time the Marquis, to whom my Gover- 
neſs without letting me know it, had given an Account 
oi the Occaſion of my Illneſs, wrote me a long Tetter 
to entreat my Pardon for his having been the innocent 
Occaſion————it was full of the moſt tender Aſſu- 
rances of an everlaſting Fidelity ind the moſt 
ſolemn Vows, that he would one Day give me an undeni- 
able Proof of it. He alſo wrote, that he would 
be at the Caſtle the next Day, to prevent my being ſure 
priz'd at ſeeing him unexpectedly. | 

To be able to judge of my Satisfaction one muſt love 
like me, aud have a Lover Hach as the Marquis. 

J read the dear Billet a thouſand and a thouſand times, 
and laid it carefully by, as a Tellimony of the moit ten- 
der Paſſion that ever was. 

The Counteſs was overjoy'd at my Recovery | 
the Chevalier appear'd ſo too; but kept himſelf within 
te Bounds of that Moderation, which mig! t be expected 
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from a virtuous Friendſhip. I now began to have 
a fincere one for him, and to check all Apprehenſions 
of his being otherwiſe than what he ſeem'c this 
Change in him being what J moſt earneſtly wiſh'd, I 
now thought myſelf very happy. The following Day 
after my Letter, which was that in which I expected 
the Marquis, I appear'd more than ordinarily ſprightly : 
My Governeſs ſeeing me fo well eſtabliſh'd, propos'd a 
Walk, as believing the Air would be of Service to me: 
She mention'd it at the Counteſs's Table, where I had 
the Honour of fitting fince my Recovery, to the great 
Mortification of Mademoiſelle D* Elbicux : The Phyſi- 
cian, who ſtill attended me, approved of my taking the 
Air, and it was agreed we ſhould go toward Evening. 
After Dinner Catherina whiſper'd me, that this 
Walk was a Contrivance of her Aunt's to meet the Mar- 
quis, that he might have the Pleaſure of congratulating 
my Recovery, in a leſs reſtrain'd manner than he could have 
done before Perſons who were not in the Secret ; I took 
this extremely kind, and was under no Scruples of meet- 
ing my Lover, having with me a Confidante of Made- 
moiſelle Du Pare's Character; for tho I knew ſhe was 
greatly govern'd by Intereſt, yet I knew alſo that ſhe 
would not for any view be guilty of a baſe Action. 


Her Neice, who was Sincerity itſelf, having told me 


thoſe things which might juſtly be call'd Faults, made 
me acquainted alſo with her good Qualities. 
The Heat of the Day being over, I went out accom- 


pany'd only by my Governeſs and Catherina; we took the 


Road which we knew the Marquis muſt paſs, it was in 
the middle of a Wood; and r we had walk'd about 
half an Hour, we ſat down on a little Bank at the Foot 
of ſome Trees, in ſight of the Road ; but we Had not 
been there above ten or twelve Minutes, before we heard 
a Whiſtle a little diſtance from us.  ] was ſtartled, 
but Mademoiſcile Da Pare and Catherina laugh'd at me, 
and told me I had no Occaſion to be frighted——___ 
there could be no danger of any thing in that Place ; and 
that the Whiſtle I had heard, was, perhaps, Children, 
who were diverting themſelves in calling the _ A 
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ſecond Whiſtle, however, was immediately given from 
another Quarter, and which ſeem'd to anſwer the firſt, 
and the next Moment we heard the Noiſe of Horſes : 
I turn'd about haſtily and gave a loud Cry, ſeeing four 
Men vizarded, and riding full Gallop towards us. 
Neither of my Companions had time to utter a Syllable, 
much leſs to quit the Place we were ſeized in an 
Inftant by three of theſe Ruffians, while the fourth was 
left to take Care of the Horſes————they put Hand- 
kerchiefs in our Mouths to prevent our crying out, and 
dragg'd us to a By-place 23 with a Coppice, 
where they bound Mademoiſelle Du Pare and her 
Neice, and left them tied to two Trees. I was 
carry'd ſtill farther into a kind of Grotto, and left 
alone with one of the Men who ſeem'd to be me prin- 
Cixa!; and who on his throwing off his Vizard, I diſ- 
cover'd to be the Chevalier D' E/bieax.———O! what 
was my Surprize——what Millions of horrid Ideas did 
in one Inſtant croud into my Mind ſince nothing 
but Violence, ſaid he, can prevail on you, tis fit 
you ſhould be uſed according to your own Faſhion. 
Theſe Words were accompany'd with ſuitable Actions 
- I was not bound, and the Danger I was in 
giving me uncommon Strength, I defended myſelf for 
ome time ; the Handkerchief alſo falling out of my 
Mouth, I made the Foreſt echo with my Shrieks ——— 
but notwithſtanding all my Reſiſtance, I muſt have fal- 
len a Victim to the brutal Paſſion of this Monſter, had 
not Heaven took Compaſſion on my Innocence 
the Sound of a Horſe coming toward us oblig'd him to 
deſiſt he turn'd to look whence it proceeded, and 
the Imprecations he utter'd on ſeeing a Man coming to 
my Aſſiſtance, were almoſt as ſhocking to me as the 
Force he offer'd. Determining not to loſe his 
Prey if he could avoid it, he flew to fetch his Piſtols 
from the Holſters of his Saddle. I took the Oppor- 
tunity and ran as faſt as I could, and it is not to be 
doubted, but on ſuch an Occaſion, Fear gave Wings to 
my Feet. I was ſoon at a great Diſtance from the 
Place; but the Noiſe of their Fighting reach'd 2 
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Ears the Report of their Villols ecchoing through 
every quarter of the Foreit, was very terrible. 
Here my Strength fail'd me—————Fear and Fatigue 
overcame me [ could go no farther, and tel: 
without Senſe or Motion at the Foot of a Tice, 


The End of the FIRST PART. 
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\/ HE Night was far advanc'd, when I 
z Tecover'd from my Swoon: A cold 
Dew hung upon my Face : My Limbs 
ſeem'd numb'd, and it was with the 
utmoſt Difficulty I roſe from my un- 
Y eaſy Bed. Darkneſs in itſelf is dread- 
+ ful when alone, but the Solitude I was 
in had ſomething in it more terrible than can be expreſs'd 
be Screaming of Owls the Howling of 
Wolves the hollow Murmurings of the Winds 
ruſtling through the 'Irees—————the uncertain Glim- 
merings of a few ſc:.tter'd Stars, which ſerv'd to give no 
other Light than juſt to ſhew the Horrors of every thing 
around, and render Night more ſhocking, might well 
have ſtruck a damp to a Heart more couragious than 
e mine 
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What will become of me, ſaid I to my- 
where am I? whether ſhall I go? 
how eſcape the Fate that purſues me ? 
trembling and ignorant what Road 1 ought to take, I 
wander'd without knowing where my Fears not on- 
ly augmented every Danger, but created more 
ſometimes I ran with all the Speed I could———ſome- 
times ſtood ſtill a Pat but bruſh'd me with its 
Wings, I thought myſelf loſt———2 Stump of a 


mine. 
ſelf ? 


Tree catch'd my Gown, I imagin'd the Raviſher had 


ſeiz'd me, and cry'd out a low hung Bough hit 
me on the Face, and I fell down, more with the force 
of Apprehenſion than the Blow. I had been ſo 
ſcar'd with theſe imaginary Miſchiefs, that the real one 
which ſoon enſued had leſs Effect upon me—as I was pro- 
ſecuting my diſtracted Progreſs, I felt the Ground ſink 
under me, and I fell igto a Pit; it either could not be 
very deep, or I was very fortunate in my Fall, for I 
found myſelf in a fitting Poſture at the Bottom, without 
having receiv'd the leaſt Hurt. 

What new Alarms invaded me in ſo unexpected a Situ- 
ation, may eaſily be conceiv'd : I gather'd myſelf all in 
a Heap, and wrapping my Gown about me gave a looſe 
to Tears and to Complainings, till Sleep at laſt had pity 
on my Wretchedneſs, and clos'd my watry Eyes in ſweet 
Forgetfulneſs and Death of Care. 

The Dawn of Day had begun to pierce the Obſcurity 
of the Wood———and the Birds with their chearful 
Notes welcom'd the Return of the Father of Light, 
when I awoke, and ſtarted in a Fright, which had more - 
real Foundation than all that had preceded it. A Wolf, 
which Fear repreſented to me ten times larger than he 
was, lay cloſe by me——— cur Fortunes were a like, 
he could not ſcape the Snare laid for him, and all ſtrong 
and furious as he was, was as unable to help himſelf as 
J was————-f terrible a Sight made me not doubt 
but my laſt Hour was come; and ſet myſelf to pray 
with a!l my might. I look'd on thele Misfortunes 
as a Puniſhment, Heaven inflicted on me, for veg 
teo much indulg'd my Inclinations for the Marquis; — 
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made a ſolemn Promiſe, that if I were preſerved from the 
devouring Jaws of this fierce Animal, I would avoid all 
ks 1s of ſeeing him for the future, and devote 
myſelf wholly to the Love of God and his Divine In- 
ſpirations. 

We never pray with ſo much Feryor as in times of 
Danger, nor is any thing ſo great a Conſolation to us : 
At leaſt I found it ſo; for after finiſning my Devotion, 
I felt myſelf much more compoſed, the Horror of my 
Situation diminiſh'd ; and as before I durſt not caſt 
my Eyes towards my formidable Neighbour, I could 
now look him in the Face. He ſeem'd alſo chang'd 
from what he was by Nature his Countenance 
ſo far from fierce had ſomething of Pity moving in it 
he view'd his Priſon round, as tho' to find out 
ſome way of eſcaping, then caſt his Eyes to the Top 
with an Earneſtneſs; Inſtinct informing him that was 
the Place where he deſcended——— he walk'd ſlowly 
backward and forward, and every Step he took I trem- 
bled, and thought he was coming to devour me 
on a ſudden he ſeem'd to liſten to ſome Noiſe, then 
changing his Place, crept haſtily under my Gown. 
I was now in ſuch a Terror that I could do nothing but 
lift my Eyes to Heaven———when a new, and as it 
might have prov'd, more dangerous Apparition firuck 
my Sight———it was a Man juſt going to fire a Gun 
into the Pit. Ah! cry'd I, pity me, ſpare me, 
and pity me !————Ha! return'd he, looking into the 
the Pit, what have we here—— tis well you ſpoke 
I ſhould have made fine Work elſe————what 
do you do here———and how happen'd it, that you 
and the Wolf have made but one Bed-——for God's 
ſake, reply'd I, a little conſoled at theſe Words; fave 
me, and Il! ſatisfy your Curiofity ſave you! 
Ay, that I will gladly, ſaid he; but you muſt flay a 
little. I can't get you out without help———Pl fetch 
one of my Ccmpanions who is not far of. in the 
mean time fear nothing————the Beaſt will do you no 
hurt; when a Wolf is once taken he is as harmleſs as 
z Sheep. With theſe Words be left the Place, _ in a 
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Moment after return d with him he mention'd——one of 
them jump'd down into the Pit, and lifted me up as well 
he could, and the other took ho!d of my Hands and drew 
me out. The fir!t thing I did was to proſtrate myſelf on 
the Earth, and thank Heaven for having deliver'd me 
from ſo great a Danger. | 

While I was taken up with diſcharging this Duty, 
my Deliverer diipatch'a the unfortunate Wolf, and after- 
wards coming up me; one of them cry'd out! O God! 
what do I ſec look, Chriflopher——what a 
Chance is thi— tis Teanetta———this drew my 
Eyes upon him, and to my great Amazement found him. 

to be Colin, the Woodmonger's Son, my firſt Lover, of 
whom I ſpoke in the beginning of thele Memoirs. 

I could not help ſending forth a Cry of Aſtoniſhment ? 
what is it you, Colin, nie 1 - and 1s it ycu, 
Feanetta, cry'd he, whom we gave over for lolt ? 
my firſt Emotions were the Effect of that Joy, which 
naturally ariſes from the ſight of Perſons we have been 
acquainted with in our Childhood; but on Reflection it 
went off, and an Averſion ſucceeded, the Reaſon of 
which may be eaſily gueſs'd. 

I had promiſed to give them an Account how I fell 
into the Danger from which they had deliver'd me ; but 
when I found they were of our own Village, I judg'd 
it improper to relate the whole of the Affair; ſo only 
ſaid, that flying from ſome rude Men, I hid myſelf in 
the Wood, and happening to loſe my Way, as 1 was 
returning to the Cattle it grew dark, and I fell into the 
Pit where he found me. 

I am glad, reply'd Colin, that you have eſcap'd fa 
great a Danger, and that I had a Hand in it 
tho* all things conſider'd, you don't much deierve it 
from me. — Ah! Feartta! I am very much 
troubled at what I have heard indeed, I never 
thought your going to live at the Caſtile would turn to 
any good Account and fo I find it. 


Pray what do you find, cry'd I, you are a great 
judge I ſuppoſe. I ſpoke this with ſuch an Air of min- 
gled Pride and Peeviſhneſs, that he ſtared at me ſome time 


before 
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before he anſwer'd; but when he did, it was in theſe 
Terms, what do I find, relumed ke, I find enough 1 
think why they tell me, that that ſame . larquis, 
who brought you the Money from the King, is in love 
with you; but that's nothing to the Purpole you 
may remember what paſs'd between us the Day I wrote 
the Love-Letter, I was as good as my Word [ 
told you, I wouid bring the old Man to give his Conſent 
for me to marry you and fo I did ——my 
Friend, Chri/lopher, here, and I, made him believe, 
you were to have every Year the ſame Sum, as that 
which made ſuch a Noiſe in the Village ſo he 
told me I might cen do as 1 lik'd———it was but 
Yeiterday I kad brought the latter to bear, and I ran 
this Morning to acquaint you with it -= but you 
were gone, and I found all things in an Uproar— 
rare Work you have made, indeed. 

What Worl:, faid I haſtily, what do you mean Co- 


lin? My Danger over, the Adventures of the Evening. 
came into my Mind, I trembled for the Marquis, and 


was cruelly alarm'd for the Conſequences of the Cheva- 
lier's raſh Proceeding, what News, purſued I, have you 
heard at the Caſtle what do they ſay has any 
thing happen'd. I aſk'd all theſe Queſtions in 
almoſt the ſame Breath, and my Emotions were ſo great, 
that Co/in, who wanted not 
himſelf in a plain Country manner, eaſily perceiv'd my 
Concern in my Countenance. O! you would know 
all at once, anſwer'd he they ſay that the Che- 
valier D' Elbieux, has run away with ou that 
he has not been ſeen ſince he fought with that Devil of 
a Marquis; who I think is rightly ſerv'd, for going 
about to corrupt honeſt Maids. How ſerved, 
cry'd I, impatiently, what has befallen him? 
Ah! Feanectia Feanzetta | reſum'd he, how you 
betray yourſelf———do you think I don't ſee how fear- 
ful you are for him; but, I'll puniſh you Pl 

tell you no more. 
Be dumb for ever then, crz'd I, with the utmof 
Spite, CHriſlof ber, 1 dare toy, will be mors complal- 
ä Lenk. 


good Senſe, tho? he expreſs'd_ 


3 — 


66 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


fant. No, no, interrupted the Clown, I am of Colin's 
ſide, and tis but juſt you ſhould be paid in your own 
Coin ſince you have lived at the Caſtle, you have 
been above looking at your old Acquaintance, and if 
you are little more civil now, 'tis only becauſe you 
ſtand in need of us—as for Colin, I'm ſure you don't 
value him of a Straw; and if I were as he, I would 
not have now you are ſo much blown upon. 

So much the better, reply'd I fiercely, and glad of 
a Fretence to quarrel, I am not ſo much charm'd with 
his Perſon, but that I can very eaſily reſolve to ſee him 
no more ſo farewel it is now broad Day, 
and I can find my way to the Caſtle without your Aſ- 
fiſtance. 

Colin was ſurprized at the Sharpneſs, with which I 
had anſwer'd, and as he loved me till, was ſorry Chri/- 
topher had ſpoke to me in that manner, this he teſtiſy d 
by a Frown ; then turning to me, ſtay, Feanetta, ſaid 
he, I will conduct you thither: No, no, purſued I, 
you ſhan't refuſe me any more Requeſts. I ſhall 
know all that has happen'd without your telling me: In 
ſpeaking this I offer'd to go; but they both laid hold of 
my Arms and ſtopp'd me.—No, ſaid Calin, we ſhan't 
quit you ſo———you ſhall go back to your Father and 
Mother. I have their Promiſe, that if you were 
found, you ſhould be my Wife, ſo I have an Authority 
over you, and will make you return to the Village, whe- 
ther you like of it or not. | 

With theſe Words they in a manner forced me along, 
and I found it in vain to reſiſt, therefore ſaid little, but my 
Tears which flowed from the two Sources of Grief and 
Spite, ſufficiently made known the Vexation I was in. 
See, ſaid Colin, how afflicted ſhe is an one now 
that did not know the Cauſe would pity her all 
this is only becauſe ſhe is like to loſe dear Marquis. 
You ſee they were not miſtaken, that ſaid there 
was ſomewhat more than ordinary between them 
her Behaviour is a plain Proof of it———one would 
think ſhe ſhould be overjoy'd to ſee her Father and her 
Mother, and all her Neighbours again ; but inſtead oe 
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that ſhe does not care to hear them ſpoke of. Well, 
Jeanetta, for all that, you may one Day think it was 
happy for you to come among us again what if 
we have no laced Coats, nor Feathers in our Hats, we 
may be as good as the fine Sparks you are ſo much 
taken with—beſides, I can tell you after what has happen'd 
at the Caſtle, which is all laid to your Charge, your 
Godmother ſays ſhe will have no more to do with 
ou. 
This Intelligence, which he gave me without Thought, 
touch'd me to the quick it brought a thouſand 
things at once into my Mind. ] had a lively Senſe 
of my Reputation, and to think of going Home under 
any duſpicion was inſupportable to me———the Love I 
had for my Mother ſtagger' d my Reſolutior——one 
Moment, methought, 1 ſaw her lamenting my Abſence, 
and all in Tears for the Uncertainty of my Fate, the 
next ſevere, and believing me guilty of whatever Miſ- 
chiefs had happened on my Account. I ſhall be re- 
proach'd at Home, ſaid I, to myſelf, and ſhall not dare 
7 abroad for fear of being pointed at. Beſides, 

ow know I, but that Brute the Chevalier D' E/b:ieux 
may lay wait for me, and get ſome Opportunity to effæct 
his wicked Defigns——if I were not ſecure when under 
his Mother's care, how can I hope to be defended by my 

r Parents ; what can they do againſt ſuch a Man as 

e?— —O! Heavens! to what ſhall I be expos'd | 
theſe Reflections made me reſolve to get by ſome Means 
or other to Paris, and go to Service, which was infi- 
nitely leſs ſhocking to me, than to be oblig'd to ma 
Calin; and then I thought, when I was far enough off, 
to write to my Mother an Account of every thing, 
and the Reaſons I had for not returning to her. 

As I was contriving theſe things, a Horſeman ap- 
pear'd on the Road at ſome Diſtance: As he rode at a 
great Rate, he was ſoon up with us, and cry'd, did you 
meet any whe:e near this Place a young Maid. 
Ah! what do I ſee !————continu'd he, in diſcovering 
me, tis ſhic "tis the O ! Mademoiſelle 
Feanctta, how happy ain I tv bave found yo! 
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what a Satisfaction will it be to my Lord! He alighted 
in ſpeaking theſe Words, and running toward me, pre- 


ſented me his Hand : how great was my Joy, 
when I found it was Dubois; the Preſence of my watch- 
ful Conductors could not hinder me from giving him 
Proofs of it; and this faithful Servant tranſported with 
ſeeing me, had taken my Hand, and was going to kiſs 
it, when Cclin interpos'd and puſh'd him away 
go, faid he, and kiſs their Hand you wrote tq——you 
have no Buiineſs here—I know you well enough. Is 
this one of your Kindred, Mademoiſelle, cry'd the Va- 
let, ſurpriz d at this Behaviour. No, no, reply'd I, 
looking ſcornfully at Calin; what then would the Crea- 
ture be at, refum'd Dubois, ſtill holding my Hand. 
Creature] reſum'd Calin, ſoftly ſoftly, Friend 
your lac'd Hat does not make me afraid of you, and 
tho" we are Country men, we are no Cowards——— you 
can be ſaucy, I find, ſaid the Valet ſaucy your- 
ſelf, cry'd Co/iz in a Paſſion. With theſe Words he 
took Chriſtopher's Gun, and ſtepping back two or three 
Paces; go your way, continu'd he, or we ſhall ſerve 
you as we did the Wolf juſt now. Dabois wanted not 
Courage, and was not daunted with this Threat ; but 
tripping briſkly up to him, put the Muzzle of the Gun 
aſide, and ſeiz d him by the Collar; Chriftopher ſeeing 
his Companion over-power'd, quitted me to go to his 
Aſſiſtance. I took the Advantage of this Moment of 
Liberty, and flew from them as faſt as my Strength 
would give me leave. 

I paſs d through Thickets, over Hills, climb'd the 
Banks of Ditches, and explor'd the very wildeſt Parts of 
the Wood, without ſlaying to conſider whereabouts I 
might find the Road, yet I happen'd upon it before I 
was aware: Seeing a Woman driving two Aſſes before 
her, I ran to overtake her, which when I had done, ſhe 
immediately aſk'd what was the Matter, and the Occa- 
fon of my Flight: And I framed a Story, that having 
been at Service, my Maiter had attempted my Virtue, 
and I was compell'd to run away, having no Friends, 
nor no other way of preſerving myſelf. 


That 
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That's my good Maiden, anſwer'd ſhe, be always 
careful of your Chaſtity, and Heaven will prote& and 
bleſs ou l aſſure you if there be any thing in 
my power can ſerve you, I ſhall not refuſe it if 
you want a Service, I have a Daughter at Paris to 
whom I can recommend you, as ſhe is in a good Place 
herſelf ſhe may hear of one for you. I thanked her, 
and faid, I ſhould be glad to accept of her Kindneſs. On 
which ſhe told me ſhe was going to Valvins with ſome 
Cloaths for her Daughter; and that if I thought fit, I 
might go in the Waggon that carry'd them, and which 
they ſhould find at that Town. 

The defire I had of eſcaping the Purſuit, that I knew 
would be made after me; the avoiding ſuch Reflections 
as I had juſt now heard from Colin, and the Lout his 
Companion, join'd to the Fears of D'EIlieux; and the 
Pleaſure of living in a Place, where I knew the Mar- 
quis for the moſt Part reſided, ſoon determin'd me to 
take this Journey. | 

The good Woman aſſur'd me ſhe would ſpeak to the 
Waggoner to take care of me; and offer'd if I had not Mo- 
ney to defray my Expences, to lay it down for me, and 

let me pay it to her Daughter when I ſhould arrive at 
Paris ; I was much oblig'd to her for her Kindneſs, but 
told her I had ſufficient for my Purpoſe well! fo 
much the better, {aid ſhe, Money is no Burthen, and of- 
ten Prevents the Ruin of young Creatures, who like you 
are in Difficulties. 

We had walk'd about two Miles talking in this man- 
ner, when my Condu&ttreſs propos'd going to Breakſaſt, 
which, indeed, I was extremely glad to hear, being al- 


molt faint with Hunger: She pull'd à piece of Bacen 


and ſome Bread out of a little Wallet, and we ſeated 
ourſelves unde: the Shade of ſome Willows, that grew 
by the ſide of a clear Rirulet, and the Aſſes, as is uſual, 
readily ſtopp'd to graze. Never ſhall I forget how de- 
licious this homely Repaſt ſeem'd to me, and to this 
Day whenever I have no Inclination for Food, and am 
over delicate, if I but think on that Bacon, my Appetite 
returns, and I eat with Satisſacticn. 


While 
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While we were eating, the good Woman looking ear- 
neſtly upon me, had Tears in her Eyes, ſhe ſigh'd bit- 
terly, and the Morſel reſted in her Mouth. Alas! faid 
I, you ſeem troubled what's the Matter ? 
you put me ſo much in mind of one, who once was 
dear to me, reply'd ſhe, that I cannot behold you with- 
out Grief- ſhe was about your Age, and had a 

t reſemblance of you. Ah! would to Heaven 
e had been leſs beautiful, for it was her unhappy 
Charms that brought her to her Grave ; yet lovely as 
was her Perſon, her Soul was yet more ſo. But Fil 
relate to you her whole Story as we go along it 
may be of Service to you ; for nothing prejudices the 
mind of a young Perſon in favour of Virtue, ſo much 
as Examples of it in thoſe, from whoſe Situation we 
may draw a Parallel to our own. 

After we had refreſſi'd ourſelves, we continued our 
Journey; and the good Woman, in purſuance of he: 
Promiie, began in this manner. 


The Hiſtory of MARIANA. 


E AN as I now appear, faid ſhe, the firſt Years 
of my Life were paſt among the great World. 
My Huſband had a Place at Court, which entitled 
him to an Apartment there; and we lived in a manner, 
ſuch as might render any one who had not an exor- 
bitant Ambition, perſectly contented ; but on his Death, 
which too ſoon happen'd, myſelf with two Children, 
both Girls, were oblig'd to yield it to the Perſon that 
ſucceeded to the Employment. I was made to 
_ a Penſion from his Majeſty's Bounty, for myſelf 
an 


ittle Ones; but the Favourite, in whole power alone 
it 
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it was to obtain this Grant for me, was my Enemy, be- 
cauſe I would not be his Friend in a diſhonourable way, 
and I never had the leaſt Conſideration from the Royal 
Favour. As I had not wherewith to ſupport my Fa- 
mily, without entring into ſome Buſineſs; I bethought 
myſelf of dealing in Lemonades, and accordingly took 
a Houſe, and ſettled in Fountainbleau, which tho? 
a ſmall Place, yet by reaſon of the King's coming thi- 
ther every Seaſon, has a great Concourſe of People 
in it. 

Mariana, my eldeſt Daughter, was near twelve Years 
of Age when her Father died, ſo that ſhe had the Op- 
portunity of a much better Education, than I could 
have given her after that Misfortune. I had the 
Satisfaction alſo to obſerve, that Nature had endued her 
with ſo great a Memory, and ſo ſtrong a defire of Im- 

rovement, that ſhe not not only retain'd all ſhe had 
taught; but by the help of a few Books, ard a 
proper Application, ſhe made a ſurprizing Progreſs in 
every thing ſhe had begun to learn, when it was in our 
power to allow her Maſters in fine, ſhe was look'd 
upon as a Prodigy, by all that were acquainted with her 
good Qualities ; and as for her Perſon, think it not ow- 
ing to the partial Fondneſs of a Mother, that I ſay few 
could vie with her in Point of Beauty. 

Happy did I think myſelf in her till ſhe attain'd the 
Age of Seventeen ; when her once gay and chearful 
Temper gave Place to a heavy Melancholly———the 
beautiful Colour of her Cheeks and Lips vaniſh'd by 
Degrees, and was ſucceeded by a livid Paleneſ —— 
her Eyes grew languid, and her whole Form fo alter'd, 
ſhe was hardly to be known. 

She was too dear to me, for me to behold fo viſible a 
Decay without the greateſt Concern. could not 
but think ſhe labour'd under ſome Diſcompoſure of 
Mind, and preſſed her to reveal the Cauſe, aſſuring her I 
would do every thing I could to remove it, be it of 
what Nature ſoever; but ſhe ſtill anſwer'd, that ſhe 
knew it not herſelf. I then had recourſe to the Phy- 
licians, they allow'd her to be very ill; but confels'd 

| they 
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they could not find out of what Diſtemper. She 
grew, however, ſtill worſe and worſe, inſomuch that we 
all thought her, as, indeed, ſhe was, on the Verge of 
Death. She was ſenſible of her Condition, and one Day 
as I was fitting weeping by her ———— —ny dear Mother, 
you have often defired me with the utmolt Sincerity and 
Tenderneſs, to let you know if any ſecret Grief has taken 
Poſſeſſion of my Heart; and I, O! pardon it, as often, 
and with as much Falſhood and Ingratitude, deny'd I 
had but I no longer dare impoſe upon you 
I ſeel that I am going very ſhortly to render Account of 
all my Actions before the Divine Tribunal, and I 
ſhould think it an Addition to my Guilt, not to con- 
feſs to you my Weakneſs. Can there be a greater 
or more ſhameful one, than to fall in love firlt with a 
Man, and then inform him of it? The Violence 
of my unhappy Paſſion, has thrown me into the Con- 
dition you fee. Bluſh not for me, my dear Mo- 
ther, continued ſhe, the Grave will ſoon expiate this in- 
voluntary Crime. 

I was, indeed, very much alarm'd at this Acknow- 
ment, and tne more ſo, as it was of all things leaſt 
ſuſpected by me, I concealed it, however, this not be- 
ing a time for Severity; no, no, my deareſt Child, ſaid 
I, Heaven will, I hope, preſerve you, I ſhall be earneſt 
in Prayers for you. Comfort yourſelf as much as 
poſſible for my Sake; for, Ol my Child, my dear 
Child, I cannot ſurvive your Loſs. 

Your good Senſe and ſincere Picty, anſwer'd ſhe, 
will enable you to bear our Separation———-but in 
Compaſſion to my Agonies, purſued ſhe, ſeeing me over- 
whelm'd in Tears, let me not ſee you weep——your 
Griefs pierce me to the very Soul. 

The Mother of Mariaza was here oblig'd to pauſe, 
the Repetition of ſo melancholy an Incident, renew'd in 
her ſome part of the Anguiſh ſhe felt at the time it hap- 
pen'd ; but after giving Vent to her Sighs, ſhe became 
more compos'd, and able to proſecute her. Relation, 
which ſhe did in theſe Words, , 
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T reſtrain'd my Tears, ſaid ſhe, as much as was in 


my power, that I might not add to her Diſorder. 
Dear Child ! ſhe too wept, and for a time neither of us 
could offer any thing to conſole the other at laſt, 
with a Preſence of Mind, which was wonderful, conſi- 
dering the Situation ſhe was in, both of Mind and Body ; 
ſhe deſir'd me to be attentive, while ſhe gave me the 
Narrative of her unfortunate Adventure. 

You may remember, my dear Mother, faid ſhe, that 
one Night finding yourſelf a little diſcompos'd you went 
early to Bed, leaving me alone in the Shop: Jo divert 
myſelf till the time of ſhutting up, I took the Hit- 
tory of Hypolitas fatal Hour dangerous 
Book, rend'ring the Heart capable of receiving the frit 
ſoft Impreſſion that offer the Paſſage I happen'd 
to pitch upon, affected me ſo much as to draw Tears 
into my Eyes juſt at that Moment two young 
Gentlemen, one of whom was lovelier, even than the 
God of Love himſelf is painted, came into the Shop; 
they call'd for ſome Lemenade coo!'d with Ice, and him 
J defcrib'd, had fo inin: itable a Grace, both in the Tcne 
of his Voice, and his polite Addreſs, that I was at once 
charm'd and pain'd. He perceiv'd I had been weeping, 
and the ſight of the Book, which ſtill was in my Hand, 
as well as my Bluſhes informing him of the Cauſe; how 
truly amiable you appear, ſaid he, when your enchant- 
ing Beauty is ſoftned by Tenderneſ: vou weep 
then for Count Douglas. How much to be envy'd 
is his Fate thus mourn' d. Take heed vou never 
render any Lover ſo unhappy by your Rigour 
think: if you are ſo much touch'd with Woes, with 
which you have no Concern; how dreadful your Re- 
morſe will be, if ever you hear your own Dildain has 
been fatal to ſome faithful Heart. 

He would have added fomewhat more ; but the Per- 
ſon wio came in with him, interrupted his Diſcourſe, 
whether by Deſign, or that he had really Buſineſs I 
can't ſay ; but he made an Excuſe for going elſewhere, 
and promis d to call on him as came back, 
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I was now leſt alone with this too lovely Chevalier; I 
know not whether he had more the Ait of Perſuaſion in 
his Words, than any of thoſe who had hitherto addreſe'd 
me, or that my Heart melted with that fatal Story I had 
jult been reading, was leſs capable of ieſiſting the Aſſaults 
of Love; but it receiv'd the Impreſſion, even before he 
declar'd his Paſhon ; and that nothing might de wanting 
to compleat my Shame. I conceal'd not from him the 
Conqueit he had mad never were Tranſports ſu- 
perior to his on this Occaſion he threw himſelf at 
my Feet he kils'd my Hands, and embrac'd me a 
thouſand and a thouſand U imes. [ bluſh to this 
Moment to think with what Eaſe I permitted all this, 
nay, felt a Satisfaction all the time, which I could no 
more conceal than the Paſſion which occaſion'd it 
*Tis true, indeed, all the Demonſtrations ke gave me of 
Tenderreſs, were only ſuch as Innocence might ſuff-r 
and Mcdeſty ap prove ut cannot be excuſed, not 
cnly cn the Account of his being fo much a Stranger ; 
but alſo, that his Love was unauthoriz'd by a Mother, 
who ſo well deſerved to have had the ſole Dire ion of 
my Heart and Actions. O! Heaven ! purſued the 
dear Creature to me, that you had not had ſo good an 
Opinion of my Conduct that you had becn more 
ſuſpicious of me then you would never have leſt 
me alone you uculd have foreſeen that one 
unlucky Mcment, is enough to triumph over the feeb.e 
Reaſon of a young Maid like me. But Fate 
cruel Fate ordain'd it fo, and ſet me down in its uner- 
ring Book, for Wretchedneſs and Shame. 

Notwithitanding the Delight I took in being with 
this Charmer of my Soul, and Bewitcher of ail my Fa- 
.culties ; as I found it grew late, I was for tak 'ng leave 
and obliging him to retire; but he either was, cr 
affected to be ſo much griev'd at that Requeſt, that I 
could not reſuſe one quarter of an Hour more to his ſer- 
vent Prayers. He employ*d it in redoub' ing all the 
Tokens he had before given me of his Love, and ren- 
der'd my believing Heart ſtill more and more ſubjected 
to him you love me, Monſieur, ſaid I, and 1 could 
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not hinder myſelf ſrom confeſſing, you are the only 
Man I ever wiſh'd ſhould do ſo-—— ſhall I not have 
Cauſe hereafter to repent the Declaration I have made 
you ? According to all Appearance you are very 
much above me————what then can be the Event of 
this reciprocal Tenderneſs, or to what Purpoſe have you 
triumph'd over my Inclinations ? 2h ! leave me 
I already condemn myſelf for what I have faid 
— Oh! why, reply'd he, with a dejected Air, do 
you think me capable of abuſing ſo much Goodneſs ? 
How unhappy am I, that you do not know me 
better. No, my charming Mariana, I would ſuffer 
Death rather than deccive you my Love for you 
ſhall be immortal as my Soul; and I will prefer you 
above all things the World calls great or powerful 
nor is my Condition ſo much ſuperior to yours, as you, 
perhaps, imagine l belong, indeed, to Monſieur 
the count De———and have a fair Proſpect of making 
my Fortune ; whatever it be, I am ready to lay it at 
your Feet, and beg leave to ſhare it with you. 

'Theie Words gave me new Life and Courage, I 
thought a Virgin had no Necefiity to fly a Paſſion 
founded on Virtue, and that where Marriage was the 
End, the Means ought not to be diſapprov'd ——— 
Alas! I did not conſider how common a thing it is for 
Villains, to make this ſacred Pretext the Dupe of their 
baie Deſigns ; and that it was a Rock on which Inno- 
cence was daily caſt away. 

We parted with Regret, but this firlt Interview giv- 
ing an Aſſurance on my fide of an eternal Conltancy ; I 
vent to Bed fall of p'eaſing Imaginations, and indulg'd 
a thouſand vain Idea's, which till then were utter Strangers 
to my Soul. | 

Pardon me, Mother, ſaid the dear Girl, that I 
catry'd on this Intrigue with ſo much Secrecy for near 
ux Months: My perfidious Lover made me believe it 
was not yet time to reveal it to you, and begg'd he 
might have the Pleaſure of doing it himſel.— the plauſi- 
ble Pretences he made from time ta time, for this Delay, 
were ſuch as might have deceiv'd a Perſon more wary 
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than myſelf. I at leaſt firmly depended on them for 


Truth, and was zealous as himſelf in contriving Oppor- 


tunities of ſeeing me, and keeping our Meetings from 
your Knowledge. 

All this while I waited with Patience the happy Mo- 
ment, in which ſo tender a Paſſion was to receive your 
Approbation; I depended wholly on his Horour, and 
had fo great a Confidence in him, that I look'd upon 
zt as one of the things impoſſible in Nature for him to 
be falſe. 

One Evening he came to me with a Countenance full 
of Importance and Concern, my dear Ma- iana, ſaid 
he, I am oblig'd to leave you, and ſo well I love you, that 
I am certain this Abſence will be fatal, if you do not grant 
me what I aſk the Reſpect I have for you, has laid 
me under a Reſtraint this fix Months, which no Tongue 
can expreſs ; and ſhould I leave you in this Situation, 

ou muſt never expect to ſee me more————yes, love- 
y Creature, either kill me, or ſecure my Happi- 
neſs. I have already told you, anſwer'd I, that I love 
you more than Life what more remains for you to 
aſk? Ah? Mariana! cry\d he, if I lov'd you leſs, 1 
ſhould have leſs Defire:———but can I——zanT 
is it in Man to bear cternal Agonies ? Can I forever 
ſee you, and retain this cruel Diſtance ? much leſs 
can I go from you, without receiving all the Satisfation 
in your power to grant, or my impatient Love to aſk 
Love of yourſelf, not me, cry'd I, no longer at 
a Loſs for what he meant, indulging your own Wiſhes 
without conſidering, that it muſt be at the Expence of all 
that's dear to me in the World my Honour, my Re- 
putation, and my eternal Peace of Mind. Oh ! Hea- 
ven! what ſay you, reſum'd he, lifting up his Hands 
and Eyes, is all you have named leis dear to me than 
to yourſelf do you know me, and yet uſe ſuch Ex- 
preſſions ? Could you believe me capable of ſo 
black a Crime, as attempting your Diſhonour ? 


Your Heart you ſay is mine, and all I aim at is to ſecure 
the precious Prize by the molt warrantable Means 
in fine, you mult conſent to a private Marriage with 2 
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i-zfore my Departure, or by all that's Sacred, the Dit- 
ouicts I am in, will take me forever from you. 


How weak does Love render us, I trembled at this 
Imprecation, and knew not how to refule or grant 


what he deſired I igh'd he preſo'd 
and at laſt I yielded. The Reaſons he urg'd for having 
it a Secret were of great Conſequence. His Ruin, 
he ſaid, was inevitable, if his Maſter diſcover'd he in- 
tended to marry withcut a Fortune, he mult therefore 
make one of his own, beſore it was known he had a 
Wife; and that when he once ſecor'd that Point, which 
he expected would be in a hort time, he ſhould ac- 
knowledge his Eng: gement with Pride and Pleaſure. 

Vu may remember, my dear Mother, that I aſk'd 
your leave to vitit an Aunt about tix Mites offt——that 
Journey was no more than a Preter.ce ſor my going out to 
be married. Kvery thing, he ſaid, was ready for 
that Ceremony, and we toolz our leaves cf cach other, 
with the Deſign on my fide, of being join'd for Life the 
next Morning. But, Oh! Heavens! what a 
Change! this Moment I thougat I was the happieſt, 
the next found myſelf in reality the moſt miſerable. 

Juit as my Lover was going out of the Shop, two 
Gentlemen exceedingly well drels'd came in; he was no 
ſooner paſs'd, than one ſaid to the other, was not that 
the Marquis De———B—? Yes, anſwer'd the other, 
but don't ſpeak fo loud he gave me a Wink and 
a Squeeze by the Hand, as I offer'd to ſalute him 
there is ſome Myftery in it.—I have cften ſeen him come 
in here. I fancy he makes love to the beautiful Ma- 
riana. As I was in the little Cloſet adjoining to the 
Shop, I heard them ſay theſe Words, ſo ſtood cloſe, 
imagining they would go on, as, indeed, they did to 
my Contufion. 

I ſhould eaſily believe it, ſaid one of the Gentlemen, 
in anſwer to ſomething had pais'd; but Mariana is a 
Girl of Prudence, and 1 can't think ſhe has yielded. 
How ! cry'd the other, do you think it poſſible for a 
Maid of her Condition to refuſe any thing to a Man of 
his Quality——beſides you know he has been always ſuc- 
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ceſs fal in his Amours. I'll allow you to be right as to the 
Generality, fail the firit ; but as to Mariana, I am con- 
vinced ſhe is a mcdeſt Girl, and ſurprizingly ſuperior to 
Temptation a Friend of mine, and a Man of Conſe- 
quence, offer'd her very valuable Preſents, nay, would have 
made a Settlement on her for Life, but twas all to no 
Purpoſe. And what avails all this, reſumed he, that 
knew ſo little cf me; do you think a Girl like her 
would refuſe to marry a Perſon of his Rank? You 
don't krow, perhaps, that the Marquis ſcrupies nothing 
for the Cratihcat'on of Eis Paſſion, and when he is what 
le calls violently in love, and can compaſs his Deſigns 
no other way, pretends an honourable Paſſion, and mar- 
ries the admir' Object under a borrow'd Name po 
znd I believe I ſhou'd not wrong him if 1 ſhould ſay he 
had twenty Wives of this kind. 

Gueſe, if it be poſſible, dear Mother, at my Surprize 
and Rage at hearing this, both were too violent to 
admit thought, and in the firſt Emotions I ſcream'd 
out, O! the Villain! we are overheard, ſaid one of the 
Gentlemen, and by Mariana herſelf I am ſorry 
for it, cry'd the other, we muit prevail on her to hold 


her Tongue, on this they ruſh'd into the Cloſet, where 


tey found me all in Tears. 

They uſed their utmoſt Endeavours to comfort me ; but 
T was aſham'd to ſpeak or look up, as if the Villany prac- 
tis'd upon me had made me guilty too: They preſs'd me 
very much to tell them what was between me and the Mar- 
quis: and in Conſideration of the Service they had done 
me, tho' undeſignedly, as well as to clear myſelf in their 
Opinion, I related to them the whole Affair. They 
ſeem'd to believe, and pity me; but engag'd me never 
to let the Marquis know by what means, I attain'd the 
knowledge cf his real Name, or the Intention he had of 
betraying me. 'I'hey had no ſooner left me, than I flung 
myſelf cn the Bed without being able to pull cf my 
Clcaths, in which Poſture I remain'd all Night, and 
ſcom the cruel Agitations I then ſuffer'd, I date the be- 


ginning of that inward Decay, Which now deprives you 


All 


of your Child. 


FPirgin's Viforv. 79 

All the Reſolution, ſaid the afflicted Mother, that my 
dear Girl had aſſam'd, to me make this Narrative, here 
furivol; her, and ſhe was compell'd to vent ſome Part of 
her Anguiſh in Tears, before the was able to proſecute 
it; but, dry iug her Eyes as ſoon as ſhe could, ſhe went 
on in this manner, 

The Day following, reſumed ſhe, our Maid, who by 
Bribes he had made uf his Party, brought me a Letter 
from him -in vain did Love picad in my Heart 
for this perfidicus Wretel; in vain did the Idea of 
his Charms, his Wit, his Eloquence, riſe in my ind. 
I vas determin'd never to ſee him more, and to 
hate if poſſible a Man, who under the {acre Pretence of 
Love and IIonour, had fo bafely impo.'d on my Cre lu- 
lity, and gone ſo great a way in the ruin of my Vir- 
tue. I ſent the Letter bac]; vnopen'd, and charg'd the 
Servant never to engage in any Commitſions from him 
for the future; yet the audacicus Creature preſum'd the 
next Day to bring me another, with a Meſſage alſo from 
him, that he had ſomevyhat to acquaint me with of the 
utmolt Importance, and that he begg'd I would not con- 
demn him without hearing his Defence. All ſhe could 
urge on this Point either from him or herſelf, had not 
the deſir d Effect upon me, and I was fo provolt'd at 
her offering to interfere, that I prevaiPd with you on ſome 
Pretence or other to turn her away, as you may re- 
member. | 

Some few Days after this, I was cruelly alarm'd to fird, 
when I awoke, the Deceiver l:neeling by my Bedſide, 
and bathing one of my Hands with his deluding Tears 
I inatch'd it from him; bat with a Confuſion, 


which gave him too much Reaſon to believe, I had not 


yet overcome the Tenderneſs I once had for him. 

Well then, beautiful Mariana, you no longer love 
me, ſaid he, with a Look that pierced my very Soul, 
you refuſe to ſee me, to hear me 
you baniſh from you, all who world intercede for me. 
But in the Name cf Ged what have I done to 
merit ſuch cruel Treatment ? is it concealing my 
real Quality I confeſs I am the Marquis De 
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have, indeed, deceiv'd you, but deceiv'd you on a Mo- 
tive, which if you had known would have more endear'd 
me to you———is it a Crime to have a more refn'd 
and delicate Idea of Love, than my Sex ordinarily are 
capable of ? yet to this I owe my Misfortune 
tis this that has loſt me all I value in the World 
vet on whom lies the Blame, on Mariana or her Lover? 
"Why did you not keep the ſolemn Promiſe you 
made me ?f—— Why did you not meet me at the 
appointed Place There you would have known 
init were to the Marquis De or to the Secretary 
C: ite Count De————you were going to give your 
Hind. ——— V/ky, Oh! too cruel Mariana! did you 
diſappoint me of the Satisfaction I propos'd in undeceiv- 
ing you, by giving you a Huſband more worthy of youc 
Charms? J addreſs'd you under the Character of 
one, whom you might look on as your Equal, becauſe 
it I had appear'd in my own, my jealous Heart might 
have ſuggeſted my Title and high Fortune had greater 
Mare in gaining you, than any thing you could find in 
my Perſon.—__—-O ! Mariana] my loving you too 
well, has made me criminal in your Eſteem but 
I have done II owed ſo much to the Vindication 
of my own Honour, you now know the bottom 
of my Heart, as to its Sentiments for you, and it re- 
mains for you to judge. 

I am aſham'd to confeſs, that while he ſpoke my Re- 
ſolution ſtagger'd my Heart was too much on his 
fide his Excuſes were ſpeciou I was ſome- 
times ready to believe him, and to aſk Pardon for having 
ſuſpected him. But Reaſon in the End overcome, 
it remonſtrated to me that what I had heard from the 
Gentlemen could not be ſpoke with any Deſign, not 
only, as they were neither his Rivals nor Enemies; but 
alſo that their Diſcourſe was between themſelves, and not 
intended for my Ear, I aſſumed, therefore, Courage 
enough to deſire he would leave me, proteſling at the 
ſame time that all he could urge would be in vain ; for I 
never more would conſent to {ee him, or to think any 
otherwiſe of his Behaviour: but as he meant to deceive _ 
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abuſe my Confidence. On this he committed a thouſand 
Extravagancies——ofier'd to fall upon his Sword 
ray'd, wept, and omitted nothing that might teſtify the 
moſt deſperate dying Love but I was {till immove- 
able, and ſomebody luckily coming into the Room, he 
retir'd, and deliver'd me for ever from the Alarms I 
could not but feel, while he was preſent. | 

After he was gone with how much Difficulty does 
Virtue get the better of Inclination I began to think 
there was a Poſſibility of his being Innocent; and, if ſo, 
ſail I to myſelf, what Puniſhment can be too great for my 
raſh and precipitate Proceeding——did Fortune deſign 
me ſo vaſt a Bleſſing, as being the Marchioneſs De 
and have I wantonly thrown away her Favours ! but 
theſe Suppoſitions ſoon gave way to more ſolid ones, and 
I applauded myſelf for having ſo much reſtrain'd before 
him, the Concern his Preſence gave me, I was, how- 
ever, in a moſt unhappy Situation of Mind, till reſolving if 
poſſible to find out the Myſtery, Chance and my own En- 
deavours brought me into the Acquaintance of a young 
Maid, who had been one of the Examples of his ſucceſs- 
ful Perfidy, and whoſe Story confirm'd me, that I had 
plac'd my Affections on the baſeſt of Mankind. [ 
was aſham'd then to reflect how far I had contributed to 
deceive myſelf. I hated the Character of my un- 
grateful Lover; but I could not love his Perſon leſs 
'l'ime, however, might have worn out the Impreſſion of 
his Charms, had I been left to myſelf and heard no more 
of him; but about eight Days ſince, I receiv'd a Blow 
which I was quite unguarded againſt, and which has put 
the tiniſhing Stroke to my unhappy Life. 

A Nan of a good Aſpect and well dreſd came to 
me, and aſk'd me if I were Mariana; after I had fatisizd 
him that I waz, would to God, faid he, any other than 
myſelf hd been employ'd on this Buſineſs. I never 
law vou before, Mademoiſelle; but now I do, am ſo- 
much in your Intereſt, that I fear I ſhall be unable ta 
diſcharge my Commiſſion in the manner it was order'd; 
but, continu'd he, as you mult know it, forgive 
me that I bring you the unwelcome News, that Nion- 
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ſieur the Marquis De is to be married to-morrow 
to Mademoiſelle D. that Lady has been inform'd 
of ſeveral Intrigues of her intended Spouſe, and among 
the relt, that he has carrv'd on a regu'ar Correſpon- 
cence with you, and {ume have affirm'd that he is even 
married to you in private; for which Rea!cn, though 
every thing relating to the Ceremony is prepar'd, 2 
has made a ſolemn Vow never to become his Wile, till 
the Aﬀair between ycu is tally clcar'd up: She will ſend 
a Perion to you, to know your Anſuer, and on that en- 
tirely depends the Conſummation, or breaking eff the 
Wedding It is in vain that my Lord Marquis 
makes the molt ſolemn Afﬀeverations, that he is a Stranger 
to your Bed; ſhc is inflexible, and aſlures him, that if 
he has deceiy'd you, ſhe will never ſee him more. The 
Marquis who adores her, and cannot live without her, 
has ſent me to you, to deſire you wil give ſuch Replies 
to the Qveſtions, aſk'd you on this Occaſion, as may 
ſecure his Happineſs ; and withal commands me to tell 
ycu, that if you act in any way, ſo as to be an Obſtacle to 
his Happinets, he will fend you to a Place, where you 
may repent your Obſtinacy at Leiſure, and that 
go, go, Monſieur, go, interrupted I, exaſperated be- 
yond Meaſure at this unworthy Menace ; tell him who 
has ſent you with this honourable Meſſage, that I de- 
ſpiſe him too much, to give myſelf any Trouble con- 
cerning him, or his new Engagement ; but I could 
never have imagin'd, that after being guilty of ſo many 
Treacheries, of which I am better inform'd than he 
thinks; he could have the Audacity to ſend ſuchi a Meſ- 
ſage to a Perſon he has ſo much ſolicited to be his 
Wife; with theſe Words I turn'd from him, and he went 
away altoniſh'd at my Spirit and Reſolution. 

But, vain Pride! unavailing outſide Appearance 
bitter Anguiſh prey'd on my ſecret Soul. [ was all 
Horror, all Diſtraction! my Lover loſt forever. 
Not only abanden'd by him; but ſacrificed to a 
Rival. Nay, inſulted by cutragious Threats. O! 
this it is, drar Mother, that conſumes my Vitals, _ 
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has reduced me as you ſee: What is all the World to 


me? The Marquis is married; all is done. 
Her Tears put an End to this melancholly Narration. 
I endeavour'd to conſole her, and omitted no- 
thing to reſtore her; but in vain, ſhe ſtill grew weaker, 
and about ten Days aſter expired ſhe died as ſhe had 
liv'd, in ſuch Sentiments of Piety, as afforded me great 
Comfort, and enabled me to ſubmit to the Divine Will, 
but, alas! it coſt me dear, and will do fo all my Life. 

Here the diſconſolate Mother ceas'd, and I was fo 
moved with this mournful Hiſtory, that I wept bitterly : 
The liking ſhe had taken to me, was very mach en- 
creas'd by ſeeing ſuch Marks of my Affection, and ſhe 
expreſs'd it in the molt grateſul Manner, Reflections 
naturally aroſe on the Inconſtancy, the Perfdy, and Do- 
ceit of Mankind in Love Aſfairs, and I look'd on the 
Fate of Mariana, as a kind of Prefervative of my In- 
nocence againſt the Dangers I might expect to meet with 
in Paris. 

At length we arriv'd at Valvint, where we found the 
Convenience before-mention'd ; we bargain'd with the 
Perſon that drove it, for my Paſſage and the Carriage 
of the Cloaths, Mariana's Mother was ſending to her 
ſurviving Daughter; and having taken leave of each 
other with mutual Demonſtrations of Friendſhip, I ſet 
forward on my Journey. 

When 1 was alone in the Waggon, I abandon'd my- 
ſelf to the moſt melancholly Reflections Heavens ! 
aid I, what am I doing what will become of me 
what will my 


what will People think? 
that tender Alother who, perhaps, at 


Mother iay ? 


this very Moment is half diſtracted with her Fears for 
me theſe Thoughts grew inſupportabie, and I 
cry'd to myſelf————no, no, I cannot, mult not be 
guilty of luch a Breach of Duty how know I, but 
it may break} her Heart Pill go no farther I 
will return, better to endure all the Reproaches that can 
be laid upon me, than be the Death of ſuch a Parent. 

Ah! had I never left her, I had not been in- 
volved in the Diſſiculties I now am. OM 


CS. In 


© a» 


8 The Virtudus Villager; or, 


In fine, I reſolved to go back to the Village, and ra- 
ther ſubmit to any thing than be guilty of what J ap- 
prehenced the Uncertainty of my Fate might be the 
Cauſe of. I was juſt going to call to the Waggoner to 
bid him ſtop, that I migurt alight, when putting out my 
Head, I ifaw a Perſon well mounted, riding full Speed 
after us, and preſently after, to my Confuſion, diſcover'd 
it was no other than the Chevalier D*'Elbicux : The 
Terrors that then ſeiz'd me are inexpreſlible, ſo I ſhall 
only ſay they were anſwerable to the Cauſe [ treme 
bled from Head to Foot. -I knew not what to do 
in this Exigence————all 1 could think on, was to 
cover mylelf all over with a piece of coarſe Cloth, that 
was given me to preſerve me from any Accident of the 
Weather; and laid myſelf cloſe down at the Bottom of 
the Waggon. II remain'd thus above an Hour with- 
out daring to ſtir, at laſt Curioſity prevailing, I ventur'd 
to open one Corner of my Coverlet, and ſaw, Oh! 
Heaven, the Remembrance of what I then endur'd 
now makes me ſhake, the Chevalier following the Wag- 

on, and earneſt in Diſcourſe with him that had care of 
It. W hat a Situation was I now in how mutt 
I now avoid the Danger that threatned me from his Bru- 
tality. Good God! cry'd I to myſelf, what has 
brought him this Way ! who can have directed 
him what may I not expect if he knows lam is 
near him? 

The racking Myſtery was ſoon unravelled; ſor pre- 
ſently after another Gentleman came galloping to the 
Chevalier, I have had no better luck than you, ſaid he, 
as he came toward us, I can hear nothing of her 
the Chevalier made no Anſwer, but put his Finger to 
his Mouth and pointed to the Waggon ; but when he 
came nearer, take heed, ſaid he, in a low Voice, we 
have her if ſhe now eſcapes it muſt be by a Mi- 
racle———tho' I fancy ſhe ſuſpects ſomething fee 
how ſhe has wrapp'd herſelf up—— he Winding of 
the Road hindred me from hearing what farther paſs'd 
between them, and nothing is more amazing to me, than 
that the Fright I was in did not throw me — 3 
ut 
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but the Almighty Diſpoſer of all Things enabled me to 
ſtand againſt this unexpected Blow, and inſpired me with 
a Contrivance to preſerve my Innocence. 

In about half an Hour after 1 firſt ſaw this formidabl e 
Enemy of my Virtue, the Waggon drove into a Forreſt; 
the Remembrance of the Violence I had fo narrowly 
eſcaped, in a Place much like this, from him who was 
now in Purſuit of me, for the ſame wicked Purpoſe, en- 
creaſed my Terrors; but the Road here being very bad, 
and the depth of the Rutts (occationed by ſome late heavy 
Rains) rendred it exceeding treubleſome to ride, and 
compell'd the two Gentlemen to ſtrike into a Path, be- 
tween which and the great Road the Trees were extremely 
thick ſome of the Boughs luckily hanging over our 
Heads, I catch'd hold of one of them, and the Waggon 
driving from under me, I climb'd up into a large 'I'ree, 
fully reſolved to hide myſelf there till I could venture 
out with Safety, the Road being here ſtrait I could ſee a 
great Way from me. 

I was ſoon convinced, that I had not taken this Pre- 
caution without ſufficient Reaſon, and ſure it was Heaven 
alone that inſpir'd me with the Thought, and preſented 
me with ſuch an Opportunity I could fee the Wag- 
gon when it had gone ſome little diſtance ſtop the 
Gentlemen quitted their Horſes, and having tied them 
to two Trees went towards it; one of them, but which J 
could not diſcern jumped haſtily into it, and having lifted 
up the Coverlet tefiked a great Surprize at finding no 
Body under it. he then deſcended, talked ſome 
little Time with his Companion, after which they both 
remounted, look'd round, and then rode off taking diffe- 
rent Roads. 

I kept cloſe all this while in my Poſt, bleſſing God for 
the Hope I now had of not failing into their Hands 
three Hours at leaſt were elapſed without any thing ap- 
pearing, yet did J not dare to remote; I was juſt be- 
ginning to think my Danger over, when I faw the 
Wretches return, having met I ſuppoſe at ſome appointed 
Place; it is to no Purpole ſaid the Chevalier to ſearch for 
her at ſuch a Diltance—————ye did wrong ſhe 

can't 
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can't be gone ſo ſar, but muſt be hid ſomewhere this 
Way it was here, or hereabouts we loſt her, do 
you place yourſelf yonder where the Roads croſs, and 
I'll ſtay upon this riſing Ground, from whence I can ſee 
a great Way roundg———How happy for me was this 
Information, I ſhould elſe have ventured down, and been a 
Prey to all a Virgin has to dread. 

Night drew on apace, the Sun was already ſet, and I 
endured a great Deal both from my uneaſy Poſture, and 
my troubled Mind, my Strength as well as Patience was 
almoſt exhauſted, and I believe I ſhould have fallen from 


my Aſylum, had I not been happily relieved : A Claite 


and fix with a Lady and a little Girl in it, eſcorted by 
two Horſemen paſs'd by the Moment I ſaw them, 
T thought it belt to quit the Tree and beg their Protection, 
but in deſcending, 1 had the ill Fortune to have the upper 
Part of my Gown hook'd on one of the Branches, and 
my Foot ſlipping at the ſame Time, I hung dangling in 
the Air without being able to get quite down, or up 
again into the Body of the Tree. The fear ct falling 
made me ſcream out, which brought the Lady's two 
Servants to my Aſſiſtance, they could not help laughing 
to find me in this Poſture, but having diſengaged me, 
and ſet my Feet on the Ground, good God, ſaid one of 
them, what Hazards do you run my pretty Maid ſure 
you mult love Birds dearly to venture paying ſo dear for 

king their Nett-, I had no time to make any Anſwer, ' 
I ſaw the Chevalier D*' E//;eux making towards me, and 
not above an hundred Yaris diſtant [ ran, or rather 
flew to the Charict crying out all the Way tor the 
Love of God, Madam, fave me as you tender your 
Happineſs hers, or hereaſter, protect a helpleſs Maid 
purſued by Raviſhers. My Cries occaſioned: the 
Chariot to ſtop, and the Lady looking out, immediately 


becikon'd to me in Tcken ſhe gave a favourable Ear to 


my Reque!t ; and as ſhe afterwards told me, that tho' I 

was dreſt plain and like a Country-Girl, there was an 

undeſeribable De!iczcy, a certain ſomething to which ſhe 

could not give a Name, that at firſt Sight intereſted her 

Heart in my Behalf; ie bad me come into the — 
| an 
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and having ordered the Coachman to drive on, ask'd me 
the Occaſion of my Fright: I made no Scruple of re- 
lating to her who I was, and all that had befallen me, 
concealing nothing but my Paſſion for the Marquis 4 
L V'——, ihe liſtened to me with a great deal of 
Attention, and when. I had done, why this is horrible, 
faid ſhe, and ſhews how dangerous Men are to thoſe they 
pretend to love, where the Paſſion is not directed by Ho- 
nour ; Mothers therefore ought never to leave their 
Daughters to themſelves, nor ought Daughters ever to 
take the leaſt Step without the Advice of their Mothers; 
however, Child, continued ſhe, you have nothing to fear 
ſrom the Chevalier 4” Elbieux I don't think he will 
have the Inſolence to inſult you in my Preſence, nor 
would the Servants who attend me ſuffer it if he did. 
I am well acquainted with your Godmother, and will 
write to her on this Occaſion I doubt nat but ſhe will 
lay her Commands upon him, to trouble you no farther. 
She had ſcarce ended theſe Words, when the Chevalier, 
who had ſtop'd a little on my being received into the 
Chariot, (I imagine to conſider what he ſhould do) rode 
up towards us, I perceived him coming, and cryed, 
Ah, Madam! he is coming he is coming the 
Lady then look'd out, and ſaid to him as loud as ſhe could, 
come hither Monſieur 4 Elbieux, 1 am a particular Frier.d 
of your Mother's, and ſhould be glad to give you ſome 
Advice He had no ſooner heard theſe Words, 
and ſeen Who it was that ſpoke them, than cover'd with 
Confuſion, he made a low Bow, and gallop'd back as 
fait as he was able. 

Well, faid ſhe, I told you how it would be——you 
are ſafe and ſhall be ſo with me, 'till I have wrote to 
your Godmother, and her Anſwer ſaall determine in what 
Manner you muſt be diſpoſed of. 

I prais'd God for this happy End of an Adventure, 
which had threatned ſo much Evil, and blef:'d my kind 
Protectreſs: She was a Lady extremely handſome, tho? at 
that Time paſt her forticth Year ; but her Goodneſs was 
hardly to be equall'o I endcavoured by all the lit- 
le Services I could do her on the Road, to teſti;'y my 

Gratitude 
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Gratitude, and render myſelf acceptable to her ; nor was 
my Labour thrown away; by the Time we reach'd Paris, 
I could perceive I had gain'd great Ground in her At- 
fection. 

The Houſe we were ſet down at was very magnificent, 
both as to the Structure and Furniture; it was her own, 
and ſhe was call'd (as I was ſoon after inform'd) Madam 
De , er Huſband was a Man of Family, and 
Receiver of the Finances the Number of their 
Servants ſpoke their Wealth; the Lady had three Women 
to herſelf, beſide a Governeſs and Maid for her Daugh- 
ter, who was about ten Years old, and as ſhe who came 
with us in the Chariot 

Her Huſband kept not ſo many Servants to attend on 
his own Perſon, went plain in his Habit, and was very 
frugal in the Expences of his Houſehold ; but that was, 
as ] found in a ſhort Time, that he might have the more 
to diſpoſe of in his private Pleaſures. 

Madam preſented me to him, but he ſeem'd not much 
affected with what ſhe ſaid to him in my Favour, and 
indeed had a Kind of Indifference or Indolence, I know 
not which to call it, in his Behaviour to every body at 
Home; he only ask'd his Lady after an Abſence of tome 
Weeks, how ſhe had enjoycd her Health in the Country, 
and turned into kis Cloſet without ſtaying for her Anſwer ; 
as he paſsy'd by me, however, he gave me a Look, which 
young as I was, I could perceive had nothing in it of 
that Coldne's he had affected in his Converſation. 

He was avout fifty or tifty-hve Years of Age, he was a 
well made graceſul Man, and had an engaging Aſpect; 1 
was ſoon told by ſome of the Family that he was of an 
amorous Conſtitution, but very private in his Intrigues, 
as indeed he well might, nothing being more ridiculous 
than for a Man to ind ulge thoſe tender Follies after a cer- 
tain Age, which in my Opinion ought not to exceed forty ; 
he was at la! feniibie of the Errors he could not avoid 
falling into, and endeavour'd all he could, to paſs upon 
the World as a Perſon who had entirely overcome them. 

I made it in whole Study to ingratiate myſelf to the 
Lady, nor u;0ced wi it difficult, her uncommon mn 

nel: 
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neſs of Diſpoſition render'd every little Effort acceptable, 
and doubled every Service done her ; ihe had a great 
Love for me and ſucwed it in all her Behaviour to me— 
Her Daughter ws taught Muſick, Painting, Dancing 
and Writing, and ſlie was ſo good to order I ſhould make 
Uſe cf that Opyorturity for my Improvement ail 
the Maſters perceiving bow much I was a Favourite, 
took the ſame Cie of me as they did of the ycung Lady 
herſelf; and to thi- I am indcbted for great Part of the 
Accompliſhments, which at preient I am eſtcem'd tor ; 
as my Voice was naturally good, and my Limbs turn'd 
for genteel Motion, i ſoon became a great Proficient in 
ſinging and dancing; nor was my Fancy leis admired in 
my Painting, and 1 wrote well enough in a ſhort Time to 
have my Hand equal thoſe who inſtructed me; ard this 
latter Article pleas'd me above all others, becauſe I flat- 
ter'd myſelf I ſhould one Day have an Occaſion to uſe this 
Talent to one, I need not ſay the Marquis, for whom, 
now my Fears were over, all my Reſolutions to forget 
were over. 

One Morning when I was practiſing ſome of my Leſ- 
ſons, in a little Room appropriated entirely for my Uſe, 
a Servant came to inform me his Lady would have me | 
come to her in her Cloſet ; as I knew ſhe had wrote to | 
the Counteſs De N I made no Que ſtion but ſhe had 
receiv'd an Anſwer, and made what haſte I could down; 
as ſoon as I came into the Room, Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, I 
have Letters here which concern you, and I ſent for you 
to let you know the Contents. 

She ſpoke this with ſo reſerved and grave an Air, 

that I apprehended there was little to my Advantage men- 
tion'd in them, and liſten'd to her with an equal Share of 
Impatience and Fear. 

This, purſued ſhe, taking one in her Hand, is from 
your God-mother ; ſhe ſpeaks of you with great Affection. 
but informs me of ſome Particulars, v:h1ch I think would 
be wholly improper to make you acquainted with—Your 
Heart I find is tender, and it might be dangerous to re- 
vive in you ſome: heviimerts. which have cot you much 
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Trouble, and if in the leaſt ine..1:'d may involve you in 
more. 

The Reader may judge whither this was not enough to 
exchte in me the utmoil Curioſity, but I concealed it, de- 
termiuing within myſelf to try all poſſible q. ethds tc get 
that Letter into my Hands, that I might diſcover what 
ſhe ſecm'd to think of ſuch ill Conſequence for me to 
know. 

This other, continued ſhe, is from Madamoiſelle her 
Daughter, who I find is not ſo well affected to you 
the thinks quite different from what he merits of the Che- 

alier, in Regard to his Behaviour to you ſhe advi- 
ics me to be cautious how I entertain any good Opinion 
of you, and to obſerve ul you: Action he tells 
me ydu are a great Diſſembler, very vain, and very ma- 
licious mat your Inſinuations had like to have occa- 
ſioned a great deal of Miſchief; that by your pretended 
Innocence you had inveigled the Affection of Monſieur 
the Marquis de L that he had ſought on your 
Account, and is much hurt in fine, that you are 
the Reverſe of every Thing you would be thought, and 
have ſo far forgot your mean Birth and Cottage Educa- 
tion, that you think you are on a Level with all who 
vouchſafe to give you any Encouragement; and ſays that 
ſne apprehends your Stay in my Houſe, will bring on ſome 
11] Conſequence or other, which may make me repent I 
ever ſuffered you to come into it, ſo wiſhes me to diſcard 
you immediately. She alſo adds that the old Mar- 
quis de L V. Father to him who is wounded, is 
highly incenſed againſt you, and looks on you as the 
ſole Cauſe of the — his Son's Life is in, and vows 
the bittereſt Revenge in Caſe he does not recover, which 
at preſent is very much doubted. 

I labour'd all I could to refrain giving any Marks of 
the Vexation this Letter plung'd me in, and the ſtill 
much greater Grief at kearing what had hapned to my 
dear Marquis ; but notwithſtanding all I could do, my 
Tears forced a Paſſige through my Eyes, and Madam de 
C plainly ſaw the Anguiſh of my Mind. 
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The Grief which you in vain attempt to conceal, ſaid 
ſhe, convinces me one Part of the Letter is true; as for 
the reit I regard it ad the Effect of Prejudice -l cc 
Madamoiſelle D' EH has an Averſion to you 
I know not wherefore, for indeed to me you appear of 
a ſweet Diſpoſtion, and you mult be ſo, unleſs you are 
the greatett Diſtembler upon Earth, | 

] wept Literly at theſe Words ſhe ſeemed moved 
at my Sorrows, and bid me compo'e my!eit, telling me, 
ſhe did not ſend for me with an Jutent to give me any 
Diſquiet. ——- Behave yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, as you have 
hicherto done, according to the ,Oxinicn I have of you, 
and I] will take care of you. 

I made a low Obedience in Tol:en cf my Gratitude, 
and was going out of the Room when ſhe cali'd me 
back Stay, Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, I had like to have 
forgot one Thing, your Father and Mother would have 
you return to them; but in ſpite of all Madamoilelle 
D'Elbicux has wrote, you ſtall be at liberty to go 
or ſtay Ah, Madam! cryed I eagerly, as much 
as I reſpect them I————well, well, repiied my char- 
ming Benefactreſs interrupting me, I fee which Party 
you would wiſh to take — you may have Reaſons 
for not being ſo willing to obey them in this Particular, 
as I doubt not but you would in other thin 
be eaſy therefore as I before told you, you ſhall be your 
own Miſtreſs, and are perfectly welcome to ſtay where 
you are I want not to loſe you. 

I fell upon my Knees, and kiſſed her Hands, quite 
overwhelm'd with this Exceſs of Goodneſs, and having 
pour'd forth my Acknowledgements in as handſome a 
Manner as I could, retired from her Apartment ; as I 
went out I was met by Monſieur De -, and my 
Eyes being till wet with Tears, what is the Matter my 
pretty Maid, ſaid he taking me by the Hand, has any 
one affronted you ? I ſhall be very angry with my 
Wife, for no one elſe dare uſe you in an unkind Man- 
ner but do not grieve for any thing ſhe does 
l'lH take care you ſhall not long be fe————F Il put 
Tt hings in better Order I have been thinking al- 

ready 
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ready what to do for you. I am much obliged to you, 
Monſieur, anſwered I, your Lady being pleaſed to permit 
my being nere. demands the utmoſt Gratitude from me, 
and I have a Sou, which will never let me forget her 
Bounties. 

You do well to ſay fo, anſwered he, but I ſee no ſuch 
great Kindneſs to you————-] perceive you have been 
in Tears, and I ſuppoſe you would not weep at receiving 
Favours Some Time or other I will enquire far- 
ther into this Affair; but this is not a proper Place to hold 
any Diſcourſe in Farewe! with this he ſqueez'd 
my Hand, and went into his Lady's Chamber. 

I was not fo dull of Apprehenſion, as not to ſee he 
liked me better than he cught to have done, and was 
very much troubled at it, as being an Incident which 
very much endanger'd the Happineſs of my preſent Situ- 
ation; theſe Reflections however gave way to others of 
a different Kind, and which ſeem'd yet more interreſting 
to me. 

'The Letter wrote by my Godmother to Madam De 
GC ran very much in my Mind I doubted 
not but it contain'd great Part of her Sentiments, con- 
cerning the Affection the Marquis had for me, and the 
very mention of that dear Name, was of itſelf ſufficient 
to render me impatient to know in what manner ; beſides, 
I imagin'd I ſhould thence be able to diſcover ſomething 
more of that unhappy Adventure, in which he had been 
wounded, than Madam De G——— -was willing I 
ſhould be acquainted with I thought of nothing 

bat how to get a ſight of it, but could find no Stratagem, 
it being lock'd up in a Drawer, the Key of which Ma- 
dam had always in her Pocket, it being a Place where 
ſhe uſually laid her Jewels and other Curioſities. 

Chance, however was favourable to my Wiſhes ; the 
Surday following being ſomewhat later than ordinary be- 
fore ſhe was dreit, in her Hurry of going to Church ſhe 
forgot the Key; as I had always a watchful Eye over 
that Place, ſince the Letters being laid there, I foon per- 
ceived the Opportunity was given me to read them, 
which I did with a great deal of Impatience. 68 
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The firſt I took in my Hand was that of Mademoiſelle 

D' E!5:eux, but that I paſs'd ſlightly over and came to 
the Counteſs's: I found ſhe ſpoke of me as Madame De 
6 had ſaid, in very advantagious Terms, except 
where ſhe mentioned the Marquis's Love for me, and 
there I could perceive a little Reſentment : She acquainted 
Madam De G that her Son had dangerouſly 
wounded him with a Piito!-Bullet————that the Coun- 
try talkꝰd variouſly on the Affair, but that ſhe had come 
to the Truth by Means of an old Servant, whom ſhe had 
entruſted with the Care of my Education that tho' the 
Marquis was very cautious in his Behaviour, and refuſed 
to relate to any-one the Grounds of the Quarrel between 
him and the Chevalier, yet the Diſquiet he could not for- 
bear expreſſing at not knowing what was become of me, 
confirm'd the Truth of what the Servant had ſaid 
that ſhe thought herſelf under an indiſpenſible Obligation 
to acquaint his Father with the whole Buiineſs, that he 
might conſider in Caſe his Son ſhould recover, how to 
prevent any Conſequences which might attend ſo violent 
and ill placed a Paſſion, which was the more to be fear'd, 
ſhe ſaid, as ſhe believ'd me truly virtuous and my Lover 
a Man of Honour. 
She concluded her Letter with adviſing Madam de 
G to ſend me Home to my Parents, ſaying my 
Charms were danyerous and might in Time create much 
Miſchief; but that if ſhe reſolved to keep me with her, 
at leaſt never to let me ſee the Marquis, if he ſhould re- 
cover and hear where I was. 

I lamented with Floods of Tears the Condition of my 
beloved Lover, but I could not in my Heart condemn the 
Cautions given on my Account, nay I even reſolved to 
make Uſe of them myſelf ; what 1 had read reminding 
me of the Perplexities which muſt naturally attend ſuch 
unequal Engagements, made me for a Moment wiſh I 
had never ſeen the Marquis —1 fay a Moment, for it 
laſted no longer the Pleaſure of loving and being 
beloved by ſuch a Perſon, whatever Troubles it ſhould 
involve me in, was preferable to an inſipid Eaſe and a 
Life of Indifference. | 
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After I had fully examined what I had ſo earneſtly 
defired to know, I folded them carefully up in the man- 
ner I found them, and laid them in ſame Place: I had 
but juſt done, when Monlieur De ame into 
the Apartment, and was very near ſurprizing me in the 
Fact. 

O! are you here, my pretty TFeanetta, ſaid he, 
Well! I hope, you have had no farther Occaſion for 
Tears ſince I ſaw you laſt. 'The Surprize of ſeeing him 
come in, had ſent a Colour into my Face, which doubt- 
leſs render'd me more amiable : That bold and forward 
Air, which a great many Women aſfect, being far leſs 
taking with the Men, than one that ſeems more timid 
and unaſſur'd. 

Monſieur De sas juſt then an Inſtance of this 
Truth, at lealt in Appearance, by extolling the Modeſty 
and Baſhfulneſs of my Air but, ſaid he, you an- 
ſwer nothing to what I ſay to you is it becauſe you 
ſtand in Awe of me, I aflure you that is not one of the 
Sentiments I would wiſh to inſpire you with; neither is 
there any Occaſion for it, I am more your Friend than 
you imagine it is owing to me, that my Wife treats 
you with ſo much Kindneſs therefore if you are of 
lo grateful a "Temper as ycu ſeem, you will think I 
deſerve ſome Regard from you; I deſire nothing more 
than that you will accept af my Friendſhip. I hope, 
NMonlieur, anſwer'd I, that nothing in my Part has been 
wanting, to teſtify the fenſe I have of all the Obliga- 
tions conferr'd on me, fince the time I came into your 
Houſe, and as to your Friendſhip, 'tis ſo great an Ho- 
nour tha — Well, well, cry'd he, you ſhall be 
more happy than you think, at leaſt it will be your own 
Fault if ycu are not; but take care, continued he, 
not to drop the leait Hint of what I ſay to you before 
my Wife—————he is inclin'd to Jealouſy, and Peace 
maſt be preſerv'd in a Family. 

I was at a Loſs how to reply to this Diſcourſe, when 
fortunaic'y Madam De G was come from Maſs, 
and ran directly up to her Apartment, which her Huſ- 


band quitting, on hearing her on the Stairs? What are 
2 you 


ELD 7 A 4 

Frrgin's Vifory. 95 
you doing here, Feanetta, ſail ſhe, to me? Mon- 
ſieur, I perceive, has juſt leſt ou What has he 
been ſaying to you? let me know the Truth, con- 
tinu'd ſhe, throwing herſelf into an eaſy Chair, I ſhall 
not be angry whatever has pals'd I know my 
Huſband lives not without his Gallantries.— Therefore 
if you would prelerve my Friendſhip, you muſt conceal 
nothing from me. | 

"Tis eaſy for me to ſatisfy your Ladyſhip, anſwer'd J. 
tis certain, Nonheur De G [has ſaid very kind 
things to me; but I look'd upon them only as Words 
of Courſe. 

Let me hear them, however, ſaid ſhe, and I ſhall be 
the better judge: On this I repeated Werd for Word, 
the whole Di:courſe between us; after which, well, 
cry'd the, your Youth and Inexperience in the World, 
is an Excu'e for your not aniwering him in a different 
manner, from what, you did —<—— But, remember, 
Feanelta, that a Maid ought to nip in the Bud, all the 
ExpeQtaticns Men may have of being ab'e to diſhonour 
her ; for if they arc once permitted to hope, they pre- 
ter.d afterwards a kind of Right, to take any Nleaſures 
to compaſs their Peſigns . 8 be wary for the ſu- 
ture, and do nothing without firſt conſulting me. 

The Remonſtrance of this goed Lady were not un- 
neceſſary, for I was ſoon convinced ſhe knew her Huſ- 
band, but too well; and what beſell me on his Account, 
nat only proy*d it; but gave her an Opportunity of diſco- 
vering an Excellence of Nature few Women can boaſt 
of. 

Two Days after this, one of Madam De G * 
Women, for whom I had a particular Regard, as I 
foun.! ſne was a great Favourite with her Lady, came 
into my Chamber bciore I was up———what in Bcd ſill, 
you lazy thing, cry'd ſhe, come you mult rife and dreſs 
yourſelt immediately, I am going out and ſhall take 
you with me with all my Heart, anſwer'd I, if 
you had given me Notice Jalt Night, I would have 
been ready before this well, tis Time enough, 


reſumed ſne, however, make what haſte you can. 
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This Woman could not be leſs than ſeventy Years 
old, forty of which ſhe had paſs'd in the Family, where 
ſhe was nruch reſpected, eſpecially by her Lady, whoſe 
Mother ſhe had waited on while ſhe was in her Child- 
hood. I had the greater Regard for her, becauſe I 
overheard her perſuade Madam De G———to keep me 
in the Houſe, when ſhe ſeem'd inclin'd to ſend me Home 
on the Counteſs's Letter. 

We went in a Hackney-Coach to Se. Honore's Street, 
where we ſtopp'd at a Mercer's, ſhe aſk'd for flower'd 
Damaſks, which being immediately brought, ſhe would 
needs have my Fancy, and then bought the Piece I 
pitch'd upon. Gowns then of light, gay Silks 
were ſhewn us, ſome hefitting the Sprirg of the Year, 
and others the Autumn; ſhe ſtill conſulted me, and I 
ſpoke my Mind, on which all I made Choice of were 
bought. 

We then went to a Sempſtreſs, the Purchaſe we made 
there, was a dozen of fine laced Shifts, and a dozen 
plain ones, and ſome other both Day and Night Linnen, 
ſuitable to the reſt. 

After this we call'd at three or four other different 
Shops, and bought Headclothes, Tippets, Gloves, 
Stockings, Ribbons, Fans, made Flowers, and a thou 
ſand other Trumperies ; and at laſt alighted at Se. Roche's 
Bank, where I was introduced into an Apartment, nei- 
ther large nor ſmall, but very neat and commodious, and 
richly Frnift'd. | 
Madam De G 's Woman had brought Table- 
Linnen with her, and a Footman who I knew belong'd to 
Monſieur came in, laid the Cloth, and every thing ready 
for Dinner, and then retir'd. 

All this threw me into a prodigious Aſloniſhment, I 
thought there was ſome Whim it ; but could not com- 
prehend the Truth, the Character of the Perſon who 
was with me, preventing my having the leaſt Suſpicion 
of any Deſign upon me. 

Preſently after ſome body knock'd at the Door, the 
Footman brought up a Woman with Hoop-Petticoats : 
De old Directreſs choſe one of the handſomeſt, and 
gave 
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gave her the Price ſhe demanded: After which, come, 
faid ſhe, to me, let us ſce how this will become you. 
I try'd it on, and thought it gave "mea graceful Air, I 
Jools ; in the Glats, and confe's, that I took a ſecre 
Pride in viewing myſelf with this Addition. 
My Companion eaſily penetrated into my Thougiits 
you are not millalcen, Feanetta, laid ſhe, in 
thinking yourſelf handſome you really are very 
beautiful, and you muſt give me the Pleaſure of dreſſing 
you according to my Far, icy. I was rewy enough to 
ſee how I ſhou!d look in the Court Feliion, and fie 
accordingly curi'd, powder d, patel'd me, an! put on 
one of the ſine Head-dreſts we had been buying, on'y 
to try it as ſhe ſaid. I made ſome Difliculty in letting 
her pat the Carmine upon my Chet: what a 
Chiid you are, cry'd ſlie, don't you ice tis only for :3i- 
verſion ? tnere remains nel ny new, continu'd 
ſhe ; but to Put ſome Ornaments on Un fe Petey Kars, 
and I am luckily provided for that. Mie pole t! 
ſhe drew ont a her Purie, Wii 1 feern'd we'll filed, a 
Pair of Brilliant Diamond Penitants foo —- joy io von 
like theie, c:y*d ſhe? O! magaife cent l rc ly'd I, they 
even dle my Eve: Veli then, aid fe, wer, | 
ſee if they become you as well as the ri — then 
look'd in the Glaſs, an l was fo aan ſmm'd at the Chr 
J ſcund in myſelf, that I could nat iu 11 a Wor!, 
While I was thus taken up with tie Coremp ation of 
my own dear ſelf; and I muit own overwiciard with 
Vanity 2 RIantua- maker came in. and I was de- 
fired to pull off my Gown, that ſhe might : e menibre 
of me your Cloaths will be wade to Aeimnation, 
Mademoiſeile, cry'd this old Jeresb. on \ialemille 
Parod has the beit Air in her Fab. of ny cue of her 
Baneſs in all Farce. The taking my iicuuare, ard 
theſe Expreiſions cpen'd my Eves Oh! Heavers! 
ſaid I to myiclf, I am betray — dull was lk 
not to ſce it before to what can I have Re- 
courſe! 
The ſurprizing Situation I was in prevented my ſpeak- 
ing. whr' Nw Woman was 1 my Shape, Which 
Vor. 
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2 perceiv*d ſhe did with Looks that denoted more cf 
Griet and Pity, than of that fawning Complaiſance, 
molt of her Profeſſion ute to the Ladies who are their 
Cultomers : This put me on trying a Stratagem which 
gave me {cine Proſpect of Succeſs, and if it fail'd could 
not render my Condition worſe than it was. 

I made a Pretence to go out of the Room for a Mi- 
nute, and on a Bit of Paper on which ſomething had 
been wrapp'd, wrote with a Pencil, I luckily had in my 
Pocket, theſe Lines. 


OOR Feantta is loſt forever, if your Ladyſhip 

does not take pity of her Fate, and ſnatch her 
trom the Deſtruction which tkreatens her ſhe has 
time to fay no more, than that a Moment's Delay may 
render all Afliſtance too late. 


I had rething wherewith to ſeal this Billet, nor was it 
material, for as all my Hopes were on the Honchy of 
inis Wewan, this Proct ct my defring to prelerve my 
\ irtue, wound render her the more induilrivus in deli- 
vering it. As ſie was folding up the Silks intended for 
ny Garments, I Hod cloſe ard pretending to help her, 
lipp'd the Note into her Hand, ſaying at the fame 
time, if you love Virtue, as I doubt not but you do, deli- 
ver this as directed with all poſſible Expedition, and God 
I am ſure will bleſs you. 


I ſnatch'd the lucky Minute, for I had but juſt given 


my Billet, when the Door open'd, and in came Monſieur 
D G ; tho' I had all the reaſon in the World to 
expect him, after what had happen'd, yet I was Thun- 
der-itruck at his Preſence. became pale, ard 
had a trembling over all my Limbs. Ah! how beauti- 
fol are you now, ſaid he, without perceiving the Con- 
iiernation I was in, I was not deceived when I thought 
that if once habited like our Ladies, you would ſurpaſs 
them all with this he approach'd nearer, the 
Women being withcrawn on his Entrance, and look'd 
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at me on all Sides; but charming Jearetta, continu'd 


he, how do you approve what I lave done ? are 
you ſatisfied with your Condition do you not 
think the Service of Monſieur De G———preterable to 
that of his Wife? but this is nothing in Compa- 
riſon of what I will do for you————from the firſt Mo- 
ment I beheld you, I reſolv'd to make you eaſy 
but come, my lovely Nlaid, ſpeal: to me, you ſeem me- 
lancholly is there ought elſe in my power that 
you deſire: I think that beautiful Hand requires 
an Ornament———a Ring———take thi tis 
yours. He concluded this Speecn with plucking a fine 
Diamond off his Finger, and preſenting it to me: Oh! 
what Shocks does a young Woman, who has any Share 
of Modelty, endure in the Circumſtarces I then was. 
I puſt'd away his Hand, and turning away, let me 
alone, Monbeur, for Heaver,'s ſake, cry Pq I, take away 
your Preſents——— 1 have not deterred ſuch Favours, 
nor expected them, much leis an Adventure, ſuch as I 
am unwarily ergig A in. 

What, iaid he, with a very ſerious Air, when I o< 
fer'd you my Fricnaſhip did you not accept it ? 
No, Monſieur, reply'd I. not in tais way ?f——1 am 
not accuſtom'd to the Par;ian manner of Expreſſion, 
and we did not underſtand each other.— | have re- 
ceiv'd many Marks of Friendthip from Aadim, nor did 
J think you meant any other than ſuch as were innc- 
cent. 

Yet, nevertheleſs, reſum'd he, you have laid yourſe'f 
under —QÞ2DT| — Ah! Xlonficur, interrupted J, burſling 
into Tears, you have too much Honour to offer W io) ence 
to a poor helpleſs Creature, beiray'd merely by her Sim- 
plicity into your power. You know me not, ſaid he, 
or you would not ſuſpect me capable ef ſuch a thing, 
No, Feauetta, | 'ove you to well to give you 
any Diſquiet, and ſhall aſk nothing till you are leis un- 
willing to grant in the mean time Cry up your 
Tears, and be ſole Nliſtreſs of yourizif and me 
thele Lodgings——all you ſce about you are your: 
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the Servants ſhall be wholly at your Command, all that 
J defire, is lgave to viũt you tometimes, 

This Ditcuurie was fo far from diipelling my Aprre- 
henſions, that it very much encreas'd them ———h-w 
unhappy am 1, faid I, to have excited fo il; a Opinion 
in you. Ah! rather let me cie than accept ot a 
way of living, to Which I have ſo little Pretence. 
Great God! what Obi igations muſt 1 lie uncer 
none at all, but what you thall approve, aniwer' d he.— 
diſpoſe of your Heart to whom and when you piewe: 1 
give re my Word and Honour, wluch I affure you, Jam 
Inc? e of viol: ting, never to offer any thing dia gree- 
ab e to ; you. Give me cti'y, as 1 ſaid before, the Li- 
berty ef {ceing you fometimies, and ſupplying yeu with 
what you ſha | have Occation for: that Pere full be 
a trincent Reward for all the Services I can do you 
wien you have mate ifxyerience of my LFiuim.2r, you 
will confeſs, Jem far from tninkiag as 1owe do; that 
wherever they confer any Favours, they bare a 
right to tyrann'ze, and exact a ſervile Compliance to 
whatevei they. demand. No, Jeanetta, 1 ſhould 
rot wiſh to gain you on iuch Termi———your nr 
cy in tlitz Aﬀi.ir raites my Eleem of you, and 1 aga 
aiiure you my Echtviour never ſhail offend you "a 
convince you of this Truth, 1 wit! now take my 
leave, and not rcturn till you think proper to invite 
me. 


In ſpeaking this, he made a low Bow, and went out 


of the Room without ſtaying to hear what Anſwer I 
would make, 

Till we attain a little Knowledge of the World, how 
apt are we to be influenc'd by Appearances : This Dil- 
courie of Monficur De G made a very great Im- 
preſſion on me, and | was ſorry to have cntertain'd an ill 
Opinion of him: I was net deceiv'd, however, the 
Conduct he aiterwards oblerv'd in regard to me, prov'd 
that his Word and Honour were no leis ſacred to him, 
than he pretended. now almoit repented that I 
had wrote to Madam De G theſe Reflections I 
mult own had a Mixture of rt I was be- 

| fore 


_ 


—— 


; — — 


— 
ee 


. 


a 
— — 
— 


* Iuc .® 


c_— 
Sd»... © 


to my * ye. 


Virgiu's Victerx. ION 


fore a great Glaſe had the Opportunity of con- 
Hering my tet from lead to Foo! *e Richnels 
oi m Liess, gave vail Advantices to iny Ferion-=the 
Rei upon my Cheelts ade yy 1 N greater Lutte. 
 con!d not avuril adoring ever, 
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cepting tte (Iiſts of Moutic ur De - I am not 
engag bf ta ne any Returns.——-t:c has given me his 
Prem. ſe not to exact any, and 1 believe I miay rely upon 
his [Hononr., 

] was taten up with theſe Meditations, when ihe o'd 
Chamber- mai came into the Rogin— he was tor 
wickedly cunniny net to fee into my Thoughts, —W ell, 
my charming, Fen: tte, ſaid the, Monhicuz De G 
made but a ſhort V ite ſcem'd melancl. Olly, as he 
went out, you have ſaid ſomething uni ind to him I fear. 
No, anſwer'd J, he bas conſerr'd ton many Favours on 
me, rot to demand the utmatt Gratitude and Civilitios 
from me. Indeed, at hits fit Fntrance, I thoneht 
he expeQc'! ſornething that was not fit io me to Len 
to. Hc! cry'd ſhe, with en inünunirg Air; 
alas! you do not know him —the Walt Goten tore 
will do any thing wi: h him and ſuit he deſerve; yon 
N.ov'd be a little compliable ſew Women in Parts 
ould icruple to 

Very fine very fine, indeed, ery'd Madam P- 
CG who had been if ning at the Door, and burſt 
that Moment into the Room, you preach mcit e xCenent 
Maxims to this Gir! Go; W retch, I am 7 ad to 
find fo timely what you are. Heavens that ] ſhould 
be the Dupe of ſuch a Hypocrite !—beg ne, get out of 
my Sight this Moment, ard never more cone into it. 
begcne, and if you continue i:. Pai Four and J uenty 
Hours, depend upen it, I will ſerd von 20 a Place 
where you would be giad to be turr'd out if you could, 
Oh! my Gus! continu'd tuts Lady rowing | her- 
| KR 3 ſolf 
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lelf into a Chair, is it poſſible I ſhould ever employ ſuch 


a Creature ? 

The wicked Woman did not ſtay to hear all this 
the firſt Exclamation was fufficient to ſend her away; 
and as for me I flood aghaſt and trembling, as though I 
had been the Criminal myſelf. 

Madam De G——-remain'd in a profound Medita- 
tion for ſome time ; but afterward hr. herſelf, and 
looking at me with a great deal of Sweetneſs, Jeauelta, 
ſaid ſhe, your Diſcretion and Virtue ſhall endear you 10 
me for ever. I receiv'd your Note by a Perſon 
who ſeem'd, indeed, much to commiſerate your Caſe, 
and gave me a Deſcription of all I ſee here. Don't 
be alarm'd on the Account of Monſieur my Huſband, 
the very Virtue he in vain attempted to ſeduce, will 
create in him an Eſteem far ſuperior to what is call'd 
Love.————l know his Temper well, and dare aſſure 
you, he will after this, be always your Friend in the 
true meaning of the Word ; 
Woman whom ] ſo long have cheriſh'd, what does ſhe 
not merit: no Puniſhments can be too great for ſuch 
-crvants, who by an unworthy Compliance with their 
lvialler's Paſſions, lead them into Vices they would elſe 
lever put in practice. 

In ipeaking this, ſhe roſe from the Chair, and look- 
ing round, very pretty and well fancied Furniture, ſaid 
ſhe ; but then caſting her Eyes on my Dreſs, poor Girl, 
added ſhe, how art thou trick'd up in all theſe Allure- 
ments ſo fatal to Youth and Virtue. Theſe Words 
made me very much aſham'd, I preſently ſnatch'd up 
a Napkin and demoliſh'd my Patches and Paint. Then 
tore off the Head-dreſs, and threw it on the Ground 
let me embrace thee, my dear Fearetta, ſaid this ex- 
cellent Lady, I am charm'd with this virtuous Indigna- 
tion. Now thou, indeed, art lovely, truly lovely. 
But, added ſhe, I muſt not omit one thing, call up the 
Maſter or Miſtreſs of the Houſe————tis proper I 


ſhould know who it belongs to, and on what Account 
the Lodgings were taken. 


The 
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The Miltreſs came herſelf : I had not ſeen her before, 
but ſoon found ſhe was one of thoie fawning half bred 
Gentlewomen, who imagine it tle heighth of Com- 
plaiſance, to add to every Sentence, may it please 
your Lady ſnip I beg vour Ladyſhip will do me the 
Honour to believe | am ſo happy as to think 
with your Lady ſhip. and ſuch like Phraſes; am 
] am apt to believe, if ſhe were even to abuſe any one 
it would be with under Favour with Sub- 
miſhon————or I hope I do nothing out of Decorun, 

In fine, every thing, ſhe ſaid, was ſo }1rcud 
with Interlocutions of this kind, that in ſpite of the 
Reaſons Madam De G had for being ſerions, l 
could perceive ſhe ſometimes had enough to do to refiuin 
laughing. 

This affected Piece of Formality inform'd us, that 
Monſieur De G——- hired the Lodgings of her, and 
ſurniſh'd them himſelf ; that he told her they were for a 
Country Lady who was a married Woman; and on ber 
Huſband's ſquandring away great Part of his Eſtate 
in vicious Courſes, was come to Paris to ſue for a (ana- 
rate Maintenance. Adding, =: the ſaid, that he had 
Letters of Recommendation in my Behalt, from ſome 
the beſt Families in Pretagne, to whom I was re- 

ted. 

A plauſible Story I muſt own, reply'd Madam; but I 
can aſſure you there is not one Word of Truth in it; 
ſo would have you be more cautious for the future: A 
very little Conſideration might have made you ſenſible, 
that if your Lodger was what he pretended, ſhe migiit 
have had an Apartment in his own Houle, eſpecially as 
he had a Wife capable of entertaining her. As vou 
knew Monſieur De G you mult alio know ti3 
after this ſhe lock'd every thing up, and taking 
me with her in the Chariot, went directly to her 
Houle. 

Monſieur De C was gone out, lie was appiiz'd 
of all that happen'd by the old Woman, and left Word 
at Home that he was gone into the Country NO 


doubt aſtamed to ſee his Lady, as well he might after 
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ſo plain a Proof of his Infidelity ; for tho' he had di- 
verted himſelf with fereral Women, yet he had aiways 
been ſo extremely cautious, that ſhe never before had the 
Means ef proving what ſhe had too much reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect. 

The next Nay, however, ſhe receiv'd a Letter from 
bir, in which he entreated her Pardon for what hed 
F+is' in the moſt tender and ſubmiſſive Terms: Proteſt- 
ing rever more to give way to the Dictates of a head- 
ſtrung Patton, which ge enerally brings on its own Puniſi- 
ment hy ene way or other and as a Proof that 
ke the ug t no more f me with any ſuch View, deſited 
ſhe wou!d fend n. e, where he ſhould never ſee me, nor 
Lear any thing turther of me. 

Nladam De G whoſe Kindneſs for me daily 
encrea:%, read me this Letter and her Aniwer to it: 
She told lum that ſhe was extremely ſorry he ſhould ab- 
ſent himſelf on ſo trifling an Occaſion that ſhe 
knew no Man could be always maſter of his Inclinations ; 
and if his vere never plac'd on a leis deſerving Object it 


v. iA be very well————that ſhe herſelf had an entire 
Love for me, and couid nn think of ſending me from 
her, being very well convinced of my Virtue, and con- 


d A wit; repeated Aſlurances of Affection. 

every Wife behn ve in this manner as often as the 
bright Sun of the Hinenigl State is obſcured by the dar R 
C. ont of Jenulouly, Divorces would be lefs frequent, and 

Vomen in greater Eſtimation; ſince it is certain that no- 
th ing ſhews Good- Senſe, ſo A as over looking thoſe 
Frailties of Nature few Men are without. 

It was now near a Year ſince I had heard any thing 
the Marquis, and Time and Reaſon had a little abated 
tut violent Ardor, mention'd in the firſt Part of theſe 
Memoirs. Indeed, all things contributed to render me 
forgotſul of whatever could make me uneaſy Madam 


5 (i—— ——ticated me with {uch Aſtection, that there 
een d Uittie Difference made between me and her own 
Daughter ; and that young Lady, far from the Temper of 
12 demoiſele D' E/bicux, Mas never eaſy, but when I was 
nad changed the 
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Love he had for me into a parcatal Goodneſs; but «nat 
Marks ſocver he gave me oi his Goodneis, 1 Was al- 
ways on my Guard before him. 

To aid to this, I had ſercral advantageous Matche, 
offer'd me; but he of my Lovers who icem'd the mo!t 
preiFng, was one Menſieur Gripart, Farmer-Geveral of 
the Taxes: He was extteme!'y rich, but ct ſo diſagree- 
alz.e a Form, that he ſeem'd a perfect Antidote to Love and 
NI larriage 3 ſome regard, however, was to be paid to 
him, as he ſeem'd in earneſt, and Madam told me ſhe 
ſhou!d rejoice to ſee me fo well diipos'd of. I never 
durſt teilify my Diſlike ; but liv'd in hope that my mean 
Pirth und want of Fortune, as he was the moit avari- 
tious Creature breathing, would keep him from coming 
dire ay to the Point; but 4 was ladly 3 tho” 
he had hitherto deny'd himſelf pact. the > Neceſfaries of 
Life, he could not deny himſcif the Gratf.cation of his 
P:.4ion for me; and i: forming 1 and Madam 
De G of his Reſolutions, I was ob! ig'd to give 
them my Anſwer. But as he had a great ſhire in ſome cf 
my Auxentures, I think it will not be amiſs to preſent 
my Rcaders with his Picture; which, tav' it cannot 
be iaid I flatter him, has nothing in it but what the 
Original may very well be known by. 

He was of a middle Stature, and one half ef his 
Body, like his Face, very difiere:t from the cther, with- 
on being really croo!:ed, he had the Relemb ance of it, 

any one that met him; for when he 102d os [trait as 
be could, one won! 1 ini: Le was ſtogping to tale up 
ſomething. His Ply zuomy is yet m21e dificult to 
Aeterid nerer ſaw a nay thing in Alan or Bratt like 
it. — Ii; Head was of an oval Ferm tur:wd the verong 
way: His Eyes were as big as thoſe of an Y, but 
had no Advantage as to Sight, their Lids ſcem'd 0 love 
each other ſo well, that they never parted withont 'T cars, 
IIis Mouth had ſomething cf the Air of on A- 
cove, his Lips tuining invard like a Lalſ-Mat Dory 
hich diſcovered here and there a duty ragged Inhab 
tant ni; Noſe lock'd very prondly cver the reſt of 
lis Face; but on every Mcaoyon Ken's to vive a gras 
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cious Nod, and when he laugh'd ſeem'd to be of one 
Piece with his upper Lip [nis left Eyebrow was 
at ſuch a Diitance from the Eye to which it belong'd, 
that it took within its Circumference above half the Fore- 
head, and the other fo cloſe, that it could ſcarce be di- 
{inguiſh'd from the Eye itſelf: His Complection was 
neither black, brown, nor fair; but a Mixture of all 
three, a kind of motley Hue, and like the Rainbow 
varied, as you look'd earneſtly upon it. A great buſhy 
Perriwig ſerved as a proper Frame to ſo frightful a Pic- 
ture ; the reſt of his Dreſs, as well as his Hands, Legs 
and Feet were anſwerable; and altogether made the moſt 
dro!l Figure that Imagination ean conceive. 

This Creature, for it goes againſt me to call him 
Man, viſited me every Day ; while I was ignorant of 
his Deſigns, the Looks and Behaviour which were of a 
Piece, ſerv'd as an Amuſement; and as it was a con- 
ſiderable time before he declar'd himſelf, I could not 
have believ'd he ever could have a thought of Love. 
Not tha: I would be thought to mean perſonal Defor- 
mity, as an Indication of a weak or ungenerous Mind ; 
but neither his Character nor Principles, beſpoke his Soul 
at all more amiable than his Body. 

I remember the firſt time he gave me to underſtand 
he thought me worthy his Addreſſes, he expreſs'd him- 
ſelf in this manner. | 

Do you know, Mademoiſelle Fcanetta, that for theſe 
eight Months, two Weeks, hre Days and four Hours 
I have been in love with you———you laugh now; but 
I can aſſure ycu it is no Jeſl a Deuce on't 
1 would not if I could help t————there never was 
ſuch a thing in our Family before. All the Gripart”s 
from Father to Son, married without any Love in the 
Calt till now, I never look'd more at one Wo- 
man than at another————but you have wrought a 
Miracle -I could Rare at you ali Day. 

He embelliſh'd his Declaration with Flouriſhes apper- 
taining to his Humeur and Vecation, comparing me to 
a large Sum of Aoney, tlie employing of which was to 
be lis Property, and told me as a great Precf of his 
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Paſſion, that he had given a Mau a whole Shilling for 
having wiſh'd him good Luck that Morning uh, 
ſaid he, he little thought the Buſinels I was coming a- 
bout, and was ſo aftoniſh'd at my Generoſity. 

Well he might, anſwer'd I, that you ſhould bellow ſo 
conſiderable a Sum: yes indeed, reſumed he, with twelve 
Pence much may be done; why with ſuch a Sum I made 
my Fortune, as I'll tell you ſome Day or other. He went 
on with a great deal more to the ſame Purpoſe, which I 
have now forgot, and I was every day wooed with a Po- 
liteneſs, which would have been entertaining enough to 
me, had not thoſe to whom it became me to liſten, taken 
Part in it ; a Waiting-Woman of Madam De C 
my Boſom Friend, told me ſhe had overheard fome Dii- 
courſe concerning this Subject, that ?loniieur De G—— 
was much in carnelt for this Match, and his Lady entirely 
bent upon it; I ſoon after heard it was concluded on, tha: 
I ſhould be a Sacrifice to What they call being ſettle} in 
the World, and the Horrors ſuch an Apprchenſton tid 
me with are unutterable. | 

I now began to run over in my NIind all tha: had 
paſs'd between the Marquis and my elf, call'd to Remem- 
brance the Beginnings of that Patt..n once fo dear to me, 
and which never had been obliterated Heavens! 
cryed I, what can be become of lum: Tan ke 
forget his Vows Want can he think of himtelf, to 


be fo long without letting me hear from bim 91 
how much did I contide in him —C muit be 122 


he mult have forgotten me, and ail he ſaida -n 
fon! Heart no longer can find Excu.cs for his Ailnos 
and his Silence — Tears accompanyeu the'e Reflections, 
and as I was one XlIorning overwhehwd with them, 
Chriſtina came into my Room, and with a great deal of 
Joy told me my Mother was in the Houte, and jut comung 

up Stairs. | 
News ſo unexpected and w.thal fo pleaſing ſurprized 
me very much nd ſocn dryed up my Lease; to 
ſee a Mother to whom I had been fo de:r, aiter an Ab- 
ſence of welve Mlonths, was a 'iran{prot not to be ex- 
preſs'd: ran to mect her, ad having received her 
F © blellug 
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N'oſſing threw myſelf into her Arms She held 
me to her, and in the tende Tet Embraccs teſtiſied a Joy, 
mne had net Words to expire! 's ; my Sitter too was with 
her Il gave ker alſo in her 2 urn the moſt finccre 
Niarle of the Pleaſure 1 fe't in ſccing her, and then cun- 
eunel them to my Chamber: Our Diſcourle at Frit, 
tron h meer Fagerreſs of enquiring what had pais'd 
j ice ve ſaw cach other, uus too confuſed to be intelli- 
Fib.e 3 but by Degrees they hecame acquininted with my 
f£uventurcs, and I learnt our Family Aftairs; my Father 
they to! me was in Health, and on his Way to Nlon- 
fie De C 's, and that my Siller was married to 
Colin, whica I was very glad to hear, becauſe I knew the 
YOUNG | Fe} low was rich, and had withal a great deal of 
Ho: Ly ard Good-Nature. 

1 5 teward of the IJouſe who had always been very 
civil to me, lea ing my Nlother and Siſler were come, 
ſent a landſeme Bret kfit to my Chamber I exerted 
ny et: jn e tm in a centeel Xlanner, and 

2 rid c in wen jag eas improved 
my Siler cold at me wit Aſloniſhment, and eryed, 
ble: ve Mather, ti. is is not our Fraverta, this is a ſine 
Cont Lol === low te is 6 . ſne 
I. nic 1 had tien on only a Bed-C „en, and Night- 
Dre“ on my Lead, neither 2 nor gaudy, bat being 
m. die lte a dineient Riarner om what was ul 1 in our 
Vize, scene hes: F ac... one, Which indeed 
gre 1c no imwull REFS 10. — * Vanity is inepHrable to 
l He ces of Pecnle, and netuing ſoaths it more than 
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ſee me married; theſe Words made me turn pale; ſhe 
preſently obſerved the Change, what, ſaid ſhe ſternly, 
I hope ycu have not forgot the Education I gave you, 
ſo far as to have ict your Heart upon any Man. No, 
my dear Mother, anſwered I, but the News you tell 
me has a little ſurprized me; but pray, continued I, to 
whom am I to be diſpoſed ? 

"Tis ſtrange you ſhould be ſo ncar Marriage, as I am 
told you are, ” reſumed ſhe, yet be ignorant of the Perſon ; 
the Lady into whoſe Hands you are o happily fallen, has 
wrote to the Counteſs very much in your Praiſe, but her 
laſt brings an Account, that ſhe has now crown'd all the 
good Offices ſhe has done you by providing a Huſband, 
who would bring Wealth and Honour into our Family— 
your Godmother ſent for me on the Receipt of it, and 
ordered me to come to Paris, and be preſent at the Wed- 
ding, and this is all I am yet inform'd of. 

While my Mother was vet ſpe.:king, a Footman came 
in to let her know Madam De G deſired to fee 
her ; on which ſhe went immediately, leaving my Siſter 
with me, whoſe Sentiments for me were nuw quite al- 
ter'd the Envy and Jealouſy that ſormerly occa- 
ſion'd our little Quarreis, were now no more; and I had 
Gocd- Nature enough to forgiv e greater Injuries, than any 
I couid poſſibly have received from ker; the Joy ſhe ex- 
praſs'd at ſeeing me, Laniſſi'd from my Breait all Re- 
membrance of her former Behaviour. 

I weu'd not however venture all at once to make her 
my Confidant, but having an irrehitable Curiciity to 
know what had haprci.cd ice J came away, 1 ifk'd her 
in 2 Sort of carelefs Air, concerning the Family at the 
Caſtle; the Counteſs, replyed ſhe, is much the ſame ſhe 
was, and talks of coming very ſoon to Paris with her 
Daughter, who has been courted fer:2 .me, and they 
ſay will be married ſhortly to Monſcur De F. but 
as to the Chevalier D'E/bieax, no body knows what is 
become of him he has aprcar'd very little, cyer 
ſince that ugly Affair which has m ade f o gceat a . iſe, 
and is related a Thouſand Ways God knows how 
it was; bat l am ſure you did a very diſcreet thing not 

to 
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to come near the Village afterward if you had 
return'd as Calin perſwaded you, you would have been 
pointed at———— to this Hour you are in every one's 
Mouth. 

Dear Siſter, cryed I haſtily, let me know on what 
Foundation they build their Cenſures, and then I can in- 
form you how far I have deſerved them. You know, 
anſwer'd ſhe, that in ſuch little Places as ours, every 
little Trifle is made a thing of Conſequence———Every 
Neighbour watches the Actions of the other, nothing 
eſcapes without being talk'd on, and if they don't know 
the real Motive, ſometking worſe is imputed ... 
They ſay that the Marquis De held a ſe- 
cret Correſpondence with you and Madamoiſelle Du Pare, 
and that it was agreed upon that he ſhould carry you 
off; but that the Chevalier D' E/bieux being alſo in love 
with you, by his Jealouſy diſcover'd the Deſign ; on 
which they fought and the Marquis was dangerouſly 
wounded ; they all lay the Blame of this Duel on you, 
as having given Encouragement to both theſe Lords, and 
this Belief paſſes the more current, becauſe Madamoiſelle 
D*Elbieux declares ſhe never could ſupport your Coquet- 
try with the Men. 

My Mother, continued ſhe, endeavour'd with her u- 
ſual Prudence to put a Stop to theſe Reports, by telling 
every Body you were gone to ſtay ſome Time at a Re- 
lation's Houſe, and the Talk might have paſs'd off, it 
Colin had not come home one Day beat almoſt to Death, 
and in a terrible Fright ————:le faid that he narrowly 
eſcaped with his Life, for offering to take you from the 
Marquis's Valet de Chambre, ard that you were grown 
quite another Creature, with liilning to the Flatteries of 
fine Gentlemen; in fine poor Colin was fo incenſed with 
the Uſage he had received from Dubois, and vour Be- 
haviour to him, that he was the fir!t to ſpeak againſt 
you, and told every bouy that he did not doubt but you 
was conceal'd with th \fairquz 'Tomewhere or other. 

The ſame Day that Ca retu rd \lonfieur the Che- 
valier D' Elbieux aut, an! being inform'd of what 
had happened made Celia be brought to him: they were 
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ſhut up together ſome Time, and we ſaw him take Horſe 
with Fury in his Eyes, ſwearing that he would revenge 
Colir's Cauſe, and teach Dubois what it was to abuſe any 
of his Tenants. 

The Marquis, who then lay ill of his Wounds, ſent e- 
very Day to the Village to know if you were return'd, 
but this was look'd upon more as a Feint for the better 
concealing you, than the real Truth that he was ignorant 
where you were, *till the good Lady with whom you are 
placed, wrote an Account of it to Madam la Counteſs 
De N „but one thing I muſt inform you of, 
which is, that fince the Marquis has been recover'd and 
abroad, the Chevalier has never been ſeen———-ſo Peo- 
ple know not what to think as to that Article. 

Madamoiſelle his Siſter continues to exclaim againſt 
you with all the Bitterneſs imaginable, and as ſhe heard 
you were at Madam De Gs, ſaid ſhe was very 
much concerned fo good a Lady ſhould be impoſed upon 
by your ſeeming Modeſty ; and that ſhe did not doubt 
but News would ſoon arrive of ſome freſh Miſchief you 
had occaſion'd ; and that you ſtrolled to Paris for no 
good, as ſhe had reaſon to believe would be proved. 

Bleſs me ! cryed I, what can be the Meaning of the 
implacable Hatred ſhe bears me? O! we are not ignorant, 
replyed my Siiter, her Secrets can be divulg'd as well as 
thoſe of meaner People————She is in love with the 
Marquis, he finds nothing in her worthy of making a 
ſuitable Return ſhe imputes his Indifference to your 
more prevailing Charms, and cannot but have an Aver- 
ſion to what renders her Wiſhes ineffectual. 

The Grounds of her Diſlike to me are very miſtaken 
ones, anſwer'd I, overjoy'd to bring her on this Topic, 
for ſince I quitted the Caſtle, I have never heard one 
Word of this Marquis you ſo much talk'd of, and have 
all the Reaſon to believe I am quite indifferent ti him. 

There is little ſign of that, ſaid my Siſter, with a 
half Smile, when he ſo often ſent to enquire what was 
became of you, tho' I readily believe that you may not 
have ſeen nor heard from him fince ; becauſe when the 
Counteſs, out of Pity to my Mother's Concern for you, 

er 


W 


0 „ 


112 The Virtuous Villager; or, 


let us know where you was, 'twas on Condition we 
ſhould conceal it from every bedy, leſt it ſhould reach 
the Marquis's Ear ; fo that fincing all the Enquirics he 
could make unſucceisfal, he gave them over, and has 
never been ſcen in our Part of the Country fince ; bis 
Father the old Marquis De L i. would glad!y 
have had him return to Court, but he excnicd himſelt, 
ſaying his Health would not permit; and his Phyſicians 
as they ſay, by bis own Directions, declared it was abio- 
lutely neceſſary for Eis Re eſtablichment, that he ſhould 
go to ſome Place, I have forgot tne Name of it, to 
drink the Waters. 

This Diſcourſe awaken'd in me all the Tenderneſs I 
ever had for the Marquis, and 1 felt an inward Gref, 
which in Spite of me broke forth in $:che—Ah, Fea- 
netla, cryed my Sitter, you love this v eng Nobleman, 
nor can I wonder #:, or blame your Paſi.: 
mult be own'd he has in him all that renders . an zgree- 
able to our Sex; bat re.nember the Diivaricy be- 
tween you; put the Cale tnt his Deſigis up a you are 
the moſt honourable that can de, yet M1 there e un- 
ſurmountable Obſtacle, between you "tis next to 
an Impoſidility you. ever can de his Wite, and ſhould 
you give way to the Inclination he has upired you with, 
io far as to occaiion the brealring off the Mich now in- 
tended for you, and you ſhow | nerentt2;, fall into any 
Troubles, wiio of your Friends wou'c iy or affi!t you? 

I thank'd her for the Adviee ſte pove me, which 1 ac- 
knowledge to be good, and picmilcd to ule my utmoſt 
Efforts for putting it in ProQtic» Yes, ſaid I, the 
Rarquis ſhail be forgot Iwill cocy the Dictates 
of this ſevere Prudence wil wake a gacriice 
of myie:!, and all that's dear io me in ſpeaking 
theſe Words 2 Flood of ungovernable Tears burſt from 
my Eyes: hold, erycd my Siſter, I cannot bear to fee 
you tha: ] cacht not to ict you know I have a 
Letter for you, but my 'Tenderne:s prevails in this Point 
above my Rez'on Here, faid ſhe, take it, Nlada- 
moiſelle D Pare gave it me the Night before our De- 
parture She loves you till, and J am much mit- 
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tal:en if ſhe has not ſent you News of what you love, 
for Dubois to my Knowledge, tho! it is kept a gectet, is of- 
ten with her they meet in a little Walk between 
the Caſtle and the Wood. 

Slie held the Letter in ker Hand till ſhe had done 
ſptaking, and then giving it into mine, which trembled 
with Impatience, I haſtily broke the Seal, and iaw the 
inlide was the Character of the Marquis the Hurry 
of Spirite, the ſoſt Confuſion I was in, is not to be ex- 
preſs'd on ſceing from whence it came, but which was 
yet encreaicd when I read as follows: 


To the hwelicfl, and dcarcſl of her Sex. 


HERE are you———O my charming, my ever 

adorable Feanetty ? will this Teſtimony of 
a Love which knows no Bounds———a Conſtancy which 
can be equall'd by nothing but the tranſcendant Merits 
that occaſion it, ever reach your Hand. Hea- 
vers ! what have I not ſuffered in the Uncertainty of 
your Pate———2 Thouſand Deaths are infinitely ſhort 
of the 'i'ortures every Hour brings with it where 
can vou be conceal'd ?—————has the Chevalier D' E- 
birtii=———but I will not give Way to ſuch Suggeſ- 
tiont——no, the Divine Power will protect your In- 
nocence yet what can have happened ? by 
what Means are all my Endeavours to find you rendered 
fruitleſs————I would ſearch for you in the molt diſtant 
Corners of the World, could I hope to find you 
there; but ſomething tells me you are near me——nay, 
I am ſometimes flatter'd with the Hope that the happy 
Moment is at Hand, to reſtore you once more to my 
longing Eye'———O FYeanctta, ever charming, ever 
dear to my adoring Soul! fain would I think the cruel 
Ignorance I am in of your Abede is not owing to your- 
ſe'l. and yet, wherever ycu are, or in whoſe Hands 
ſocver, you might, if you had thought me worthy of 
fome little Contrivance, have found ſome Way to eaſe 
me ct this racking Suſpence my Life as well as 
Fa. ience is almoſt exhauſted ; but my Love is * the 
ame 
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ſame in the Name of all that is dear to you in the 
World let me hear from you, if this diſtrated Epiltle 
ever comes into your Hands I have ſometimes 
a Notion that Madamoiſelle Du Pare is in the Secret of 
your Reſidence, if ſhe be, ſhe is, alas! but too faithful 
to thoſe who have entruſted her with it ſhe has 
however promiſed to ſend this to you, if ſhe can find a 
Poſſibility of doing ſo———How things between you 
are I know not, but know this, that nothing but the Aſ- 
ſurance that I am not wholly forgotten by you, can ſave 
a Life long ſince devoted to you——deareſt Feanetta—— 
but I will add no more if I am not hated by you I 
have ſaid enough—-if I am, leſs would be too much 
I will not however liſten to any thing my ill Genius in 
ſome deſpairing Moments tempts me to imagine 
but conclude with proteſting by all we have to hope 
above, or dread below, that whatever you are I never 
can be but 


Your moſt faithful Lover, and Admirer, 


Caſtle of L—/— 
April the 7th. 2 —. 


Scarce had I read over this moving Letter, when my 
Siſter, who ſtood on the Staircaſe all the Time, ran to 
me, and told me ſome Body was coming up Stairs, I 
thruſt it haſtily into my Boſom, and had but juſt Time 
for doing it, when a Servant came to tell me I muſt come 
down to Madam De G—— and my Mother My 
Heart forboded the Buſineſs on which I was called, and 
I obeyed the Summons with inward Terrors, which I 
found it difficult to conceal. 

As ſoon as I came into the Room, Jeanetia, ſaid Ma- 
dam De G—to me, I rejoyce in having an Opportunity 
of recompencing your Virtue what you refuſed for 
it are not forgotten by me, and I have ever ſince been 
contriving how to make your Fortune you know 
very well that Monſieur Gripart has long endeavour'd to 
render himſelf acceptable to you, I hope you are 22. 
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ſenſible of your own Intereſt to conſent readily to be his 
Wife, in which Confidence Monſieur De G———at my 
Requeſt has ſign'd a Contract in your Name; and it is 
to be Witneſſes of the Conſummation, that I have ſent 
for your Parents. I own with you that your inten- 
ded Huſband is not handſome ; but Jeanetta he is ex- 
tremely rich, and will ſettle on you twenty thouſand 
Crowns; to add to this he adores you, and there ſeems 
nothing wanting to compleat your Happineſs in ſuch a 
Choice. 

You anſwer me only in Bluſhes, continued ſhe, but I 
take your Silence as the Effect of Modeſty : But that 
ought not to hinder her, rejoyn'd my Mother tartly, from 
throwing herſelf at your Ladyſhip's Feet, and thanking 
you for all your Bounties. 

I was ſenſible of this Repartee, and immediately did 
as ſhe faid, and kiſs'd Madam De G———' Hand 
with a Gratitude unfeign'd ; riſe, my dear Teanetta, 
cryed that good Lady, tenderly embracing me; I 
look upon you as my Child, and will provide every 
thing proper for your Wedding, which ſhall be ſolemniz'd 
at my Country-Seat. As for Mignonne (for ſo her 
Daughter was called) ſhe loves you enough to give you 
the moſt magnificent Preſents, but out of the little Trea- 
ſure ſhe is Miſtreſs of, defires you'll accept of her Pearl- 
Necklace. 

My Mother was ſo much tranſported with theſe Teſti- 
monies of the Affection I had gained, that ſhe even wept 
for Joy, and was preparing to expreſs it in Words, when 
Word was brought of a great deal of Company being ar- 
rived ; on which we retired to my Chamber, and were 
followed by a great many of the Domeſtics of Madam 
De G „who having been told what had paſs'd, 
came to congratulate me on my good Fortune as they 
look'd upon it. 

My Father came the next Day, and all things being 
now ready for the cruel Ceremony, it was fix'd for the 
Tueſday tollowing it was not in my power to op- 
2a the concurrent Will of all thoſe, to xhom by every 

ind of 'Tye I was ſo much bound I had no Ob 
| jections 
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jections to make agaiuſt it, but une that ſeemed of little 
Validity, with Perions who having dene with Love them- 
ſelves, conſider'd Wealth and Gran ur ns the only Klap- 
pineis in Lite Grijert's Letormit/ was ent iy 
hid under the Advantages his Adance brought wWitant; 
and even my Mother, who had experienc'd the tender 
Pa, ion, and conſulted no other Rlotive in the Dipol 
of lerſelf, was as inflexible as the reit, whenever 1 but 
ſeemed to hint ut the Miſagreableneſs of him they were 
about to give me ſor a [{uſh nd. 

All Day was I periecutzd with the odious Fondneſs of 
Grizart, or in his Abſence with the Diſcourſes on my. 
approaching Happineis, fo that I had only the Nights to 
complain in, and give ſome Vent to thole dreadful Con- 
ſiqerations which agitated me with ſo much Velemence, 
that I have a thouſand Times ſince wondered it did not 
ſend me to the Grave. I was ſometimes tempted to 
write to the Marquis, and let him know the Situation I 
was in if he loves me but with half that Ardor 
he pretends, ſaid I to myſelf, he will find ſome Way or 
other to break off this deteſtable Match; and if he 
ſhou'd not attempt to do it, ſuch a Proof of his Perſidy 
would make him almoſt as hateſul to me as Gripart; and 
J ſhould have lets Difficulty to give myſelf as they would 
have me. I determin'd one Moment to act in this 
Manner : I took Pen and Paper, but before I could find 
Words to expreſs myſelf, Duty to thoſe who gave me 
being, and Gratitude to my Protectreſs interven'd, and 
would not ſuffer me to obey the Dictates of my Inclina- 
tion in this State of Irreſolution did I continue till 
the Eve of that fatal Day which was to decide for me 
Gripa't paſt ſome Hours with me, and brought me Jew- 
els to the Value of twenty thouſand Livres; but what 
were all thoſe glittering 'Foys—— my Vanity was 
not in the leaſt flatter'd with them, and I now found my 
Love for the Perſon cf the Marquis ſetting alice his 
Rani:, was the reigning Paſſion of my Soul. 

On the Morning following I was called up at four 
o Clock, dreſt and adorn'd, not according to my Birth, 
but to the Condition cf kim to whom 1 was going to give 
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ray Hand, and as I thoughtmyſelf, a pompovs Victim for 
a acriſice to Lucre, Never did any one receive greater 
Prai es than were beſtowed on me when thus equip'd 

my Air, my Shape, my Face were extoll'd by every one, 
and tho? I could not hide my ſecret Emotions ſo far as 
not to force them to take Notice I look'd melancholly ; : 
yet they even thought that becoming, and ſaid no other 
c1!d be expected from a young Nlaid, ſo perfectly mo- 
deſt, on her Wed ding- Day; but ſome: among them knew 
how to judge better of the Cauſe, tho“ they diſſembled 
their I houghts on that Head. 

The invited Gueſts being come, I was conducted to 
the Altar, Maſs was over, the Fxhortation made the 
Ce emony begun Gripart had pronounced the fatal 7 

vill, and the Prieſt wa s turning to me for my Aſſent, 
wehen a female Voice, but extremely loud, was heard from 
the lower Und of the Church, cry ing out Stay 
Stay 

＋ he Prieſt was ſurprized all the Aſſembiy turn'd 
their Eye; where the Voice procecicd, when piciently a 
tall lu Wom: an made her way through the Crowd and 
came up to the Altar ſhe defired to ſpeak in pri- 
vate with the Prieſt, who conducted her into the Sacriſty, 
follov.ed by Madam De G , my Nlother, and 
Monſieur Griyarr: I flayed in iny Place, not able to 
imagine the Meaning of this Adventure. 

The People ſeemed no leſs am=zev, and crouded up to 
the Altar to ſtare upon me dome cryed the Bride was 
very pretty and deſerved her good Fortune Others 
ſaid *twouid be Pity any thing ſhould happen to hinder 
it and a Country Fellow bawled out go. 
go, ſhe' il get a Huſband I'll warrant her if ſhe loies 
this. 

At length the Door of the Sacriſty open'd, and a 
Man belonging to the Church came to call me, I fol- 
lowed him, and it was ſhut again immediately after my 
Entrance. 

Your Wedding is deferr'd for this Day, Feanetta, ſaid 
Madam De G a Perſon pretends a certain Pro- 
mile made to her by Monſieur Gripart a long Time 


I ago 
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ago it ſcems ſhe lives in this Neighbourhood, and 


hearing he was about being married to you puts in her 
Claim I think ſhe has done it ſomewhat of the 
lateſt, and the thing might not have much Weight 
however, he ſays that he will talk to her, and does not 
fear but to make all things eaſy. 

I am half diſtracted, cryed Monſieur Gripart at this 
unlucky Turn but there is no Man that has not 
been guilty of ſome Follies in his Youth I pro- 
teſt no ſuch Engagement ever came into my Memory, 
for doubtleſs if I ever made it, I never had any Inten- 
tion to fulfil ii but I flatter myſelf ſhe will hear 
Reaſon. 

She deſires nothing contrary to Reaſon, ſmartly re- 
plyed ſhe, that had put a Stop to the Ceremony, ſhe 
only inſiſts on your eſpouling her, or living always a 
ſingle Life. 

That would be ſevere upon me, indeed, reſumed Mon- 
fieur Gripart, but this is no Place to hold Diſcourſe in, 
if you pleaſe to ſtep into my Coach, we'll hear what 
ſhe has to ſay, and if nothing leſs will content her. 
With theſe Words he preſented her his Hand, and after 
making a low Bow, went out of the Sacriſty. 

We then all return'd to the Caſtle, my Father and 
Mother were very much caſt down, but I had Difficulty 
enough to conceal my joy; I flatter'd myſelf that the 
Woman would be tenacious of her Right, and Gripart 
not able to compromiſe the Matter ; but ſoon I found 
theſe ſoothing Hopes deceived me, he returned to the 
Caſtle the next Morning with a Gaiety in his Counte- 
nance, which too truly informed me before he ſpoke, 
that he had ſucceeded in the Buſineſs he went about. 
Money does all things, and Miſer as he was, his odious 
Paſſion for me had made him readily unload his Bags, 
and give the Woman a handſome Portion for her renoun- 
cing all Claim to him; a wile Exchange ſhe made 
what would I not have given to have been in her 
Place what not have hazarded for that dear 
Freedom ſhe was paid for enjoying ? but it was 
now too late=————a Day again was fixed for making 


me 
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me for ever wretched, and I in vain repented that Nice- 
ty, which had hindred me from apprizing the Marquis 
of my Condition, | 

The Afternoon before the ſo much dreaded Day, we 
all took a Walk on a fine Terras at the lower End of Ma- 
dam De G————'$s Gardens, it over-look'd the Road, 
and was ſo high that it commanded a great Diſtance : 
be Company were talking of general things; 
but Mlonſieur Gripart kept always cloſe to me, teizin 
me with the Pleature he took in the Thoughts of his ap- 
3 Happineſs. Jo avoid anſwering him as 

ittle as 1 could, I lean'd over the Rail, and ſeem'd to 
amuſe myſelf with the different Objects that preſented 
themſelves ; when I perceiv'd at ſome Diſtance ſeveral 
Horſes follow'd by a Pack of Hounds. They 
paſo'd leiſurely by, this ſight made me call to Mind the 
firſt meeting with the Marquis in the Foreſt of Fountain- 
bleau; I ligi"d, but felt a ſecret Pleaſure in the Proſpect, 
as tho' it foreboded me ſome good. 

As I was contemplating on thoſe paſt dear Moments, 
a ſingle Perſon dreſt in green Velvet trimm'd with Gold, 
came gently along the Road, and crols'd into a little 
Meadow, at the very foot of the Terras his Horſe, 
taking the Advantage of the Reins lying looſe upon his 
Neck, ſtopp'd frequently to graze———-His Rider 
had his Arms a-crots, his Head declin'd upon his Breait, 
and ſeem'd entirely bury'd in ſome Thought of great Im- 
portance. 

People when they ſee any one in a Situation like their 
own, ate apt to imagine it mult be the ſame Cauſe that 
has produced the ſame Effect. I preſently thought ſo 
profound a Meditation, could proceed only from the Woes 
of diiappointed Love, and felt a Pity for this graceful 
Stranger, Which even brought Tears into my Eyes, and 
made me look very attentively on him ; but, good 
Heaven, when he came more near, I thought I knew 
him, and preſently after fancied him to be the Marquis 

his Idea was too well graven in my Mind for me 
to be miſtaken and happening to lift up his Eyes 
juſt as he came to the Place where I was ſtanding, Com- 
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plaiſance obiig'd him to pull off his Hat. His Face 
was now fully diicover'd to m2.———— was certain 
that I had not been deceiv'd, and in the ſudden Tran- 
ſport gave a great Shrick, which preſently brought all 
the Company about me the Marquis turning his 
Head at the Noiie | made, had a full View of my Face, 
and between Altoniſhment and Joy being in a manner out 
of himſelf, as I had been, cry'd out, *tis ſhe ! by 
Heaven *tis ſhe, and clapping Spurs to his Horle was 
out of >1ght in a Moment 

The Change of my Countenance, together with my 
having ſcream'd, made every one think I was taken ſud- 
denly il, and were too buſy about me to take Notice of 
the Marqui:'s Behaviour: My Father and Monſieur G- 
fart took me under each Arm, and led me into a Parlour 
where I was laid down on a Couch; but as it was only a 
ſaddea Emotion of Joy which had occaſion'd my Diſ- 
order, no ii] Contequences attended it, and I recover'd 
my former Looks. 

Madam De G——— having aſk'd out of Curioſity 
the Miarquis's Name of ſome of his Retinue as he was 
paſſing by, was not at a Loſs for the Motive of the 
Charge had been in me; and ſpeaking to my Father 
and \lother, who knew him again perfectly well, 
it was agreed among them that no Notice of it ſhould be 
taken of it to me, and a ſtrict Caution obſerv'd never to 
mention any thing concerning him, in the Preſence of 
Monſieur Cripart, leſt it ſhould fill him with any Notions 
in prejudice of me. I did not in the leaſt doubt but this 
Adventure would occalio many Reflections among 
them, ſo placed myſelf when I knew they wee 
ſhut up together, in an adjacent Cloſet, where I over- 
heard all their Diſcourſe. 

In the midit of it, I perceiv'd a Servant came to ac- 
quaint Madam De , that a Gentleman deſired 
to ſpeak with her; as I doubted not but it was either 
the Marquis himſelf, or ſome one ſent by him, a ſtrange 
kind of thrilling ran through all my Veins. [ 


trembled between Hope and Fear, and was all Impa- 
tience for the Event. 
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Ny Suſpenſe laſted not above a quarter of an Hour, 
Madam De G who had entertain'd the Marquis 
(for it was he, indeed, in her Clolet, order'd I ſhould be 
call'd. [ went with timid Steps, and had icurce 
Strength to puſh open the Door which I found half ſaut. 
Come hither, my dear Jeaneta, ſaid ſhe, and exert 
all the Influence you have over this Nobleman in the 
Behalf of your Fortune and Reputation. He op- 
poſes your Marriage, and tells me he will have Recourie 
to every kind of Means to prevent your giving your 
Hand to Monſieur Cart you cannot be inleni:- 
ble of the Conſequences, that mult inevitably attend 
any ſuch Attempt, and I hope may prevail on him to 
ſilifle a Paſſion, which never can be ſucceſsſul. 

'The Marquis who I tound at the Feet of Madam De 
G————quitted her, and threw himſelf at mine as 
ſhe done ſpeaking, crying, Ah! Fearetta ! What have 
done, that you ſhould render me the moſt miſerable 
of Mankind ? 

How powerful is a Lover in ſuch. a ſuppliant Poſture 
my Heart ſympathiz'd in every Pang I ;aw him in, 
and forced the unwilling Tears into my Eyes; yet um- 
moning all my Courzge to my Aid, what is it you de- 
tire of me, my Lord, ſaid I? hare I the pow r 
cf diſpoſing of myſeli. [ conjuce 1Gu by all that is 
ſacred to lcave we, and nat ei Cvc.vuur to fubiertc a 
Virtue too much ſhaken by your Picience. 

Leave you, cry'd he, with great Emotion! Ah! un- 
kind, and too forgetful Jcanctta, is it thus you receive 
a Man who adores you aſter io long an Abſerce ? — 
A Nlan who from the firſt Moment he bencid 3 cur 
Charms, became ent.rely devoted to them————b:, 
continued he vehemently, your approachin 3 600d Fortune 
has dazzled your Eyes; and ail that Love and Je der— 
neſs of which you have had fo many Proofs mut be fa- 
er:ficed. Yes, yer, ungrate u! I know I am to 
blame for ever preſenting myt: * before von, er the 
— I yeſterday receiv's ct your Dilregard 

ut 
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He was going on; but my Impatience would not ſuf- 
fer me to let him proceed what Jeſtimony my 
Lord, ſaid I, what have I done? O! Heavens ! 
-eply'd he, is that a Queſtion to be aſk'd ? have I 
20t wrote twenty Letters to you, tho' I know not whether 
they ever reach'd your Hand; and did you vouchiate an 
Anſwer to any one, till laſt Night brought your {inal 
Determination: Did you not tell me that you never 
lov'd, nor would have wrote but to let me know it; 
that you deſir'd I would trouble you no f-rther, and 
that I never ſhould be made acquainted with the Piace 
of your Abode, till you were free from my Importu- 
nities in the Arms of a Huſband which you Mud 
the ſooner accept of, as if it would utterly deilrcy ail the 
vain Hopes I might have conceiv'd. 

Ah, hold, my Lord, cry'd I, I deſerve not this Re- 
proach————[ never wrote to u euer wrote 
to me, interrupted he with a kind of a diſtracted Air ! 
is Feanctta, that Feanetta, whoſe Innocence and 
Simplicity I ſo much ador'd, thus chang'd———can it 
be poſſible ſhe ſhould be capable of attempting a Decep- 
tion of this kind? or am I not be credited without a 
Witneſs of the Truth of what I ſay . here 
then, purſued he, let this ſpeak for me. With thele 
Words he pull'd a Letter out of his Pocket, which I no 
ſooner caſt my Eyes upon, than I knew it to be the 
Hand of Nlademoiſelle D*F /5icux. Madam De G 
looking it over alſo at the ſame aſſur'd him of the 
Truth: Ah! Madam, cry'd he; you have reſtor'd me 
to Life, then turning to me, ah! Feanetia, purſued 
he, if you have not really form'd that Reſolution this 
Letter contains, compleat what this Lady has ſo gene- 
rouſly begun, and promiſe me never to eſpouſe this new 
Lover. Heavens! cry'd I, how can I avoid it ? 
am I the Aiittreis of myſelf can I, dare I 
contradict the ab%!ute Commands of thoſe who gave 
me Being ?!————OQ:ght I to oppoſe the Will of this 
good Lady, to whoſe Bounties Jam ſo much indebted ? 
[ud knows tis neither Intereſt not Inclination 
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carries me to the Altar—————you will go then? cry'd 
the Marquis, in a deſpairing Tone; you will then give 
yourſelf for ever from me do ſo, Feanetta, fulfil 
the Promiſe you have made my Rival. Obey the 
DiRates of this rigid Virtue ; but be aſſur'd, to the Nup- 
tial Rites a Sacrifice ſhall not be wanting ; the Hour 
that gives you to Monſieur Gripart ſhall alſo give me 
Death. Gocd Heaven forbid, rejoin'd I, burſting 
into Tears ; alas ! I love you but too well for my Re- 
pole. But how can I avoid this Marriage ? 
What Reaſons can I alledge for my Diſobedience ? 
That you love me, anſwer'd the Marquis. Oh! my 
Lord, ſaid I, were that ſufficient I would make the 
Confeſſion with Pleaſure. * I'ts enough, my Charmer, 
reſumed he, pa don, Madam, my Tranſports, continu'd 
he to Madam De G———on this Moment depends my 
Fate that Sweetneſs in your Countenance, tells 
me my Love and my Deſpair have moved you to Com- 
paſſion————1 have already declar'd to you the Purity 
of my Intentions may I hope you believe me 
ſincere, and that you will fulfil the Promiſe you were 
ſo good to make me! Speak, Madam, you 
ſee this dear Creature does not deny her Kindneſs for me. 
O!] anſwer, continu'd he, preſſing her Hands and bath- 
ing them with his Tears, yet do not, till you have well 
weigh'd the Conſequence of what you ſay I per- 
ceive on you my Doom depend Jeanetia, her 
Parents, all will ſubmit to your Deciſion.—O ! Heavens, 
you heſitate you will not pronounce in my Favour 
you are reſolv'd to ſee me die before your Eyes. 
It muſt have been an obdurate Heart, indeed, that 
had not been moved with theſe Words, and the Vehe- 
mence with which they were exprels'd ; beſides the high 
Rank, and yet more clevated Accompliſhments of the 
graceful Petitioner, pleaded not a little with a Perſon of 
Madam De G 's Hamour ſhe was touch'd, 
as ſhe afterwards confeſyd to me, to the very Soul, yet 
not knowing how to comply with his Requeſt, ſhe re- 
ply'd to him in theſe” Terms. 1 


G 2 


— — 


—— — — 


——ä—Ü—— 2 —ä— te 


- 


I 24. Tl - Firt werts J 7. lager Ok 


Jam extremely perplex'd, my Lord, fei fc, were 
it in my power to mile you harry in your Wilkes, I 
v ere unpardonable to pave hut, am! tho! ] muſt 
own mvielt the the Ferton that felt cuccurag' Rlon- 
teur Ce Ades, yet I canrut fee any way to 
render aborave, u hat I have talen ſore Fains to bring 
a bout tie Natch i row 1o far advanced, that there 
eem3 {carce a Poſiihility of brerking it off, without in- 
Curing the Ceniure of all who hear of its true Men- 
ſteur Cat is your Lorcth.p's Inferior in every thing 3 
but then he is cur Friend, and a Pericn of ſome Conhdera- 


tion. what Colour can be put on cur Refuſal ? on 
the other .de of eaneita 15 extreme dear to mc Ine 


Aloment of Kefitcucn brings a theuſnnd different Ideas 
to my Niind at ones. I bx'ierc your Paſiion ren, 
your Hcnovr lacied, ycur Word inviolable 
I doult of nothir g you have ſaid; but, Marguis, 
remember veu have a Fatler, ho Wii never be brought 
to accept ef Jearelta fS Dauguter He has à1- 
ready feflici nity oxp.ain'd bimiclf cn that Head, and 
would never te brought to pardon any one, who had the 
leaſt lend ia intzing wut ſuch a difproporticnable 
Match: 31; ti.erciore that I can do for you, my 
Lord, is to delty the intended Nlarriage wita Monſieur 
Grijart for eight Day: if you can find any Means 
in that time to break it whoiiy off, without prejudice to 
Feanttta's Character. I am too much affected with the 
Condition I ſee you in not to rejoice in a Change for 
your Advantage. In concluding theſe Mords ſhe went 
out of the Koom, and I was followings her, but the 
Marquis ſtopp'd me. 

Stry a Moment, cry'd he, with an Air in which the 
moi! pi-reing Sorrow was painted, or prepare to behold 
me die at your Feet O! how can you abandon me in 
the Deſpair zou fee me in?: Good God ! reply'd I, 
what can I co ?- What Anſuer would you have me 
make to the Reaſons you heard juſt now alledg'd ? 
that you deſpiſe then all. ſaid he, for the ſake of a Man 
who may be able one Day to juſtify your Choice of 
: him. 
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him. How? contint'd J, would you have me entir- a 
Joie myſeif with Perſons to wham I am fo mui 
oblig'd? No, aniwer'd he, they cannot condemn yulu 
withour bei; g guilty of the utmoit Iniullice. | am 

rea ly to marry you m/e! receive ten my ſc- 
lemn Vos, I call Heiven to V itnels I will have 195 
Wife but you nc ver had any Þeſ:gn Un Worthy 
of your Victuc.  orly united 2 farunrcble Cppor- 
tunity to convince you cf *t. -]. nave @ Fata, 
who unknowing your nit. is, indced, I cAorabie, at 
leaſt he ar; ears 10 at pre ent; but if you d cent to 14 


Liappinets ve. may be marrie in Private, —_ 
is 0:d, ard cannot live long tho! far be it fai 
me to wiſh Lis Death — the Contlury ! wege 
avoid giving kin the cal, zeit; ard it i b 

Reaſon that I would cence our 1. 25 

love me, therefore, Jraueltt, you v — ——1 l 
love you ! interrupted J, ves, my Lol Ihe von 


more than Word: can rea: iz; bot ver]! never an d n- 
ſent to bo yours in the manner YG GELTE-—NNUICP, A! 
ever make me vary om the Reſolution I have torin'd 
you are Gearer to me; beten dem to me tl. an 
my Life and as a Irocf of it ] wit; diſobey, Foce 
it mult be ſo, the Authors of my Being ———Y*:, 
continu'd I, with a 'Tcrrent cf ears, Ii, et all tis 
World againſt me hat can you aſt more? C 
you ſulpect my Truch, cry'd the Marquis haſtily, yu 
think me perfidious—a Villain that aims en to {c- 
duce your Virtue by the ſpecious Pretence of Aarriage 
you dare not truſt my Vows on 
no, purſued I, nothing can be more ſecure than I think 
myſelf of your Honour. I know the true Fſteem you 
have for me, and the genercus Sentiments of your 
Heart in my Favour ; and I would render mylelt in 
ſome Meaſure worthy cf them, by furmounting the 
common Wealkneſs of my Sex my Viitue is all 1 
have to boaſt; in the Name of God ſeek not to tarniſh 
the Brighineſs of it by ſuch Propolals. Ihe Moment I 
had fail tliis, I ran cut cf the Room with all the $pced 
G 3 I 
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I could; and Madam De G who had heard all 
that had paſs'd, met me on the Staircaſe, and taking 
hold of my Arm, come into my Chamber, ſaid ſhe, I 
have ſomething of Importance ro communicate to you. 
She then ſhut the Door to prevent any Interrup- 
tion, and having made me Gt down by her, ſpoke to 
me in this manner. 


The End of ile SECOND PART. 


THE 


THE 


VIRTUOUS VILLAGER, 
O R, 


VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


PAR T. III. 


— ud. el. As. 


NEVER ſhall forget the Proofs 
you have juſt now given me of your 
Prudence and Virtue, continu'd Ma- 
dam De G——— but ſhall delay 

whe the Praiſes your Behaviour merits, 

dil a more leiſure time, and at pre- 

: ſent only conjure you, my dear 

Child, for as ſuch I love and regard you, never to quit 

the Path you have fo happily begun to tread, and which 
alone can conduct you to the End of your Troubles. 

While my Ears were pleaſingly entertain'd with hear- 
ing how nobly your Virtue triumph'd over your Love, 
my Eyes were turn'd towards the Park, where I was 

ſurpriz'd with the Appearance of ſeveral People, who I 
knew did not belong to ns; they paſs'd backwards and 
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forward ſeveral times, and coming nearer I found ſome 
among them tad on the Livery of a Man, whoſe Name 
will make ycu tiemble; J do ſo myſelf, while I tell you 
it was that cf the Chevalier D' Elbicux and ſoon 
2 iter one of my Park-keepers accompanied by a Perſon, 
who I gueis by kis Air (for he was too diſtant for me to 
diſcover hie J carure:) to be no other than that deſperate 
Lover, join'd tue others; and having talk'd together 
lome time, as if concerting Meatures, my Servant 
pointed to a Green houſe which you know we have at 
the Entrance f the Wood, after which they ſeparated. 
Ah! Teanetta! fome guilty Project is in Hand 
—  —epend upon it, the Chevalier hurried by his 
bruta! Pa ſſion, is come down hither to bear you hence by 
Force, it Si:atagem ſhould fail. 
Mladam, anſwer's !, frighted almoſt to Death, your 
Ccnj-&ures are but too juſt, and reminds me of a thing, 
wh.ci filed me with a great nary Apprehenſions for the 
time it laſted, nor have I fince been able to get it out of my 
Mind, thc? till your Diſcourſe, I look'd on it only as 
the EH et of Imagination Laſt Night, Madam, con- 
tinued I, with a Voice faultring with Terror, I heard a 
a Noiſe at my Chamber-door, and wak'd [/abe/la your 
Lady ſhip's Woman who lay with me—— —ſhe was in 
a found jeep, and I was oblig'd to ſpeak very loud, on 
which J heard a Voice, not unknown to me, ſay, /ct vs 
761 = the Pear J was in, made me throw myſelf 
into [avillu's Arms and cling faſt to her; but ſhe 
lJaugh'd at me, and ſaid it was only ſome of the Ser- 
vantz, who having, perhaps, been 3 were going 
to Bed, and hearing me ſpeak, were afraid of being dil- 
cover'd and getting Anger for being up ſo late. Tho 
wat ſhe fiid was. probable enough, yet I could not be 
eaſy, the Sound of the Voice I had heard has never ſince 
been out of my Ear. 

It maſt beto cry'd Madam De G interrupting me, 
there was certainly a Deſign of carrying you off laſt Night; 
bat the great Company we had at Supper, and who Raid 
late, reuder'd the Execution hazardous. Jam ex- 


tremely troubled, nor know by what Methods to Ker, 
cee 
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ceed the Marquis 13 here ill, I ſuppoſe, and his 
Retinue with our own, are more than ſiufncient to pre- 
vent auy Violence. Ile is too much intereſted in 
the Aftir, and would not fail to give us his Aſſiſtance; 
but then there alſo may be dreadful Inconveniencics in 
letting him know it. 

Yes, Madam, cry'd I, ſuch as I ſhudder hut to think 
on remember what has al:cady pais'd between 
theſe two Rivals, and the implacahe i fatred they bear 
each «ther Oh! Heaven! continu'd I, weepinz, 
what have I done, to draw iuch Misfortunes upon me! 
my Tears drew alſo fume into the Eyes of this good 
Lady; and that ſig! reminding me of the trouble I 
was likely to cauſe in her Family. Dear Madam, 
laid I, forgive what is not in my power to avoid, and 
to prevent any farther Miſchic!s that may ariſe on my 
Acconi:t, ſuf-r me to quit your Houſe, while there remains 
a Pcfibility of doing fo. Alas! cry'd ſhe, where 
would you go ? or how get out of theſe Gates, 
without falling into tho'e II's, I would hazard every 
thing to ſhield you from ? you may be ſure we are 
obſerv'd the Chevalier has doubtleſs Spies, who 
inform him of all that paſſes. However, I ſee no 
other way, for tho' we are greatly reſpected here among 
our Tenants, yet what could they do aga.nit the People 
I law in the Park, ſhould this deſperate Lover proceed 
to Extremities, as there is too much Cauſe to fear he will. 
But, my dear Child, alded ſhe, if you could evea de. 
part hence without the Knowledge of the Chevalier 
D'Fllieux, the Marquis himſelf would be alſo an Im- 
pedliment then theze is my Huſband, Nlonſicur 
Ciibart, your Harents, your Siſter, other Friends, all 
have their Eyes on vou. No matter, Madam, aniwer'd 
I, were there but a Place where I could depend on being 
receiv'd, I would run any riſque to arrive at it. The 
Abveis of a Monaſtery not two Leagues oft, fail ſhe, is 
one of my Intimates. have done her Services, 
and ſhe bas Gratitude enough to acknowledge it, — 
O! Madam, interrupted J, kiftag her Hands, order 
ſomebody to conduct me thither zvery Nloment 
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now is worth an Age———do you acquaint Mengeut | 4 
De G with what has happen'd, while 1 go iuto 
the Company and appear as unconcern'd as poſib!c 
when you have contriv'd the Means for my Eſcape, te 
ſo good as to give me a Hint, and [I'll pretend the Head- 
ake, or ſome other lit tle Diſorder, and aſk Permiſſion to 
retire to my Chamber, and while every one believes me 
to be there, I can get on Horleback in ſome Diſguiſe; 
and meet the Perſon you appoint for my Guide at the 
End of the Village. 

Ah! Feanetta! Feanetta! ſaid Madam De G 4 
embracing me, your Wit and Virtue charms me 
the Plot could not have better contriv'd, and I flatter 
myſelf it will ſucceed go, my dear Girl 
you ſhall ever be to me as my Child. I will en- 
deavour, Madam, anſwer'd I, to merit that precious 
Title, by my following the Pattern you have ſet me, 
and by obeying all your Precepts ; but I ſhall loſe 
you, cry'd I, weeping. No, Feanetta, reſum'd 
ſhe, I will always be a Mother to you I will ſee you 
often, and when Affairs are com pos'd, bring you Home 
to me again but dry your Tears, and let us go 
m— time is to be loſt 

With theſe Words ſhe embrac'd me in the moſt af- 
ſectionate manner, and we were juſt going to leave the 
Room, when on a ſedden the Door was thrown open, and 
in came the Marquis; what, Madam, cry'd he, to Madam 
De G——, you are going to take Jeanetta from 
me ; but you ſhall firſt take my Life ? What have 
I done to merit ſo much Cruelty ? He then threw 
himſelf on his Knees between us, and taking each of 
us by one Hand, protelted both to the one and the other, 
that whatever happen'd I ſhould not be remov'd 
and that if we did not promiſe to forego the Reſolution 
He had heard us make, he would that Moment lay him- 
ſelf dead at our Feet. 

Theſe Words utter'd with ſo much Vehemence, the 
Deſpair that appeared in his Countenance made me trem- 
ble; but then the Apprehenſions of the Chevalier D'EL 
bieux, who might in an Inſtant ſurprize us, and * 
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the molt tragical Scene Imagination could conceive, gave 
me Courage and Reſolution, and enabled me to aniwer 
him in a Lone and Rlanner, very different from my 
Heart, or iny uſual Manner of expreſſing myſelf. 

My Lord, faid J, it it be true that you love me 
if I love you? Ungrateful Maid ! interrupted 
this deſpairing Lover, is it now that you ſeek for Proofs 
to periuade you of it ? what J fo long have ſuffered 
for you, might I deſire you will hear me out, 
cry'd I in a pretended Anger, and let me fee how far 
I may depend on the Attachment you pretend, by com- 
plying with what I now requeſt ; without which Teſti- 
mony, expect not I will ever believe or liſten to your 
Vows. Call your Reaſon to your Aid, my Lord, 
Love, without it, is but a wandering Fire, and will lead 
you into Miſchiefs jirretrievable I know myſelt 
as yet unworthy of the Paſſiva you have for me; and 
thould I ſubmit to the Conduct of to blind a Guide, ſooner 
or later, even you would make me repent my Weakneſs. 
As I doubt not vour Sincerity or Honour, I am ſenſible 
of the Obligations I lie under to both; and will en- 
deavour to merit the Condeſcenſions you make in my Fa- 
vour, by ſuch Ways as you ſhall hereafter approve. 
It is no longer, my Lord, Jranetta, an ignorant Coun- 
try-Girl, that takes the liberty to hold this Argument 
with your Lordſhip, but a laid, whoſe Sentiments are 
enlarged, and whole Mind 15 rendered capable of the moſt 
refined Ideus, by the excellent Example and Inſtructions 
of this Lacy, and the generous Affection you are pleaſed 
to have for her. Yes, my Lord, in ſpite of my 
mean Birth, my Love and Viitie ſhall enoble me: 
a Proof of the one, I give in ſa:riſciag to you a certain 
preſent E!tab!1hinent, for an uncertain one to come; 
and of the other, in refuſing bo n yours and my own In- 
clinations io be yours, but by ſuc \ſethods as ſhould call 
a Bluſh in neither of our Faces. Beſides, my Lord, 
confider, 1 beſcech you, that I am engaged to lonſieur 
Gripart, that I ſhou!d be married, that my Parents and 
all my Friends are waiting to be Witneſſes of the Cere- 
mony. Where, but in a Convent, can 1 be de- 
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ended from making good the Promiſes made in my Name, 
by thole who alone have the Power of diſpoling me ? -— 
Would you then oppoſe a Reſolution formed on purpoſe 
to ſecure me to you, and compel me to perform an En- 
gagement which will take me for ever from you. 
A Cloilter is the only Refuge I can take with Decency, 
and by pretending that I have a Call to that Life, none 
will take upon them to controul a divine Inſpiration, —- 
This, my Lord, is all I have to ſay, continued 1 with a 
determined Air; and if you agree not to ſuch juſt Rea- 
ſons, and retire immediately from this Houſe, I have 
nothing to do but to eſpouſe Monſieur Gt, and never 
ſee you more. 

I was obliged to turn away my Face in uttering theſe 
Iat Words; my Tears, in ſpite of me, betrayed my 
Heart, and would have ſhewn him how great a Con- 
ſtraint I put upon myſelf to treat him in the Manner I now 
cid, had the Surprize he was in to find me ſo reſolute, per- 
mitted him to obſerve my Countenance.—He was altoge- 
ther unable to reply, and only ſeizing one of my Hands, 
with agonizing Graſps expreſſed the inward Convulũons 
he that Moment feit.—What then did not I endure amidſt 
the double Anguiſh of his, and my own Griefs! O 
Jet all Maids, who would preſerve their Firmocts, be- 
ware how they behold a beloved Lover in ſuch a S.tur- 
tion.— Happy was it for me, that a Perion t much 
reſpected as Madame De (G was preſcnt, elic I can- 
not aniwer how far my Tenderneſs might ave trau h οrted 
me. In ſuch a Juncture, Flight is the tle \teans 
to conquer; toe myſe f away, and ſunt my- 
alf into an adjacent Room, leaving Madame Oe C — 
to bel e in what Manner the trougut proper. 

That goud Lady was truly cable of the Marques 
Ce'pair ſhe om.t-d r.uthing that we thought 
miglit give hun Conſolation he aſiured him, that 


ſhe M ould continua acquaint Lin with all that paſied 
concerning me; and, at ſaſt, provaiicl fo far as to fond 
him away much leſs affli & ed than he bad tacn. I iden'd 
ali the time, ad partook in all the I raulperts of Gref, 
Love, 
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Love, Deſpair and Hope, that he by turns expreſſed, 
while Madame De G was diſcourſing with him. 

But when he was gone, and I had time to refle& on 
the Haughtineſs I had aſſumed towards him, and the 
Tenderneis and Submiſſion with which he bore it, I 
melted into Tears ; and it ſecmed to me as if my very 
Soul diſſolved. O Love, if thy Votarics are bleſſed 
with Joys, exceeding all that the World without thee 
can beftow, the Pains they feel are not leſs exquiſite, — 
I might conceal the Weakneſs which then overpower'd 
my Reſolution if I pleaſed ; none can pretend to accuſe 
me of what none but myſelf was Witnef: of, but as I be- 
gun theſe Memoirs mcerly for the Service of my own 
Sex, I ought to hide nothing of the Truth, that they 
may be let into the Dangers to which a young Heart 1s 
expcſed, and know at the ſame time the Methods I was 
ſo happy to put in practice for curbing the Impulſe of 
Inclination. A imooth and flattering Sea that hides 
beneath it Rocks and Quick-Sands, on which many are 
caſt away, and which nothing can defend us from, if we 
once truſt ourſelves upon it — the deluding Proſpect muſt 
be ſhun'd we mult turn our Backs upon it—we mult 
not even ſuffer the Idea of it to dwell upon our Minds; 
but take all Oc:afions of employing our Thoughts on 
dificrent Objects. 
As ſoon as Mladame De G had got rid of the 
Nlarquis, ſhe acquaint:d Rer Husband with all that had 
happened: he was alloniſhed, and trouble.l at the e- 
me1ity of the Cheva.icr DEI, and agreed with her, 
thet the removing me from their Toute was abſolutely 
neccſtiry, ———— They conſult! herwecn them on a 
pro; er Perion to entrud me with; ard as conducted 
the tame Night to the Momiltery of caint /— , v.here 
] was received by the Lady Abbels and the Nuns, with 
great Kindneſs and Civility. 

My Mind was too much taken up with this ſudden 


Change of .-ituation for me to have any Appetite to eat, 


ſo denred Permiſſion to go to Bed, and was fl::va to a 
little neat Chamber, where I no ſouner alone than IL 
abandoned myſelf to the differe:.t Puſhuns, which the Ad- 
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ventures of the Day had inſpired ; at length heuv- 
ever they give way to Sleep, if that can be called ſo which 
preſents us even with more terrible Ideas than our wale- 
ing Thoughts can do. Rapes, XIurdeis, all that 
is dreadful to Nature and to Senſe, were continually be- 
fore my Eye — methovght, I faw the Marquis and 
Chevalier engaged with N Fury —— the former 
was overpower'd ——— he fell ——— he died, and 
with his laſt Breath avo! a2, his Tenderne:s for nie 
I horas a Prey to the Conqueror he dragg'd me 
from a Tree where 1 had clunz for Refuge ſcem'd 
to feel his ſavage Graſp, and awolte with Agonies unut- 
cable! 

The Sun was now above the Horizon, and lightned 
my Cell. I caſt a melancholly Look on the Objects that 
ſurrounded me 2 great wooden Cruciſix, a: the Foot 
of which was a Deati's-Read, was placed dire&tly op- 
polite to my Bed——— on tlie right Side of the Roo 
was painted the tremendous judgment-Seat, where all 
the unnumber'd Millions that ever were, or are to be, 
mult appear to receive their irrevecahle Bo m cn 


the left, a Picture of Hell, where all the Torments 07 


the Damned were decypher'd in fo lively a, Manner, 
that I was {truck with Horror, and durit not venture to 
look long upon it. Alas, oy 'a I, how milerav.c is 
Humankind, to have by Nature a Pr. peaſiry to Acticns, 
which mult witaout an nfnity of Nercy bring them, 
ſooner or later, to ſo ſad a Place! This Rellection 
brought me on my Knees, and I prayed with the vtmo!t 
Fervency to the Divine Being, that he would diſpoſe 
my Heart to obey the Dictates of his holy Word, and 
mortify all vain Delires in me. Aſter this, I got into 
my Bed again, and iy Door being ſoon atter opened, 
an old Nun came in, Ave, iaid ſhe in entering, how have 
you paſſed the Night? I fear but indiſferent'y, 
that you are not yet riſen. Madam De G 's in the 
Parlour with our Superi r, and asks to ſee you. Ah, 
my God! cry'd I, with Tranſport, how long has ſhe 
been here ? How does ſhe do ? What does 
he lay ? I asked all theſe Queſlions in a Reva 
ut 
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but ſhe antwer'd to them only by ſaying, Put on your 
Cloaths, and come down, you will iow every thing 
you deſire when you fee her; but, continued the 
very gravely, be ſure not to quit your Chamber, till you 
have paid to Heaven the firſt Duty of the Day 
ſome body ſhall come for you in a Quarter of Hour 
ſhe left me with tlieſe Words, and I jump'd out of Bed, 
ſaying my Prayers, and dreſſing myſelſ at the iame time, 
through Eagerneſs to know what Neu's Madam De G— 
had brought me of the Marquis. So eatly, alas! 
does Devotion yield to Love - I 'oand it imme- 
diately in myſelf, but had the Affurance to argue in this 
Manner. I love God with all my Soul, ſaid J, 
but it cannot ſure be a Fault to give a little of my Af— 
feftions to a Man who has no Defigrs upon me, but ſuch as 
are warrantable by the Laws of Heaven and Firth ——— 
Theſe Reflections were combatted by cthers, which the 
dreadful Pictures before me inſpired, and I cannot ſay, 
whether Heaven or Nature would have got the better; 
for a young and very beautiful Nun came to call me 
down, and hindered me from thinking further. 
Ah! ſaid ſhe, you have been weeping I dare 
engage a Convent has no Charms fer you but 
you are not the only Perſon here to whom ſuch a Liſe is 
diſpleaſing. I looked earneſtly upon her while ſhe was 
ſpeaking, and from that Moment conceive! an AﬀeRicn 
for her, which afterwards ar: ived to all the IIeights of 
Friendſhip. We ſaid no more however at that time to 
each other, but went directly down Stairs. 

The Moment I came into the Parlour, I rin, without 
thinking of any thing elſe, and threw myſe f at the Feet 
of Madam De G Good morrow, my dear 
'Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, but you ſhiould have paid your firit 
Reſpects to your Reverend Superior. She is a good 
Lady, and for my ſake will take a particular Care of 
you you could no where have been ſo well placed 
as with her. I turned myſelf then a little confounded to 
the Abbeſs, and kified her Hand. ————- She em- 
braced me in a very kind Manner, ſaying to me, do not 
weep, for the Tears were then coming into my 2 
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there is nothing ſo dreadful in a monaſtick Life — Cuſ- 
tom will make it ealy to you. She 1s naturally pious, 


reply'd Madam De G „but the very Air of thele 
venerable Walls has ſomewhat in it alarming to a young 
Perſon at firſt ſight ; but there are certain Occaſions 
when ſuch a Retirement from the Worid is neceſlary z 
and ought therefore to he pleaſing ; theſe Words were ac- 
company'd with a Look, which told me ſhe lad ſome- 
thing extcaordinary to acquaint me with, and made me 
very impatient at the Impeitinence that delayed my 
hear ug it. 

Ille Abbeſs after a Fit of coughing, which laſted near 
a Quarter of an Hour, began to entertain her old Friend 
Madam De G————with all the little Animoſities that 
had happen'd in the Convent, ſince the Time they had 
laſt met; and it would have been Matter of Affliction to 
me, had I then had Time to conſider on what lender 
Occaſions, Perſons, who ought by their Proſeſſion, to be 
of a more meek and humble Behaviour, take lalting 
Piques againſt each other, and diiturb the Peace cf a 
Place conſecrated to Acts of Piety and Devotion; but 
my Mind being employed on Things which ſeemed of 
greater Conſequence to myſelf, left me no Leiſure for 
Obſervation on the long Stories, which I was compell'd 
to hear. 

At laſt this Converſation was happily interrupted by 
the coming in of one of the Siilerhood, who whiſpering 
ſomething to the Abbeſs oblig'd her to withdraw, tho? 
not till after making a great many needleſs Apologies to 
Madam De C for being oblig'd to leave her. 

Now, Feanetta, ſaid Madame De G————25 ſoon a, 
we were alone, Ill take this Opportunity of informing 
you, of what you will ſtand in need of all the Aids of 
Religion, Prudence, and Courage to ſuſlain 2 
therefore guard well your Heart against the Aſſaults of 
Paſſion, before I begin the ſhort but tragico] Recital. » 

I fince have often wonder'd that io dredſul a Prelude, 
did not render me uncapable of liftning to what was to 
enlue; but from the Moment I came into the P-rlour, I 
guels'd by the Looks of this d Lady, that the kad no- 
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thing but ill News to tell me, ſo had anticipated her 
Commands, and indeed prepar'd myſelf for the worſt. 
After Madam De had made a little Pauſe, 
as recollecting what ſhe hed to ſay, you had not been 
gone many Minutes, purſued the, when Monſieur Gripart 
(ho had it ſeems been walking in the Park,) came haſ- 
tily into my Chamber, Madam, ſaid he, how have I de- 
ſerved this Ulage ? nad not Chance been more my 
Friend than any I have in this Huuſe, I had been finely 
impoſed upon your 7canetia, your virtuous Villa- 
ger is a fine Creature I perccive l overheard two 
Foctmen talking to each other in your Park, which has 
let me into the whole Secret ſhe has a Lover, 


Madam, a Gallant, and I was to have been the Dupe 


of a Huſband but *tis over now the Griparts 
never were deceived yet, cur Family is ſamous for Pene- 
tration we are not to be drawn in——<— we 
Never Were——D2—D—and I will undertake to {ay we never 
will. 

I cannot here forbear interrupting the Courſe of my 
Memoirs, by giving my Reader an Account of what 
ſoun after betel this 1elf-ſufficient Man; for I thiok not 
right the Hero of my Hiſtory, ſhould be dropt without 
relating his Deltiny. His Prediction in Relation to 
himſelf, proved equally fabulous with moſt other modern 
Prediction Hle was ſome Years after drawn ix, 
and married Madamoiſelle Fanchon De all the 
Wor'd knew her— ſhe had carryed on Intrigues 
in moie Climates than one, and was indeed notorious ; 
yet ſhe had the Addreſs to behave fo in his Preſence, that 
he looked on her as a perfect Pattern of Modelity and 
Virtue, during his Courtſhip ; hut they were no ſooner 
married than ſhe threw off the Maſk at firſt he 
raved, tore his Hair, and turned her out of Doors, but 
as ſhe had been Miſtreſs of Cunning enough to get a Set- 
tlement from him before the Ceremony, he was aſter- 
wards glad to take her again to avoid paying it, and the 
Conduct ſhe continued to preſerve, was ſuch as convinced 


the World, there was a Puſbbility for the Griparts to be 


veccived. 


But 
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But to return to the melancholly Account Madam De 
G————-was giving to me; in ſpite of all J cou! 
ſay to Nionkeur Cyipart, purſued that Lady, either in 
Vindication of your Innocence, or mine of impoſing 
vpon him, he took Leave of me, and went into his 
Chaiſe with the utmoſt ill Humour. My Huſband in 
the mean Time, was arming all the People we had for 
our Defence, in Caſe of an Attack, but theſe Precau- 
tions proved ent rely aſeleſs ; Chance diſpoſed Things o- 
therwiſe than we imagined, and indeed there was no 
foreſceing the Misfortune that happen'd. 

When the Marquis De L - Jeparted, he 
did it with ſo little Caution, in Spite of all J had ſaid 
to him, that the Chevalier D' Ei was immediately 
inform'd of it, on which imagining that under the Pre- 
tence of marrying you to Griart, you were in Reality 
to be given to the Marquis, he flew in Purſuit of him 
Sword in Hand————the Fright he put a poor Shep- 
herd into, was perhaps the Cauſe that on his enquiring 
of him which Way his Rival went, he was directed to 
the Road Monſieur Gripart had taken inſtead of that of 
his Lordſhip. The Speed he made, ſoon brought him and 
his Attendants to the Heels of a Lackey, who was fol- 
lowing the Chaiſe———He began the Tragedy by 
ſhooting this Fellow, and Gripart on the Report of the 
Piſtol looking out of his Chaiſe, and ſuppofing himſelf 
purſued by Robbers, jump'd out with all the Haſte he 
could, and throwing himſelf on his Knees through Fear, 
begg'd they would ſpare his Life and take all he had 
about him but the Chevalier without regarding 
what he ſaid, rode furiouſly over him thinking to find 
the Marquis in the Chaiſe: As ſoon as he was got within 
Reach of it he diſcharged a Piſtol, the Ball paſſing 
through the Leather ſhot the Poſtillion in the Shoulder ; 
dut he was ſtrangely ſurprized when looking in, he found 
himſelf miſtaken, and his Rival eſcaped He turn'd 


back more de{pemte than ever, and the Road being nar- 
row, gallop'd a ſecond Time over the unfortumite Gripart; 
the Moment of 


Vengeance 


but he poiled to his own Ruin 
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Vengeance was at Hand, nor would Heaven any longer 
ſtand unconcern'd at his wicked Attempts. 

The Marquis De J had been pur- 
ſuing his Journey toward his cwn Caſtle, when the 
Sound of the Piſtols reaching his Ears, he turned haſtily 
the Bridle of his Horſe, and flew as directed by the 
Noiſe————O Heavens! cryed he, Fearetta is on the 
Road this may be ſome freſh Enterprize againſt 
her Struck with this Idea, he enter'd full Speed 
the Road I juſt now mentioned, he knew the Chevalier 
too well to be miſtaken in him; and ſeeing an empty 
Chaiſe, Men lying wounded on the Earth, others crying 
out for Help, all conſpired to intimate to him a ſecond 
Rape D' Eliicux had the ſame Opinion of the 
Marquis, and had ſought him with too much Earneſt- 
neſs now to avoid him, they met with equal Rage, but 
the Chevalier's Impatience making him forget that both 
his Piſtols were diſcharged, he attack'd his Rival with 
them unlcaded in his Hand:. Thou ſhalt not ef- 
cape me now, cryed he, pulling the Trigger, Fil make 
thee know a ſecond Time the Chevalier D' Ebieux——— 
the Marquis at the ſame Inſtant gave Fire, and lodged 
the whole Charge in the Body of his Antagoniſt——— 
he fell immediately from his Horſe, and the Marquis a- 
lighting, and preſenting the other Piſtol to his Head 
you are this inſtant dead, ſaid he, if you tell me not 
where you have convey'd Feanetta: I have not ſeen her, 
replyed the late impetuous, but now dejected Chevalier; 
I own that I had form'd a Defign of carrying her away 
this Night, but hearing you were at Madam De G——s, 
and ſuſpecting you intended to ſecure her to yourſelf for 
ever, I left the Place where I had laid conceal'd, and 
came in Purſuit of you are you ſincere, cryed 
the Marquis, fearing to be impoſed upon ? I am, 
replyed his wounded Riva!, you have vanquiſh'd me, and 
may take my Life -! value it not Deſpair 
of being happier, and Remorſe for what I have done, 
render it a Burthen to me allow me but Time to re- 
collect my Offences and implore — EI. 

yes 
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Eyes are now oper l ſee my Faults, and pray 
you to forget 

Hie was able to ipeak no more, Loſs of Blood threw 
him into a Swoon, and the Marquis, whoſe Sentiments 
are truly generous, was touch'd with the utmoit Com- 
paſſion for him; he gave Charge to his Attendants to 
take Care of him, and to bring him to my Houſe, where 
he haltened before to acquaint me with the Hiſtory of 
what had happened-judge my dear, Feanctia, the Grief 
and Confuſion I was in at hearing ſuch dreadſul News. 

Save yourlelf, my Lord, fave yourlelt, cryed I, as 
ſoon as he had done ſpeaking this Accident is of 
the laſt Conſequence, and 1 ſcar will involve us all in a 
Labyrinth, from which we ſhall have Ditticulty enough 
to extricate ourlely2s———Madin, replyed ke, there re- 
quires no more than the plain Truth to teſtify my Inno- 
cence but I tremb'e ſor the adorable Feanetta 
ſhould the Place of her Retreat be known at Court, ſhe 
would doubtleis be confined by a Leitre de Cachet all the 
Days of her Life. 1 am eaſy as to that, ſaid I, the Pre- 
cautions I have taken are ſuch as cannot well fail; there 
is but one Servant, and him I can depend upon, knows 
where ſhe is ſhe paſſes in the Convent for a Neice 
of mine, who has a Deſire of beccming a Nun, and L 
have prevail'd upon her Father and Mother, to fay her 
Daughter has abſented herſelf, and that they are wholly 
ignorant of what is become of her; ſo that whatever Search 
is made, it is next to an Impoſſibility to find her. You 
give me a new Life, Madam, ſaid the Marquis kiſſing 
my Hand ; go, my Lord, interrupted I, every Moment 
is precious — Perhaps they are already in Search of 
you I will not have you ſtay to make me any An- 
ſwer————aAs ſoon as you are ſecure from any Acci- 
dent let me hear from you, and I will inform you of all 
that regards us. 

The Marquis was but juſt gone when the Chevalier 
was brought in, the Motion had brought him to his 
Senſes, but he was unable to ſpeax my Huſband's 
Surgeon (who you know is conltantly with us, on Ac- 
count of the Danger h is in from an ApopleCtic D_ 

ſcarche 
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ſearch'd his Wounds, and finds them very dangerous, yet 
of juch a Nature that there is a Poſſibility ot his Recc- 
very. The Lackey belonging to Monſicur Gripart was 
kili*d, and his Matter is ſo full of Contuſions, beſides ha- 
ving two of his Ribs broke, that *tis expected he will 
not be able to (tir theſe fix Months, and the Poitillion 
is maim'd 'tis fear'd ſorev er: — in fine, my dear 
IJtanetta, my Houſe is become an Hoſpital as we 
are very much beloved among our J enants, we have de- 
fired it may be kept a Secret; and I have not heard it 
has been talk'd ot this Morning; but I expect to have 
Citinal News at my Return. | came hither thus 
early to apprize you, becauſe if the Affair ſhould reach 
tlic Conveat, you may be upon your Guard, and behave 
10 as net to be ſulpecled as the Cauſe of theſe Mictor- 


Lic: —be cateful thereicie I cuarye you to atiect 
an unconcern at whatever is faid——— if you do not, 


you are lolt for ever, and will involve all who love you 
in the lame Perp.exiiy———9See, 7eanztta, ſee puriued 
ſhe, the fad Eitect or your unhappy Charms 
wou'd to God you had been leis beautiful, or that J had 
made uſe cf the Advice given me by Madamoiſelie 
D' Elbicax —————=)V hat an Infinity ot Trouble 1 had 
then ayoiccd. þ 

hefe cutting Words, pronounced by a Mouth ac- 
cuſtumed only to tender Expreſſions, ſtruck me to the 
Heut I was in ſuch a Coniternation that I became 
mcticnleis, ard without Power of Speech my 
Tears as well as Werds were obitrutted in their Paſſage, 
and I ſhou'd have fainted away, had not a Nun who 
came that Moment into the Room ſupported me. It 
was the ſame I mentioned before, whole Beauty and 
S eetneſs of Behaviour had gain'd very much upon me 
at firſt Sight: Ste was now ſentc by the Abbeſs to make 
her Apology to Madam De 6 for not being 
able to return to her. This amiable young Woman was 
touch'd with the greateit Compaſſion to tee me in that 
Condition She took me in her Arms and gave me 
a thouſand Careſſe Madam De G who was 


moved at theſe Marks of Friendſhip trom a Stranger, 
| recommended 
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recomended me to her Care -o not forſake her, 
faid ſhe, I perceive none can be moe proper to conſole 
her than youre ner Father will have her placed 
here in order to take the Vail, and her Kepugnanrce to it 
is the Cauſe of the Trouble you ſee her in————Ah, 
my God!] replied this charming Nun, why will a Parent 
render a Child ſo mijerable————for Heaven's ſake, 
Madam, take pity on her, and fave her from ſo cruel a 
Conſtraint. 1 cannot ſtay now to ſpeak of this Affair, 
replied Madam De G————aflure her when ſhe comes 
to herſelf, that I ſhall always love her as my own Child, 
and that ſhe ſhall very ſhortly hear from me again; with 
theſe Words ſhe departed. | 

My Fainting had not hindred me from hearing all was 
ſaid. But my Protecue's was no fooner gone, than [ 
found myſelf extremely ill, my Griefs finding no Vent 
preyed upon my Vitals, and I felt as if 1 was ſtruck with 
the Hand of Death. 

Take Courage, my lovely Siſter, ſaid the young Saint 
Agnes (for that was the Name of this ſweet-tempered De- 
votee) I ſincerely pity vou Endeavour to ſupport 
yourlelt- I will fet you an Example, and when you 
know the Woes I have undergone, and which are yet far 
from being diſſipated, your own will teem much eaſier to 
be borne ; with this ſhe took me under the Arm and led 
me to my Chamber, where having obliged me to lie 
down, I was a long Time, without being able to ſpeak 
one Word, or teltify any other acknowledgment then 
tenderly preſſing her Hand. She fat down on the Bed - ſide, 
and aſked me how I found myſelf? Alas! cry'd I, half 
drowned in the long ſtifled Lears, I find my ſelf the moſt 
wretched of all created Being. —a cruel Deitiny 
attends all my Action —tthe moſt direful Events 
ſucceed each other in a continual Round, as I were born 
only to ſuffer————Sure never Creature was over- 
whelm'd with ſo many Miſcries. 

Ah, my dear Fearnetia! anſwered ſhe, your Youth 
and Inexperience of the World has not yet made you ac- 
quainted with the Calamities of it Behold in me, 
the moſt unfortunate of Woman Mere your Afflic- 

tions 
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tions even greater than ever had a Name, they cou! 


not be compared to mine ou are at leait at Liberty, 
I drag a double Chain under this Vail I wear a 


Heart pierced with a thouſands Darts the deplo- 
rable Victim of an unaccountable Caprice—————without 
Hope————ithou even a poſſibility of Relief I find 


my elf dome to bear continued Torments, which are 
the more uniupportabie as I am obliged by Honour, 
Decency, and the Intereſt of my Kela ons, © «itic my 
too juit Reientment { have not therte nad cven 
the Comfort of one Friend, to waom Ii. tely vent 
the ſwelling Sorrows which ever and and te rezdy to 
burſt my Boſom you ate the only eon to whom 
I have uter'd any Part of my Complaint———<Cince 
therefore you are of the Number ot the unhappy Ones, 
and ſeemed by Nature pitytul and tender, jet us blend 
our Sufferings————1 will make you my Confidant, do 
me the Flonour to let me be yours we will mutually 
condole each other, aud perhaps be able to find out tome 
Eaſe in the melancholly Employment. Shall it be 
to beautiful Frannetta ? 

Yes, rep'ied I ardently ; how chearing is it in my 
preſent State to find ſuch Compaſſion in a Piuce where [ 
expected nothing but what is diiagreeab'e? Your Aver- 
ſion to a Cloyſter, reſum: d Sairt Agnes, is lo conformabie 
to mine, you merit for that alone to be truited with the 
deareit vecrets of my unhappy Lite 1 will therefore 
make no Scruple to lay my whoie Heart open to you—— 
we have fill an Hour ſecure from interruption, and i am 
more than half perſuaded my Story will be a confidera- 
ble Alleviation to your Sufferings. Findiag me prepared 
to bear ver, ſhe began in this Manner. 
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The Hiſtory of SAINT AGNEs and 
ELICOURT. 


Shall touch but flightly on my Birth, whatever Parti- 

cularities there may be in it, ſaid this beautiful Nun, 
and at preſent ſhall only tell you I am of Pont-a-Monfj+1t 
in the Dukedom of Lerrain, and the Daughter of a 
Man ot the firit Quality, who refided at ſome diſtance 
from that City, but married my Mother thence on account 
of the Charms of her Perſon - She was about twenty- 
ive Years of Age when ſhe brought me into the World, 
and for {ome reaſons which I ſhall acquaint vou with 
hercafter, had concealcd her being with Child, and lay in 
as privately as could be contrived=———[ was no 
ſooner born than committed to the care of a Gardencr 
and his Wife, who lived about fourteen or fifteen Miles off, 
ond patled with every body as their Daughter 
the firit Years of my Life were employed in the meanelt 
Occupations, and ſuch as befitted the Profeſſion of my ſup- 
Poles Parents the ill Humour of my two <iſters, 
as I then thought them, made my Life very unhappy ; 
and the ill Agreement between us made our Parents in 
common Pity to me, ſend me abroad to keep Sheep; the 
crucl Treatmezit I had received at home from thoſe Girls, 
made this M ocation pleaſing to me, and I thank'd Heaven 
for the Change. 

The Lord of the Village in which we lived was called 
Monſicur Mclicourt He was Councellor in the Par- 
liament of M——— «nd came down to his Eſtate al- 
ways in the Time of the Voacation———He had a Son 
who had not entirely finiſtid his Studies, but never fail'd 
to accompany him when he came into the — 

L | his 
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This young Gentlemin was extremely lovely, well 
ſhap'd, had the moſt in chanting Air, and was more re- 
ſerved and grave than is uſually found in Perſons of his 
Sex and Age. Inſtead of ſpending his Tune in Hunting, 
Gaming, Drinking, or any of thoſe Diverſior to which 
moſt too much adict themſelves, he paſſed the greateſt 
Part of it in Reading his chief Recreation conſiſted 
in walking either in the Ficlds or about the Village, after 
the Sun had fo far withdrawn his Beams as not to be of- 
fenfive———few Evenings there were wherein I did not 
meet him, and always with a Book in his Hand ; he 
never paſs'd by me without pulling off his Hat, but 
feem'd inſtigated to that Civility only by tae Complaiſance 
of his "Temper to any of our Sex, for I perceived he did 
it to all he met without making any Diſtinction, or pay- 
ing more Deſerence to me than others. 

But, alas ! it was not ſo to me, I was not then quite 
fourteen, yet I could diſtinguiſh between Men, and when 
I compared him with the reſt of his Sex he appeared to 
me of a ſuperior Specie : I was, however, too young to 
know from what Senſe theſe Idea's proceeded, neither 
indeed did I examine into it———— I bluſhed wherever I 
ſaw him without being able, if I had been asked to ſay 
for what Reaſon, and I caſt down my Eyes whenever we 
met, yet nothing afforded me ſo much Pleaſure as to look 
upon him 1 have a thouſand Times wiſhed for an 
Opportunity to gaze on him without his perceiving I did 
ſo, and was never ſo much troubled as when any Chance 
kept him at home, that 1 miſled the pleaſure of beholding 
him. 

One Day when I had drove my Sheep towards a 
Warren about half a Nlile from Tre/e, for that is the 
Name of our Village, who ſhould I find ſleeping on the 
Graſs at the Foot of a Free but him, whole e 
Image was ever preſent to me how happy did L 
think my ſelf in having ſo far an occaſion of contempla- 
ting him without his ſeeing me————Emboldened by 
that Security I drew nearer——[ was alone he 
aſleep, and at laſt I ventured ſtep by ſtep till I was cloſe 
to hin) yet trembling left he ſhould awake and 

N. . H ſurprize 
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ſurprize me, I ruſtled the Leaves of the Trees with a 
little Stick I had in my Hand, as an Experiment to try if 
his repoſe was ſound, and finding it according to my 
Wiſhes, I ſtoop'd gently down the better to examine his 
Features, than which to me none ever appeared fo 
charming——— but I will give you the Picture as near 
as I can draw it He is of what they call a ſanguine 
Compiection, very clear Skin, large ſparkling Eyes, 
and tho' their Lids were then cloſed were not without 
their Beauties, the dark and ſhining Fringes which 
ſeemed to guard the precious Balls of Sight from any 
Offences by Duſt or other Atoms waſted by the Wind, 
had a peculiar Grace, nor were his fine form'd Eye- 
brows leſs to be admired, his Forehead majeſtick, round 
and ample——— tis Noſe admirably turned, and a 
Mouth round which every Grace inhabited—the Make 
of his Face neither longfnor over ſhort, and of an agrec- 
able Plumpneſs——His Hair of a Cheſnut brown hung 
in great Curls over his Shoulders ——his Shape well pro- 
portioned, and his Limbs a fit Pattern for a Statuary to 
copy after for a perfe&t Model think not, continued 
the lovely Nun, I ſpeak as Paſſion guides theſe leaſt pre- 
poſleſs'd in favour of Melicaurt allow him ſuch as I have 
deſcribed——a Book lay by him on the Graſs, I had 
learned to read, and promoted by Curioſity to ſee what 
had been the Subject of his Meditations made me take it 
and put it in my Pocket—— after this I thought of 
retiring, leſt he ſtould wake and diſcover what I had done, 
but indulging myſelf with one look more before I went, 
a Gnat that Moment happened to ſettle on his Cheek, I 
Rooped again, too much intereſted not to ſtretch out my 
Hand to drive away this poiſonous Inſect, but the Con- 
fuſion this Action threw me in made me execute my 
intent with ſo little caution as to wake him he ſtarted. 
as ſurprized, and ſpoke ſome Words which my Fright 
would not ſuſter me to underſtand———on my endea- 
vouring to run away he catch'd hold of my Petticoat, 
and ſaid with a Smile which added o his Charms, what 
have I done, my pretty Maid, that you ſhould diſturb my 
Slumber— indeed, Sir, anſwered 1 in a faultring 1 wa 
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I beg your Pardon, I had no deſign to hurt you, but 
being in Search of a ſtrayed Sheep, I happened as I 
paſs'd by to ſee a Gnat juit going to ſting you ; and in 
going to bruſh it off was ſo unlucky to awake you, while 

was making aukwardly enough I believe this Apology, 
he looked on me with an Attention that very much 
flattered my Vanity when I left off ſpeaking he 
would have thrown his Arms about my Neck to thank 
me as he ſaid for the good wiil I had ſhewn to him 
Covered with Bluſhes I avoided his Kindneſs and turn'd 
haſtily away, ſweet Creature, cryed he, miſconſtrue not my 
Gratitude, I will be more reſerved, if you do not ap- 
prove the Tranſports your Eyes have kindled in my 
Breaſt you are the firit I aſſure you that has ever 
been able to inſpire me with the Sentiments I now feel— 
good God ! continued he, taking me by the Hand, how 
perfectly beautiful you are I do not deceive you— 
I never ſaid ſo much to any of your Sex before, becauſe 
none but you ever appeared ſo in my Eyes. 

I pretended not to underſtand what he meant, but 
young as I was, I comprehended very well that he 
would have me think he loved me, and that I ought not 
to liſten to any Diſcourſe of that kind ; and notwithſtand- 
ing the Pleaſure it gave me io be near him, I retired 
with an unwilling haſte ; Ah ! dont leave me, cryed he, 
the Sun is. not yet ſet you will not be wanted 
Cruel Creature ! added he, when I was got ſome diſtunce 
from him better for me I had been ſtung by the 
Gnat the Smart would then have ſoon been over, 
but the Wound I have received from you will never be 
healed. | 

By this Time I was come up to my Flock Me- 
licourt followed me at ſome Diſtance, but when I ſaw 
him coming one Way I turned another, under the pre- 
tence of keeping my Sheep together He ſoon pec- 
ceived I was reſolved to give him no farther Opportunity 
of talking to me, and ſtood ſtill, but continued to look 
after me with an Air no leſs expreſſive of his Meaning 
than the beſt choſen Words could have been——withour 
ſeeming to take any notice of him I went back to the 
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Village, but carricd an Impreſſion in my Mind, which 
no Changes of Fortune has ever been able to erace 
O to what Misfortunes does the Heedlefſneſs of Youth 
tranſport us! 

I will not tire you, my dear Feanetta, purſued Saint 
Aonce, with the Ideas that ran through my Mind the 
Night after this firſt Converſation with the Man I had ſo 
long in ſecret admired————you may ſuppoſe they 
were of a mix'd Nature, divided between Hope and Fear, 
and both romantick enough in their Turns ; I will only 
tell you that Melicourt's Diſquiet were not at all inferior 
to mine, as his Actions afterwards ſufficiently evinc'd 
I ſaw him the next Day, and every Day he declared his 
Paſſion for me in the tendereſt Terms, I was prepoſleſſed 
in his Favour, and at length let him know the Influence 
he had gain'!d———the Tranſports he expreſs'd on this 
Confeſſion, were ſuch as would loſe half their Energy in 
being repeated by any other Mouth, and notwithflanding 
the vait Diſparity there then appeared to be between our 
Birth and Fortunes he gave me, the moſt folemn Vows 
never to be but mine—————Ah what flattering Charms 
what gay Delights attend the Infancy of Love! 

how tweet is mutual Affection before embittered 
by any adverſe Paſſions, or cruel Diſappointments ! 
Aeliceurt and I indulged ourſelves for a Time in all the 
innocent Felicity that any Pair enjoyed, without once think- 
ing what was to enſuc the Vacation now expired, he 
was obliged to leave me, and this Separation firſt made 
us ſenſible that the Engagements we had entered into 
muſt infallibly entail on us a Train of Difficulties. 
nothing can be more mournful than our taking leave; 
and tto' he endeavoured to conſole himſelf and me, 
with the Tones of ſeeing each other again, yet I could 
eatily fee how deeply he was afflited, and after he was 
gone, I did nothing for three whole Months but utter my 
Complain:s to my poor Sheep, who were my only Con- 
fi1ients. 

As I was going home one Evening more depreſt with 


the Ar2vith of my Mind, than with the Fatigues my 


Riv had that Day undergone, I met running towards 
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me one of the Daughters of thoſe Perſons who paſs'd for 
my Parents O Mzuetta, ſaid ſhe, for that was the 
Name they call'd me by, I have rare News for you— 
what will you give me to tell ou Somebody is 
come you'll be glad to fee as Melicourt was con- 
tinually in my Head, I bluſh'd thinking ſhe meant that 
Gentleman, and durſt not ask her any Queſtions, 
you have little Curioſity, reſumed ſhe, but indeed you 
have ſeem'd very indifferent of late to every 'Uhing-— 
now if my Mother would not be angry I would not tell 
you at all—but however you muſt come Home this XIi- 
nute, there's a great fine Lady come to our Houſe in 
her own Coach She aſked for my Mother, and 
went into our Chamber with her I could not imagine 
what ſhe wanted, ſo ſtood to liſten it ſeems you are 
not our Siſter, and this Lady ſays you are her Daughter 
Ic, cry'd I aſtoniſh'd, you tell me ſtrange Things 
indeed, and what I do not know how to believe L 
fancy you only want to laugh at me we were ar- 
guing in this ruſtick Manner, when the other © inter came 
quite out of Breath with running why dont you 
come Minetta ſaid ſhe———you ſha)! make ſuch fine 
Folks wait for you indeed pray go home, an 
_ me to watch the Sheep, my Mother charged me to 

o fo. 

I began to think there mult be really ſomething in all 
this, and went with her that came firſt ; I was ſcarce got 
in when ſhe I took for my Mother puli'd off my Hand- 
kerchief and ſhewed a Mark I have on my Neck to a 
very graceſul Lady, whom I found fitting in the Room. 

"Tis ſhe I know, ſaid ſhe, not that 1 ſhould have 
doubted it without this Teſtimony her Face is ſuſſi- 
cient then turning to me in a very gracious Man- 
ner, will you come and live with me ? purtued ſhe, 
your Muther here has promiſed me you ſhall I aſſue 
you that you ſhall be well taken care of; and as ſhe has 
jevera! Children and is not very rich it will be an 
Eaſe to ler. Your Ladyſhip is mighty good, replicd 
my ſuppoſed Mother, I'll anſwer for Minetta ſhe wil 
be proud to attend your Ladyſliip, ſhe is a very good 
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Girl and tractable enough; but your Ladyſhip muſt 
excuſe her if ſhe behaves at firſt after a plain Manner, 
ſhe has not been accuſtomed to Gentry. 

The Lady after this whiſper'd ſomething to her, and 

T was ordered to go and put on my belt Gown ; I 
obey'd, but was quite dejected in my Mind, as not 
able to reconcile what the Girl had told me with what 
I had juſt now heard from the Lady's own Mouth; to 
add to this the Uncertainty where I was going, and the 
Fears I ſhould not be able to acquaint my dear Melicourt 

where he might ſee me, made me put on my Clothes 
with a very ill Will. However I was at lat ready, and 
re-entred the Chamber where they expected me, with 
down caſt Eves————the little Concern which I Hero 
to coriceal but could not, was conſtrued to my Advan- 
tage, the Lady taking it as the Effects of Tenderneſs and 
Duty to thoſe whom I imagin'd my Parents; and indeed 
I lov'd with very great Affection thoſe I was going to 
quit, and as I believe our Grief was mutual at Parting, 
it was a moving Sight. 


When I was on the Road and alone in the Coach with 


this ſtrange Lady, what the Gardener's Daughter had 


ſid again came into my Head, but it ſeemed all a Myſtery 
to me; if this were really my Mother, cry*'d I to my- 
ſelf, what ſhould hinder her, now no Witneſſes are pre- 
ſent from embracing me, and acknowledging me as her 
Child ? I found ſhe was — penſive, and 
as ſhe did not ſpeak one Word to me, durſt not take 
the Liberty of opening my Lips to her——— both of 
us obſerved a profound Silence for 

Journey, and had perhaps continued in it longer, if a 
Gentleman on Horſeback had not rode up to the Coach 
fide, and accoſted the Lady with a Familiarity, which 
ſhewed he muſt either be a Relation or a very intimate 
Friend he looked very ſtedfaſty on me, aſked ſe · 


veral Queſtions co 1cerning me, and often ſaid J was very 
pretty. 

At laſt we arrived at a magnificent Caſtle, where the 
Lady and Gentleman made me enter with them into an 
Apartment. which as I had never befare ſeen any 2 


about ſix Miles of our 
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like it dazzied my Eyes !———the Furniture was indeed 
rich, gorgeous, and well fancied cou d eafily 
perceive they were expected to ſup there, for t e Table 
was already covered, the Side boar let out, and every 
Th: prep: re I hid un ou: ver brought me to 
the -«©-f1de, nere the Lady hau made me fit 

bocu the and the Gentieman had often their yes fixed 
on me, ond ig ſpi of my i ward Diſquiets, on the ac- 
count int. nd my Confuſion at ſo ſudden a 
Chun 4 ortune, I felt + ſecret ſomething within me 
Whic:: cirbolducd me to look on them in my Furn 
the Lady, cryed out ſeveral Times, this Girl wont ap- 
pear wokwar:! when ſhe comes to be dreſt the 
Gentleman ſeemed eatirely of her Opinion he 
made inc turn about————amined my Shape, my 
Hands and Arms, and was for ſeeing the Mark upon my 
Breaſt ; but my Modeſty would not ſuffer that, till the 
Lady told me I might permit this Perſon the Satisfaction 
of his Curioſity, tho* I could not be too reſerved to all 
others of that Sex. 

He had no ſooner beheld this Mark than he appeared 
highly ſatisfy'd, and embraced me with an extraordinary 
Tenderneſs, but I was in ſuch a Conſternation at all 
theſe Things, that I could not eat ; they preſſed me very 
much however, and when they thought I had ſupp'd, a 
Chamber-maid, who they called Madamoiſelle Bretigay. 
was ordered to put me to Bed in a Chamber before pre- 
pared for me, and which was ſeparated from the Room 
_ were in only by a Wainſcot Partition and Glaſs 

r 


This Woman undreſt me from Head to Foot, and 
while ſhe was doing ſo gave me a thouſand Carreſſes. 


then having put me to Bed, drew the Curtains round me 


and retired, wiſhing me a good Repoſe. 
The Occurrences of this Day were too particular and 


ſurprizing to me, for me to have any Sleep in my Eyes 


there were ſome Things in the Behaviour of 
this Gentleman and Lady to me, that ſcemed to render 
Probable what the Gardener*s Daughter had ſaid to me, 
and others again that utterly deſtroyed it 
H 4 Curioſity 
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Luriohty to be fatisfied in this Point was ſo great, that 
I reſolved to neglect no Opportunity of coming at the 
Irutii : Accordingly I got ſoftly out of Bed and crept to 
the Glaſs Door, ard litting up the Corner of a little 
Taffety Curtain that hung before it on the Inſide, I could 
ſee all over the Room, the Lady and Gentleman were 
ſtill fitting at the Table, and Nladamoiſelle Bretizvy, 
wo ] perceived was the Confident in all this Myſtery, 
had taken my Place by the Fire ſide; they were carneſt 
in Lifcour.e, but fpoke fo low, that I could not under 
fand ore Word tlhiey ſaid for a good While, and I was 
about to return to Bed hopeleſs of ſucceeding in my At- 
tempt, hen contrary to my Expectation the Lady raiſed 
her Voice, and ſpolze with gieat Emotian in this 
Manner. 


What Hazard do we run, cryed ſhe, what Prejudice 


can it be to either of our Reputations ſor People to be 
told the Truth every Body knows ycu had the 
Misfortune to kill Monſieur the Count de D in 
a Duel, that ycu wee baniſh'd for it, and e hen it 
comes to be revealed, that inſtead of being in the Iſland 
where it was given out you had retired, you Liy con- 
cea led near your own Houie, none can impute it to you 
as a Crime the having concealed my Pregnancy, 
any the Birch of this Giri, will then be known to be only 


to f.vour your ſuppoſed Abſence———— and ſince that 


unhappy Aﬀ.ir is now at an End, let us no longer keep 
the poor Child in Ignorance of her Birth. 

lets me, cryed my Father, for I could now no longer 
doubt it it was he, how much do you ſuffer your Tender- 
neis for your Child to overpower your Judgment, and 
ſtifle all other Contiderations! Can you be ſo forget- 
ful or blind to the Vexations ſuch a Diſcovery would 
bring upon us all is not your eldeſt Daughter, 
married to one of the molt ſelf-intereſted Nen on Earth 

hat will he ſay wh-n you tell him this Adven- 
ture, and the Birth of Miucita? Will he not 


look on it as a Fiction; and on her, as a {uppoſitious 
Child, only brought in to rob him of his Expectations, 
and be a joint Heireſs with his Wike ?—— He'll certainly 

proſecute 
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proſecute you, and not only ſo ; but the Court will be 
appriz'd of my Diſobed:cnce to the Royal Mandate 
you know very well that the Family of the Count De 
D was prevail'd upon to ſtop Proceedings againſt 
me on Condition, that I deparied the Kingdom ; the 
contrary of which muſt be prov'd, if you prove Minctia 
your Child and lawfully begotten, ſo of Conlequence I 
ſhall be rendred liable to a freſh Indictment. The 
repealing my Sentence of Baniſhment, which has been 
ſo difficult to procure, will be invalid when once it comes 
to be known, that I have not fulſill'd the Conditions im- 
pos'd on me, by the Order of the King. Reflect 
therefore, my Drar, continu'd he, that in owning Minetta 
for your Daughter, ycu run the Riſque of your Huſ- 
band, and, perhaps, too without any Advantage to the 
Girl; for your *on-in-Law would without doubt oppole 
a] you can do in this Affair. —Theſe are my Rea- 
ſuns, added he, if you have any better to offer, let me 
know them, and I ſhall be convinced. 

Then, ſaid my Mother, this poor Child, who is your 
lawful Daughter, muſt be depriv'd for ever of what 
is her Right, and paſs her whole Life in Ignorance of 
ker Birth, and real Parents. 

I acknowledge, reply'd my Father, that her Caſe is 
extremely hard ; but as ſhe knows it not will feel nothing 
of the Diſquiet, which otherwiſe would naturally attend 


being cut off from what ſhe was born to, and, indeed, 


leems to merit. But Times, perhaps, may change, 
and ſome Accident happen in her Favour, to reader the 
Diſcovery you deſire both ſafe for me, and prudent fr. 
yoarlelf ; but at preſent there is no Poſſibility of recon- 
ling all theſe things. 

Jam very much miſtaken, interrupted Rladamoiſelle 
Breiizny, who having never been a Mother, knew not 
a Mother's 'Ferdern<cls, if there is not a way to ſolve theſe 
Difficulties, aud make you all equally ca lade- 
moiſelle Minetta is young he kaows not of how 
great a Deſcent ſhe is, or if ſhe did, could make no Ob- 
ection to this Fropoſal: It is, continu'd ſhe, to put her 
mmediately into a Convent, and when her time of Pro- 
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bation is expir'd, make her take the Veil after 
which you may if you pleaſe acquaint her with her 
Birth, and give and receive thoſe Froofs of Tenderneſs 
which the near Relation between you demand: Mon- 
heur your Son-in-Law can then take no Offence, and 
the young Lady have no Cauſe of Complaint. 

This Advice of yours Bretigm, reply'd my Mother, 
ſeems founded equally on Reaſon and Good-na.ure 
we muſt conſider on it my Father, ſaid nothing; 
but teſtified by his Looks that it was not diſagreeable to 
him, they talk'd ſome time longer cn this Head ; but 
having acquainted you with the material Part of their 
Diſcourſe, *twould be needleſs to trouble you with Re- 

tions. 

Early the next Morning, Mademoiſelle Bretigay came 
to call me up : She try'd upon me ſeveral Suits of Cloaths 
which had been my Siſter's, and dreſſing me in that which 
ſhe found fitted me beſt, I found nothing wanting about 
me becoming a Girl of Condition. 

As ſoon 1 was ready ſhe conducted me into my Mo- 
ther's Chamber, who being in Bed call'd me to fit down 
by her. Minetta, ſaid ſhe, liſten with Attention to 
what I am going to ſay to you your Mother 
was formerly my Servant, I have always had a great 
regard for her, and promis'd to take care of one of her 
Daughter's; as your Countenance pleas'd me beſt, I 
made Choice of you, and defign to put you into a Mo- 
naſtery for Education you are of an Age to be 
ſenſible of the Gratitude you owe me, and I expect you 
will ſhew it, by punctually obſerving the Directions I 
ſhall give you.——If they know you are born a Peaſant, 
they would not ſhew you that due Regard I would wiſh 
you ſhould be treated with; and if in Proceſs of time, 
you ſhould have an Inclination to devote yourſelf wholly 
to Heaven, and abandon the World, you would not be 

itted to take Orders on Accouni of your mean Birth; 
therefore I am determined from this Moment to make 
you paſs for a Neice of mine juſt come from Provence : 
J have order'd Bretigny to inſtruct you farther on this 
Aſtair, and alſo to carry you to M- this Day, where every 


thing 
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thing proper for a Perſon ſo nearly allied to me, as I 
would have you believ'd to be, ſhall be bought for you 
then you ſhall return to me, and tarry till your Ruſticity 1s 
entirely worn off, to the End you may not diſgrace the 
Name you are to bear when you go to the Convent. 
While my Mother was thus ſpeaking, I look'd ear- 
neſtly upon her I felt within myſelf a Love for 
her, and a Propenſity to obey her, more than ever I had 
known for her who had brought me up, and whom till 
now, I imagin'd demanded all the Duty I could pay. 
How ſtrong is Nature, and how weak is Policy 
when in Competition with it.—I burſt out into Tears 


of Affection, my Mother with Difficulty reſtrain'd hers - 


from falling; ſhe gave me the moſt ſtrenuous Embraces : 
I know not as we were alone, but all might have been 
explain'd, had not Bretigny, who had left the Room to 
uu ſome neceſſary Directions, re- enter'd it and 
ound us in this tender Situation. Ah! Madam! 
cry'd ſhe, with a very expreſſive Took, what are you 
e e wants here only the Preſence of my 
Lord. Take her away Bretigny, cry'd my Mother, wi- 
ping her Eyes, I can hold no longer ——— theſe Words 
made my Tears flow faſter ; but I began to prove myſelf 
a Daughter by my Obedience, and Bret:igny led me 
down Stairs, where the Chariot being ready, we went 
directly into it. 

All this Woman could ſay, had not the power of get- 
ting one Word in anſwer from me, neither could ] be 
prevail'd on, to eat when we were got into the Cabera, 
ſo great were the Agitations of my Mind !——the ſame 
Night e reach'd M———and the firſt thing ſhe did, 
was to ſend for ſeveral Tradeſmen to beſpgeak every 
thing for me, proper for 1ay Condition, which they pre- 
mis'd ſhould be all got ready in two Days. 

The next Day, having a great deal of Buſineſs in the 
City ſhe went out, and ſhut me into my Chamber, tak- 
ing the Key with her. I fat down at the Window 
meditating on all the things which in ſo ſhort a Time 
had befallen me; Melicourt was ſtill uppermoſt in my 
Thoughts, I call'd to remembrance all the tender Pall, 
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ges of our Love from the beginning of our Acquaintance tv 
the time of his Departure; and was halt lolt in Thought, 
when all on a ſudden I caſt my Eyes on a young Gen- 
tleman going through the St: cet, on the other fide of the 
way | imagin'd I knew his Air, and putting my 
Head out of the Caſement, found it was Aeliceurt him- 
ſelf the Tranſport I was in at ſeeing him, made 
me clap my Hands together, and ſend forth a Cry——- 
on which he lifted up his Eyes, and in ſpite of the Al- 
teration was in me by the Change of Dreſs, immediate- 
ly knew me! O!]! Heaven! cry'd he, tis Minetta, he 
ſpoke no more, but flew into the Houſe, and in an In- 
ſtant was at my Chamber-door. Minctta, Miretta, 
ſaid he, endeayouring to open the Door; will you not ad- 
mit your ever faithful Melicourt? What a Bleſ- 
ſing is it to find you here have you taken this 
gory to ſeek me how happens it you are no 
onger a Shepherdeſs ? Open the Door, if it be 
true you love me, diſtrat me not with this Delay 
all this was ſaid in a manner at once, at leaſt fo faſt, 
that I had not time to make any Aniwer ; but was all 
the while fumbling with the Lock on the Infide, as he 
was on the Outlide——— at laſt finding all my Efforts, 
as well as his were vain, I told him that I had a thou- 
ſand things to ſay to him a thouſand to re- 
veal ; but could not do it thus ſhut in, becauſe we might 
be overheard by ſpeal:ing through the Door. But, 
he preſs'd to know wherefore I was thus made a Priſoner ; 
but as I could not ſatisfy his Curiofity, without entring 
into a Detail of the whole Affair, I adviſed him to ſtay 
in the Houſe, which as it was an Inn he might do with- 
out Suipicion, and told him that when Brerigny return'd, 
I would find an Opportunity to get !oole and talk to 
him: On thi: he reti:'d, and aſſur'd me that in ſpite of 
his Studies to which he was {till unhappily confin'd, he 
would not go out of the Houle till he had entertain'd me 
with his Vows of Conſtanc) ——— we agreed upon a 
Signal, and he went down and order'd a Breakfalt be- 
low Stairs, 
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A Moment longer and Mademoiſelle Bretigry had 
ſurpriz'd us in this Poſition: The Pleaſure which the 
knowledge of ſeeing my Lover had inſpir'd me with, 
ſpread itielf over my Face, and made me look quite dif- 
rent, from what I was when ſhe left me. She eaſily 
perceiv*d the Alteration, and taking me in her Arms, 
cry'd, now I love to fee you you look a thou- 
ſand times handſomer than you did Veſterday 
There is a ſweet Serenity in your Countenance, that 
makes me hope you are not diſſatisfied with the Favours 
Madam De heaps upon you. I anſwer'd to this 
Diſcourſe in a Faſhion that pleas'd her very well, and 
our Converſation afterwards was of the ſame Piece; for 
when the Heart is ſatisfied, it influences all the Facul- 
ties. 
The chearful Temper I was in, contributed very 
much to my Deſigns, tho' I did not put it on with that 


View; for ſeeming perfectly contented, and ſauntring, 


about, as if I did not know what to do with myſelf, ſhe 
had no longer any Guard upon me, and being charg'd 
with many Commiſſions, belides thoſe relating to me, 
ſhe went out again, without locking me up as ſhe had 
done before. She was no ſooner gone, than I gave 
the appointed Signal to Me/icourt, who immediately ap- 
pear'd at the Bottom of the Staircaſe, I pointed with 
my Finger to a Room, the Door of which was open, 
” went into it, and I immediately ran down and join'd 
im. 

I doubt, dear Feanetta, continu'd the charming Nun, 
fixing her Fyes upon me, that I ſhall give you an ill 
Opinion of my Prudence in this Affair, and that the 
Steps I then took, will ſeem too inconſiſtent with that 
ſtrict Reſerve our Sex ought to obſerve; but my Youth 
and want of Education, F hope will in part excuſe me. 

I thought there could be no harm in this Meet- 
ing ; nor, indeed, was there as it happen'd, with one as 
little experienc'd in the Artifices of his Sex, as I in mine. 
As ſoon as he ſaw me, he threw himſelf at my 
neither of us were able to ſpeak for ſome Mo- 
Joy and Aſtoniſhment depriv'd us mutual- 
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ly of Words; but when we did it was in the moſt ſoſt 
and endearing Term: an Account of all that had 
happen'd to me, my Birth, the ſecret Reaſons 
that induced my Parents to act as they did no- 
thing was forgot I lov'd too well to conceal any 
thing from my dear Shepherd, for by that Title he af- 
ſected to call himſelf, in Complaiſance to me, in our 
firſt Days of Courtſhip. 

The Change of your Fortune, my lovely Minetta, 
anſwer'd he, augments not the Eſteem I had for you, 
when I believ'd you no more than the Daughter of a 
poor Gardener ;—<LI__—but it rather mortifies me, in 
taking from me the Means of giving you the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial Proof in the power of Man to do, of my diſin- 
tereited Affection—it was {ſweet to me to think, I ſhould 
one Day make my Shepherdeſs's Fortune, and ſhew the 
charming Maid, I lov'd her for her own fake alone—and 
can I, may I now depend that after the Knowledge of 
your Birth, you will continue to love your Shepherd ? 
I affur'd him of my everlaſting Tenderneſs in 
the beſt manner I was able, and the Paſhon that dictated 
my Words is ſeldom without Eloquence. 

I had not yet told him the Deſign my Parents had of 
ſecluding me for Life ; but when at laſt the fatal Secret 
came out, never did Deſpair arrive at a higher Pitch 
he rav'd, tore his Hair, and curs'd his Deſtiny, which 
by not making him Maſter of himſelf, permitted him 
not the power of breaking all the Meaſures concerted on 
this Score. And will you conſent to it, cry'd he? 
will you reſolve to be torn for ever from me? 
Are you willing to hazard nothing for a Man 
who adores you to Diſtraction; who cannot live without 
you, and who vows to be no more, when he no more 
can hope to be happy in your Society ? 

Alas! reply'd I, what can I do? young, unexperi- 
enced, friendleſs, oblig'd to a blind Obedience, and de- 
pendant even for the Bread I eat—— my Tears and 
Griefs are all I can oppoſe, and what will thoſe avail ? 
We were in this melancholly Converſation, when I heard 
Mademoiſelle Bretigny's Voice; I had therefore only 

time 
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time to preſs his Hand, and ran up Stairs. She ſaw I 
had been weeping and began to chide, telling me I 
ſhould be left no more alone; but come, continu'd ſhe, 
let me hear how you can read, I'll give you a Book will 
help to paſs the time agreeably, with theſe Words, ſhe 
put the Lives of the Saints into my Hand, and I open- 
ing it happen'd on that Part, where Sz. Agnes pour'd forth 
her devout Soul, I read it aloud to her; but as where 
the Heart is ſtrongly affected one is apt to apply every 
thing to our own Caſe———the very Ejaculations of that 
Holy Maid, ſeem'd to me what I had reaſon to ſay on 
my unhappy Love. I hope, Heaven, will forgive 
the Prophanation I was guilty of, I have ſeverely puniſh'd 
myſelf for it, fince I came within theſe Walls, and it 
was only Ignorance and Prepoſſeſſion made me Criminal. 

The good Bretigny, however, interpreted the Concern I 
teſtified while reading, merely to my Piety, and ex- 
preſs'd a great Satisfaction, in finding, as ſhe ſaid, that 
I had ſo true a Notion of Spiritual Things——— after 
this ſhe run into a long Exhortation, not to regard the 
Pleaſures, or rather the Follies of the World; and gave 
ſuch extravgant Praiſes to a Monaſtick Life, that I ea- 
fily perceiv'd, ſhe had Inſtructions to prepare me as 
much as poſſible to approve it. 

When ſhe had ended her Sermon we went to Supper, 
and I waited for the Hour of going to Bed with Impa- 
tience, that I might recolle& all that Melicourt had ſaid 
to me: The more I thought on him, the more my Aver- 
fon for a Cloyſter encreas'd————1 repin'd that things 
happer.'d ſo averſe to all that could make me eaſy—had 
I never been taken from my ſuppos'd Parents, ſaid I to 
myſelf, I might one Day have been happy Melicourt had 
made me ſfo———r had not ſuch croſs Accidents in- 
terven'd thoſe who reaily gave me Being, would not 
have made me wretched, by thruſting me as it were out 
of the World, and burying me while I am yet alive. 
—————5$trange that I ſhould ſuffer for Actions commit- 
ted by my Father, before I had any Exiltence——yet 
ſuch is my deplorable and cruel Lot. The Sum of all this 
| Reaſoning, was that I ardently wiſh'd to be the Wife of 

| Melicourt ; 
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Melicourt ; and to be depriv'd for ever of that Hope, was 
what made a monaſtic Life ſo terrible to me. I treely 
conſeſs my Frailty in this Particular, my dear Feanetta, 
nor, indeed, ouglit a Perſon of our Profeſſion to diſguiſe 
any thing. | 

The next Day my Cloaths were brought, and I found 
my ſelf ſo different from what I was, that I ſeem'd ano- 
ther Cicature ; I will not tell you but the Looking- 
Glaſs in ſome Meaſure alleviated the Griefs which had 
the Night before tormented me; Youth and Vanity made 
me take Pleaſure in contemplating an agreeable Object, 
ſuch as I then appear'd in my own Eyes; and the Va- 
riety of Habits, of Ribbons, of Artificial Flowers, of 
Feathers, and other gay Trifles, for which our Country 
is ſo famous for inventing gave me an Amuſement, 
which for a time render'd Meliceurt and my own Circum- 
ſtances leſs remember'd. Nor till I came into the Chariot, 
and was leaving A/——, did tie not ſeeing him before 
my Departure, gave me thoſe Agonies which might have 
been expected from the Love I really had for him; but 
when I had turn'd my Back upon that City, and re- 
member'd I had left him there, without knowing when, 
or whether ever I ſhould ſce him more, my Tenderneis 
reſum'd its former Empire o'er my Mind; and I ſhould 
not have forborn teitifying my Anxiety by ſome Ex- 
travagance or other, had I not found ſome Relief from 
that Pride, which the Knowledge I was not inferior to 
him now inſpir'd were his Love for me equal to 
his Profeſſions, ſaid I to my ſelf, he might have contriv'd 
ſome Means of ſeeing me if no Opportunity could 
have been found for ſpeaking to me, he might at leait 
have ſhewed himſelf to me in the Yard of the Cabera ; 
he might eaſily have flood unheeded by all but me, 
and bid me Farewel with his Eyes at leaſt. I now 
was piqued I re!ented as I thought became my Fa- 
thers Daughter the Slight he put upon me and 


condemn'd myſelf for having behav'd to him with fo 
little Reſerve. , 
Theſe Reflections accompanied me for about three or 
four Miles of our Journey, and had, perhaps, continued 
longer, 
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longer, if Mademoiſelle Bretiguy had not rouz d me 
from them, by making me take Notice of a Pilgrim, 
who walk'd by the fide of the Chaiſe. Look, Ma- 
demgiſelle Ainctta, ſaid ſhe to me, on that poor 
young Mar is it not pity to ſee him travel thus 
bare-toot through this miry Way ? His Face has 
ſomewhat in it infinitely agreeable, and who knows but 
his Soul may be yet more worthy Regard how 
ſevere is Fortune how unjuit——can there be a 
greater Proof of it than for a Perſon of his Age aid 
graceful Appearance to undergo ſuch Hardſhips ; while 
othe”:, who perhaps have not half his Merit, indulge 
in al e Exceſles of Eaſe and Plenty. This Diſcourte 
made me turn my Eyes on him, that had occaſion'd it; 
but low great was my Surprize, when her Words mak- 
ing me conſider him attentively, I found it was no other 
than the faithful Melicourt, that Lover whom my Sul- 
picions even had wrong'd at the very time he was giving 
me ſo painful a Proof of his Affection. 

It was happy for me, that Breligiy, through an extra- 
ordinary liking ſhe took to this young Man, had that 
Moment put her Head out of the Chariot to invite him 
to eaſe his Feet by getting up behind it; ſhe could not 
elſe have avoided ſeeing the Change of my Countenance : 
My Eyes met thoſe of Melicaurt, I bluſh'd and caſt them 
down ; but my Heart rejoiced in ſecret, and tho' I pi- 
tied his Fatigue, was highly delighted to behold with 
what Satisfaction in his Countenance he ſeem'd to bear 


It. 

The Civility with which Mademoiſelle Bretigny treated 
him, encourag'd him to enter into Converſation with 
her, he told her he was returning from a Pilgrimage, 
and that he was more than two hundred Leagues from 
Home———ſe made the Sign of the Croſs, and, 
ſaid he ought to take ſome Repoſe before he continu'd 
to proſecute ſo long a Journey. Melicoart perceiv'd he 
was very much in the good Graces of this Woman, and 
having learn'd from our Poſtilion with whom he had been 
talking, that ſhe rul'd every thing in the Family where 
I was, thought he could not any way ſo well 8 

| war 


me at laſt interrupt this delightful Courſe. 
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ward his Deſigns, as by getting her into his Intereſt 
to heighcen her good Opinion, therefore of 
him, he told her abundance of extraordinary Stories; 
ſane of which, perhaps, he had heard, and others that 
he invented to amuſe and pleaſe her his Plot ſo 
far ſucceeded ; for ſhe appear'd perfectly enchanted with 
him he entertain'd her in this manner, till we came 
to the Place where we were to dine — ſhe made him ſit 
down atTable with us,telling me I muſt never behave with 
any Haughtineſs to the Poor, eſpecially, if they were 
Religious; and that we were oblig'd to do all we could 
to aſſiſt them at all times; but more particularly on the 
Road ſhe need not have made half thoſe Apolo- 
gies if ſhe had known all; but I agreed to what ſhe ſaid 


with a Cheartalneſs, which gave her a high Opinion of 


my Piety and Humility. 
If ever you experienc'd the Force of Love, purſued 
the ſweet Saint Agnes, tis eaſy for you to imagine the 


Pleaſure, I felt in the Enjoyment of his Company who 


was ſo dear to me, and had given me ſuch undeniable 
Marks of his Conſtancy and Tenderneſs. I will 
own to you that I was all Rapture————that every 
Care was lull'd to reſt, and I gave my whole Soul to 
Love and Joy 
enced Lover never behav'd with greater Caution and Ad- 
dreſs the Satisfaction he took in being ſo near 
me, he ſo well diſguis'd under a ſhew of Gratitude to 
Mademoiſelle Bretigny, for the Favours ſhe did him; 
that but for the Fears of being too particular, I believe 
ſhe would have incommoded herſelf, to have given him 
a Place with us in the Charict. 
While ſhe went down to defray the Expence of our 
eating, my lovely Pilgrim took the Opportunity to ex- 
preſs himſelf to me in the moſt paſſionate manner 
he threw himſelf at my Feet, he kiſs'd my Hands 
he vow'd eternal Conſtancy loſt in the pleaſing 
Dream, I return'd his Tranſports ; but the cruel Re 
membrance of the Fate to which I was decreed, made 
Ah! 
Melicourt, what does all our mutual Tenderneſs _ 
id 


as for his Part, the moſt experi- 
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ſaid I, we muſt part, and ſince it muſt be ſo, why ſhould 
we by any Proofs, how truly dear we are to each other, 
render an eternal Separation more grievous to be borne ? 
——it is not better we ſhould now take the final Farewel ? 
How, Minctta, ctyed he haſtily, can you reſolve 
my Death ? Do you not know that my Life is attached 
io the Joy of ſeeing you — Alas! you know not what 
it is to love like me, or you would neither be able to 
give, nor take ſuch Advice. 

Troubled as I was to ſee him in this Situation, my 
Reaſon came to my Aſſiſtance, dry up your Tears, ſaid 
I, endeavouring to reſtrain my own Tis but too 
true, I love you, and with a Paſſion which never can be 
out- done, but as we cannot hope, ſince there remains 
no Proſpect of ever being united, what can this Love 
produce but Miſery and Deſpair! 'Too ready are you, 
reſumed he, to plunge me into it who knows what 
unexpected Turns may arrive to render us more fortunate 
many Things are in the Seeds of Time, impoſſible 
for us to forſee, and if we continue to Love and to ſee 
each other, who knows but ſomething may fall out to 
make us happy, no leſs ſtrange than the Circumſtances, 
which now make us miſerable. 

How eaſily are we flattered into a Belief of what we 
ardently wiſh—————I thought there was Reaſon in 
what my Lover urged, and conſented he ſhould take all 
Meaſures, conſiſtent with Prudence, for our continuing a 
Converſation with each other ; one of the moſt —_— 
was his endeavouring to improve the Opinion Ma- 
damoiſelle Bretigny had of him; we 2 agreed he 
ſhould ſeem entirely devoted to her, and as he was deter- 
mined to remain near the Place to which we were going, 
under the pretence of viſiting her, we might frequently 
meet without Suſpicion. 

The Return of this Woman put an End to our Diſ- 
courſe, and ſhe having order'd the Poſtilion to make an 
eaſy Seat, for the Pilgrim behind the Chariot, we all took 
our Piaces, nor ſtopped any more till we came to a Caſtle 
much finer than the other, to which I was firſt carried— 
this, as I afterward heard, was the Place vow my 
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Father uſually dwelt, the other being one, where he had 
been only conceal'd during the Time of his Baniſhment ; 
my Mother received me with a great deal of Teuderneſs, 
and according to her Commands, and the Inſtructions 
Bretigny had given me, I paſs'd for her Neice, tho' with 
an Infinity of Conſtraint”; nothing I think being more dif- 
hcult or uneaſy than to pretend to be what one really 
1s not, 

No Age, no Degree, no Humour is exempt from the 
Power of Love Madamoitelle Bretigny was a Proof 
of it She was not leſs than five 2nd fifty Years 
old She had ſaved Money in the Service of my 
Mother and Grand mother and the Infidelity of 
ſeveral Lovers in her Youth, had made her for a long 
Time reſolved never to think of Marriage ; ſhe could 
not however reſiſt the Charms of Melicourt, all the Ten · 
derneſs of fifteen return d ſhe fight d ſhe 
languiſh'd————ſhe wiſt'd nothing ſo much as to in- 
ſpire him with the ſame Deſires, and had ſtill Vanity 
enough to flatter herſelf with the Hope of doing ſo 
her I houghts were wholly beat on making his Fortune 
Gratitude in a generous Mind ſhe knew would be one 
great Step to compaſſing her Point; and having had a 
long Converſation with him after ſhe came out of the 
Chariot, and finding he was a Man qualified to look after 
the Affairs of a Family, ſhe promiſed to procure him the 
Stewardſhip of the Caſtle ; but as there was a Perſon in 
that Office, ſhe told him he muſt be content for a little 
Time to a& under him, who by Reaſon of his great Age 
and Infirmities could not hold it long Melicourt 
propoſed too much Satisfaction to himſelf, in being under 
the ſame Roof with me, not to accept joyfully this Offer, 
and as I find 'tis eaſy for Men to counterfeit Tenderneſs, 
whenever they find it agreeable to their Deſigns, he fo 
well acted the Part of a Lover, that ſhe imagined herſelf 
perfectly happy, and reſolved to make him ſo by giviig 
him her Perſon and Fortune. 

Three Weeks paſt over ſince my coming to the Caſtle, 
all which Time I was continually receiving Leſſons for 
E:y Behaviour, when I ſhould be {cnt to the 3 

Whic 
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which was intended as ſoon as my Father, who was then 
at Fountainbleau thould return Melicourt had fre- 
quent Opportunities of talking to me, and we bewail'd 
together the Fate which threatened us with an eternal 
Separation; it was in one of thele tender Converſations, 
that he faid to me, dear Anetta, I adore you, I am 
certain you have not the leaſt Reaſon to doubt it 
you tell me I am not indifterent to you, and I ſhould be 
ungrateſul to ſuſpe&t your Truth————-our Births are 
equal, tho' yours is concealed, it is not the leſs certain, 
and as ſor mine it is an Impoſibility to impoſe on you 
No diſparicy obſtructs our Union "Tis Caprice alone, 
that would make a Sacrifice of the molt tender Paſſion 
that ever was therefore, my Angel, continued he, 
preſſing my Hands between his, reflect how unhappy 
you mult be, when once the fatal Vow is paſt, that ren- 
ders it Sacrileige for you, even to think of me as a 
Lover; and how impoſſible it would be to avoid falling 
into Griefs inexcuſable, by the auſtre Superior, when 
you ſhould hear your adoring Melicourt had been a Victim 
to the Deſpair you had occaſioned we have now in 
all probability, but a ſhort 4 1me, that we can call our 
Own Your Father will return, and then you will 
be torn ſur ever from me, all our Wiſhes, our Efforts 
will then be vain let us while it yet is in our 
power, make ſure of our Felicity let us diiappoint 
the Views of theſe cruel Parent and 

How is it poſſible, cryed I, interrupting him haſtily ? 
You would not ſure harbour a Thought, that I would 
give you any Hroafs of the Aﬀection | have for you, but 
luch as ale conſiſlent with my Virtue ? Far be it from 
me, anſwered he, ycur Honour is mine, and infnite:y 
deaier to me thun my Lite; but if you would conſent to 
come into my Meature: ; Fortune now puts it in our 
power to avert the d lalevolence of our Stars Oh 
let us nat nes lcct it Madamoiſelle Breriguy has for 
ſen:e Days paſt been pictling me to marry her 
Lare ti! now evaycd it by one Pretence or other; but 
this Muaing it came into my Head, that by ſeeming to 
content, I ſhould have tac ſure Means of being united 
to you What 
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What mean you, faid I eagerly, will your promiſing 
to be the Husband of Bretigny, forward your Eſpouſal 
with Minetta? either you talk in Riddles, or have ſome 
Deſign unworthy both of me, and of yourſelf. 

I own it has the Appearance of a Myſtery, replied he, 
but I have now no Time for Explanation I hear 
ſomebody coming I will give you a full Account the 
next Time we are alone Adieu if you love me 
with the Sincerity you profeſs, I ſtill flatter myſelf we 
ſhall ſurmount all Obſtacles. 

It was my Mother who gave us this Interruption, and 
finding me alone, began to entertain me on the uſual 


Topick, the Happineſs of a Life ſecluded from the Cares 


of the World; but tho” I found ſhe endeavoured to re- 
frain as much as poſſible all Tokens of a maternal Love, 
yet it would frequently burſt out in ſpite of her. 
She told me, that my Father was expected that Evening, 
and that his Arrival would fix the Day of my Departure 
it was in vain, that I teſtified by Tears my 
Repugnance, ſhe reminded me that I was not at my own 
Diſpoſal, aad that it was impoſhbie to bring my Circum- 
ſtances to what I wiſhed, I ought to bring myſelf to > 
Conformity with my Circumſtances. 

At Night, indeed my Father returned from Fountain- 
Bleau, and when I was going to Bed, Madamoiſelle 
Bretigny acquainted me that the enſuing Week, I was to 
be carried to the Convent: This News was terrible to 
me, tho' no more than I expected, aud as drowning 
Men are ready to catch hold of every Twig, in hopes 
of ſaving themſelves, ſo tho' I had built no great Ex- 
pectation on what Melicourt ſeemed to have in his Head, 
yet I longed to know it with the utmoſt Impatience. 

I had no Opportunity of talking to him the next 
Day, nor was the ſecond more favourable ; but on the 
Third, meeting me in the Garden, he found means to 
' flip a Note into my Hand, which as ſoon as I was alone, 

I opened haſtily, and read in it theſe Lines. | 
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Charmer of my Soul, 


F you would preſerve yourſelf and me, from the moſt 

terrible Misfortune, that can poſſibly befal two 
faithful Hearts, be at the Cloſet Window, that looks into 
the Garden this Night after all the Family are in Bed 
I have much to ſay and much to hope, if you 
comply with this Requeſt without it I am loſt for 
erer 


Yours while T have Life. 


There was neither Direction, nor Name to this Billet, 
which I conſidered as a Mark of his Diſcretion, in Caſe 
by any Accident it ſhould have fallen into other Hands, 
than my own. I doubted not but this Aſſignation was to 
acquaint me with what my Mother's approach hinder'd 
him before from telling me, and was as punctual as he 
could deſire. When 1 opened my Window, I found 
him ſtanding under it; but how great was my Diſap- 
3 when he cryed I have only Time to ſay the 

2ihon Bretigny has for me at once, bath torwards and 
prevents my Deſigns She is coming into the 
Garden, I had no Way to get rid of her, but ſhe goes 
out in the Morning on Buſineſs, which I am ſure ſhe 


will not neglet———be thereſore in the Jeſſamin Walk 


behind the Grove, as ſoon as you find ſhe has left the 
Houle———good Night may pleaſing Dreams 
attend my Charmer. 

With theſe Words he withdrew, and I ber the 
Window, and went to Bed, not a little vixed at this - 
Delay——— after a ſleepleſs Night, one of my Mo- 
ther's Women came to tell me, her Ladyſhip would 
ſpeak with me, on which I went directly to her Apart- 
ment She was ſitting at her Toylet in a penſive 
Poſture, leaning her Head upon her Hand, and before 
ſhe ſpoke, her Eyes informed me, the Buſineſs ſhe had to 
Impart. She call'd me to her, and having made me 
fit dowa on a little Stool, began in this Manner. 


2 You 
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You know very well, 1M u:?ta, ſaid ſhe, who you are, 
and the abje& Manner in which you muſt have ſpent 
your Days, had I not taken a ancy to you, and com- 
miſerated your Condition————T dare anſwer, that 
when you kept Sheep, and were expoſed to Wind and 
Rain, to ſcorching Heats, and freezing Colds, and all 
other Inclemencies of different Seaſuns, you have a thouſand 
T'imes lamented your hard Lot, and wiſhed to be any 
Thing, but what you were—'T'is I who have taken ycu 
from this Miſery received you into my Houſe—cloathed 
you, and to make you ri ipected, pretended you were 
even of my own Bloc. do not mention the 


Favours I have done you by way of Reproach, I be- 


lieve you deſerve I Hould do yet more for you, but I would 
have you love me, and be affured that whatever I ſhall 
command on your Account is intirely for your Good 
in fine, Minetta, I am now going to crown all I have done 
for you, and compleat your Happineſs, by fixing you 
in a Convent expect you will think yourſelf more 
obliged to this ia) Teitimony of the Kindneſs I have for 
you than to all the other believe me, Minetta, 
3 ſhe, after a Pauſe, the World is full of nothing 

ut Diſquiettt————thoſe who ſeem molt fortunate, 
have many Things in ſecret to bewail——every Step we 
take, every Meaſure we concert, renders us liable to 
Diſappointments——if you had more Experience, you 
would fee the Truth of what I tell you, in a thouſand 
Inſtance Marriage above all Things with Perſons 
of mean Birth and Forme, entails a Train of Wretched- 
neſs, even tho' you were not to fall into bad Hand 
a Cloylier is a ſecure Aſylum from Woes of every Kind, 
and when you have once brought yourſelf to be ſatisñed 
with it, you will look down with Pity on the fleeting 
Plea%res, the vain Hopes, and the eternal Hurries of 
People who continue their Attachment to the World 
if a Grate looks frightful at the firſt, Cuſtom will make 
it agreeable orc cannot but in ſuch a Retreatever 
come to a true Knowledge of one ſeif, and without that 


can be no perfe2 Happineſs, either here or hereafter. 


Some 
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1 Some indeed chere are, who are compelled to tale the 

Veil, and others, who out of a preſent Pique to the 

| World, threw theme!ves ſaddenly into a Convent, till 

carrying about them the Redleſſneſs they in vain go there 

% avoid-——theſe indeed caunot live eaſy, becauſe under 

en Engagement they repent, would tain break through, 

but never can you, my dear Minetta, will have 

r--thing to regret—the Innocence and Simplicity of 

1our Youth aud Inclinations leaves your Heart at liberty 

to entertain thoſe pure Ideas which befit the ſacred Order 

you will be able to talle all the Charms of it, I 

142 often viſit you to partake and envy your Happi- 
neſs. 

As ſhe ſpoke theſe laſt Words, I could perceive the 

Tears came into her Eyes, but ſhe turned her Head 

ay to conceal her Diſorder as much as poſſible 


. Al, Madam, cry'd I, quite tranſported at this Effect of 

N ler Jenderneſs, what has your unhappy Child done, 

> that you ſhould reſolve to Sacrifice her? Theſe Words 

r eſcaped me in ſpite of myſelt——— and ſhe looked on 

g me with fo much Kindneſs, that I believe had I taken 

: tle Advantage of that favourable Minute, Nature would 

L have got the better of the Law, ſhe had impoſed on her- 

8 ſe'f, not to truſt me with the Secret of my Birth | 
0 J durit not however pre:ume to go any farther, and only | 
mh threw my{c!f at her Feet, and while I kiſs'd her Hands 

d looked up in her Face with Eyes treaming with Tears. 

8 In this Poſture, I remained ſome Time, the Agitation 

4- of both our Minds, neither permitting ler to 1aiſe me, 

5 nor me to remove; at length, riſe, Minctta, ſaid ſhe, 

d, embracing me, yeu are indeed my Child -I have 

od in a manner adopted you as ſuch and I love you f 
ng v-ith perhaps more Affection than the Perſon to whom : 
of you have all along paid the Duty of a Child when 

Fn you area Nun you will know that I am a Mother to 

ke 1 

ver The Name of Nun ſtruck me to the [Teait, and 

hat finding ſh2 perſiſted in the Reſolution of making me one, 


ſifted the late Emotions of filial Tenderneſs, and ena- 
bed me to act with Caution, ard as the more I ſeeme] 
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averſe to enter into that State, the more Care would be 
alten to prevent any Meaſures I might attempt to ſhield 
myſelf from it, I teſtited no farther repugnance, but be- 
have afterwards with ſo much Serenity, that it was im- 
poſſible ſor her to ſce what pals'd in my Heart. 

Feople coming in upon Buſineſs, I took that Op- 
pertunity of retiring to my Chamber, and there poured 
ont the Anguih of my Mind, in Tears and Lamenta— 
tien l was in this ſorrowful Employ ment wien 
] etpicd 37 /icronrt alone in the Garden the Pa- 
mily I Enew were at that "Time taken up with houſenu'd 
Altaire, to | aricd my Hyes as well as I could, and went 
deun to meet kim. He no ſooner ſaw me at a Diſtance, 
than he made hafte towards me, with an Air of Gatety in 
his Countenance, that J couid not help reſenting, 25 ill 
befhiting the Condition of a Lover, juſt going to loſe his 
Milire!s forever. 

Jexpremed my Thoughts to him on this Head pretty 
tartly, and told kim I ſhould leave the World with leis 
Reyret, lince J found it would be no Afffiction to him 
Ah! beautiful Miactta, cryed he, interrupting 
me, with the moſt tender and paſſionate Look; how 
little do you know me ! if I appear eaſy, it is 
hecaufe I flatter myſelf, that a very little Time will lay 
you under Engacereuts widely different from thoſe they 
Heſign for you Yes, my deareſt, purſued he, the 
Time is near at Iland to join us in Bonds indiſſoluble but 
by Death Rretigny has ſent to a Pricit, who is her 
ncar Relation, and lives about two Leagues hence, to 
come hither under the Pretence of viſiting her; this 
t.uly Nan is to perform the Ceremony, as ſhe imagines, 
b-teen me and herſelf; but it is you, my Angel, mult 
vi.pp!ly her Place Gold will do any Thing 
J rave keen privately to fee him I have gained 
him to my Party, and inſlead of marrying me to- 
morrow to Breti;ny, he will this Night make me the 
Huſband ef Miuctia. 

As much as I loved Mclicourt, and how terrib'e ſoever 


a Cloy ner appeared to me, this clandeſtine Marriage was 
what I could net reliſh: Young ard inexperienced as I 
was, 
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was, the ill Conſequences of ſuch a Union glared me 
full in the Face He ſaw into my Thoughts, and 
began to reproach me for want of that Affection I pro- 
feſſed; but I ſoon convinced him that it was rather 
owing to exceſs of what he Thought me deficient in, than 
the contrary, that I did not immediately accept his Pro- 
poſal What can become of us, anſwered I, after 
ſuch a Marriage will your Parents admit of me 
for their Daughter, without any other Fortune, than the 
Difficulties mine may involve them in? Will not 
your diſpoſing yourſelf in this manner, ruin you with 
them——ſhall we not both be expoſed to al! the RIiſeries 
of Poverty, if once it is known whit we have done, and if 
it be kept a Secret, what will it avail, I thall then, not- 
withſtanding my Engagements to you, be forced as now 
into a Monaſtery : — 80 my dear Ait, con- 
tinued I, I find nothing in this Stratagem in the leaſt 
flattering to our Hopes. 

As my Arguments were unanſwerable, by Reaſon he 
had nothing to alledge, but what Paſſion in{pircd, which 
he did in ſo moving a Manner, that I confefs to you. 
my dear Feanrctia, | was wholiy overcome, and yielded 
to run all hazards with him. On this we parted, and I 
withdrew to refic& on the Promite I had made. 

At firſt, I cave myſelf up wholly to Love, and the 
Profpect of endcaring Joys of mutual Af:&%in ; but fon 
theſe ſweet Ideas vanifh'd, and I began to tiemble at the 
Wietchedne!s, fo deſtitute a Pair as wwe in all prokabiury 
mult be, ſhou!d be reduced to Mile Wees of 
Poverty, of Contempt, came Rr upon ia ind 
but above all the Reinembranbe tit 1 lind chen heard it 
ſaid, that „en, thro! the moi poitceate Adorers before, 
grow Cool, Pecvith, and Uniind, when once the Storms 
of adverſe Fortuue diſturb tue ent of Love 
the bare Imagination that Ait migbt one Nay be 
of this Number was ſhocking, and gave a tap to my 
warmeſt Wiſhes in Favour of what he deft ed of ine 
in fine, I reſolved to tall: to lim once more on this Sub- 
ject, and be either fully convinced that no Miisſortungs 
would be able to leſſen the Reſpect he now had fur me, 
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or elſe to retract the Promiſe I had made a Nun- 
nery diſagrceable as it was to me, being vet leſs fo, than 
to be ill treated by the Man I loved. 
With this View I went into the Garden, believing he 
might ſtill be there; but not finding him, I repaircd 
to Aladamoiſelle Bre- 7779's Chamber, then to a Gallery 
where he frecucnt!y amuſed himſeff, either with look ing 
on the Pictures, or with ſome Bock or other, he being 
ſeldom witheut one in his Pocket—in ine I left no Place 
about the Houſe vere there was the lcaſt Probability of 
i-cing him, unſearched; but all this without Succeſ- 
{ was uneaſy at miſting him, tho' I knew not why, my 
Heart fiuttered, and preſaget too truly ſome ill Accident 
at kand—— —! wandered at length into a Meatow ad- 
jadent to the Road, which led towards the Village, 
po no focner came in Sight of it, than I beheld the 
[ had ſo vainly ſought for, my dear Mclicourt de- 
— h'mielf againſt four \ien, who cndcavoured to 
torce him into a Chaiſe He ſtruggled but in vain 
their Strength overpowered him he iaw me, 
and gave a great Ct 3 I ſhrie d and ſpread my 
Hands to Heaven 3 ; but my Pray ers like his Eſtorts were 
fruitleſ. tue Chaite drove cn, and in a Moment 
Te was cut of sign: I continued my Lameutations 
ti! 1 had no longer Breath, and happy was it for me, 
that no Perſons were within reach of the Clamour I made; 
at lalt aſnamed of what I had done, and confounced 
with woat I had ſeen, I returned to the Caiile, where 
the firit Ferien J met was Bretigny, they were going to 
Supper, and had been in Search of me: She had an Air 
of Galety in ber Countenance, which imme tely 
varia, on my; telling her what had happenec 


Ny Go 1 cryud le, ia a Sort of a diſtracted Voice, 
iet can 5 2 Who ho Po: 
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oer hin — nat las he done 0 ! I am ruined; 

vin ul vou the Peaſon another Time go and fit 
dien toi, NE while I run to the Village, to try if I 
can get any Information No, continued ſne, you 
ate In Tr, peer guod-· natured Creature, you ſhall ra- 
Vier h An, eh mne, and PI acquaint you with the 
Cause 0; WON Cc, idr this Pilztim. With 


+ 
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With theſe Words ſhe took me under the Arm, and 
we both went as faſt as we could towards the Cabara, 
before which the Scene had been ated. The People of 
the Houle reſpecting Madamoiſelle Brectiony, as a Perſon 
who managed every thing in my Father's Family, rea- 
Cily anſwered to all the Queſtions ſhe aſked. 

About four Days ſince, faid the Maſter of the Houſe, 
a Gentleman came to lodge here, he had three NMlen 
with him, who I thuught at firſt had been his Attendants, 
and indeed I looked upon him as an Officer come hither 
to raiſe Recruit: the fit things he enquired 
after was, wao was the Lord of the Village; how they 
ved at the Calle; what Family there was of you; ard 
any Strangers were with you at this Time; you 
know, Madam, purſued he, it is my Buſineſs to obli e 
every body, ſo 1 gave him as full an Account as I could. 
tie ſpared no Expence for himſelf nor thoſe with him ; 
but what ſurprized me very much was, that he eat with 
them, and inſtead of going in and out as Gentlemen 
uſually do to ſee about them, when they are in ſtrange 
Places, he never ſtirr'd out of his Chamber, nor did any 
belonging to him go out, but one at a Time; and when 
they returned, gave an Account of what they had been 
doing only in a Whiſper ; if myielf or any ct my People 
happened to be in the Room. Inthis manner they went 
en till juſt now, without my troubling myſelf about it, 
as they paid me well for what they had. 

About an Hour ago, purſued he, him whom I took 
far the Maſter, came into my Kitchen, which he had 
„ever done before, and ſaid aloud to one of his Peop!le, go 
to that young Man you told me of, and let him know thut 
a Perſon here would be glad to ſpeak one Word with him; 
on this he went out, and immediately came back with 
Monſieur Brunet. 

Brunet, continued the lovely Nun, was the Name my 
dear FMeliccaurt aſſumed, and was diltinguiſhed by at the 
Cite, but to go on the poor young Man, ſaid the 
Toft, little imagined what was prepared for him, while 
tne Meſſenger was going for him, the Gentleman cali'd 
me to him, and aſced it I had any Intimacy with the 
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Perſon he had ſent for? On which I anſwered, no 
Monſieur, I only know he has lately entered into the 
Service of the Lord of this Manor, and is very much 
citcemed and beloved by all the Family ; I believe as 
much, replied he, but they mult loſe him ————there- 
fore let the Chaiie an] Hories be brought before the 
Door immediately ; for we ſhall take him away. Alas, 
M ;nſieur, cryed I, I hope he has been guilty of no 
criminal Action ?———-none but what will be cafily 


I will let you into the Secret -I le is the only von 
of Monſieur D. Counſellor of the Parliament of 
== add on ſome Project or other has quitted his 
Father's Houſe, withoat !crve, or indeed knowledge 
either of him or any of his Friend nor could all 
the ſearch we have been able to make prove ſucceſsful till 
Monſieur De R Lord of Bife ſaw him here by 
Accident, and wrote a Letter to his Father; whoſe 
Valet de Chambre, I am, and ſent with full Authority 
to force him hence if he offers to oppoſe the Wiil of him 
who gave him Being. 

le had ſcarce ipoke theſe Words, when the young 
. Man came in, he preſently knew this Domeſtick, and 
turned pale as Death; the other perceiving it, ſajd come, 
Monficur, take Courage, no ill is intended to you, unleſs 
you think it ſuch to return to a Father, and a Mother 
whom your ſtrange abſenting yourſelf has brought almoſt 
to the Gates of Death. I know not whether this was 
heard or rot by the Perſon to whom it was addreſſed, for 


he made no Anſwer to it, but took him that ſpoke by - 


the Collar, and throwing him down had infallibly made 
his Eſcape, if the others ſeeing what was done had not 
ſeized him He ſtruggled hard, and in ſpite of all 
they could do got through the outer Court, and into the 
Road; but the Valet being by this Time recovered, 
jained his Aſſiſtants, and at laſt forced him into the 
Chaiſe which was ready waiting. 

ITere the Hoſt concluded his Narration, and poor 
Bretigny was fo confounded at what ſhe heard, that ſhe 
leſt the Houle without ſpeaking one Word when 


ve 
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ne were alone, ſhe ſell into a Floed of Tears, T accom- 
pan: ;ed her in all the Demonſtrations ſhe gave of a per- 
io Grict, cn which fe empraced me with great Aﬀec- 
tion, imzgining my Tears were the Effe& of Piiy for 
ker Misfortune, She cave me however a Caution not to 
ſhew any Con cern . we the Family, to the End that 
when this Adventure came to be known, they might not 
ſuſpect it related a any way to her. 

Three Pays alter tis cruel Accident, which I paſſed as 
you may eaſily bclieve in Agne carce to be ſor POI ec, 
my NMiocher 150 An. me hi ther, u here I was receives with 
all imaginable Kindzefs, and Nt ing otgitted that mant 
engage me to — the V vals nen Wy Fear Of .o eidte 
ſhould be c::p:red ; be melancholly Air I cartied with 
me, and wich they know not the * ut, mie 
them with Reaſon ſuppoſe I had no Iuclination to a 
morailic Life, which was too contrary to their Intereit, 
as they expect: 2d a Portion with me, for them not to 
make uſe of their utmoſt Efforts to change. Liberty 
being a Thing deſired by every one, they {uffered nr 
to go into the Parlour, whenever I would, without any 
of the Siſterhood to accompany me, or linen to the Dif- 
courſes I had with thoſe who came to viſt me tho? 
I muſt do them the juilice to ſay, I do not believe they 
would have thus leſt me to my elf, had they in the leaſt 
ſuſpected I had any thoughts of Love or Nlan. 

Madamoiſelle Bretigny came two or three Times a 
Day to weep with me, and told me ſhe intended to go 
to M. to inform herſelf what was become of her 
dear Pilgrim; alas, ſhe little thought how much I lan- 
guiſhed to hear News of him; nor did I fl:tter myſelf 
with enjoying ever that Happineſs, unleſs by ker Mears, 
but what we leaſt expect is often neareſt at Hard. 

Ore Day as I was walkirg in the Garden alone and 
meditating on my unhappy Fate, the Siſter who attend 
the Gate told me, there was a young Officer, who called 
himſelf my near Relation, waited for me in the Parlor 
was ſurpriſe] and pleaſed, I had ro Kinered, 
who would acknow! edge me 2: ſuch, nor knew any Nan. 
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who ſhould enquire for me, except one commiſſioned by 
my Lover, I went therefore, or rather flew to the 
Pirlor, where I was immediately ſaluted with a Voice 
too well known, and too dear to me to be forgotten. — 
It was Meliccurt himicis. O Heavens ! cried I in 
a '!'ranſport, it is you then it is you! 35 
had Power to ſay no more, but came cloſe to the Grate, 
and put forth my Hand, he ſeized it with an eager Joy 
lie kiſſed i he vcttcd it with Tears of Rapture 
my Senſes were too weal: to bear the Effuſion of 
the mingled Paſtons, which at that Inflant crowded into 
my 1c rt [ fainted way he threw himſelf 
upon I's nee he called to me, he wept 
——— — he 7c : thouiand tender Things; but I neither 
card nor ſaw in what manner he behaved. 

The zamiabvie Nan was in this Part of her Hiſtory, 
waen ſe was interrupted by one of the Siſterhood, who 
told us they waited for us in the Refectory; on which we 
aroſe and went down, after agreeing to paſs the Aſter- 
neon together in my Cell. 

cannot give any Neſcription of that modeſt and tran- 
uu Air with which thirty Nuns ſet down at their Meal, 

was too much taken up with my own Affairs, to regard 
any thing, but what related immediately to them, or 
if I was obliged to give an Account of that pious Lecture, 
which was made before we roſe from Table, I ſhould 
find myſelf very much at a loſ the moſt pleaſing 
Sound I heard, was the Bell, that Madame the Superior 
rung, as a Signal to ſay Grace, after which we all retire 
to our re ſpective Apartments, and Saint Annes and my- 
ſelf being ſhut up in my Chamber, ſhe reſumed the 
Hiſtory cf her Misfortunes in theſe Words. 


The End of the THIRD PART. 


THE 


THE 


VIRTUOUS VILLAGER, 
O R, 


VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


— 


ANT. IV. 


A Continuation of the Hiftory of SAINT 
AGNEs and MELICOURT. 


2 J" AG S the little Faintneſs I had been ſeiz'd 
6 % with, was occaſion'd only by an Excel; 

Wl of Joy at the unexpeted Sight of my 
Lover, I ſoon came to myſelf; and the 
first Uſe I made of my recover'd Senſes, 

was to aſk by what Means he had eſcap'd 
out of his Father's Hands: Are you fo little ac- 
quainted with my Tenderneſs, ſaid he, as to be one Mo- 
ment in doubt, if I would not break through every 
thing to ſee you. No, my deareſt, Mize!//a, were 
I 5 every 


. —_— — 


178 The Virtuous Villager; or, 

every Star in the Firmament, as oppoſite as at preſent they 
ſeem f:yo irable to my Intentions, not Fate itfelf ſhould have 
tie Power to ſhake my Conſtancy my inviolable Attach- 
ment, and if you have the ſame Sentiments as I—if? 
cry'd J, haſtily interrupting him, is the Love I have for 
you now to be call'd in Queſtion ? Are not the 
GCrefs I have endur'd in your Abſence, and the viſible 
Alteration they have made in my Looks a ſuficient De- 
monſtration how dear you are to me? 

Aſcliceurt ſeem'd as much tranſported at this Declara- 
tien, as tho' it had been the firſt Confeſſion of Love 
1 had ever made him, and teſtified his Gratitude in 
Terms the moſt delicate and touching I could 
have liſten'd to him all Day; ſo true is it that while a 
Leloved Lover ſpeaks his Paſſion, one's very Soul hangs 
on his Lips; and nothing but the Impatience I was in to 
hear, by what Miracle 1 now enjoy'd his Preſence, could 
have made me interrupt ſo delightful an Entertainment. 
l began by telling him the preſent Situation of 
my Affairs, and added, that as I was now in a Convent, 
there appear'd, but little Probability of ever my conver- 
{::g with him, but as at this time behind a Grate. 

Yes, yes, cry'd he, with the utmoſt Vivacity, I 
ſhall ſoon ſet you free from this cruel Confinement, and 
by a way more warrantable and conformable to your 
own Delicacy, than that I propos'd before our Separa- 
tion ;——but, to prepare you for the Tidings I am ſo 
fortunate to bring you; 'tis fit I make you an exact Detail 
of all that happen'd ſince my being torn from you in 
the Faſhion you were Witneſs of. 

You cannot doubt, adorable Minetta, continued he, 
of my Deſpair when all the Efforts I could make, were 
inci Qual againſt thoſe who ſeiz'd upon me————fo 
viclent was my Fury, that the Valct de Chamber, and 
all thoſe who aſſiſtled him, trembled even at my very 
Looks, and repented their having undertaken that Office 
—— ——luring the whole Journey, I did nothing but 
cure. vow Revenge, and meditate Means for getting out 
of their Hands; but all in vain," their Strength ard 
Vigilarce Uiiappoeinted every Scheme I laid: 1 then 8 

el 
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ſolv'd to ſtarve myſelf to Death, and refus'd taking the | 
leaſt Nouriſhment of any kind whatfoever ——n 

this Condition, I was brought to my Father, who being 
inform'd of my Behaviour, and how determin'd J was 

not to live, chang'd the Conduct he propos'd to obſerve | 
toward me, and inſtead of Rigour treated me with the [ 
greateſt Sweetneſs; but as I ſeem'd indolent and unaſſected 

with his Goodneſs, and continu'd obſtinate not to eat or 

drink, till I ſaw myſelf at liberty. le then 

u>'d all poſſible Means to conſtrain me to it; but Force . 
or Perſuaſions were alike fruitleſs; ſcour Days paſe'd | 
over without my ſwallowing any thing, and on the | 
fourth I was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever. | 

I could not hear theſe Marks of his Sincerity without , 
interrupting the Courle of his Narration, by letting him J 
know how deeply I was affected with them; he told 
me that were he capable of ſuffering iafinitely more, he 
ſhould glory in it, and would ſacrifice ten thouſand Lives 
for the Pleaſure of being pitied by me after many 
other ſuch like Expreiſions, which a perfect Love in- 
ſpires, and thoſe poſſeſs'd of that Paſſion are never want- 
ing in, he relum'd his Diſcourſe. 

When my Father, ſaid he, was convinc'd by the 
Condition he ſaw me in, that my Life was really in 
Danger, for he had till now bcliev'd, that they had 
privately given me ſomewhat to eat, he began to be in 
the utmoſt Perplexity. Paternal Tenderneſs reviv'd 
in him ;——he took me by the Hand- bc 
even condeſcended to entreat I would not make the re- 
mainder of his Days miſerable, by the loſs of a Son, 
whom he had always loolc'd on with the greateſt Aﬀec- 
tion; promiſing me at the ſame time, that if I woul 
conſent to take things proper for the Recovery of my 
Health, he would leave me at liberty to go wherever 
I pleas'd: As I knew him a Man utterly incapable of 
Deceit, theſe Words loſt nothing of their Weight; and 

] aſſu'd him in my turn of a perſect Obedience to his 
Will, in all things in my power; and as the ſirſt Proof 
took a little Cordial prepar'd for me in his Preſence. 
The whole Houte was overjoy'd at this Change in me; 
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my Aſother who had been continually in Tears fince my 
Arrival, threw herſe!f by me on the Bed, and embraced 
me with Tranſports, which fhew'd how dear I was to her: 
ſhe confirm'd over and over the Promis made me by 
my Father, and added ſie would contribute all ſhe could 
toward giving me all tle Satisfaction I will'd. 1 can- 
not but acknowledge, and, indeed, ſhould have been un- 
worthy of thi: Goodneſs had I acted otuctwiſe, than I did; 
I was ſenſibly touch'd with theſe 'I'ckens of I ove from 
thoſe who gave me Being.- {They were, however, 
failing in their Eu d long faſting had ſpoiled the 
Temperament of my Blood my stomach was un- 
able to perform its Faculty of Digeſtion my Head 
was diſorder dI———: my Frame cut of its wonted 
Tone; and I grew ſo ill, that for two Days my Lite 
was deſpair'd of. 

Tho' in that time I was wholly inſenſible of the 
Grief my Danger cccaſion'd, I might eaſily judge of it, 
by the Exceſs of Jcy which appear'd in every Face, on 
the firſt Appearance of my Re-eſtabliſhment,————1 
mended, however, very ſiowlv, and my Mother who 
never left my Chamber, and obſerv'd my every Motion, 
was divided between Hopes and Pears, till at the End 
of fifteen Days, the Phyſicians who attended me, pro- 
N there was not the leaſt Symptons of a Re- 

ſe. 

5 ſoon as I found myſelf able to hold a long Con- 
verſation ; the Complaiſance and Tenderneſs with which 
my Mother treated me, gave me Courage to make her 
a full Confeſſion cf the Motives, which had at firſt in- 
duced me to quit my Studies the Paſhon I had 
for ou the kind Return you were pleas'd to 
make me the Hiſtory of your Birth, and the un 
happy Circumſtance that threatned us with an eternal 
Separation. In fine, I made a Recital of the 


whole Progreſs of our Loves and Diiappointments ; ad- 
ding that tho* no Diſtemper ſkould ſeize me, or Grief 
mould fail to kill me, my full Reſolution was not to 
ſurvive the Day, in which you ſhould be compell'd to 
take the Veil, Pardon me, continu'd he, my forever 

| dear 
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dear Mineita, that without your Permiſſion I reveal'd 
the Secrets of your Heart and Extraction: I knew no 
other way to gain a Mother, by whoſe Favour I hop'd 
great things—the Event, my Angel, as you ſhall pre- 
ſently hear, has anſwer'd my Wiſhes ! She liſten'd 
to me with Aftoniſhment, mix'd with Compaſſion, but 
no Signs of Diſpleaſure; and when JI had done, told 
me it was neceſſary my Father ſhould be made acquainted 
with an Affair, which in my Perſon was of ſo much 
Conſequence to him; but bid me be under no Apprehen- 
fions, tor ſhe would reveal it to him in ſuch a manner, as 
ſhould prepoſſeſs him in behalf of my Deſires. I durit 
not oppoſe what ſhe ſaid, and ſhe went that Moment to 
my Father, who was yet more amaz'd at the Relation 
ſhe made him, than herſelf had been on hearing it from 
me. He came running into my Chamber, and would 
know all the Circumſtances from my own Mouth 
I obey'd him as well as I could, and he ſeem'd perſect- 
ly ſatisfied. He told me he would that Inſtant 
examine into the Affair of your Birth; and if there 
were ſ{ufacient Procfs of it, he would conſent with Plea- 
fure to our Union ; and had the Goodneſs to add with 
a Smile, that as by what I had ſuffer'd he gueſs'd my 
Impaticnce, he would return with ail poſſible Expedi- 
tion. 

Judge of the Joy I felt, charming Minetta, at this 
Readineſs, with which both my Parents agreed to my 
Deſires, and how much I thought myſelf indebted to a 
*ather, from whoſe Mouth, never any thing but Truth 
proceeded. I would have thrown myielf at his 
Feet to acknowledge, as I ought, the wondrous Conſide- 
ration he had for me; but he would not permit me, 
ſaving the beſt return I could make to his Affection, 
was to endeavour as much as depended on myſelf a per- 
fect Recovery of my former Health and Gaiety ; with 
theſe Words he went out of the Chamber, and there was 
little room to doubt, if I would be obedient to his Com- 
mands ; the earneſt Defire I had to ſee you, and to ac- 
quaint you with theſe things, made me omit nothing 

that might piit me in a Condition to travel, 1 
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In the mean time, my dear Father, for I muſt call 
him ever fo, Source of my firſt and ſecond Life, was 
more induſtrious to render me ſatisfied, than even 
his Words had made me hope he ſearch'd the 
Records —2>—— he conſider'd the Proofs ——— he 
added to his own great Judgment in the Laws, that of 
conſuiting others, the moſt eminent of their Profeſſion, 
all concurr'd that the Right was on your fide, and that 
you ought to be publickly declar'd the Daughter cf Mon- 
fieur De 3 but while you remain'd under the 
power of your Parents, it would be in vain, and there- 
fore not adviſeable for any one to undertake your Caule ; 
you ought theretore to remove yourſelf to ſome 
Place where you might be at Liberty, to follow the 
Dictates of your Inclination ; and that if you married, 
the Right you had, being transferr'd to your Huſband, 
he would be entitled to ſue for, what they might elle 
deprive you o!, by compelling you to relinquiſh the 
World. In fine, purſued he, nothing can be done while 
you continue in a Virgin State. 

Theſe Words were an Oracle to me, I preſently com- 
prehended the Senie of them, and communicating my 
Sentiments on that Occaſion to my Preceptor, who I 
knew was perfectly acquainted with my Father's Views; 
he told me that my Conjectures had not deceiv'd me: 
That nothing in reality could be more agree- 
able to him, than an Alliar ce with the Daughter of 
Montieur D and ad. iꝰd me to go immediately, 
and endeavour to prevail on you to become my Wiſe; and 
thot accompliſh'd, to bring you to my Father's Houſe, 
where he {aid he was very certain, you would be receiv'd 
wita open Arms, Jo eltabliſh me in the Opinion, that 
he alledg'd nothing that he would not maintain, he of- 
fer'd to accompany me to the Village, and wait there 
with the reſt of my Retinue, till I ſhould get an Oppor- 
tunity of ſpeaking to you at the Caltle. 'There needed 
not half of Whuc he urg'd, to make me do what I fo 
earneltly long'd for————3ccordingly we ſet out toge- 
ther, and arriv'd at the Village; but how great was my 
Diiappointment, when I was told the Neice of Madam 
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De was convey'd to a Convent By the help 
of a very artful Fellow I have with me; however, I 
ſoon found where you were placed, and flew direQly hi- 
ther, to tell you that it now depends on you alone, to 
make me the moſt happy, or the molt wretched of 
Mankind, 

Give me then, continu'd he, the Proof of that Aﬀec- 
tion you have ſo often charm'd me with—if you truly love 
me, you will not heſitate one Moment to put yourſelf 
into my Hands, to give me your Vows, and to receive 


mine, and then to permit me to conduct you to a Father, 


capable and willing to inſtruct us, in what we ought to do 
m our preient Situation ; and to a Mother more tender, 
and already, by what I have told her of you, more 
ſenſible of your Merit, than ſhe who gave you Birth, 
and yet abandons you to a Fate, the molt diſagreeable to 
ou. 

l Mielicourt here left off ſpeaking, and fix'd his Eyes 
upon me with an undeſcribable Tenderneſs, expecting my 
Reply ; but I was too much perplex'd to make an im- 
mediate one What a ſtrange Medley of Ideas run 
thro' a Virgin's Heart, when preſs'd to give an Anſwer 
on the like Occafion ! He eaſily gueſs'd the Si- 
tuation of my Mind, and laid before me the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt moving Reaſons ———he repreſented to me 
with a great deal of Wit and Eloquence, the little Re- 
gard my Parents had for me — he made me ſenſi- 
ble that they were going to ſacrifice me to a ſordid View 
in fine, that I was lot, if I did not aſſume a 
ſpeedy and vigorous Reſolution That I ſhould 
ſhortly be oblig'd to take the Veil, and that my Profeſ- 
ſion would ſoon after enſue, and that once over, 
there was no longer any Hopes. To this he added 
many things to convince me, how barbarouſly I was 
trea ed for tue ſake of a Siſter, who ought to be no dearer 
than mylelf- this rous'd that Reic.itment in me, 
which I believe all Peop'e have jorac {hare of more or leſs, 
when they @a.c caufeleſly ill us'd, which together with 
my Love determin'd me; retire, my dear 1Me/icourt, 
ſaid I, leſt too long a Converſation ſhould render us 

1 | ſuſpected, 
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ſuſpected, and by being ſo, diſappoint all our Views: 
Be here again To-morrow at this time, I will 
then give a final Anſwer, and tho' I am not yet quite re- 
ſolv'd, I fancy it will be ſuch a one as you will have no 
Caulc to be diſſatisfied with: J ſpoke theſe Words with 
a Smile, and he departed very well pleas'd, after kiſſing 
my Hand in the moſt affectionate manner thro' the 
Grate. 

I went back to my Cell after he was gone, in a good 
deal of inward Agitation the Averſion I had to 
become a Nun, made me rejoice in having a warrant- 
able Means of avoiding that Life; but on the other 
Tiand there appear'd Difficulties which I knew not how 
to ſurmount notwithſtanding the Meanneſs of my 
Education, the Pride of Blood had high Dominion over 
my Mind, and inſpired me with the moſt elevated No- 
tions; conſcious of what I was, not only a Cloiſter, but 
even Death itſelf, ſeem'd leſs terrible, than being guilty 
of any Action unworthy of my Birth; and I could not 
find Arguments to convince myſelf, that to quit a Convent 
where I was placed by thoſe, who at preſent had the ſole 
Pom er of diſpoſing me; and follow a young Man, who, 
perhaps, was blinded by his Paſſion, was not a T'r:n{- 
greſſion of the Rules of Honour and of Decency. But, 
then the Love I had for Melicourt, the Proofs he had 
given me of his Paſſion the Vow he had made not 
to ſurvive the Hour of my being initiated, together with 
the Dread I had of entring into a State, where I could 
nat be allow'd to look back, on the tender Moments of 
mutual Affection; nor even to think on the dear Man, 
without being guilty of Sacrilege, all this balanc'd againſt 
the ocher, and I remain'd in the moſt cruel Uncertain» 
ty for a long time. 

At laſt Love grew moſt prevailing, as I believe it will 
always be, when Virtue and Merit in the Object ren- 
Cers it worthy of that Name ; I thought myſelf excuſa- 
ble in diſobeying the Will of thoſe who gave me Being as 
they diſclaim'd me for their Daughter—the Advantages 
propos'd to me by Melicourt, appear'd ſuch as were not 
to be {lghted, I had Parents, but they permitted 
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me not to call them ſo; I was offer'd others who would 
gladly receive me as their Child. I had now no 
Name nor Family; in accepting Mc/icourt for a Huſ- 
band, I ſhould have bcth, and not inferior to thoſe 
which of Right belong'd to me, fo I entirely yielded to 
thele laſt Conſiderations, and began to ſet myſelf in ear- 
net to contrive ſoine way to get out of the Con- 
vent. 

Love, ingenious in Invention, ſoon inſpired me with 
an expedient, which from the Nlomeat it came into my 
Head, flatter'd me with Hopes of Succeſs: The Portreis 
was extremely aff:ible and good-natur'd, ſhe had taken 
a great liking to me; and We were as intimate as any 
two People could be, that did not place ſo great a Con- 
ſidence in each other as to reveal their Secrets. Her Em- 
ploy ment engaging her in many Affairs, I ſometimes of- 
ficiated for her at the Gate. The Keys was always 
hung up in the Parlour, and the Grate open'd into a 
Room belong'd to the outward Portreſs, ſo as I knew 
all the ways about the Houſe, I took my Meaſures ac- 
cordingly. 

It is not to be doubted but Melicaurt was punctual to 
his Appoinment, I told him the Contrivance I had 
form'd of ſtealing the Keys, and getting out the firſt Op- 
portunity I found the Portreſs abſent he ſeem'd 
fearful I ſhould be ſurpriz'd in the Execution ; the Con- 
ſequence of which would be, that I ſhould cither be 
ſtrictly watch'd or remov'd to ſome other Place; he, there- 
fore, judg'd it molt proper, I ſhould attempt making 
my Eſcape in the Night; but I convinced him of the 
Impoſſibility of that, 33 according to the Rule of the 
IIcuſe, the Portreſs always brought the Keys of the In- 
cloſure into the Superior's Chamber it was, there- 
fore, agreed betu een us, that he ſhould be ready with a 
Chaiſe, and the beſt Horſes that could be got, and wait 
at a little Diſtance frem the Gate of the Convent, the 
ne\t Nlorning at the Hour of Matins ſo having 
ſettled every thing he took his leave. | 

I was too ſuil of what I was about to do, for any Sl cep 
to enter my Fyes that Night; the Thing that appear'd 
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ſo feaſible in Tllieorg, wi: difficult enough to put in Prac- 
tice, nor could it ever gare been done, had I been in the 
leait f uſpected by: y of the Convent: It had always 
been ny Cuſtora tc. e late, and to pleaſe me they in- 
dulged me in it, fo was not c£::7ected at the Morning 
Devon — I :5 now up however, but kept cloie 
in m, Cell, Ihe d the Mother Portreſs paſs by— 
J knew lier Step, : d 55 {con as ſhe was gone to the 
Chon, I ran into 1: 2 Parlour, and found the Keys in 
their Place, I took them off the Hook, and open'd the 
Door of the Ircicfure ; 'tis weil for me I had the Pre- 
ſence of Miad to ſhut it after me, for if I had not, I 
ſhould infallibly have been ſtopped by an old Lay Siſler, 
who lapned to be there, and calling out to know who 
was at the Door, rang the Bell to alarm the Convent on 
my not anſwering. 

The Street-Door had a very<&cult Lock, and I was 
ſo long endeavouring to get it open, that on the Sound 
of the Bell ſeveral Nuns ran to the Window, and feeing 
what I was about, cryed out for. Aſſiſtance; happily for 
me no body was paſling by at tft Time, and Melicourt 
being on the Watch, and hearing a Fumbling at the 
Lock, uſed his utmoſt Efforts on the outſide to force it 
open, but in vain, the Gate was impregnable, and all 
our Hopes had been fruſtrated, had I not that Inſtant 
bethought myſelf of making Uſe of the other Key I 
had in my Hand, in Order to turn that which was in 
the Lock —— this effected it, and the Gate flzw 
open I threw myſelf into my Lover's Arms, and 
ſcream d out for perfect Joy. The Nuns whe ſaw all 
this from above, and were deſperately enraged at my 
Flight, re doubled their Cries in ſuch a Manner that we 
could hear them at a great Diſtance 3 we drove on with 
the utmoſt Expedition the whole Day, without once ſtop - 
ping to take any Refreſhment, *till we came to a French 
Village, where we were in no Danger of being taken; 
the Preceptor of whom Melicourt ſpoke, waited for us 
at this Place, and having prepared the Curate before- 
hand, it was given out that he intended to fay Maſs the 
next Morning by Break of Day, and under that Pretence 

we 
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we were married in the Preſence of four Peatants, who 
ſerved as Witneſſes, and fign'd a Marriage Certificate, 
ready drawn up for that Purpoſe after this we ſet 
forward on cur Journey with mutual Satisfaction; all 
my Scruples being now over, I was very well pleated to 
accompany a Huſband whom I loved, and whon: to obey, 
was recenciling my Duty with my Inclination. 

The Valet de Chambre who was on Horſeback, went 
before us to apprize the Parents of Bclicourt of ail that 
had happened, and on our Arrival, I was received with a 
Kindnets which made me forget the Vexations I had 
pall————1 was treated by wem both with the fame 
Tenderneis as a real Daughter, and with a Reſpect ſupe- 
rior even to my B:rt. a! the xicule were induſtricus 
to oblige me, and I thought I ſhould hive been un- 


Kknowledizing the happy Change of my Fate. But 
alas! how cruel a Reverſe was ſoon my Lot this 
ſhort 'l ranquillity was ſucceeded by the moſt dreadful 
Tempeſt, which ſhipwreck'd all my Hopes for ever, 
and plunged me into an Abyſs of eternal Miſery. 
My Huſband's Father who was impatient to have me ac- 
Knowiedg'd for what I was, not only that the World 
miglit ice his Son had not demean'd himſelf by my Al- 
l:ance, but alſo on the Score of that great Eſtate to which 
I was Coheireſs with my Siſter, when my Birth ſhould 
be confirm'd, tet himſelf about drawing up a Remon- 
ſtrance from the Inſtructions I had given him, and as 
there was a Neceſſity it ſhould be corroborated by ſub- 
ſtantial Witneſſes; he went to the Gardener and his 
Wife, with whom I kad been brought up as their Daugh- 
ter, and that he might the eaſier come at the Truth, pre- 
tended he came from Madam De and gave them 
Money which he ſaid was ſent by that Lady, as a Recom- 
pence for the Care they had taken of me. He took two 
Perſons with him of Reputation, who were preſent du- 
ring all the Converſation he had with theſe People, and 

whoſe Teſtimonies could not be ſuſpected. 
My pretended Parents miltruſting nothing, and ſup- 
poſing the Father of Melicauyt to be a Dependant of 
Monkeur 
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Aonfizur and Madam D. tent net about to dif- 
gniſe any Thing of an Affair he ſeem'd as well acquainted 
nh as themſelves: When he had gair'd as periect a 
Satisſaction from them as he wiſh'd he threw off the 
Character cf Steward to my Niother, which he had aſ- 
ſumed to draw the Secret from them, and ſhewed himſelf 
what he truly was, Counſcllor to the Parliament of 
Al———and Commiſſioner of the Juſticiary Court, and 
obliged them to ſign what they had in Words achnow- 
ledged, that I was nene of their Child, but the Daugn- 
ter of Madam 9. - and when this Form was com- 
plyed with, he returned Home very well pleaſed with 
the Succeſs of his Journey. 

Ihe Gardener and his Wife finding by this, that they 
had been impoſed upon, and fearful that the Conſeſnon 
they had made, ſhou'!d draw on them the Reſentment 
of my Parents, no tconer faw themſelves at Liberty, tan 
they went to the Caſtle, and acquainted my N lotler with 
what had happen'd, as thinking if they had unwarily 
done amiſs, the belt Attonement they could make was an 
immediate Confeflion, which might perhaps prevent any 
ill Conſequences ariſing from their Inadvertency. 

They were in the right ſo far, for my Father who had 
been immediately inform'd of my Flight from the Mo- 
naltery, and was in the utmoit Diſtraction to know 
where or with whom I had withdrawn myſelf, being 
now Maſter of that important Segzet took his Meaſures 
accordingly, to ſatisfy his own Deſigns, and compleat the 
eternal Ruin of his unhappy Child. He went directly 
to Court, and formed a Coiaplaint againit both my Hus- 
band, and ſelf, fo efficacious, that he obtain'd from the 
King a full Grant of all he deſired on this Occaſion. 

My Huſband's Father in the mean Jime believing lie 
had done all things for the beſt, ſent me with my dear 
AM:licourt to an Eſtate he had about fix Miles diſtant from 
the Town; where imagining we had now eſcaped all the 
Rec's that threaten'd our Love, aud reached the happy 
Port, we indulged ourſelves in ail the Delights, that 
could be expected in ſuch a Situation. 
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He thin!:ing, however, that it would be proper to lie 
quiet ior a Time, and not divulge our Marriage 'tili ob- 
kged to it, happen'd of the moſt dreadful Conſequence 
tllat could be; indeed my little Judgment repretented ſuch 
a Conduct as entirely wrong, tho' as he was a J. lan of 
the higheſt Reputation for underſtanding the Laws, | 
durſt not fer any thing in Oppoſition to what he did; 
but the Event convinc'd him, too tatally for M. ict, nnd 
ray ſelf, that our worſt Enemies could not have acted mcie 
cruelly. 

One Night as we were ſleeping in our Bed, we were 
diſturb'd by ſeveral of the Servants running into our 
Chamber, who with Tears in their Eyes told us we were 
undone, that the Caſtle was fuil of Soldiers, and the Of- 
ficer who commanded them ſaid they came in the King's 
Name they had ſcarce Time to warn us of the 
Danger, before two Exempis appeu'd, and ſignifed 
their Orders to us———2—J my dear Hulband would have 
defended himſelf and me, but what was his Strength 
when oppos'd to twenty Men I ſent forth the 
moit piteous Crie I knelt, I wept, but nothing 
mollifyed theſe Barbarians they tore me from the 
Arms of Melicaurt, where I had tirrov-n myſelf in the 
Extremity of my Anguiſh, and where they conveyed 
him, or what they did with him | never could Jearn ; 
but me they brought directly hither, where the hrit Per- 
ſons that preſented themſelves before me were my Father 
and Mother—tie molt violent Fury ſparkled in th: i. yes 
of tlie ene, and thole of the other were full of 'I'car: : 
Wretch! cryed he, you have done well to fly in the Fa- 
ces of thoſe who raiſed you from Beggary, and to have 
Refource to Cal»mny in Order to become a Libertine 
Vile Creature ! nothing remains for you now but to take 
the Habit to-morrcw, or reiolve to periſh : In ſpeaking 
the e Words he plu:z'd a Dagger rom his Side, and me- 
nicing me with it, regard what I ſay to you, reiumed 
he, and chearfully comply with what I ordain for you, 
or I» ature ' you ſhall find in me no longer a Protector 
but an Executioner: He added no merz. but ha- 


ving pull'd me before him to the inner Gate of the In- 
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cloſure, where the Abbeſs attended to receive me, whiſ- 
per'd ſomething in her Ear, and then went out with 
my Mother, who I perceived was once about to ſpeak to 
me, but he made a Sign to her to forbear. 

I will not trouble you with the Repetition of the Re- 
proaches made me by the Superior, for having as ſhe ſaid 
brought the Convent into Diſgrace, by flving from it 
with a young Man ; I will only tell yor, that ſhe greatly 
added to the Diſquicts of my Mind, by treating me in 
the worſt and moit unkiad Manner ſhe poſſibly could 
She was for cver filling my Ears with Remonſtrances, 
that the beſt Way for me was to pay a blind Obedience 
to what Monſieur De enjoy n'd, for he would other- 
wiſe have no Mercy on me -- and that when I was 
once proſeſs'd, ſhe would take ſuch Mleaſures as ſhould 
compel me to look with Deteitation, and Remorſe on my 
paſt Liſe hat could ſhe have ſaid more, had I 
abandoned myſelf to Shame and Wickedneſs, yet I was 
obliged to liſten to it without daring to utter a Word in 
my own Julilitcation——— | paſted that Night and 
the next Day in Horrors which you may more eaſily con- 
ccive than I deſcribe, and on the enſuing one, took the 
Veil. 

could not forbear interrupting the lovely Nun in this 
Part of her Story ; but, dear St. Annes, ſaid I, why did 
you not loudly declare your Marriage, and oppole your 
tirit Vows to thoie they now impoſed upon you, 

Ah ! do you think” I didnot, anſwer'd ſhe, but what 
avail'd it they knew very well I was married and 
to whom Religion has no Pity in Societies ſuch as 
thele, when intereſt is concern'd they told me my 
Nuptiais were 1:iegal, without Conſent of my Friend 
that the Rites ſo ſolemnized wete no better than Folly and 
Madne:s that I but ſtole myſelf away from thoſe 
whoſe Property I was, and now they had recover'd me 
might diſpoſe, of me as they picaled——theſe, my dear 
7 eanetta, were all the Anſwers 1 could obtain, and I had 
no Friend to eſpouſe my Cauſe my Huſband, if 
alive, ignorant, as were all his Family to what Place I — 
Carric 
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carried the whole Year of my Noviceſhip, 1 was 
never ſuffered to appear at the Grate ; and that Time 
expired, my Father (tho' I ſcarce can call him by 
that tender Name) came here to put the finiſhing Stroke 
to my Calamities, and having made me be call'd to him, 
to! me in a'Tone, which I never think on without trem- 
bling, that if I did not make my Prcfeſſion the next 
Nay, or the Day aſter, he would come again and take 
me away, having taln effectual Meaſures for revenging 
himſelf on my Litobedicnce. 

Wat ſhall I ſay, Madamoitelle Feanetta, I was 
comreited to ſacrifice myſelf, my Vows, my Hopes, 
my Aland TI am now bound forever to the Ser- 
vice of the Altar ——— I am uted, *tis true, with ſome- 
what mcre Lenity than I was ; but what Reparation can 
be made me for what I have renounced————tho' I 
do all I can to conceal from the Nuns the inward Agita- 
tions I ſtill endure, ſtill 1 bear in remembrance my fit 
En gagement NMelicourt in ſpite of my Endeavours 
appears fleepirg and waking before my Eyes 
the Charms cf his Perſon, and thoſe of his Mind, his 
my Pro- 
felon condemns the Regret I fee!, that I no more am 
his———' am miſerable for my whole Lite, and in 
perpetual Doubt of my eternal Sal ration ſucck· 
ing State. — 

1 he anhappy Saint Agnes wept bitterly in pronouncing 
theſe Word, then lifting up her Hands and Eyes, Spouſe 
of my Heart, cryed ſhe, {till muſt I call thee by that 
precious Name given thee before the Holy Altar! Ah! 
nothing can ever erace thy Image from my Soul. 

She here ended her ſorrowful Narration, nor could 
ſhe have proceeded had any more remain'd to relate, her 
Agonies were too great at this Repetition of her Mil- 
fortunes to leave her the Power to ſpeak, and her Sighs 
came with ſuch Vehemence as tho' they would have burſt 
her Breaſt I was pierced to the Heart at this Sight, 
and my own Circumſtances at that time rendered it more 
affecting [ uſed all my endeavours to conſole her, 
but indeed looked on her Condition as irremedible——1 
was 
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was however too much convinced of the Sincerity of her 
Friendſhip, by the Confidence ſhe placed in me, not to 
return it with the molt zealous Aſtection, and as I 
thought it might, at leaſt for a Time, render her forget- 
ful ct her Sorrows, I gave her a full Account of my own 
Adventures, and ſhe cxpreſied a grcat deal of Pity for 
the Diſappointments I had met with; but, ſaid ſhe, a; 
con as I had done, theſe Things may change, beautiful 
Feoretia : Beſide, you have ſtill room to Hope 
but alas, that is not my Caſo all in this World is 
loſt to me, beyond a Poſſibility of Redemption 
and Death, that gives a Pericd to the Woes ol others, 
wil! perhaps to me open a Door, yet more terrible 
thus divided, thus doubly engaged to Alan 
ſrt, and Reaven afterward, how can 1 reconcile ſuch 
different Duties how comply with either, as I 
ought here enſued a ſecond Flood of Tears, and in- 
deed 1 found her Deſpair too juſtly grounded to be able 
to urge auy thing to mitigate it, ſo could only bear her 
company in Tear. ve continued in this melancholiy 
Employment, till the Rules of the Houſe obliged us to 
go down to the Reſectory; but this mutual Intimacy be- 
tv. een us daily encreaſed, and we were hom this time 
forward very little aſunder. I mult conicis I found a 
great deal of Comfort in ber Society; but it laſted not 
long, Fortune was net yet weary of perfecuting me, and 
. deprived me of this Relief, in a manner I leaſt expected. 

Thou? I am very ſenſible one ou! lit not to give way to 
thoſe ſuperſtitious Ideas, which are apt to creep into tile 
Minds, eſpecially of young People; yet I could not keep 
myleit from being very much affected with a Dream I had 
at that Time, and which has proved an exact and faith- 
ful Preſage of what has ſince happened to me. 

We had a Penſicrcr in the Houſe, call'd Madamoiſelle 
Renneville, a young Lady of an uncemmon Vivacity of 
Temper ; ſhe was the ycungeſt cf ſeven Daughters, and 
according to the cuſtom of great Families, was deſtined 
to a religious Life, to the end her Siſters might live in the 
World with greater Splendor ; but the Averſion ſhe had 
to a Cloyiter, had made her reſolute not to enter herſelf 
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as a Novice, ſo that all they could do was to keep her 
there as a Boarder ſhe was too gay to let any thing 
affect her Heart, and always flattering herſeif that ſome 
lucky turn or other would fall out to rid ker of this Con- 

finement, was one of the molt entertaining Companions 
in the World; among the reſt cf the Whims with whica 
ſhe amuſed herſelf, and thoſe with whom ſhe contracted 
any intimacy, was that of having recourſe to the little 
Arts for diſcovering the Secrets of Futurity throws 
ing the Grounds ot Cofice, laying a Pack of Cards in a 
particular manner, and a hundred other ſuch lil:e ſancica, 
tool: up all the time ſne could fleal from thoſe public 
Acts of Devotion, to which ſhe was obliged to con- 
form. Saint Agnes and myſelf were very ford of hee 
Society, as ſhe diverted our melancholly '1 houghts 
ſhe always was with us when we waiked in the Garcen, 
ſhe pertook in all our Recreations, and without mall ing 
her a Confidant, we treated her with the greateſt Free- 
dom; neither of us concealing from her cur diſlike of 
a monaſtick Life, we were continually forming Schemes 
of Eſcaping, tho' ſuch wild and chimerical ones, as 
only ſerved to make us laugh, and never were intended 
to be put in Practice. 

But above all the Myſteries De Rerrewilie imagincd 
herſelf ſkilled in, was the Interpretation cf Pre2ms : 
Ste pretended to be Xliſtreſs of great Fecreis on that 
icore, and would perſuade us ſne could draw Concluſions 
from everv Image, which the ever waking Fancy pre- 
ſents while the Body is afleer thu” my ſelf as 
well as Saint #7n's was above giving credit to anv ſuch 
Fo:lies, yet we could not help beiug a little merry at 
the ſerious Air ſie put cn, wheneve: ſi e talk'd on tieſe 
Affairs. Few Mornings pait over without her relatin 
to us ſome Dream of the preczeding Night, ard then 
would needs know what ours had been, which ſhe 
conſtrued after ſome rules fe had by Heart; this ſhe 
took ſuch pleaſure in, that whenever we were weary of 
her Company, it was but to tell ker we did not deperd 
on any thing ſhe ſaid ont, Svbject, and this would fo 
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mortify her that ſhe would run away directly, and go 
to others more believing. 

One F.vening as I was fitting with Saint Agnes in my 
Cell, ſhe came running in with a fati:faction in her Eyes, 
as had we been leſs acquainted with her Humour, we 
ſhould have imagined had denoted no leſs than, that flie 
had heard News of being delivered trom the Convent— 
Now, ſaid the, embracing us, my dear Saint Agnes, my 
dear Franetta, you'il never think me impertinent 
azuin : I have get an infallivle .ecret to know what ſhall 
happen to every ore of u -O how rejoiced I am—con- 
tinued fic, clapping ker Hands, and jumping a Yard 


from the Floor ; We cculd not forbear laughing at the 


- 
* 


*Tranfport fic was in; Nay, nay, 'tis no Jelt, reſumed 
ae; Il engage when you know it, you'll be as much 
raviſh'd with it as I am— ook here ſaid 
ihe, taking a Book. out of her Pocket here it is, 
and in Print too; judge if one can doubt of the 
Truth. I opened the Book to pleaſe her, and found the 
Title was, A Treatiſe on Dreams, and their e ue 
Sientfications, arith many curious Secrets, to excite the 
Mind to operate, while the Senſes were at reſt. I here 
were ieveral Rletheds laid down to procure what the 
Pitle expreſt, but I ſhall relate only one, which if we 
tad not made ute on, we ſhould never have been free 
from the importunities of De Renncville, 

It was to go to Bed two Nights without cating any 
Supper, and on the third Day refrain from Dinner, 
taking no other Nouriſhment in four and twenty Hours, 
tian a Cake made of half a Pound cf Flower, without 
the leait Grain of Salt, or Butter, and worked up with 
the Greaſe cf a black Hen, and rain Water. 

Ihe black Hen made a great impreſſion on the Mind 
of this ſuperſtitious young Lady that alone was 
ſuTcient ro mike her warrant the Efficacy of it 
we both complied with her requeſt, to make a trial at 
lJea!t, ond it uns not to be doubted but ſhe would expe- 
rience it herle;t- ſo we all tnree, at different times 


pietended Indiipoſition, to be excuſed appearing in tae 
Reſedlory. 
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Saint Agnes was the firlt inititated, and when De 
Renneville impatient to hear the Proof of what the 
ſeemed fo certain of, called me to go with her into the 
Cell of that beautiful Nun ſhe aſſured us that ſhe 
had had a very extraordinary Dream [ knew 
it I knew it, ſaid Madamoiicile De Rennevilk : 
O, the black Hen could not fail. 

Bat her 1 riumph laſted not long, ſor Saint Agnes pro- 
ſently added, that indeed it was *rue ſhs had dreamed 
ſomething, which had ſurprized her for the time it 
laſted ; but that on her waking ſhe could not remembes 
any one particular of it. I Taughed heartily and Ye 
Renneville looked down, but at Tength recovered her- 
ſelf, and laid the blame on Saint Agnes for having dran's 
twice aiter eating the Cake, whereas it was expreſsly 
forbid to take a ſecond Draught. I had no Curiolity 
however to make this trial; but I was fo teized that I at 
laſt conſented, and took care to follow all the Directions 
to a tittle. 

It was not common with me to dream, yet whether 
talking ſo much on it, or whether there was really any 
Fei in the Secret I cannot tell, but that Night I had 

2 Dream, or rather Viſion ſo ſingular, and ſo interell- 
in g, that I never mention it without thinking I have 
Nil the Images before my Eyes, which then preſented 
theriſeives to me my Reaſon tells me, it was 
meerly accidental, nevertheleſs it had an exact conformity 
with the Adventures which befcl me ſince. 

i thought I had left the Cunvent, and had wandered 
into a troubleſome Road, full of "Thorns and Priarc— 
The difficulty I found to pals it, made me caſt my Eyes 
about for ſome better Fath, ard ſoon perceived thro? 
the opening of a Hedge, one that ſcemed very plain and 
ſmooth it was of a gcod dillance.trom me; but my 
de uires of reaching it, made me direct my ſteps that W ay, 
and ſtruggle through a thouſand Obſtacles ſometimes 
my Feet were cut with tlc rough flinty Pebbles, whica 
lay ſcattered up and down before me lorzetime: ] 
had much ado to preſerve my elf from fa ing ir. to 
S.02gks and Quagmires- in ſome Places huge 176, 
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which Hurricanes had torn up by the Roots ſtopped my 
advancing, in others Erambles and Nettles twined ahout 
my Legs, and entungled me ſo that J had ſcarce Power 
to exuigate mylclt——YWatps, Hornets and other vene- 
nous Int came abcut me, like fo many Swarms of 
Les, and! rover Mould rave got to the Path I ſo much 
V.iihed, had not a Strar ger that Inſtant appeared on it, 


1 0 


and pointed out a Paiſaze wich brought me eaſily to 
him; 1 va: no {orner arrived, than he began to lead the 
wan, beckening to me to follow, and ever and anon 
totning back and ſmiling on me, but never ſpoke to me 
tue We ze Jime. He was habited in Black, but had fo 
p eaing an Aipcc, that I apprehended no danger from 
lim, an nd vent aſter hin as fait as I could. 

Wie tre velled in ch 15 Manner for about half a Leagre, 
and then came to a large tream, which cut the Road in 
two, | {aw there was no getting to the other ſide with- 
out croſüng this Water, which appeared very rough and 
rapid, io Rood trembiin gon the Banl: without knowing 
how to procced, „hen my Guide, who was at ſome 
Diſtance beſcre me, ſeemed to make nothing of this 
Difficulty ; but Wa red over the Surface cf the Water, 
with the fame ente he had done on dry Land, he en- 
CU 5 = me by his Ceſtmes to ſollow his Example; 
but te fear af being t ned Preventes mc He 
laughed at at my 1 micicy and {li pe ſiſted in inviting me, 
and had convinces . e, might venture without Danger, 
when | heard a Vcice in the e Air, which ſaid to me 
IJtanuelie Iteneita, take care if ronrfelfe if you 
;aſs tre Terrert, you ot 4; lo dec ly a Atonſter 
liſted up my ICs at theſe Words, and ſaw above my 
Head, a great Nlachine, on which fat a Woman of a 
maje dich. Ferm, and beautcous Countenance, her Throne 
appre:cd to me like the Stern of a Ship, adorned with ſe- 
veral Strea mers waverivg in the Wir d, on which were 
v rote in Capitals cf Gold, theſe Words. 

YOU C. i WITHUUT VIRTUE ARRIVE 

AT DUN DESIRED PORT. 
I gized with Aloniſhment, but in a Moment all diſap - 
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then caſt my Eyes with a melancholly Air towards 
the Stream, wicre nil faw the Klan 1 mentioned, re- 
duubiing bis Enveatics that I Wegla cone over 3 but 
vat I had ſeen and heard would net taker me to be pre. 
vailed upon, and I turned hall:ly away, reſolving to re- 
turn tho* ] kne.v nt where—Curiofity making me lovle 
back, when 1 had gone a few Faces, I was i.rangely 
ſurprized to find the agreeau:e Stranger was turned 
imo the moit hideous Aieniir, that imagination can 
ſu; 8 el. \—— Vas terriſed beyon d Deſcrip tion at the 
horrid Ne.am rr huftis ; out much more fo when I ſaw 
him in full Tpeed purſuing me Fear gave me in- 
credivie Swiftneſs 1 thought I was in en Inſtant a 
vaſt Diſtance from him, and looking benird me once 
mere the dreadful Form was vaniſh'd; but 11. 
ilead of the clear and * Sky I ſaw before, there ay 

ared in the P:ace of the Stream, a thicl: black \!i?, 
E forty peſtiſerous Vapours to the very Heavens, 
Sudden Flaſues of Lightuing every Moment 
darted from the C! ouds, follo- wed by The molt Creadiul 
Durſts of Thunder the Proſpect was too ſhocking 
to be long endured, and I began to run again with all my 
ſpeed. 

The Path ſeemed now to enlarge itſe!f gradually, an. 
at laſt brought me to a fine Meadow, covered wii: 
Graſs, and enriched with a thouſand various Flowers, 
the produce of Nature without the help of Art 1 
moſt magnifcent Palace, terminated the deiightiul 
Proſpect Heaven be praiſed, ſaid I to my!e't, 
I hope my "Troubles now are at an end this I alac 
muſt certainly be inhabited, and ſome one there will 
have Pity on me, and admit me On this I ad- 

vance ] towards the Building, but was cruelly diiip- 

pointed when I came near it, and was not ab'e to find 
any Gate | went round it, examined the Walls 
in every Part, but cculd perceive no Entrance 
During this employ ment, Night came ou 
was ſet Darkness began to cover the whale Hemil- 
phere the remembrance of the ſariou 5 Nlonnler [ 
had ſo lately ſeen came frei into my Mind and alarmed 
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me dreadſully I ſhall be devoured, cryed J, nos 


power on Earth can ſave me. 

As I was in this Perplexity, a Lamb wheſe Fleece 
I theught excelled in M hiteneſs the new fallen Snow, and 
was adorned with Flowers and Ribands, came and fawned 
upon me; he appeared ſo iweet and beautiful, that I 
could nct forbear careſſing him; with which he ſeemed 
delighted, and at laſt leoking up in my Face, he opened 
his Mouth and amazed me, with uttering in a diſtinct 
human Voice the following Words; 

Fell; mer, JEANETTA, lovely JEANETTA, and T 


Aias, charming Lamb, replied I, how can that be 
when I bave vainly fought all round it for an Entrance? 
i anſwered in this manner believing he had meant that 
glorious Structure before us ; but he took no notice of 
my Miſtake (is it afterwards proved) and only ſaid, 

Fill;wv me, and I will find you a Gate. 

J did as he bid me, but was a little troubled to find he, 
paſſed by the Palace I fo much admired, and longed to 
be 2dmitted into. A range of Buildings, which I had not 
c>ſcrved before, was at a (mall Diſtance from it; but as 
1::eouiar and ill formed as the other was beautiful 
the Walls indeed were high, but black and frightful— 
11 Entrance vaily wide, through which I faw Crowds 
of eop'e hurrying in, but very few at leaſt while I was 
there, came aut; this a little ſtruck me, and I flopped 
to contider What 1 was about the Lamb did all he 
could d pberfuade me to go forward, but I replied, that 
: had no Incl ination to enter; this not being the beautiful 
Palace I had ſeen before, and into which only I was 
am hitious of being admitted. | 

Ihe ſzeming Lamb on this refuſal, appeared incenſed. 
and raiſing himſelf up on his hind Legs, cryed, Stuce 
So/tncfs fails ta move thee, it is fit I HC how myſe!r ty 
thee ſuch as 1 tiul; am; while he ſpoke theſe Words, 
his late lovely Fleece, changed into a harſh grizly Hair, 

i Eyes enlarged themſelves, and Fire ſeemed 
to iſſue from their Ball every Limb took another 
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Form, and I beheid with Terror unconceivable the ſame 
Monſter, who had before deceived me under a human 
Shape He flew directly on me, and I {creamed till 
my Voice ecchoed through the Air. 

I was on the Point of being made his Victim, when 
a Voice loud and ſhrill, but at the ſame time harmonious, 
ſuſpended his Fury: Methought it ſpoke theſe Words 

Holt, fatal Enemy of human Kin: JAN EATTA 
has of her exon Accord, refiied ta co within ti horrid 
Gates T hou, ther fore va? no Right to temps her 
farther Begone, O Vice! the Prey fbe has yiven 
are ſu.cievt 3 and from this Tire forward my Patace hail 
le her Ahdum. 

is poke, the ſame Divinity which I bad ſeen in 
the ir appeared before, the Monſter fled, and the pre- 
ſented her Hand to conduct me, to the fo much wiſhed 
for Palace we entered by a ſteep and narrow Stair-Caſe, 
whica till ſhe ſnewed me I had not diſcovered, and I ſoon 
found myſelf in the midſt of a ſpacious Temple, the 
Throne of Virtue, was placed at the upper End, and ſhe 
who brought me there ſcated herſelf in it ; about her 
thronged not a numerous, but noble Company, in wlote 
Faces Joy and Contentment were moſt beautifully deline- 
ated. However I ſtill methought wanted ſomething more 
to compleat my Happineſs, I looked round me, tho' un- 
knowing what I ſought, when in an Inſtant a lovely 
Perſonage, who they told me was Wiſ.iom, took my 
Hand and led me to the Altar, where 1 Hund the 
the Marquis de L he embraced me with ten- 
derneſs———our Hands were joined my Heart 
unable to contain the overflowing "Tranſport, broke tre 
Bands of Sleep, and I ſtarted up, Crying, O ! why good 
Heaven is all this Deluſion. 

This Viſion indeed ſtrangely affected my walking 
Mind it was then but Break of Day, and I 
thought of nothing elie till Saint Zones and Nadamoilelle 
De Renreville came in and ſorprized me in the Con- 
templation; I'll engage, ſaid the latter. that you have had 
a Dream, and have not forgot it as Sai vt Agres did; as l 
thought her not a proper to be entruſted, and hid 
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2 mind to reſerve that Confidence for my dear Nun, F 
made ule of her Excuſe, and ſaid I remembred —_— 
of it. You are both of you Deceivers, replied ſhe, 
know the Scctet is a good one, and you nave experienced 
the Bencf.t of it, tho? you conceal it from me; but Ill 
try it myſelf nex:, and for your Puniſhment, will follow 
your Example, and be henceforward as reſerved as your 
1lves. She ſpoke this with an air of Spite, and went out 
of the Room, which neither of us were troubled at, eſpe- 
cially mylelf, wlio was impatient to communicate to Saint 
nee how 1 had paſſed the Night. 

She was very much ſurprized at hearing it, and told 
me, the cculd not but be of Opinion there was ſomewhat 
very ſigniſicant in it; you will go through many Diffi- 
cuities and great Temptations, my dear Jeanctta, ſaid 
ſne, but Time and Virtue will at length make you 
happy whereas ſor me no Hope remain my 
Doom is ſxed unalterably fixed! I endeavoured to 
divert her from this Idea ſeeing her Eyes full of Tears; 
and as a little Amuſement made her write down my 
Dream, and we afterwards found a good deal of Satis- 
ſaction in putting down on Paper the Adventures that 
had befallen us. 

One Morning as we were talking on the Miſery it was 
to be condemred to a Cloyſter, without having the leaſt 
Avocation to that ſort of Life; Madamoiſelle De Ren- 
nedille came to tell us, there was a young Lady, who 
leemed to be a Perſon of Quality, juſt come into the 
Houſe She looks extremely melancholly, ſaid the 
taikative Thing, I dare anſwer ſhe is ſome new Victim, 
one may ſee it in the very Air of her Countenance. Both 
myſelf and Saint Agnes, were too much taken up with our 
cn Troubles to give any regard to this piece of News, 
Alas ! I little thought how nearly this concerned me, ſo 
as we did not ſeem in a Humcur to hear her chat, ſhe left 
us, and we reſumed our Converiation: Saint Agnes 
ſcemed that Day more than ordinarily dejected, and 
cryed, ſhe had no longer Courage to ſupport her ill 
Fortune, on which I took an occaſion to tell her, that 
fince ſhe found it an impoſlibility to reconcile herſelf to 


the 


— 


Virgin's Vitory. 201 


the Profeſſion ſhe had been forced into, I thought it ad- 
viſeable to take ſome Methods for being freed fro: nit z 
and perſwaded ler to draw up an account of the wie 
Proceeding, fince ſhe was taken from her IIuſo. we, 
that when a favourable Opportunity arrived, it might b 
ſhewn to the Father of Melicourt, who no doubt 3 
exert all his Intereſt to eſpouſe her Cauſe dais 
Counſel ſeemed to revive her; ſhe immediately tet 
about writing a Memorial of the whote Ai rs an J adled 
to it a Proteſtation againſt her Vows this p. Nee, 
a fortunate tep, tuo 1 then was far * imagiging th 

I ſhould ever be employed in it, or that I vis 04 tus 
Point of being ſeparated from this agreenble Companion 

Juſt as ſhe had made up her Packet, the B31 rang 
to the ReſeRory, on which we made all the haſte we 
could down Stairs, having been often chid by tie Sup2- 
rior for coming late. I took my Place as uſual at the 
Penſioners Table; the young Lady De Rennevill: had 
told us of was there, ſhe roſe when I came in, and 
ſaluted me in a very polite Manner; but, Oh Heavens! 
how great was my Confuſion, when J found in this 
Stranger a Perſon 1 had little reaſon to love 2 
Perſon whoſe very Name I trembled at and vs 
to ſee in this Place, preſaged me nothing but I — 
in fine Madamoi telle O' EHicax. 

I grew pale at this Encounter my Heart beit, 
and an univerſal trembling ſeized me, in to much that 
I fell back fainting in my Chair 25 I was very 
much beloved, both Nuns and Penſioners ran to my 
Relief. Mad imoiſelle D* E/&/. ux among the reit ; 
but not before having obſerved my Face, and now 
knowing me, ſcarted from the Place, crying out, gre 
God! 'tis Fearetta———the inſinuating, the dangerons 
Teanetta ! Ah! want brought her here how 
dare ſhe ſhelter herſelf beneath this tacred Rooſ: 
having been the occaſion of ſuch NMiſcliict: 
Wretch, *tis for ler my Brother breathes his laß 


I recovered enough to hear ſome Part of theſe F.xelama- 
tions, the rel S ιν,ͤ Agnes informed me of; the religinr: 112 
Company, were too much aſtoniſhed to be able to a” 
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ay Queſtions concerning the meaning of what they 
heard, and ſhe went on raving again me, ſaying, I was 
the moſt wicked Creature in the World, and that by 
my Artifices I had cauſed her Brother to be aſſaſſinated 
then as not enduring to lcok upon me, ſhe 
ſew cut of the Room, and klled the whole Convent 
with ler Clamours ; but before I proceed, it will rot be 
Improper to make my Reader acquainted with the Occa- 
non, which ualuckily for me, brought her to this 
Convent. | 
\ Volt d Chambre belongirg to the Chevalier 
JD Z4icax laving been witneſs of the Misfortune, that 
{12d happened to his Mafler, took Poſt, and immediately 
formed Madam his Mother, and that Lady alarmed 
be--514 meaſure at the Danger he was in, was uſt ſetting 
Gut in her Chariot, with her Daughter to go to him, 
when before ſhe got out of the Court-yard a Meſſenger 
arrived from Paris, ſent expreſs by her Huſband the 
Court De N. „who was then in the Paſtile, on 
account of a Duel with another Perſon of Quality; de- 
iiring her to repair immediately to him, in order to ſoli- 
cit his Diſcharge ; this Perſon informed her alſo, that 
there was no Time to be loſt, his Antagoniſt being a 
Man of great Intereſt, The Counteſs was perfectly 
overwhelmed with this ſecond Diſaller—————She re- 
m:i1cd ſome time in a moſt diſtracting ſuſpence, divided 
betv.cen her Duty to her Huſband, and maternal Aﬀec- 
tion for her Son; had ſhe followed the DiQates of her 
Inclination, they would doubtleſs have carried her to the 
Chevalier; but her Reputation, as being known not to 
be cn the befl terms with the Count, and which neglec- 
ting him on fo preſſing an Occaſion would have con- 
t.cmed, at length got the better, and ſhe reſolved to go 
to Paris. Madamoiſelle D'Elbieux was of the ſame 
O-igicn, but the Tenderneſs ſhe had for her Brother 
made her epreſent to the Counteis, that he ought not to 
be chanJorned by all his Family, at a Time when his 
Lie was in fuch eminent Danger, ſo obtained her Per— 
michon to po to Madam De G————'s. But as her 
Cail'e was a ecrhderible way cut ef the Rerd to P _ 
ar 
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and ſhe could not ſet her down there without looſing a 
Whole Day; her Ladyſhip bethouglit herſelf of this 
Convent, near which ſhe was obliged to paſs, and 
having determined what to do, ordered to be drove 
directly hither, where having left her Daughter, ſhe 
went on to Paris, and Madamoilelle D'EHieux Mas to 
take a Poſt-Chaiſe from the Village, and ſo proceed 
to the Caſtile of Madam De G 

My ill Fate ordained it ſo, that when Nladam the 
Counteſs arrived, there was not a Chaile in the whole 
Village to be hired for ker Daughter, and the Superior 
to reme iy that Difficulty, offered to fend to Madam De 
67 for ore to fetch her; this Propoſal was ac- 
cepted with Thanks by the two Ladies, and the Mother 
proceeded on fler Journey, while her Daughter waited at 
our Convent for the coming of the Chaile. 

It was the Cuſtom for Strangers to dine in the Parlour, 
but unhappily for me, Madamoilelle LU* E/tieux entreated 
ſhe might eat in the Reſectory, and that oecaſioned our 
meeting. Chance often produces ſuch odd Events in the 
Affairs of Liſe, that when one makes any Reflection on 
them, they appear rather brought about by Policy and 
Contrivance ; and it is frequently to this, that Perſons 
who make a great Noiſe in the World, either for. 
or bad Conduct, owe the Eſtabliſhment of their Cha- 
racter I have known a lucky Turn ſet up a 
Coward for a Hero, and a Fool for a Politician ; on the 
other Hand, a truly brave Man become rank'd among 
Cowards, and the ableſt Stateſman conſider'd as a Blun- 
derer So true it is that Succels is every Thing, and 
without it, the belt laid Schemes become the Sport ct 
Coxcombs. But to return. 

The outragious Behaviour of Madamoiſelle D* E /5:cu-v, 
drew after her a great Number both of Nuns and Fent:- 
oners to enquire into the Cauſe, and ker Reſentment, or 
I may juſtly fay her Matice againſt me, made her omit 
nothing that ſhe thought miglit leſſen me in their Elteen 3 
ſte gave them the Hiltory of my Birth, made the Paſhon 
1 kad for the Marquis De . appear in the 


molt ridiculous Light, accuſed me of having encouraged 
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ner Brothei's Deſigns upon me, and the betraying him 20 
u Niva! told them I was the moſt artful Hy pocrite 
tunt ever was, and that under a ſeeming Modeſty, couched 
a lemper that rendered it dangerous to hold any Con- 
veriation with me. Let any one judge what influence 
{auch a Repreſentation of me mult have among Perſons 
ſich as it was made to— the Abbeſs above all was par- 
t.cu/ar,y pigued at being impoſed on by Madam De 
ein my Account, and aſſured Madamoile!le 
I. lieux, that fince 1 was ſuch a Creature, ſhe would 
not ſuſſer me to remain long under that ſacred Roof. 

As I was informed of all this by Madamoilelle De 
Rennewille,who would let nothing eſcape her that afforded 
matter of Talk, I paſe'd all that Day and Night in the 
moſt cruel Agitationsz————-the amiable Saint Agnes 
quitted me as ſeldoi as ſhe could, and uſed her utmoſt 
efforts to mitigate my Troubles: Take Courage, my 
dear Feanetta, faid ſhe, you will one Day ſurmont all 
theſe Difficulties, and triumph over thoſe whoſe are 
cauſeleſly your Enemies. I am Prophet enough to aſſure 
you, that every thing that now ſo much diſtreſſes you, 
will hereafter afford you only Satisfaction to reflect upon, 
as Evils paſt, enhance a preſent Good————but con- 
tinued ſhe, you mult practice in the mean Time, both 
Policy and Patience, if you appear too much dejected 
the whole Convent will give credit to what the malicious 
Madamoiſelle D'EIbieux has ſaid of you indeed 
the Venom of her 'Tongue exceeds all Deſcription, and 
J believe ſhe is yet worſe than you who ſuffer ſo much by 
her can conceive————however, you have this Con- 
ſolation, that you are very much beloved here, and every 
one is Icth to harbour an ill Opinion of you. 

Ah! my dear Friend, anſwered I, the force of 
Calumny is great, and finds an eaſy entrance into the 
Mine but that I look not on as the greatelt of my 
Misfertunes 3 when this cruel Woman arrives at the 
Caſtle of Madam De G———have I not cauſe to fear 
her Tears and Remonitrances againſt me vill turn the 
Heart cf my only Protectreis againiſt me the good 


Lady has indeed had trouble enough on my Account, 
and 
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and will not the Reflection of the Miſchiefs I have in- 
nocently occaſioned, render her averſe to eſpouſing me 
any longer I well remember that before theſe 
fatal Accidents, the Letter wrote to her by Madamoiſelle 
D' Elbieux half balanced her againſt me, and had it not 
been for my Behaviour on the Account of the Offers made 
me by Monſieur her Huſband, I knew not whither I 
had fo long preſerved myſelf in her Favour ———but 
added I, there ſeems now no other Probability than that of 
being caſt off for ever—the manner in which ſhe quitted me 
at our laſt Interview—her Silence fince, are all Preſages of 
my being totally abandoned by her, and to compleat my 
Xl isfortunes, I ſhall doubtleſs be turned out of this Con- 
vent, a Place once hateful to me, but ſince honoured 
with your Friendſhip no leſs agreeable————beſides 
where can I wander—— where hope to be received 
who for the future will afford any Aſylum to a Wretch 
whoſe ill Fate is infectious, and brings a train of Miſeries 
to every Place ſhe comes? 

As I was thus lamenting, and the ſweet tempered 
Saint Agnes endeavouring to conſole me, a Meſſenger 
was ſent to call me to the Abbeſs, and told me at the ſame 
Time, that a Chaiſe from the Caſtle being arrived, 
Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux had that Inſtant left the 
Monaſtery. See here, cried I, the beginning of the 
new Misfortunes that attend me. I ſaid no more, but 
Saint Agnes making a Sign that ſhe waited my return in 
her Cell, I followed the Nun who had come for me. 

I entered into the Chamber of Madam the Superior, 
with trembling Limbs, and an akeing Heart, ſhe was 
encompaſled by ſeveral of the oldeit among the Siſter- 
hood, who I heard as I paſſed along were ſpeaking 
with great Vehemence ; but were all ſilent as ſoon as I 
appeared. Come near, ſaid the Abbeſs, Madamoiſelle 
TJeanetta, I deſire you will inform me, as there is no 
room to doubt but you can, the Motives which induced 
Madam De G to impoſe on me, by making-you 
paſs for her Neice—had ſhe thought fit to have made me 
a Confidant in this Affair, perhaps it had been better for 
you, eſpecially as I have many Obligations to that 

| Lady, 


_ 


206 The Virtucus Fillager; or, 


Lady, and never bluſhed to acknowledge them 
the whole Convent here caryteltify I never went about to 
conceal the leaſt Part of the Favours 1 have received 
from her in all appearance you are very dear to 
her, the adopting the Daughter of a poor Peaſant is a 
convincing Proof of it lon'c be under any Confuſion, 
continued ſhe, iceing the Colovr come into my Face at 
this reproach, you came too well recommended to a 

prehend any ill treatment from me, notwithitanding all 
has been ſaid to perſuade me to a contrary Behaviour 
but don't think to deceive me any longer [ know 
too much not to be made acquainted with the whole, and 
that alone can entitle you to an Abode here——conſider 
therefore, whether it is beſt for you to make me your 


Friend, or to provide for yourſelf elſewhere. 


This Diſcourſe coming from the Mouth ef 2 Perſon 
reverend for her Years, as well as Profeſſion, made me 
ſhed Tears ; while I was drying my Eyes, I had time 
to reflect what Anſwer J ſhould make, and concluded 
not to comply with her Deſires, or pretend to give any 
Explanation of my Afﬀairs, till I had heard from Madam 
De G———, who I doubted not but after ſeeing Mada- 
moiſelle D' Elbieux would come to lome Reſolution about 
me, and either tend a Meſſenger, or write to me what 
I had to depend upo- io I replicd to the Abbeſs 
that I knew Madamoiſelle D' Ee too well to expect 
any thing from her but ill Offices; but as to the Aſ- 
perſions ſhe had loaded me with, Time would beſt declare 
whither I merited them or not I added that I liad 
nothing that I deſired to keep ſecret either from her or 
the whole Convent ; but as Madam De G—had been 
pleaſed to introduce me, I thought it would be a Breach 
of the Duty owing from me to that Lady, if I ſaid any 
thing farther than ſhe had been pleaſed to reveal, without 
receiving Per m iſſion from her; and that, tho' I found 
nothing in the Convent, but what was perfectly agreeable 
tome, I was ready to quit it, if it ſhould be abſolutely 
required i ſhuuid do fo. 

The Abbeſs ſeemed a little ſurprized at the Reſolution 
with which 1 expreſſed myſelf, and after whiſpering to 
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ore of the Nuns, made a Sign to me to retire, which I 
gladly did, making a profound Reverence, and went to 
meet Saint Agnes in her Cell, where ſhe impatiently ex- 
pected me. 

I fourd her in Tears, and was obliged to comfort her 
in my turn; the Apprehenſions of loling me alarmed her 
cruelly, ſhe had no other Perſon in whom ſhe durſt 
conhde, and had received as well as myſelf many Ad- 
vantages in the mutual Truſt we repoſed in each other, 
and which neither of us were capable of abuſing ; and 
ſare there are Pleaſures in the ſociety of a faithful Friend, 
a kind cf ſecond- elf to whom one may ſafely commu- 
nicate the ſecret Wiſhes of one's Heart, which not only 
give a doub'e reliſh to good Fortune, but are an infinite 
Relief in the molt ſharp and poignant Diſappointments 
We paſt the remainder of that Day in the moſt tender 
Proteitations of preſerving an everlaſting Regard to each 
otner, nor parted till the Night was very far advanced. 

Notwithſtanding the perplexity of my Mind, I was 
very near falling a ſleep, when I heard the Door of my 
Cell open, and ſomebody come in I could not 
help being frighted, not being able to imagine who 
ſhould enter at ſuch an Hou — are you awake, 
beautiful Feanetta, ſaid Saint Agnes, for it was ſhe ? 
O Heaven! is it you, cried I, then ventering to lift - 
my Head above the Cloaths, I proteſt you ſet me into 
a Fit of Trembling. Whom but me, reſumed ſhe, 
ſmiling, or one like me could you expect in this Place, 
in any other indeed, a Lover might have been 
natural enough ; but our Hiſtory will afford no ſuch 
Adventures, eſpecially as the Men are much leſs enter- 
priſing in theſe Times, than the former, if we give 
credit to Romances: In finiſhing theſe Words ſhe ſet 
down a Candle ſhe had brought with her, and placed 
herſelf on my Bed-ſide. She had on a Night Dreſs, 
which became her ſo perfectly well, that I could not 
forbear complementing her upon it. Alas, faid ſhe, 
how can you amuſe yourſelf with taking notice of ſuch 
Trifles ; but it is a proof that we Women, tho' taken up 
with the molt {erious Affairs, have always a ſpare Place 

in 
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in our Minds, for every thing that relates to Beauty—— 
ought I not rather to have expected you ſhould have 
aſked me what had induced me to diſturb you at this 
Jate Hour? Take care, cried I, in the ſame tone, that 
I dont accuſe you of as great an Impropriety is 
it poſſible for any thing 1o dear to me as you are to give 
me any Diſturbance; but you ſeem to have Letters in 
your Hand, continued I perceiving ſhe had Papers, have 
you received any News ? Alas ! from who ? ſaid ſhe, 
theſe are what we wrote together the other Day. I was 
no ſooner in Bed than 1 reflected on what had paſſed 
yeſterday and to-day, and as | judge it will not be long 
before you leave this Place, I thought it would be « 
neceſlary Precauticn to commit this Memorial and Pro- 
teſtation to your care, while 1 had an Opportunity; for 
who knows but your Departure may be too precipitate, 
and we may be too much obſerved for me to do it at the 
Time of taking leave————1 beg alſo, that as ſoon as 
your own Affairs are a little ſettled, you will get theſe 
Papers conveyed by a ſafe Hand, to the Father of Me- 
licourt———you ſee I have ſome Self. intereſt, mingled 
with my Friendſhip ; but I only enjoyn this in Caſe I 
am ſo unhappy as to looſe you ; and the Certainty that 
you will not negle& me in a Buſineſs on which my very 
Life depends, is all the Conſolation I have in the 
Thoughts of being ſeparated from you. 

I ſhall be far from attending the Certainty of my Fate 
for the getting theſe Papers delivered, anſwered I, you 
may depend upon it, my dear Saint Agnes, that when 1 
quit your Society, to prove the Sincerity of my Friend- 
ſhip to you, and the Regard 1 ſhall always bear to the 
precious remembrance of it, ſhall be the firſt of my 
Cares have too much experienced the Torments 
of Suſpence myſelf, to leave you a Prey to them, when 
] ſhall be happy enough to have it in my power to rid 
you of them it was indeed my Duty to have 
prevented your Deſires on this Occaſion, and entreated 
you would entruſt me with ſo material a Negotiation 
that I did not do ſo, my Perplexities can only excuſe— 
but I will endeavcur to atone for it by my future Diit- 
gence, CAliut 
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Saint Agnes teſtified her Gratitude for this aſſurance 
by a tender Embrace, after which we paſſed great Part 
of the Night, in conſulting on proper Meaſures for the 
delivery of theſe Letters, and for conveying the Anſwers 
to her, I took down in Writing the Names of the Per- 
ſons and Places ; and when we had fixed on every Thing 
proper to be done, ſhe retired to her own Cell, and left 
me to my Repole. 

Two Days paſſed over without my hearing any News, 
and what I ſuffered in this Uncertainty, of what was to 
be done with me, was not much inferior to the knowing 
the worſt that could be decreed— On the Third, how- 
ever, about ten in the Morning I was relieved ; Madam 
De rote a Letter to the Superior; deſiring 
her to put me into the Hands of the Bearer, without 
mentioning any Thing farther, than that ſhe would ſee 
her in a ſhort 'I'ime. I was with her when this Expreſs ar- 
rived, at which ſhe ſhook her Head in Token of being 
not well pleaſed, and cried out, this is myſterious indeed ! 
Then ordered me to pack up my things, and went to 
her Cloſet to write an Anſwer to Madam De G 
Saint Anges who was preſent would have accompanied 
me; but ſhe was ordered to keep her Place they 
doubtleſs had ſome Suſpicion, that ſhe would take the 
Opportunity of my leaving the Convent, to charge me 
with ſome Commiſſion ; but as it happened, they took 
this Precaution a little too late {o true it is, that 
one ought not to defer any Thing till to-morrow, that 
one can do to-day. 

I went to my Cell, with a great Conſuſion of Mind; 
but that did not hinder me from getting myſelf ready in a 
very little Time; and as ſoon as I was fo, I went to 
Madam the Superior's Chamber, to take my leave of 
her, which ſhe received with a great deal of Coldneſs ; 
but it was not ſo with the Community as well as Pen- 
ſioners, every one of them embraced me, and gave me 
all the Demonſtrations of their good Will, that can be 
imagined, and much more than I expected: Even the 
gay De Renneville ſhed Tears, but poor Saint Agnes 
wept bitterly, as 1 kiſſed her, and ſqueezed her by the 
Hand. Till 
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Ti'l now I had not ſeen the Perſon who was ſent for 
me; but was extremely pleaſed when I found it was 
Chriſtina, the fivourite Woman of Madam De G——- 
of whom I ſpoke in the ſecond Part of theſe Memoirs. 
Ah, my dear Chriſtina, ſaid I, as we went into the 
Chaiſe, what have you to tell me? Has my excellent 
Beneſactreſs the ſame Pity for me, the has been ac- 
cuſtomed to treat me with? I have many Things, iaid 
ſhe, to acquaint you with; but ſhall defer the Recital, 
till we get out of the Village then looking on me 
more earneſtly than ſhe hid done before, Oh Heaven! 
added ſhe, how you are altered! Nothing, anſwered J, 
ought to be leſs ſurprizinz, I have not enjoyed one Nio- 
ment's Pcace ſince I came into this Convent, and Grief 
you know is no Friend to Beauty ; but I have this to 
conſole me, that if a ſmall Affliction ſerves to caſt me 
down, a little Contentment is ſufficient to re-eſtabliſh 
me. 

It would be but impertinent to ſay I was impatient for 
the News ſhe brought me, the Reader will ezſily be- 
lieve I was extremely ſo—as foon as I found we were in 
the open Country, I reminded Chri/tina of her Promiſe ; 
yes, beautiful Feanetta, anſwered ſhe, I have abundance 
to ſay ; for I love you too well to conceal any Thing 
from you dare lay a Wager you'll not be able 
to gueſs who is the occaſion of your being taken from the 
Convent. No, faid I, ſure the thing is not ſo much a 
Rid ile could be removed only by the Good- 
neſs of Madam De G————or the Malice of Mada- 
moiſelle D' Etieux. 

No, anſwered ſhe, it is the Chevalier D'E/b:icux, at 
the Point of Death, he repents him of the Injuries he 
has done you———— He begs with ſincere Tears to lee 
you, and knowing the Averſion his Siſter has to you, 
has made her promiſe to receive you kindly that 
young Lady on her arrival at our Houſe, was fo outra- 
geous againſt you, that my Miitreſs without quarrelling 
with her, could not urge any thing in your behalf; 
but ſhe is grown much more moderate fince her Brother 
has declared his Intentions, and to pleaſe him * 
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ſented to a friendly behaviour toward you; ſhe even 
ſeems concerned to have ever been your Eremy; but 
alas ! "tis eaſy to perceive this Change is but affected, 
and that ſhe ſtill retains a ſecret Rancour in her Heart. 

I know her, ſaid I, and ſhall never place any Confi- 
dence in her but what more have you to tell me, 
continued 1? What do they ſay of me? in 
what manner am I to be diſpoſed ? Ah, Feanctta, 
'f canctta, replied ſhe, "tis eaſy to ſee the lovely Mar- 
quis 15 not forgotten by you, and that under all theſe 
Queſtions, the defire of hearing fomewhat of him 1s 
principally couch'd ; and tho' it is what I am poſ:tively 
forbid, I think the command too unjuſt to be obeyed, 
and will let you into the ſecret of every thing, depend- 
ing on your Diſcretion never to let it be kaown 1 have 
tranſgreſſed my Orders. 

The ſame Day, continued the obliging Chriſtina, that 
Madame De G came back from viſiting you at 
the Monaſtery, ſhe received a Letter from the Marquis, 
who begged in the moſt pafſicnate Terms to hear News of 
you; adding that he ſtill flattered himſelf a Time would 
come in which he might be allowed to make her a ſuita - 
ble and publick acknowledgement, for the Protection ſhe 
had been ſo good to grant you. The Valet de Chanibre 
who brought this, had Orders from his Lord to ſee you, 
and ] ſuppoſe to deliver you a Letter alſo, had but juſt 
Time to receive an Anſwer from Madam De G 
fhe obliging him to return immediately, being under 
apprehenſions that the Marquis ſhould not be ſoon. 
encugh apprized, that his Adventure with the Chevalier 
IY Elkieux, made more Noiſe than he imagined, and 
that his Valet if he made any Stay would be arreſted. 

My Lady's Fears were but too juſtly grounded, Da- 
bois had not left the Caſtle two Hours before an Exempt 
arrived with Letters de Cachet to ſearch for, and ſeize 
the yourg Marquis De I V——the Chevalier 
D' Elticux, you, my dear Jeanetta, and all concerned 
in that unhappy Affair. Not only the Caſtle, but the 
Village alſo ſuffered the ſtricteſt Scrutiny imaginable— 
So confident was the Exempt of finding thoſe he ay 
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for, and ſo exact in the execution of his Orders, that ke 
would have taken the Chevalier out of his Bed and 
carried him away; had not the Surgeons who attended 
him, declared that to remove him in that Condition 
would be murder. On this he was obliged to content 
himſelf with drawing up a Proceſs, and having left him 
in the Cuſtody of proxer Cfh:ers, returned to give an 
Account how far he had proceeded. Monſieur De G— 
ſet out at the ſame Time, and having joined his Intereſt, 
with that of the Friends of the Parties concerned, the 
Affair was a little mitigated, and thoſe troubleſome Guelits 
the Soldiers ordered to leave the Caitle ; but tho? the 
Marquis as well as the Chevalier is connived at by par- 
ticular Favour, the former is forbid appearing in Publick 
till farther Orders, and as for your Part, lovely 
TJ eanetta, you are entirely exempted from the Grace 
granted to your rival Lovers ; the Court being informed, 
that you were the Cauſe of this Duel has commanded, 
that whenever, or wherever you ſhall be found, you ſhall 
forthwith be ſeized, and put in Priſon. Ah! my God, 
cried I, then 'tis to deliver me up that I am ſent for 
from the Monaitry. No, no, anſwered ſhe, I ain very 
certain that while you are with my Lady you will be 
ſecure, but as to how ſhe intends to place you after- 
wards I cannot pretend to ſay; but I ſuppoſe you will 
know it from her own Mouth. 

All that I can tell you farther is, that the moſt im- 
P'acable Enemy you have is the old Marquis De L—V—, 
it was his Reſentment againſt you, that firſt occaſioned 
your Name to be inſerted in the Letter de Catebet, and 
on his hearing you had eſcaped the ſearch, and ſuſpec- 
ting my Lady had concealed you ſomewhere, he wrote 
a Letter to her, in which he ſeverely reproached her, 
tor having given you ſhelter in her Caſtle, which he ſaid 
occaſioned the Rencounter that endangered his Son's Life. 
In fine, he will be ſatished, with no leſs than your Con- 


hinement during Life he offers to pay your Pen- 
ſion in a Monaſtry, or even a Dowry with you, if you 
will become a Nun She was going on, but I was 


too much intereſted to forbear interrupting her to * 
What 
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what Madam De G ſaid to all thi. Il can- 
not reſolve you ſo far, replied Chri/tina, her Ladyſhip 
has not communicated her Thoughts to me on that Sub- 
ject ; but there is no probability ſhe will abandon you 
the charge ſhe gave me to draw up the Glaſſes, and hide 
you as much as poſſible, from the Sight of any one as we 
paſs through the Village, may convince you how ſoli- 
Citous ſhe is that you ſhould not be apprehended. 

Ihe Good-nature of this Woman made her add much 
more ior my Conſolation; but all ſhe could urge was 
ineffectual ; Fear and Grief had the Aſcendant over all, 
and I gave mvſe'f up to Tears, and to Complainings— 
I regretted a thouſand J'imes during this little Journey, 
that I had ever left the homeiy Cottage, where I firſt 
ſaw Light Ah! my dear Father, Mother, Siſter 
and Relations, cried I, Low eaſy were my Days, when 
under your Protection -O] that I were with you 
again in the ſaſe and peaceful Village, harraſſed with no 
Cares, diverted with innocent and ſimple Pleaſures, my 
Sleep unbroken, and my waking Thoughts entirely un- 
diſturbed ; but alas, thoſe happy Times are pait, and 
never never ſhall I ſee the like again. 

In this melancholly Humour, did I continue till we 
reach'd the Village, where agreeable to her Lady's 
Orders, the good Chriixa ſet herſelf in my Lap, and 
took ail imaginable care to conceal me ; the Poitilion, 
u ho had likewiſe his Inſtructions, did not ſet us down 
till we came into the inner Court of the Caftle, whence I 
paſs'd by a Pair of back Stairs into the Cloſet of Madam 
De G—. Chriſtina ran immediately to let her know I 
was there, while I waited her approach with a palpitation 
of Heart, and a trembling that I cannot exprels. 

I ſee you then once more, my poor Feanetta, ſaid that 
Lady as ſhe came into the Room, indeed your Fate is 
very averſe————l wiſh 1 had never ſeen you 
I love you too well not to take part in your Sufferings, 
and tho' you are far from meriting theſe Xlisfortunes, 
yet you are net the leſs wretched what to do for 
you, or with you I know not Chriſtina has doubt- 
les told you what has happen'd, and how ſtrenuoaſly 

Monſieur 


W_ 
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Monſieur the Marquis De L— Y—preſles to have you 
put into his Hands. Monſieur De G is alſo 
of Opinion that I ought to comply with that Nobleman's 
Requeſt, who has engaged his Word and Honour, that 
you ſha!l be treated with all imaginable Lenity and In- 
dulgence yet notwithſlanding this, the Friendſhip 
I have for you, renders me fearful and irrelolute. 

Ah, Madam, cried I, throwing mylelf at her Feet, 
have pity on the unfortunate F eanetta ; if you forſake 
me, I ſhall die with Grief and Deſpair. Tho' I ſhould 
even depend on the Promiſes of Monſieur the Marquis, 
in ſpite of the Reaſons he has to be diſſatisfied with me, 
have I not cauſe to dread freſh Adventures, perhaps, 
more fatal than the paſt will enſue you know his 
Son, and may gueſs what his Paſſion for me will make 
him do————2o ſooner would he hear J was in his 
Father's Power, than he would hazard every Thing to 
ſee me, and deliver me from my Confinement 
thoſe who had the charge of guarding me would doubt- 
leſs oppoſe it, what migl.t not then be the Conſequence 
what Miſchiefs, Murder. diſtracting Thoughts 
O fave me, Madam, from theſe new Difſaiters turn 
me rather out to wander in the Woods commit my 
future Fate to chance let me go hence this Night. 
FI! hide my ſelf among Rocks, and take my Ledging in 
a Cave, rather than by my unlucky Preſence, create 
Confuſion among thoſe whom I would die to pleale. 

Comfort yourielf, replied that excellent Lady, per- 
ceiving I was in great Agitation, I will conſider farther 
on your Affair, and when I have reſolved ſhall let you 
know in the mean Time ftay here, while I goto 
the Chevalier's Chamber, and ſee if he is in a Condi- 
tion to receive you for four and twenty Hours he 
has done nothing but call for you his Siſter, as I 
ſuppoſe my Woman has informed you, has endeavcured 
all ſhe could to divert him from the deſire of ſeeing you, 
but this Contradiction had like to proved fatal; it thiew 
him into a Fit little different from Death itſelf, and 
Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux grieved to the oul for hav- 


ing been the Cauſe, implored his Pardon, and * 
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him ſhe would henceforward be your Friend, and if you 
were brought hither give you the ſincereſt Welcome 
the unhappy Chevalter teſtifed how Kindly he took this 
Promie by a thouiand Embraces, then ſaid, that if he 
cod once ſpeak to you, he would give contentꝰto every 
body. He ſent immediately after this for a Notary, 
who they ſay has made his Will the poor young 
Gentleman is very ill, the Phyſician. affirm he cannot re- 
cover without a Mirac'e, his Fever being continually 
upon. him Farcwel!, Feanetta, added ſhe, as ſhe 
went cut you ſhall ſoon hear from me be as 
caly as you can Perhaps the ſupreme Director of 
our Actions wili have Compaſiion on you. 

Madam De Gas ſcarce out of the Cloſet, be- 
fore Madamoitel'e D' Eibieux appeared ſhe turned 
Pale at Sight of ine, and I doubt not but I did the fame ; 


| ſhe had however more Courage than I, and was the firſt 


that advanced, ſo great a 'I'rembling ſeized me, that I 
was incapable. of even meeting her, as the vaſt Diſparity 
between our Births required 1 ſhould have done 
Deareſt Feanetta, faid that Lady, I flatter myſelf, from 
a perfect Confidence in your Goodneſs, that you will 
pardon all the Vexations I have occaſioned you——the 
Fears I was always in of the XIisfortune that has now 
happened, made me look upon you with an Eye of 
Enmity ; but the Entreatics of my Brother, and the 
Patience with which you have born my ill Treatment, 
have entirely extinguiſhed all my Animoſity but 
my Brother's Condition allows no time for Ceremony) — 
come with me to ſee him, perhaps your Preſence will 
contribute to reilore him to me———alas, 1 fear they 
conceal half his Danger from me. 

This Behaviour of Madamaielle D'EIieux was ex- 
tremely touching to me, a Perſon fincere in their own 
Nature is eaſily impoſed upon, by the appearance of it 
in others. I could make no reply to what ſhe ſaid, but 
returned her Embrace, accompanied with Tears, and 
perceiving ſhe waited for me, preſented her my Hand, for 
her to lead me to the Chamber of the Chevalier—the mo- 
ment we came within the Do be of good Heart, 


my 
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my dear Brother ſaid ſhe, here is Franetta come to 
viſit you Jeanetta whom I ſhall henceforth 
love with the greateſt 'Tendernefs nay doat upon, 
if I find the Sight of her as efficatious as I hope it will 
bea pale and d ath-like Hand, then put the 
Curtain back, and ſtrait I heard a feeble Voice cry, 
where, where 1s ſhe if I ſee her I ſhall die content. As 
the Room was darkned they brought Candles, and I 
advanced towards the Bed-hde tho*' not without ſome 
terror, remembering the Diſpoſition he had been of; but 
that immediately vaniſhed, and a real Compaſſion ſuc- 
cceded when I found the State he now was in. 

Since I ſee you again, ſaid he, I have nothing more 
to aſk in relation to this World forgive me, O! too 
beautiful Feanetta, for the effects of an ungovernable 
Paſion————the Nlisfortunes J have brought upon you, 
my Death will ſoon atone————O ! may all knowing 
Heaven convince you of my ſincere Contrition for my 
criminal Deſigns upon your innocence All I with 
to live for, is to give you Proofs of it, and to ſhew the 
World that divine Grace has enlightned my Heart, to 
ſee with abhorence the Blackneſs of my Attempts to 
ſeduce ſo perfect a Virtue. 

In the room cf theſe wild Defires, continued he, 
with which I was formerly poſſeit, accept I beſzech you, 
lovely Maid, the fincereit Friendſhip and the pure:: 
Wiſhes, and believe that whether I live or die, I am in- 
capable of changing the Sentiments I now have for you— 
let the Marquis know when nut you ſee him, that I 
regret the Diſquiets I have occaſion'd him as for 
yours I will make ſome ſmail reparation—— — 

As he was ſpeaking ſome twitching Anguiſh ſeized 
him, and he broke off for a Moment, then cried out, O 
Feanctta, Feanctta, pray Heaven to forgive my Crimes, 
you. Innocence w Il obtain Mercy for me 


then lifting up his Hands and Eyes, ſeemed to pray in- 
ternally ; after which he turned to his Valet de Chambre, 
and bid him give him what he had ordered him to ſeal. 
The Gentleman than delivered him a Packet, which he 
preſented to me, ſaying, accept this, as ſome Part i 

Compen 
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Compenſation for the Troubles I have cauſed you 
It is a Contract for twenty thouſand Francs left me by 
an Uncle, fo of no Prejudice to my Famil). 
Madamoiſelle D*' Elbieax is already appried of it, 
approves my Intention, and has promiied to make ſome 
Addition to it is it not true, my dear Sitter, you 
have loved me too well Living, to oppole my Will alter 
my Death. 

The poor Chevalier who drew Tears from all about 
him, ſeemed to have a glimp:e of joy, when ke beheld 
hi Siſter give me a Rus, as a Contirmation of uhat ke 
ſaid—O, I am ſatisſied— l am totisf.ed, cried le, ti:is is 
what I moſt earne ſtly wile —: have no more to do but to 
implore Mercy from the divine Being, for all the irregu— 
laritics of my Lite, in ipealing ti.ele Words he preixd 
my Hand, weak as he was; then embraczd his iter, 
and having returned Thanks to Niadam De C ur 
all her Favours, and made an obliging Sipn to all pre- 
ſent, his Conſeſſor was called in, and we all retired. 

We palit eight Days in ſuſpenſe for the Chevalier s 
D' Elbieux's Life ſometimes flattered with Hopes, 
at others there appeared not the leait ſign of his Recovery, 
— his Symptoms were ſo various, that the Ph ficians 
were divided in their Opinions ail that Time, but on 
the Ninth agreed, that if the Fever let him in twelve 
Hours he wou!d be out of Danger that Night it 
did ſo; every Body rejoyc:d at the Change, nor was 
] leſs affected with it than the reſt: The Sincerity there 
appeared of his being truly Penitent, made me regard 
him now with as much good Will as 1 beforz had done 
with Detelation, Madamoitelle D' E/b;cax now 
treated me with the utmoſt 'Cenderneſs; it was ſhe 
who came ruining into my Chamber, and brought me 
the firſt News of her Brother's Amendment, declaring 
ai the ſame Time, that if he recovered, ite would ever 
acknowledge herſelf obliged to me alone, under Hleaven, 
for ſo greata Bletling. 1 returned thete Civilities with 
a real Affection Alas ! I little ſuſpected tlat all 
ſhe did was Arti..ce, aud that ſlie feipred to love me 
ouly the eaſter to undo me, and to put in practice Defigns 

Vor. I. L | 
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the was then forming againſt me of the moſt cruel 
Nature. 

The Cheralier PE at laſt obtained rew Life 
and Ilealth, and proved that he had in good wack pa ſo 
rec.,vored theote Sent ment ts of Honour and Sends v. hich 

ad tco long been dead in him. He ſhewed himſelf en- 
tirely cured of his Paſſion for me; but ſcemed opprelt 
with a heavy XIclancholy, and as if he was meditating 
[CIRC important Deſign : This made me ſometimes ap- 
preheniive that ke had but affected a return of Virtue, 
75 was contriving ſome new Enterprize againſt my 

tur M hen we have been once deccived by a 
rer we are apt on every little Accident to ſear "he 
like again; but in this I was happily miſtaken, Cares of 
a diet ent and more ſublime Nature, were now the 
employment of his Thought:———who world hive ex- 
pected it O Providence ! how wonderful are thy 
Decrecs. 

One Evening attended only by his Valet de Chamber, 
the Chevalier went out of the Caſtle, as we ſuppoſed to 
take the Air, after fo long a Confinement ; but not re- 
turning the whole Night all the Family, particularly his 
Sifier, were very much alarmed I had my cwn 
Reflection on this Abſence ; but a5 it ſoon proved, were 
injariovs to him: About Eleven in the Moruing N ladam 
4 C—-——lert for me into her Chamber, 1 found her 
in cats witha Faper in ker Hand, and was apprehen- 
hve cf ſome \iistoitune ; what Madam, cried I, more ill 
News, will my ill Fate never ſuffer me to enjoy a 
Moment's Eate? Don't be alarmed, my dear Fearetta, 
{ai this amiable Lady, 'tis nothing that concerns you, 
or if it dces, no farther ti.in to engage your Pity and 
vcur Wonder but Ian not kcep you in Suſpenſe, 
read this Letter, and judge it it has not a right to make 
an Inipreition on the Air: A; who indecd could have for- 
icen an Event like this! With theſe Words ſhe put the 

Paper into my Hand, and to my great Surprize 1 found 
it contained as follows : 


Ta 
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To the moſl perfet Patroncſi of Virtue Audam De 8 — 


Ardon me, Mladam, that I departe:! without tak in- 
my leave, and thanking you in form for al tic 
Goodneſs with which you have been pleated to lo wur 
me, while I was ſo long and ſo truubletume a Gueit with 
you, and for, yet to me a greater obligation, your Care 
and Protection of that beauteous Innocence, who, but tor 
you, miglit have fallen a Frey to my baſe Deſigns upon 
her, and 1 bad Opportunity to commit a Crime, the Blach- 
nels of which no lime, no Penitence, no Tears, not 
eren thoſe of my vital Blood could have eraced dat 
am ſaved from fo dreadiul, io irreparable a Xliſchi-t, 
and that M irtue triumplis over Vice in the preſervation 
ol Feancttc, is Owing, Madam, to you— Words would 
but poorly 1eprefent the Serie I have of ſuch an excel - 
lence of Nature; bekdes, I am at preſent not enough 
compoſed to attempt it; all that I can ſay is vd never 
Mall be forgotten in my Prayers I have wrote to 
my Siſter to acquit the mighty Debt, far as is in her 
Power I flatter myſelf ſhe will not fail. 

Fatal Experience, Madam, having convinced me, that 
this Life is ſubjected to ncthing but Paſſions and Din- 
pointments, and fully ſenſible, that the Things wi:icu 
teem of molt Importance to us here, and which we 
purſue with the greateit Vigour, are in the Sight of 


Heaven but meer 'I'rifles, often of pernicious Centro: 


to our eternal Happineſs; and that it is ce:tuin' mat 
one Day die, and allo give an Account call my 
Actions, the Terror of thole 1 have, and might hereatter 
be guilty of, ſhould J continue in the World, have de— 
termined me to quit it, and ſeek an Aſylum from the 
'Femprations of it, among the holy Brotherhood or (- 
chins, I have leng been deaf to the Calls of a ccletial 
Voice within me, which bad me retire before it was ton 
late Heaven has at laſt correſponded with my good 
Genius, and enabled me to obe its Pictates, b 
ſhewing me the Gates of Death, and then ſnatching ma 
from them in order that 1 * recollect my Chences,. 

& and 
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and endeavour to atone for all I have been guilty of. 
I doubt not, Madam, but you will applaud my Reſo- 
jution I fly to divine Mercy, and avoid all occa- 
ſions that might endanger a Relapſe into my former 
Courſes I reccmmend to Madamoiſelle D' Elbieux, 
he amiable and virtuous Jeauetta, and hope that till 
dear Maid will in the Siſter's good Offices bury in Ob- 
livion the Memory of the Brother's III I ſend her a 
Diamond whe I before forgot, when ſhe is the Mar- 
chioneſs De L——— 7. , as I doubt not but ſhe 
will, and ſincerely pray that ſhe may, it will become her 
Finger I have now done with theſe Toys for ever 
once more beg the Continuance of your generous 
Cate over Rex till ſhe is ſettled in the World ſhe 
m<e71:s it ail, and 15 the laſt Requeſt of him who is, with 
the greateit Reſpect and Gratitude, 

adam, 
From the Convent Your moſt obliged and 
of Capuchius, aft moſt dewoted Serwant, 
2 D*ELBitux. 


— 4 


accompanied Madam De G in Tears at the 
reading this Letter, and thoſe being a litt!e abated we 
teil into Dil. ourſe concerning the Inſtability of all 
Things in this Worlé the wonderful Revolutions in 
it of dtates as well as private Perſons, and as nothing was 
to Le depended on, could not but allow the Chevalier 
was happy in his Reiolution of quitting—Nothing cer- 
tuinly being to be envied more than a monaſtick Lite, 
when it is entered into by Choice, as nothing more 
d read ful when the effect of Force. 
As we were in this icrious Entertainment, we were on 
a Haden interrupted by NMladamoiſelle D* Elbieux 
She flew into the Koom more like a Fury than a 
Weman, and finding me there loaded me with Re- 
-proaches, as being the occation of her Brother's quittiag 
the World, and ail the Mi:fortunes of her Family, and 
vowed ſhe would be revenged on my unlucky Face, as ſhe 
termed it. In ſpite of the regard hladam De C 
had for her Mother the Cuuncets, ſhe could not help repri- 
manding 
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manding this Sally of Paſſion, and deſired ſhe would c!; io 
mind the Chevalier's Intentions, whom ſhe ooght notte 
diſturb in his Retreat by the news of her Behaviour, in ©: 
affair which appeared of ſo much moment to his Pence, ad 
then ſhewed her the Letter we had juſt been reading; 54 
which ſhe ſeemed mere ſoſtned, aud having raue e we 
Time, as I had afterwards reaſon to ſuppole, to reilect 
that an open KEnmity would be lefs prejudicial to me, ther 
a pretended Friendthip, came to me aud embraced 2, 
aſked my Pardon, 4nd begt; 'd | would : Pute mne ANG 
of all the had {aid to the art Finotions of her Gries 
for the loſs of a Brother, whom {le fs tenderly red. 
and not to any diſguit to me the innocent oc ; i re— 
ceived thele F.xcules, and replied to them with the c. 
ſpect due to her Birth. Indeed I could not determine 5: 
my own lind, whether they were fincere or net. ! 
was loth to be guilty of Injullice, yet jearta! of Cont. - 


ing; but it was not long before the matter was dechted, 


and 1 found by experience, that where gur Sex once 
take an Averſion, we are hardly ever reconcilcd. 

Ftis Lady to comply with her Frother's Requeſt, as 
well as her own PFricndſhip, as ſhe pretended, was very 
zealous in perſwading Madim D. C to keep nie 
in her Houſc, till 1 could be othlerwiſe diſpoſed of to ny 
Inclination at Lady not lulpetlin g her I: cs 
Deſigns, as Candor takes all the Wor!d to be like inlelf, 
placed an entire Conſidence in what ſhe ſaid, and was 
truly rejoyced at this ſeem ii g return of Gogd-nu tale. 

Nladamoiſelle D' Elbzeax lef us two Days af. e, to 
rejoin Madam her Mother, who wrete to inform her of 
the Enlargement of the Count, and to rejoice with ler 
en the Recovery ef the Chevalier, of whiſe Retizemeut 
they had not yet heard. She took her l:aie cf me, 
with all the Marks of a tender Affection, and kiſſed me 
as ſhe went into ker Chaiſe—this was the lait Tine 
ſhe ever did ſo, ard was in crver to prevent me from 
any . of tne Blou go Was £ ging to ſtriſte. 

Three or four Days aſter her Departure Aalim De 
received a Letter from ter, in whica l. er 


G 


Reſpects to me were not on. itted, and fue f pricing y 


L 3 Ie terated 
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reiterated ht ſhe before had ſaid concerning my re- 
mainingin the Caſtle, that I began to depend on her 
Kindneſs, and to binih from my Breaſt all remem- 
brance of her former Proceedings. 

Early the next Morning I received a Letter of infinitely 
more Conſequence : Dubois was the Bearer of a thouſand 
tender Vows, from my dear Marquis: That faithful 
Lover acquainted me, he was then in Lorrairn, that he 
cicrped being taken by the Exempt only by two Days, 
that he now had hopes of receiving Permiſſion to return 
10 Paris, but that his Father had wrote to him, adviſing 
kim to take a Journey into Cernam, in order to make 
3:12 [rget his late Adventures; but did not make any 
mention of me, which he was a little ſurprized at, as 
knowing the Iſnmour of the old Marquis; and feared 
he lad ome Intentions againit me, that he could not as 
et Compicken!: He entreated me to give him a full 
Account of my preient Situation, and that I would not 
yield to Aftiiction, aſſuring me that he would labour 
inceſcint'y not only for my Intereſt, but my Peace of 
Mind, 

nat a chorming Truce did this give to my Diſquiets, 
cure in the moſt perfect Affection and Eileem of 
the Aon I loved, all other Difficulties ſeemed for a 
ime unworthy my Regard: Tis indeed natural for a 
Pecion accutomed to V exations to lay hold of every little 
matter of Confolation, and to be more elevated in th-ic 
intervals of Catisftiftiong, than one whole Life is uncle- 
„ r'd wita Mitfortuner— the Hitterneſs of the one, 
36rdozs the other doubly Sweet, and Pleaſure is truly 
Faure when it ſucceeds Pain. I wrote a long Detail 
c{cieory i hing had happened to me ſince the Marquis's 
3>coorture, and was not inferior to him in Point of 
"3 cncerrei: ne defired I fhould treat him wich- 


d ut teſerve, nor was 1 under any Apprehenſions he wou! 
tink J wanted Nicety, in paying this Defcrence to a 
Mon who had ſufiered ſo much for me, and in whole 
Affection I was ſo much honourcd. 
Dudals aſſured me he would have my Letter in tuo 
Daz s, and ſaid he, even that Time will be to him an 
| Age. 


Virain's Fitiry, *.*4 
Age Amidſt all theſe Amuſements when would 
engage the ticart of any other Man, he lang. tiihes te 
hear News of his adorable Veαj˙n. ant all ite nen- 
vours niade ule of to penie, ier ve re ther to F181 

A ſec tet inquietude of which I wer not lin. : : 
me quelton this Man; he had tod me that tue 16. 
where the Marquis retded was fait of vory lovely 
accom? "cd Women, and that les Lord wil et: 
admircd by the m: I cannot y u hether it Was jo 
or liraple Curiot, ite, that made me delirous oi Krmow: 
what Kind of " Nor uties theſe Lerner were, ſo mink? 
him ſ.t down while I dreit my ticezl, and be «© BH 
the following Account. 

The Town where we ate, (a. = is ca P. 
Mon an ; the Situation is ext: emaly 4s 12 7 "Riots an 01. 
finds enough there not to regret the Pleaturcs of Parte, 
a thing one cannot ſay of hardly any other City in tue 
World the Nobility are extremely Folie, ant 
the Citizens very Oblig: ng —the Women , wn 
bred and eaſy in their Coaverſati n, as thoſe wha f.. 
quent Verſailles. But among tho wh 0 216 mot eig! 
nent! diſtinquiſh'd by tlie Charas of kuck! 27 len ane 

aaviour, I WII] name to vou Madam Ii ti D, 

ſ2 is certainly one of the fo welt Cowes 3; ng Wort. 
ker Skin is of the mot ding Wnitenels: She ha ven 
ligut brown Hair, fire blu: 1-0: , a Xlouth forme 4% 
captivate, every Fer ture egular, en her Wit aud the 
dweetneſs of ber. Temper, Ats A i. tre 10 nec 1er . 
ſe ions. Nun ieur ber Taba 1 Ciptain 5 te 
Guards to bis. 1 * ! i. SUCH: 5 Aid Ek OV ine 
tae Honours of . Hoo in n very eicgant x lanner. 
My Lord Natrows: cats 1 equently. there, Ie le can 
di engage bin from Nadom the Barone! D 
Tais Lady id a Drown Ben zv. ha- tae hra 2! £9 
Lei, gie and pere: ti: za, 23 her ſudngmem: 2:8 
; Hy . | 
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fect Sincerity le has alſo a fine Library; and a 
Stranger cannot more agreeably pats his Time than at 
his Houle. 

The third Family where my Lord is perfectly well re. 
ceived, is that of Monſieur the Preſident De Landre: 
His Lady is extremely amiable, and tho' her Com- 
plection is not fo clear as thoſe of the others; the inimi- 
table Shine of her black ſparkling Eyes make up for 
that Deficiency, nor is ſhe wanting in any Thing that 
compoſes a compleat Beauty————ner manner of en- 
tertaining Strangers is ſuch, that none can quit her 
Haufe. without deſiring to return, nor does Time ever 
ſoem tedious in her Company; but as if conſcious of an 
Inability of p'caſing in her own Perſon, ſhe is perpetually 
romoting iome new Object of Diverſion. 

on ſieur the Preſident of Yitry le Franceiſe, has alſo 
a very lovely Woman for his Wife; it would be difficult 
10 give any Idea of her Perfections without ſeeing her, 
becauſe they are of a Nature which ſtrike the Eye too 
much for Words to deſcribe: There is an irreſiſtible 
Something, which is nor confin'd to one Feature, nor 
nil of them, but ſpreads itſelf through all her Air, in ſo 
much that ſhe cannot ſpeak, or look, or move, with- 
vat diſcovering every 'I'ime, ſome new Grace; but if 
ne may fay ſhe excels in any one Thing more than ano- 
ther, it is in Dancing, of which ſhe is a great Lover, ani a 
ce ſeldom paſſes without her giving a Ball at her 
1gule. 

Ihe Provoſt of the Town mult not be forgot, con- 
ted he, his whole Family are extremely agreeable 
Ji Vi ife, tho' paſt her Bloom, is not without her Allure- 
ments, and if Age has deſtroyed ſome Part of her Charms 
in her own Perton, they are ſtill to be found in thoſe ot 
ner two Daughters, the Eldeſt of whom is not inferior to 
ny in Pont-a-Moufſon . She is married to an Exempt ct 
the Guard to his Royal Highneſs, and called Mlonſieur 
De Saint Val; he is a great Muſician, has frequent 
Concerts at his Houſe, and plays admirably well on the 
Bale Viol himſelf; which my Lord Marquis delighting 
extremely in, he ſeldom fails of paſſing his Evening: 

there. 
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there. Monſieur is beſides a very good Companion, 
and has no Fault, but being jealous of his Wife, with 
indeed is to be excuſed in him, that Lady having a Per- 
ſon and Accompliſhments to inſpire the molt padionate 
Sentiments. The 'Town will needs give her to my 
Lord for the Object of his Adoration, on Account of his 
frequent Viſits 

Dubois was continuing his Narrative. but ſometi1ing 
to which I know not how to give a Name ſeiged my 
Heart, I was cold and hot at the iame lime ev-ry 
Pulſe felt the Effect of it, and I could not keep inyiz!t 
from inteir ipting him Les, cried J. it cannat 
be otherwiſe in Nature———the Marquis finds fome- 
thing in Madam De Saint Val, which very wel! contolas 
him for the Abſence and Uncertainty of the Fate of 
Woman he has pretended to love in the molt honourable 
Terms How Madam ! replied Dubois, with a 
Smile, I hope you are not jealous ? f you are, 
tho' my Lord could not but be traniported at that Proof 
of your Affection for him, I ſhould receive little 'I'hanks 
for having given you, by my fooliſh Recital, any Cauſe 
of Pain No, anſwered I, endeavouring to com- 
pole myſelf, I am not jealous it is a Paſhon I 
ought not to indulge I know myſelf too well to 
preſume to controll the Marquis I could not utter 
theſe Words without Tears in my Eyes; Dabois perceived 
the Agitation I was in, tho' I turned away in order to 
conceal it as well as poſſible, and vexed thathe had given 
any room for it, as he knew how much it would diſpleaſe 
the Marquis, he grew ſerious, and endeavoured to eaſe 
my Alarms, by proteſting in the moſt ſolemn Manner. 
that the Beauty and other Perfections of all theſe Ladies 
were far from making any Impreſſions on the Marquis's 
Mind that his IIeart was wholly devoted to me, 
and that there never was a more tender or more paſiio- 
nate Lover; to prove this he gave me au exact Detail of 
the manner in which his Maſter paſt his Time, the 
Complaints he uttered for being ſeparated from mie, the 
Reſolves he made in my Favour whenever he ſhould ſee 
me again, and in fine, the Pleaſure he took in Talking 
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oi me, than which according to my Opinion there cannot 
ic 2 r Proof of a moi vehement Affection, 

{nude Jealoufics in Love, vchen not founded on Reaſon, 
t eaiily eigced, and oniv ſerve to render us afterward 
JI: „ Kcute ; ond it any D. quiet remained in me, it was 
ty Uerali nid by my thame for having wronged fo 
* a Lover as che Marquis, by my un ſuſt Suſpicion. 
„after this recounted to me many entertaining Ad- 
erte, that happened at Port-a-A7oufſor, ſince the 
i icy lad reiged there Some may perhaps, 
| havoc 10%, knd a Place in the Courſe of theſe Me- 
F) FL& 14 wa 

i was l. aughing at one of the moſt pleaſant of them. 
ven Madam Le C interrupted us by coming in 

175 by: ging a Letter in her Hand ſhe had juſt u rote to 
Crow : are uis; as Dul ois only waited for this Diſpatch, 
1. tlg leave of us and immediately & cparted. 


L felt an _ nity of Satisfaction in having wrote to 


te. | EUN > was the fit Letter he had received from 
me, „herein the Secrets of my Heart were clearly de- 


mon rated to him; nothing ſure is a greater Relief, than 
to vibutom onc's ſelf with freedom to a Perſon ve love 
Ld hliave an entire Con!.c ence in, it is the very Saul or 
Trierdihip, and the J. ence fart Uthe fors ate ending 
that nable Palo odeity, however, Wor a 
have reit: ined . 0 ſrom {recakins hali that to him which 
: wrote; I co! never have declared that to him with 
Tengee, wich ! ventmed to reveal with my Pen 
als that: even with 5 W Jenderneſt, that ke ha; 
lace told me ihe eas ne Expreſiions 1 in that Letter, 
2 IVE Rt Etats te * bl el or 79 the ic 10 Nig — ald! 11 
i: L . . 1 eli Gen the Weakne!: f 1 
n was ler: i rea ie ng 33 to inèer“te 
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fincere Attachment ſhe found I had for her, fo endcated 


me to her, that ſue would pais why & 1247s With rien 


theſe improving Convertations enityltned my Air, 
and enlarged my Ideas, fo, that v lrg © „har tacz cn 
»4 


Living in the World, I had jzar the Ways of ic, 
from the variety of Hiſtories ie rc Catal to me. / hea 
J was alone I recollected ail had been taid to me, 44 
had Comprehenſion enough to compare the di Fereus 
Events, and to draw this Concluſtion, that every Station 
of our Lives are ſubject to Dependanci:; that we never 
were without ſomewhat to hope, and {fomewhat to ſear; 
and that Life paſſed away in a iuccelion of good aud 
bad Accidents, therefore did net de air of one Day c- 
compliſhing my Detires, which 1 do not bluſh to cont 
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were all centered in being united to the Marquis. I had 
thus begun to ſettle my Thoughts, and to make myſeit 
caſy in the expectation of ſomethin to il out to my Ad- 
vantage; when alas! I was on the very brials CH falling 
uito the worit Calamity I had to aread. 

will not pretend to ſay that Icople lave a Preſcienc? 
of what is to happen to them; as a Woman it does not 
become me to argue on this Point, nor would my Senti- 
ments be of any weight in the Deciſion 21] I can 
lay is, that after having been fore time in A greater 
Franquillity t! han ] tad 1 tor a long witle enjoy'd, I was 
all on a * en ſeized with aa und lia! '3, Which I kno: V 
not how to account fu aiter palin a very 
agreeable Evening with Aladam De G [ retire 
to my Chamber in a kind of iplcenaticl Liumou: - 
it was the firſt Time 1 had ever knovn ny JT 
quiet, without being able to tay for what = 21 
.o ſo angry with 1 myſelt tor it, that i die- 0 
in my power to remove it too! un 2.2 
but could give no Attention to what 1 ren. ; would 
have pray'd, but my Ihoughts were too mich diHrachal 
to know what 1 ſaid [ went to Ben CNuCAvourin * 
5 e mylelf to Sleep, bv: had ny b'ower to ule 
V Ex tk dartcch rem one Sid: to the other, 
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at laſt the crowing of the Cocks proclain'd the ap- 
Proac: of Day, yet {lll I continued in the ſame Agita- 
t n-————Some Hours before the Hemiſphere was 
eniigitned by the Sun paſt over, and I was the ſame, 
t at chearipg Plant had no effect upon my Mind: I 

Mas about however to rile, when 1 heard ſomeboiy 
En ci: at my Chamber Docr———1I ſtarted up in a 
Friznt [ knew it was very early, and they never 
uled to diſturb me had both Icck'd and barr'd mylelt 
in; ſor ſince tlie deſign the Chevaiier D*Elbieux had 

form'd ef ca rying me away, I always was very careful 
to ſecure the Door——— ſecond Knock confirming 
me I had not been deceived in the firit, J aſked in a 
ſearſe! Voice who was there? and what they wanted? 
Madam De G anſwered, and bad me open 
the Door; but ſpoke lu ſuch a Tone, as chill'd my 
Blocd I found ſhe was not alone, and that ſhe 
ſeemed talking to a Man her Commands were 
rot to be diſputed notwithſtanding, and I ftept out of 
2ed, and having thrown my Robe de Chamber over my 

Shoulders unfaſteted the Door, and hid myſelf again be - 
Ind the Curtains. As I looked between them, I ſaw 
ier enter and a Gentleman with her, who ſeemed by his 
Dreſs and Air to be of Faſhion He ſoon withdrew 
my Shelter, and was opening his Alouth to ſpeak ; but 
after having fix'd his Eyes on me, he turned them to my 
Protectreſs: indeed Madam, faid he, I did not think 
to have diſturbed ſo pretty a Lady as this I no 
longer wonder at the apprehenſions Monfeur the mar- 
nuis De L———— F: is under a Beauty 
lach as I now behold, joined to a little Intrigue, may 
carry his Son great lengths. While he ſpoke thele 

Words, Madam De G threw herlelf on my Bed, 
where i I.» quite overvhe:med with Apprehenſion.— 
Ah! Fexneita, cried fhe, how unhappy am I to have 
krown yon zar.ce I maſt loſe you ſo ſoon if my 
Fears rac. tit me any remains of Reaſon, this Excla- 
mation Ceitroved tliem all great God, returned [ 
ritug . 0 c:, het 25 it vou ſay, Madam—no, | 
wall 
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will never leave you———they ſhall kill me firſt, with 
this I threw myſelf into her Arms. 

'The Stranger doubtleſs touch'd with the Grief his 
coming had involv'd us in, approach'd with a great deal 
of Politeneſs, I am much concerned at the trouble I give 
you, beautiful young Lady, ſaid he, and much more at 
the Order which obliges me to put you under an Arreſt 
you will find, nevertheleſs, ſome Reaſons to 
conſole yourſelf in this unavoidable Misfortune 
Monſieur the Marquis De L V—— obtain- 
ing a Letter de Cachet to confine you in a Monaltry, 
might have employed thoſe Perſons who are appointed 
for that Purpoſe; but having intruſted me with his 
Deſign and the Motives he had for it, I deſired this 
Commiſſion more out of Curioſity 1 do aſſure you, than 
any Averſion I had for you and to this L may 
add another Reaſon, which I will not conceal before this 
Lady, who I perceive is too much your Friend, not to 
be the Confidant of the moſt ſecret Paſſages of your Life; 
I am, Madam, a near Kinſman of your Lover, and not- 
withſtanding his Reſerve, and the Care he took to con- 
ceal every Thing relating to you, from all his Family, 
J knew the whole Affair between you as ſoon as 
the unlucky Adventure between him and the Chevalier 
D' Elbieux made it publick, and I underſtood the In- 
tentions of my Uncle the old Marquis; I pretended to 
think as he did, and applauded his Reſentments, that 
I might be the better able, when Time ſhould ſerve, to 
mollify them 80 that, Madamoiſelle Feanetta, 
continued he, the greateſt cauſe of Grief you have, is that 
for a Time you muſt be ſeparated from this excellent 
Lady doubt not but much happier Days here- 
after will obliterate the Memory of the preſent 
Your 'Tears and Beauty have touched me to the Soul, 
and tho* my End in taking upon me this Office was to 
ſerve you, yet the Means is too diſagreeable, and per- 
haps dangerous to myſelf. 

Monſieur De Saint Fal, for that was his Name, figh'd 
as he pronounced theſe Words, and turned his Eyes alter- 
nately from me to her, and her to me again, with ſuch 


an 
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an Air of Fity, as very much confirmed what he had 


ſaid: Madam De G took the advantage of his 
kind Concern, to er ieavour to prevail on him to return 
without me, and pretend that I had made my Eſcape 
two Days before his Arrival. Would to God, Miadam, 
replied he, that it were in my power to oblige you thus 
far but there is no Poſſibility of doing it 
My Uncle, is but too well acquainted, that Madamci.e!!e 
Feancita is at your Houſe, and moreover, that there was 
J no Intention of her removing he even knows 
| that Dubois, my Coulin's Valet de Chamber was here 
with Letters from him, and carried Anſwers back to 
Lorrain in fine, there 1s nothing hid from him ; 
a Perſon whom I muſt not Name, has a Spy in pay 
under your own Roof, who ſends every Day Intelligence 
of what Paſſes, and, in caſe Madamoiitelle had left the 
Caſtle, was to have followed her and given Notice 
You ſee Ladies I ſpeak fincerely, added he, and 1 
think it is not difficult for you to gueſs from what Quarter 
the Blow proceeds. 

No, no, cried I impatiently, the Treachery is too 
plain it can be no other, than the falſe Mada- 
moiſelle D*Elbieux the barbarous Creature, who 
careſſed me while ſhe contrived my Ruin. Madam De 
G tho? greatly interreſted in the Affair, was yet 
leſs ſo than myſeif, and had not the leaſt Suſpicion of 
her, but on my naming her, looked on Monſieur D- 
Saint Fal, and was aniwered with a Glance, which left 
her no room to doubt the Milchievoutnels of that un- 
ſincere Woman She ſhook her Had, in toben 
of Deteſtation of ſuch Actions, than taking me in her 
Arms, proteited her Friendſhip ſhould follow me where- 
ever | went cannot oppole the King's Orders, 
ſaid ſhe, nothing elſe {ſhould tear you from me the 
Letter your Lover's Father writes to me, is filled with 
Apologies for the Force, he is compelled in Honour, 
and as he frys, to prevent ſatal Conicquences, to die in 
iny Houie ; and would make me octieve "ts in Reſpir 
to me he iends oe of his own [ood inileau ofan HN. 
— Ze tells me allo, that r mn inte you hits L.: 
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treated with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, tho' at the ſame 
'I'ime he lets me know he looks upon me as no Friend 
to his Family, in having favoured, or at leaſt not op- 
poſed your Correſpondence with his Son But for 
my Part, I am little concerned at what the World may 
reproach me for on this Score, conſcious I have acted 
according to the Principles of Honour and Probity 
All I celire is, my dear Child, that you would ſummon 
all the Fortitude you are Miſtreis of to your Aſſiſtance 
we muit all ſubmit to Neceſſity Continue to be- 
have as you have always done with Virtue and Diſcre— 
tion, and I dare aniv/er Heaven will protect you, and 
render you in the End triumphant over all ill Acci- 
dents, 

She then entreated Monſieur the Count De Saint Fal, 
to retire while I got myſelf ready for my Departure ; he 
readily did fo, and all the Time I was Dreſſing, this 
admirable Lady animated me with a Thouſand kind 
Remonſtrances; ſhe called to my Mind the many 
Dangers I already had eſcaped, .and from thence as ſhe 
told me, built an aſſured Hope that I ſhould never be 
abandoned by Providence, and that by theſe uncommon 
Trials, I muſt be deſtined to ſome very extraordinary 
Event She added, that it was in the well endurin 
\\1;-fortunes that the true Sublimity of the Soul was beit 


proved; and by ſuch Occaſions it was alone, that I could 


manifeſt myſelf worthy the Sentiments the Marquis had 
for me, and put all thoſe to Confuſion who pretended 
a Dignity of Nature was confined to high Birth So, 
my dear Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, always bear this in your 
Mind, that the more you ſuffer, the more you will be 
endeared to your noble Lover, and this will enable you 
to go through every Thing without finking. 

This Counſel was fo conformable to my own Opinion, 
and fo greatly ſlrengthned the Reſolution I Was bringing 
my ſelf to, that I dried up my Tears, reſtrained my $:ghs 
by degrees. and by the time all Things were prepared tor 
my leaving the Caſtle, 1 had retumed fo iecrene a 
Comtenance, that Montteur De Saint Fai, cn. ts tomy 
called into the Chamber, was furprized ard 4 RG 
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me again I behaved to him with all the Com- 
Plaiſance his Quality demanded, and told him I was 
ready to obey the Orders he bore. Requeſting him to 
a-quaint the old Marquis De L hen 
he ſhould write an Account of what he had done, that 
J had the higheſt Regard and Veneration for every 
Thing that came from him not even excepting his 
Severities, and ſhould attend his Deciſion of my Fate, 
with all the Patience and Submiſſion he could expect 
ſrom thoſe moſt devoted to him. 

The Kinſman of my Lover, made a thouſand Com- 
pliments on my Spirit and Reſolution, and when he was 
told I waited only his Pleaſure for going, he gave the 
Word for his Retinue—I then embraced my amiable 
Protectreſs with the greateſt Tenderneſs She held me 
a long time in her Arms, and neither being able to re- 
train in this Adieu, which we knew not but might be 
our laſt, we mingled Tears, accompanied with the moſt 
vehement Sighs——She had preſence enough of Mind 
however to ſlip a Purſe into my Hand, juſt as we parted 
without the Count's perceiving it—all the Servants who 
waited for me in the Gallery to give me their good 
Wiſhes, ſeemed greatly concerned for me, they followed 
me till I got into the Chaiſe, weeping as they went, and 
after I was ſeated, and the Coachman was driving away, 
I could diſtinguiſh the Voice of poor Cyriſtiua above 
the relt, uttering the loudeſt Lamentations, 
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del URING the Time of our Journey 
Y\ V/? which was prolong'd two Days above 
What was neceſſary for Reaſons I ſhall 
% hereafter explain, the Count de St. 
£2 LL: Fal, treated me in every Reſpe& as if 
I had been a Woman of the firſt Quality, 
the firſt Day indeed his Behaviour had been dif- 
ferent : The malicious Ideas they had given him of me, 
made him conſider me as a ſimple Country Girl without 
Education, and eaſy to be brought to any Thing 
this Prejudice made him talk to me in a familiar Stile, 
which my Modeſty and perhaps ſome Sparks of Fry | 

„ ma 


234 The Virtuwaus Villager ; or, 
made me anſwer in ſuch Terms as aſtoniſi'd him 
however he continued for ſome time the fame ſort of 
Phraſes, and thinking to intimidzte me, ſpoke in a 
tone, which made me ſee he was ſenſible of the great 
Difference between him and me; and under the Pretcnce 
of giving me Advice, in order that I might not be miſer- 
able, he told me that 1 ought to abate a great deal of that 
Haughtineſs, the \iarquis's Affection he ſuppoſed had made 
me affect; proteſting more Mildnct and Humility would 
become me better; but icfining at the fame Time the 
Aſperity-of theſe Reflections, with many Praiſes on my 
Beauty, and letting me underſtand I was perfectly agree- 
able to his Taſte. Ee added alſo, that J was too lovely 
and too genteel to be debarr'd all my Life, from the 
Pleaſures of the World, and ſhut up in a Convent—— 
that there was no hope of alleviating the old Marquis's 
Reſentment again me, and if I once entered the Place 
he had Orders to conduct me to, I mult never expect to 
come out, for that either by Perſuaſions or Menaces they 
would oblige me to become a Nun; but that if I would te 
complaiſant to him, in fine, if I would endeavour to 
bring myſelf to love him, he would not only ſave 
me from falling into the Hands of the Marquis; 
but alſo take care of me in a handſome manner all my 
Days. 

1 am not, I flatter myſelf, to be condemned for 
treating ſuch Diſcourſe with the DiſCain it merited ; fo? 
whatever diſparity there was in Point of Birth, between 
me, and the Count, Virtue enobles its meaneſt Votaries; 
as \ ice degrades the moſt High-born, when they be— 
come ſubjected to its Sway. I entered therefore into no 
Argument with him ; but only told him with an Air, 
which I could perceive a little diſconcerted him, that [ 
deſired he would forbear talking to me on any ſuch 
Matters, but to exccute the Commiſſion had been given; 
for neither the Ills that were prepared for me, nor the 
Means of eſcaping them, would be in the leaſt capable 
of making me change the Plan J had laid down for 511 
my Actions, which was in all Events never to ſve: © 
from the Paths of Honour and Dec eacy. 


He 
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He endeavoured to laugh me out of theſe romanticlæ 
Notions, as he called them, and diſplayed a more 
fiſhionable SyKem of Morality, which finding made no 
impreſſion on me, would have been no leſs free in his 
Actions than he hal been in Words; but I had the Art, 
without being guilty of any breach cf Politeneſs, to give 
him a Rebuff, and make him cnnble how unworthy of a 
Man of Honour or good Lreeding ſuch Proceedings were; 
J told him that it was lighly irconfiltert with theſe 
Rules, which Perſons of Qua'ity above all others ought 
ſtrictily to preterve, to cn cavyur cither to fright or ſe- 
duce a young Creature, waom Chance alone had put 
into his Power, ard who had no other Defence, than 
what her Tears afforded by ſo much the more 
you are above me, iaid I, by ſo much the more ought I 
to expect Protection from you in ſine, Virtue in- 
ſpired me with Words ſo touching and perſuaſive, that 
this young Nobleman dangerous as he was, and who 
when it grew Bed-time could ſcarce prevail on himſelf to 
quit my Chamber, retired with a kind of Shame, for 
having given me Cauſe to make him Remonſtrances, 
the Solidity of which he could not but acknowledge— 
He entreated me to think no more of what he had ſaid, 
and promiſed to atone for his want of Reſpect, by a 
quite contrary Conduct for the future. I received his 
Apologies in a proper Manner; neither dwelling too 
much on what had paſt, nor ſeeming altogether ſatisfied 
with the Aſſurances he gave me, and indeed went to Bed 
cruelly agitated, as well with Reſentment for what had 
happened, as the Fears of what might enſue. 

It was not without a good deal of Timidity, that ] 
ſaw him approach me the next Morning, but his Words, 
his Looks, and his whole Air was ſo much the Reverſe 
of that he had put on the Day before, that J ſoon loſt at! 
Apprehenſions on this ſcore He ſeemed now to 


fiudy nothing but to oblige me———treated me with 


a imaginable Reſpe& told many — 
Stories as he ſaid to divert me in my Jcurney; an 
omitted nothing, that he thought might convince me, 

to 
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he meant to keep the Promiſes he had made me tlic 
Night before. 

His Converſation was perfectly genteel and eaſy, and 
ſhewed he knew the World very well, and did not want 
Wit; my Anſwers to him, giving him an Opinion that 
I had ſome ſhare of it myſelf, I could plainly diſcover 
by his Looks, on ſome of the Repartees I made him, 
that he was amazed to find ſuch ready turns of Thought 
and aptneſs of Expreſſion, from one he had conſidered 
hitherto only as a meer Country Girl ſo ſtrangely 
does the Pride of Birth in thoſe deſcended of a noble 
Family prejudice the Mind, that they cannot without 
great Difficulties bring themſelves to believe, it is poſit- 
ble for one of mean Extraction to wear off the Ruſticity 
of their Original. But Monſieur De Saint Fal ſhould 
have conſidered the uncommon Opportunities I had of 
Improvement, firſt under my God- mother the Countetls 
De N———and afterwards in the Family of that ex- 
cellent and polite Lady Madam De G——— which 
indeed were ſufficient to render a ſmall natural Capacity 
accompliſhed. 

The third Day my noble Exempt, if I may be al- 
lowed to give him that Title, as he had undertaken the 
Buſineſs of one, ſpoke much leſs to me ; but ſeemed to 
conſider me with very great Attentior., and in doing ſo 
frequently ſent forth deep Sighs ; this gave me an in- 
fnite Diſquiet, I feared with Reaſon he was becoming 
Amorous of me, and trembled leſt I ſhovld find in him 
a ſecond Chevalier D' Elbieux ; the Apprehenſions I was 
under on this Score made me ſometimes turn pale, alone 
as I was, and entirely in his power Sometimes I 
had thought of attempting to make my Eſcape out of 
his Hand: but where ſhould I have gone 
wheie hoped to find Protection againſt Royal Power!; 
A beſides, with Confuſion I muſt own it, fince my 
living in the manner I had done ſince I had quitted my 
Father's Cottage, I was grown too delicate to bear the 
Fatigues I could before have chearſully gone through. 
and this laſt Conſideration helped to make the — 
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of my Flight more numerous and formidable than they 
really were. 

The Agitations of my Mind ſhewed themſelves in my 
Countenance, too plainly for the Count not to perceive 
I was diſordered, and imagining I might not be well, 
aſked me ſeveral Times if I choſe to ſtop and go into 
fume Houſe for refreſhment ; but on my anſwering him 
in the Negative, I fear, ſaid he, the Journey is too great 
a Fatigue for you————l am very much deceived, if 
you are not on the ſudden very uneaſy; I hope, 
beautiful Feauctta, you Co not remember any Cauſe 
I might give you of Diſpleaſure at our firſt ſetting out; 

beg it as a favour you will command any thin 
in my power, and deal ſincerely with a Perſon, whole 
utmoſt Ambition is to repair the Wrongs he has done 
you, by a miltaken Pre- poſſeſſion, and which a more 
perfect Knowledge of your Merit has entirely baniſh'd. 

This Diſcourſe, the Uncertainty of my Fate, the 
new Convent to which I was going to be carried, the loſs 
of Madam De G 's Advice and Protection, and 
to ſpeak truth, the Improbability of ſeeing my dear Mar- 
quis any more all theſe Things I fay coming at 
once into my Mind, melted me into Tears all my 
Fortitude forſook me, and my Heart-Strings ſeemed to 
break Ah! cried Saint Fal, this is too much 
1 cannot bear to ſee you thu: your Grief ove - 
whelms my Soul————aotwithſtanding a thouſand 
Reaſons for the contrary, a ſecret Impulſe attaches me to 
your Intereſt, and will not ſuffer me to execute the Com- 
miſſion which gave you to my Power tis the 
Apprehenſions of a Convent I judge has given you this 
Diſturbance; if. ſo, be eaſy lovely Creature; for what- 
ever ſhall be the Conſequence, I cannot do any thing 
which draws Tears from the fineſt Eyes in the World 
he pauſed a Moment or two aſter theſe Words; then, yes, 
Madamoiſelle, purſued he, you ſhall be convinced of the 
influence your Charms have on all who behold you 
bluſh not at the Confeſſion I make, 'tis an excule for the 
Paſſion my Couſin has for you, whoſe Happineſs I envy, 
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and profeſs myſelf his Rival 
knowledge of my Sentiments alarm you; for here I vow 
by all we Mortals have to hope or fear, Iwill never take 
any advantage from the opportunity Fortune has put into 
my Power, to diminiſh the Inclinations you have for the 
Marquis, much leſs to make uſe of any violent Means in 


favour of the Paſſion you have inſpired me with. 
You ſigh, continued he, perceiving I did ſo, you {till 
fear me put therefore my Honour and Sincerity 
to the Proof, and you will then be convinced, O too 
beautiful Maid, how far I am to be relied upon. 

The Count here ſtop'd expecting my reply; but 1 
was too much confuſed to make any, and my Eyes fixed 
on the ,Ground, diſcovered my Perplexity. 

To what can I impute this Silence, ſaid he, muſt I 
look on it as a Mark of your Diſtruſt ? Can you be- 
lieve me capable of deceiving you after the ſolemn As- 
ſeveration I have made, and which in ſpite of the gay 
Life I have led, I could not be tempted to falſify 
but if you judge thus of me, I ſhall indeed pay dear for 
the Inſenſibility I have hitherto boaſted of, and ſeverely 
repent the imprudent Curioſity which has thus expoſed 
my Liberty I might indeed, without ſeeing you, 
have been aſſured from the Marquis's Affection for you, 
who I know to be ſo great a judge of what is truly valua- 
ble, that you were the molt worthy of your whole Sex 
to be adored Yet, charming Teanct/a, whatever 
Injuſtice you may be guilty of in your Suſpicions of me, 
or whatever Treatment I ſhall receive from you, I will 
not regret my having undertaken this Commiſſion, as it 
gives me an Opportunity of ſerving you, which without 
it I could never have been Maſter of—yes, cried he 
with Vehemence, you ſhall ſoon ſee that Deeds and 
Words are the ſame things with me. He had no ſooner 
ſaid this, than he put his Head out of the Chaiſe, and 
ordered a Servant that rode by tie fide of it, to direct to 
take the Road to Ver allles, inſtead of that he was pur- 
ſuing. The Servant ſeemed very much ſurprized, and 
replied, that Monheur the Marquis had commanded the 


COntrary——n tha; was going on, but 
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his Maſter prevented him by ſaying in a fierce Tone, is 
it for you to reaſon on theſe Matter: do as you are 
bid, and leave the reſt to me; the Fellow offered no 
more, but ſpoke to the Pollilion, and we ſoon quitted the 
great Road. 

I knew not what to think of this Counter-Order ; 
but as I began to flatter myſelf, that the Count had 
really no Intentions to my Prejudice, I could not avoid 
feeling a ſecret Pleaſure in finding myſelf going to a 
Place, which I knew would be the Reſidence of my 
Lover, when his Baniſhment ſhould be repealed, as I 
doubted not but it ſoon would I knew alſo that 
it was the Palace of the King, and that, recalling the 
dear Remembrance of my ſecing his Majeſty at Fourtam- 
bleaa, which Accident had firſt given me the knowledge 
of the Marquis, inſpired me with a thouſand pleaſing 
dess alas ! how eaſily do thoie in love paſs, from 
one extreme to the other! my Eyes now reſumed 
their accuſtom'd Vivacity, and the innate Satisfaction of 
my Mind fpread itſelf through all my Features. 

The Count perceived with joy this Change in me, and 
not imagining it proceeding from any other Source, than 
that of the Proſpect of being delivered from a Clayſter, 
reiterated the promiſe he had made me; and added, that 
ſhould always be the MIiHtreis of my Actions; and be 
convinced by Experience, that if he was not ſo happy as 
to pleate me, he would at leaſt deſerve that Honour by 
his Services and Integrity. 

1 was going to return with all th? Gratitude it demand- 
ed an Anlwer to thoſe freſh Aſſ:1ances of his Goodnels, 
when on entring a Village where we were to dine, we 
{iv a Crowd of People gathered about a young Female 
I iigrim, who was carrying, or rather dragging a Croſs 
of a mot prodigious Size Good God! cried 1, 
how I pity that poor young Creature————how is it 
poſſible to ſce her, and not commiſerate the Rigour of 
her Fate! As I got out of the Chaiſe, I aſked the 
Miſtreſs cf the Houſe, who came to welcome us, if ſhe 
could inform us, what Obligation this Pilgrim lay un- 
Cer to travel in ſuch a manner, It is what I cannot learn, 

| anſwered 
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anſwered ſhe, all I hear is that ſeveral of the Neighbours 
have given her Alms, ſhe diſtributes it among the Poor 
about her, which occaſions theſe Acclamations, and at 
the iame time proves that ſhe is a Perſon of no mean 
Condition. My Huſband had the ſame Curioſity 
you have, continued ſhe, and went to enquire ; but all 
the Account he brought was, that ſhe ſaid, ſhe was do- 
ing a voluntary Penance, and fulfilling a Vow ſhe had 
made ; and that if ſhe had enjoined herſelf infinitely more 
than what ſhe ſuffered, it would not be a ſufficient A- 
tonement for her Sins, and that before ſhe left the 
Village, we ſhould be made acquainted with her 
Hiſtory. 

My Curioſity was greatly encreaſed by what this 
Woman ſaid, and I could not help expreiling it to the 
Count De Saint Fal, as he led me into the Houle, 
where as ſoon as he had left me he retired. 

I imagined he had been gone into the Stable as was 
his Cuſtom, to ſee ſufficient care was taken of his Horſes; 
for tho' he had ſeveral Servants with him, he took a 
pleaſure in overlooking the manner in which thoſe poor 
Creatures were provided for. Being alone, I fell into 
Contemplation on the oddneſs of my Fate, and in parti- 
cular the Circumſtances I was at preſent in "Twas 
impoſſible for me to ſee the end of this Adventure, and 
what would be the Conſequence of that Paſſion, I now 
found the Count had for me I longed for a Friend 
to whom I might communicate both my Hopes and my 
Apprehenſions. If my dear Saint Agnes were with me, 
ſaid ] to myſelf, my Misfortunes would loſe half cheir 
Weight ! How unfortunate is it in ſome Situations to be 
abandoned to one elf ! | . 

The Remembrance of Saint Agnes at this juncture, 
maJe me reproach myſelf for being ſo ſlow in the Service 
the expected from me ; but from the time of my leaving 
the Monaſtery, I had been in ſuch a continual hurry of 
Spirits, and been alſo ſo ſtrictly obſerved, that I had not 
had an opportunity of performing my promiſe to her—[ 
might indeed have left her Papers with Chriſtina at my 
coming ſrom the Caſtle ; but as it was of the utmoſt Con- 
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ſequence to prevent their being lot, and the Affair ought 
to be purſued with Vigour, I was fearful of entruſting 
them in the hands of one who was not in a Station to act 
as it required. Theſe were the Reaſons which had 
hitherto delayed my doing any thing for this dear 
Friend; but as we are never ſo ſenſible of the Afflictions 
of others, as when we labour under great ones of our 
own, theſe Reflections ſo lively ſet forth to my Mind, the 
Grief Saint Agnes was in for my Abſence, and how tedious 
Expectation is, that I reſolved to acquit myſelf of the 
Obligations I owed for the Confidence ſhe had placed 
in me, and to lay hold of the firſt occaſion that preſented 
itſelf to ſend an expreſs Meſſenger to her Lover, who 
ſhould deliver her Letters to his own Hand, or in his 
Abſence to his Father ; this was now eaſy for me to do, 
as I had Money that Madam De G——— had given 
me, and which I had never thought of ſince, till this 
Deſign of ſerving Saint Agnes reminded me of it 
I now took the Purſe out of my Pocket, to ſee what my 
generous Benefactreſs had beſtowed upon me, and found 


it contained five and twenty Lewis dq Or, but what 


tranſported me much more was, that in opening a little 
Box I found the Picture of Madam De G—; I kiſled 
it, and all her 'Venderneſs coming freſh into my Mind a 
flood of Tears enfued————1I was moved to that 
Degree, that to this Moment while I am writing theſe 
Memoirs, I feel ſome part of what at that time paſſed in 
my Heart Yes, ever admired Lady, cried I, 
never ſhall 1 forget your Goodneſs and the Friendſhip 
with which you have honoured me tis ſaid in re- 
proach to our Sex, that Women are ſeldom ſincere and 
laſting Friends to each other, I hope it is not true in 
general, but if it is, 1 am an exception to this Rule, for 
were I to live beyond an Antidiluvian Age, the tender 
regard I have for Madam De C would neyer be 
diminiſhed. 

Her dear Picture was ſtill in my Hand, with my Eyes 
and Heart attentively fixed on it, when I was pleaſingly 
diſturbed by the Ccunt De Saint Fal, leading the Pilgrim 
into the Room, I take the Liberty, Madam, ſaid he, 
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to introduce this amiable Perſon, whoſe Fate you fo much 
Pitied ; I have engaged ker to remain here while we 
ſtay, and to relate to us the Motives that induced her to 
lay fo ſevere a Penance on herle!; am indeed 
no Stranger to her Name, and liave heard much tail; of 
her Adventures in my Province; but as the tells me, 
they are related there in a manner very different from 
Truth, my Curioſity is not now inferior to vours. 

J can aſſure you of this, however, that ſhe is not a er- 
ſon of mean Condition, and that her Wit and Ieariing 
exce!s not only molt of her own Sex; hat allo couals 
ſome of ours who paſs for celebrated. 

I had roſe from my Seat to embrace the beautiful 
Stranger on her ſirſt entrance ; but this Character given 
of her by the Count, who 1 had perceived was not of a 
humour to allow Women more than he thought their 
due, made me redouble my Complaijance, woich fhe 
returred in a faſhion which ſhewed me ſhe had been 
educated among the polite World. "The Clcath being 
aid, I entreated ſhe ſhould dine with us, to wich ſtiæ 
cadily agreed, on Condition ſhe ſhould be at liberty to 
eat in the manner ſhe choſe; in the mean time Cetired 
permiſſion to give ſome Orders in the Kitchen; and 
while ſhe was gane I tool; the opportunity to tharls 
NMorſeur De Saint Ful for obliging me with the Siglit 
of this fair Pilgrim Stay, beautiful Fearceta, till 
J have done you {ume real Service before you make me 
ny ſuch Ackuowledgments, what I have now done ſerves 
only to ſhew you, that to fulfil the leaſt of your Deiires 
hall always be ty me a matter of the utmoſt Moment. 

Ihe Pilgrim's return prevented me from malt ing any 
reply as I would have done to this Civility ; and while 
mne Count was ſpeaking to her, I] examined her whole 
Yerion more heeutully than I before had done———She 
was tall, and ber Limbs cf fo delicate and fine propor- 
tioned a Turn, that 1 queſtion had the belt Artiſt been 
empioved to male her Statue, if it would have come up 
to the Origina! Slle had on a cloſe Waiſtcgat of 
very fine Cotton, which ſhewed to great advantage the 
beauty of ker shape; her Petticoat was the ſame, and 
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cver all a coarſe red Mantle, and decorated accorc- 
ing to the Cutlem of Pilgrims with Shells; a Ruſh Hat, 
coclz'd Boatways and lined with yellow "Taftety, became 
her better than the gay Ornaments ſome Ladies wear to 
ſet off their Beauties. fer Face was much tann'd, 
having been expoled to the Inclemency of the Weather, 
but her Hands ſhewed that nothing could be more 
white than her Skin naturally was the Luſtre of 
ter large ſparkling black Eyes, however, neither her 
Sorrovs nor Fatigues ſcem'd to have impaired, which, 
together with an exact Symmetry of Features, rendered 
her extremely lovely, in ſpite of a melancholy ard 
dejected Air, which we miglit plainly fee was only oc- 
caſioned by her Mis ſortunes. 

While I thus aitentively conſidered her, I could not 
forbenr fighing— ——whea one is oppreit with any 
Aflictions, the Sight of them in others excites our Com- 
pailion on our own, and I naturally paſſed to a Com- 

| miſeration of myſelf ; and imagined that whatever Woes 
this agreeable Vilgrim had to complain of, they could not 
be more poynant than thoſe I laboured under. But this 
| did not render me leſs willing to give her all the Conſo- 


lation in my Power; whenever ſhe burſt out, as ſhe fre- 
quently did, into Exclamations againſt the Severity of her 


n Fate, I tcok her in my Arms with the ſame Tenderneſs 
as if we had long been intimate, and theie proofs of a 
8 growing Affection in me, ſeemed a little to mitigate ler 
. Sorrows. | 


Dinner bcing brought in interrupted a Converſation, 


8 which was much more ſerious than could be expected 

| among Perions of our Age; and after we had placed 
* ourſelves at Table, Mionſicur De Satt Fal and I ſaw 
0 to our great ſur priæe fowe coarſe Bread and a Glaſs Mug 
ö of Water ſet before the Pilgrim, which was all the 
wy would be prevailed upon to taſte, tho' we thinking ſhe 
A impoſed too rigorous a Law upon herſelf, did all in our 
” power to oblige her to partake with us. She ſaid that 
x all the Nlortifcations ſhe had ſuſtained were infinitely tos 
D i little for the Cauſe, as we mould hereafter confeſs on 
50 hearing the particulars of her Story ; but added, ſhe, my 
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Low of Abſtinence expires this Day, and To-morrow 
J ſhall conform to the reſt of the World. This filenced 
Gur Requeſt, and as ſoon as the Table was emptied, ſhe 
Prevented us on the Subject we were ſo defirous of know- 
ing, eſpecially myſelf, by ſaying ſhe would now make 
vs ſenſible of the Motives which had induced her to un- 
dertake this Pilgrimage; but, ſaid ſhe, if your Journey 
requires to be immediately purſued, I will not detain you 
ty a Repetition of thoſe Circumſtances which may be 
omitted, and only give you a Narrative of the Facts, 
which have rendered me the Wretch I am. 

By no means, cried the Count, this Lady is entirely 
ker own Miſtreſs, and I dare anſwer would be loth to 
loſe any part of a Hiſtory the Sight of you has made her 
take ſo great an intereſt in; what ſay you, Madam, 
continued he, turning to me, does not your Inclination in 
this point concur with mine? Beſides, I think it would 
be wellif you remained here till To- morrow I ſee 
the Journey has been already too fatiguing to you, and 
{ome repoſe here will enable you to proſecute it with more 
vigour. I had all the Senſe it merited of this Complaiſance, 
and bowed in token of my Acknowledgment. 

The Pilgrim told us ſhe was rejoicea at this Propoſal, 
as it gave her an Opportunity of a longer Converſation 
with me, ſhe not being to go herſelf till the Day follow- 
ing; when her Penance being concluded, ſhe had ap- 
painted a Chaiſe to meet her, in which ſhe intended to 
reach her Journey's end. Then finding we were impa- 
tiently diſpoſed to he ir her, ſhe began to ſatisſie our 
Curioſity in theſe Words, 
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The Hiſtory and uncommon Maisfortunes 
of the beautiful LINDAMINE. 


AM faid ſhe, the only Child of one of the moſt emi- 

nent, and wealthy Phyſicians of Mortpellier, nor is 
it a boaſt in me to ſay, that no Man of his Profeſſion ex- 
ceeded him in Learning or Experience ; both which he 
had fo great Reputation for, that I have known Perions 
come a hundred Leagues for his Advice: it ſeem'd indeed 
as if Heaven gave a peculiar Bleſſing to his Endeavours, fer 
ſcarce one in fifty of thoſe, to whom he adminiſtred, died 
under his Hands. 

As I was the ſole Fruits of a Marriage, the Happineſs 
of which had never been interrupted with any of thoſe 
Jealouſies, Repinings, or Diſcontents, that too often are 
the Portion of that State, and fright others from entring 
into it; it is not to be doubted but my Parents were ex- 
tremly tender of me, and took all imaginable Care to 
have me educated in ſuch a Manner, as would be- 
come the great Fortune, that was to devolve on me after 
their Deceaſe. Soon as I arrived at Years capable cf 
receiving Inſtruction, I was put under the "Tuition of the 
belt Matters. \ſy Father, far from thinking the r 
Learning was immaterial to the renlring our Sex a 
compliſhed, had an Ambition to make me as knowin: 
as the molt celeb:ated of the other; ſo that beſide. 
Muſick, Dancing, and thoie other Qualifications, which 
all Girls of any Condition are tau ut, and which you 
may eaſily ſuppoſe my Mother would not ſuffe: to be 
omitted, he made me in the firit lace be well acquainted 
with Hiſtory, not only of wy own but foreign Countrics : 


From 


2.6 The Virtucus Villager; or, 


From this I proceeded to Geography, and Philoſophy, 
ard thence to the Rudy of Phyſick, in which Science 
be was himſelf my Matter : Charmed with the Facflity 
with which I ſurmounted all its Difficulties, he ſet 
no Limits to his LeQures: My Memory, like a fruit- 
ul Field, yielded a p'citifal Harveſt, of whatever was 
lown in it: I comprehended Anatomy, Botany, and 
Odeology, and, in fine, before T was ſeventeen, had made 
jo great a Progreſs in the Myleries of /Z/calapins, that 
I compoſed a Treatiſe of Phyiick, in Latix, and dedicated 
it to my Father. The Reputation I gained by this Book 
reached very dillant Countrys, and my Father had the 
Satisfaction, of receiving convincing Proofs of it, by the 
Compliments made him upon it by the learned World. 
Fatal Knowledge ! Ruinous Accompliſhments ! Which 
by rendring me known to others, made me ignorant 
of myſelf. I keard every body ſay I was a Prodigy 

of Wit and Learning, and I readily believed them. 
To heighten my Vanity, the little Beauty I was miſtreſs 
cf was alſo extolb'd, and as every one ſees their own 
Features with flattering Eyes, either they, or my Glaſs, 
made me imagine, I merited ali the Praiſes could be 
gien me. In fine, I thought myſelf ſuch, as no 
Mon was capable of deſerving to proſſe.+ ; and this 
Idea me me reiet with the utmoſt diſdain, all 
Adadreſſe which had Love or Marriage for their Aim. 
"This Diſpofiticn in me, troubled my Father very much, 
for being far advanced in Years he ardently long'd 
to {ce me iſpoſed of before his Death: But greater 
fir wou'd his Concern have been if he had perceived, 
what T curningly kept ſrom him, the Motive of that 
Averſton I declared for R arriage: Could he, I ſay, 
have imagined that Pride alone was the Scource of my 
refiling the many advantineous Offers, that were daily 
made him on my Account, he would, I am very certain, 
in {pite of a'! his Teaderneſs, have taken as much 
Pains to mortify thot Paſſion in me, as ke had dune to 
give me tho. T.nlowaments which kad excited it; but J 
ſo well difguiſed it under the Preter.ce of the Love 
1 had for kim, and my dear Nether, waom I _w 
in: 
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him it would breal: my Heart to be a DW. ſeparated 


from, tit he concluded, | was only inicnfible of any 
ſoſt Nefires, becauſe I had not yet ſeen the Man, 
deſtincd by Heaven to in{pire me wiin them. ſore ed 
himicif cuntented, in the ExpeQation of what he 
wiſhed would one Day heppen. 

At laſt, the Report cf my Learning and other Qua- 
liücations, inſpired the Son of a Nobleman, ſome 
few Leagues diſtant from Montpellien, with a Curio- 
fitv to fee this Wonder as I was called He 
came under the Pretence of aking my Father's Opi- 
nion on ſome flight Ailment, and by that means, 
having an opportunity of ſecing me, became extremely 
enamoured, and to fo great a Degree, that before he 
had been three Days at our tHoute, he threw himſelf 
at my Father's Feet, entreating he would give his 
Conſent to authorize his Addreſſes to me The 
Count de Sc. Fal knew him perfectly well, and you, 
Madam, cannot but have heard of him, it was the 
young Count de B ; beſides the Advantages cf 
Birth, he had one of the fineſt Perſons in the World, 
and was alſo every way one of the molt accompliſhed 
of his Sex. My Father was tranſported at the Ho- 
nour, and not doubting but I ſhould receive it, as 
I ought to have done, immediately made him the 
Conceſſion he deſired what Woman but me would 
not gladly have accepted a Lover of his Rank? 
One would think, my very Pride ſhould have made me 
embrace the Offer of being placed among the Nobility ; 
but, ala! mine was a kind of Haughtineſs, which, 
I know not how to account for; a Haughtineſs, 
which as it was not at all perceivable in my outward 
Deportment, had the greater Empire over my private 
Tavughts could not avoid doin? Juſtice to 
the Merits of this new Admirer, but I ſtill thought 
my own ſuperior, and could not think of entring into 
a State, in Which it was my Duty to ſubmit. 
The Pleaſure of being a lored, and being free to 
receive all the Homage paid me, by thoſe who flat- 
tered themſelves with being able cne Day to engage 
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my Heart, was what I could not reſolve to part 
with ; and I anſwered my Father, concerning the Count, 
as I had before to the others who had ſollicited him 
on the ſame fcore. 

This tender Parent appeared ſo much ſurprized at 
my Behaviour, that he ſcarce knew what to ſay ; but 
the Count, whoſe Paſſion for me really carried him to 
great Extravagancies, exciting his Pity, as well as 
;egard for his Quality, he at laſt told me, that if 1 
nad any Reſpe& for his Commands, or any Awe of 
his Authority, I muſt think of this young Noble- 
man as a Perſon deſtined ro make me happy 
Ny Xlother was not leſs importunate with me 
all my Friends and Kindred endeavoured to prevail upon 
me, the Count himſelf was every Day dying at my 
Feet, yet I was ſtill unmoved, and all their united 
Umorts ſerved only to diſquiet me, without making 
the leaſt Abatement of that Obduracy I had all along 
maintain'd. | 

For ſome Months did this faithful Lover endure all 
that neglected Love afflicts; and found that inſtead 
of making any Impreſſion on my Heart, all his Aſſi- 
duities but encrealed my Averſion, yet till did the 
Exceſs of his Reſpect prevent him from making any 
Complaints to my Parents, or once deſiring they would 
make uſe of their Power over me, to oblige me to 
lien to his Vows, with a more favourable Ear; but 
this manner of proceeding, continued ſo long, and my 
being urged to it by all who wiſhed well to our a- 
mily, my Father at laſt began to think his Conduct 
to me had been wrong, and that he ought not to have 


left me in this Reipe&t, ſo much my own Miſtreſs. 


Poſleſt with this Opinion, he told me, one Day, that 
ſince he found I was fo little capable of judging for 
myſelf, or had indeed ſo little Regard to his Advice, 
he now would ſhew me, that I was not at my own 
Diſpoſal ; in fine, that he would force me to be hap- 
Py in my own deſpite, and that he would no longer 
wait my Choice, and that I mull prepare to marry the 
Count in a few Days. 


This 
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This Command uttered in a Tone, which was quite 
a Stranger to my Ears, threw me into the utmoſt Con- 
ſternation I was terrißed at ſo unexpected a 
Proof of his Authority, but I was not ſhaken in my 
Reſolution ; and I had the Audacity to tell him, that 
if he went about to do any Violence to my Inclinations 
in this Article, I would that Moment fly for Refuge to 
a Monaſtry, or even to Death itſelf; neither of which, 
cried I, is not half ſo dreadful to me, as the Thoughts 
of Marriage. This Proteitation was ſucceeded with a 
flood of Tears; and as he perfectly doated upon me, 
his Fondneſs got the better of his Reſolves, and he gave 
me his Promiſe, never more to perſecute me on a 
Theme, to which I had teitified ſo invincible a Re- 
pugnance. 

He had but juſt left me, before the Count ds B—— 
came into the Room: IIe perceived I had been weep- 
ing, and uttered certainly the moſt tender Things, 
that Love ever dictated on the like Occaſion. But at 
that Time I was ſo far from being ſenſible of them, 
that looking on him that ſpoke them, as the Source 
of my Perplexities, the Indifference I had for him 
grew into a perfect Hate. Pretend not to pity, 
laid I, what you alone have cauſed your un- 
wiſhed Acquaintance——your luckleſs Love, and your 
fruitleſs Importunities, have very near deprived me of 
the Tenderneſs of the beſt of Fathers, have ſubjected my 
Actions, and my Sentiments, to the Scrutiny of a 
thouſand impertinent intermedlers ; and, if you defire 
to repair the Vexations you have given me, it muſt 
be by never ſeeing me more. With theſe Words L 
flung from him, and ſhut myfelf into my Cloſet, re- 
fuling to hear what Anſwer he would make, tho' he 
continued a long Time at the Door, beſeccaing 1 
would hear him ſpeak. 

This was the laſt Time I faw him, but not the 
laſt of my Troubles, on his Account; far, as I after- 
wards was inform'd, his Deſpair carryed him into the 
Poli Wars, were he was unfortunately kill'd. 
I heard. the News, at a Time when 1 was grown 
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more ſuſceptib'e of the Fower cf Love, and was ex- 
treamly grieved at the Fate I leo. ld on rivet as 
the ſole Occaſion ct- Alas! I did net then imsgine 


J was born for the Deluuctien of all to whom 1 was 
dear 
Ihe beautiful Pilgrim, was here interrupted in her 
Story, by a Torrent of Lare, which in fpite af her 
Endeavours to refrain them, burit from ler Eyes; 


but her Griefs having had a Vent, and compoſing 
herſelf as well as ſhe could, aſter a ſhort Pauſe the 
reſumed her Diſcourſe in the ſo loving NMlanner. 

In a few Days aiter the Count's Departure, ſaid ſhe, 
my Father received a I otter ftem a Phyſician at LI 
Bon, acquainting him, that a Pock wrote by me had 
fallen into his Hand; that having read it with great 
Attention, and form'd a Judgment of my Capacity, 
by this learned Production, he cculd attribute ſuch a 
Prodigy, to nothing ſo much as the great Skill of 
the Maſter, who had been my Inſtructor in this abſtruſe 
Science, ſo thought him a proper Perſon, to improve 
an only Son of bis; and beſeech'd he would accept ef 
the Charge of him; aſſuring my Father at the jame 
Time, that he ſhould think nothing too great a Gfa— 
tification, if he could obtain a Favour he had ſo much 
at Heart. 

My Father, who ſecretly perſiſted in his inclination 
of ſeeing me married; thu" he would not break the 
Promiſe he had made, contented to receive this young 
Gentleman, as a Scholar, and a Boarder, hoping that 
under the pretence of leaving the Care of his Studies 
to me on account of his great Age and Infirmities, 
he might have the Opportunity of ingratiating himſelf, 
and by being continually in my Company, if his Per- 
ſon was at all agreeable, wean me by Degrees from 
the reliſh I had for a ſingle Life. 

With this View the Len Phyſician had an Anſwer 
agreeable to his Wiſhes, the Offer was accepted, every 
thing agreed to, and the young Gentleman was to 
ſet out on his Journey with all poſſible Expedition. 

*Tis true, that before my Father gave his — 
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he took the Precaution of enquiring, by the Means 
of {ome Correſpondents he had there, concerning the 
Character and Perſon of him who was to be ſent; and 
ming both ſuch as he defirel, the one without Re- 
pronch, and the other extremely amiable, he heſi- 
tated not a Moment, before he did his Part, toward 
malzing the Experiment, how far I could be influenced 
in Favour of Menkind. In order to which, he ſaid 
to my Mother in my Pre ence, that there was no- 
thing he dilliked in having this Gentleman, who was 
expected in eight Days, but that he was ſo ugly, and 
deformed, as to create almoſt a Loathing in all who ſaw 
him. He enlarged very much on the Lopic, how diſ- 
agreeable a Thing it was to live with one of ſuch an 
unhappy Make, and added he would gladly have been 
excuſed, but that he was preſſed to it by Perſons, whom 
he knew not how to ditoblige. 

J little regarded this Ditcourſe, it only ſerved to 
give me an odicus Idca of the Perſon I was to in- 
ſtruct; but as J ad no Thoughts of him, as one who 
would ever pretend to make his Adreſſes to me, the 
thing was a matter of perfect Inditterence. 

At length Le arrived, but great God, how was I 
a oniſhed, when infiead of the moſt contemptible Fi- 
gure in the World, 1 ſaw my Father introduce to my 
Mother and myſelf, infinitely, the moſt graceful Perſon 
I had ever beheld——— !'all, majeſtick, admirably 
proportioned, a Face in which every man'y Charm 
was hlended, a certain Softneſs which ſtole itſelt into 
the Heart irreſiſtable as Lightning, and no leſs ſwift 
in Motion. My Father perceived with Pleaſure, the 
Aſtoniſhment I could not help betraying, and applaudel1 
himielf, for having ſound out the rigut Method of 
compaſſing his Dehgns. | 

The Stranger ſeem'd to conſider me with Admiration, 
and paid me an infinite Reipect ; but ! was co much 
accuſtomed to be treated in that Manner, for it to nk: 
any Impreſſion cn me, it was his Perſon that ac.om- 
pliſhed vat ſo many had fruitlelly endeavoure.) ; but 
as I ſoon Hund it pleaied me but too well, I examined 
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It with the ſevereſt Scrutiny, in hope to find ſome part 
which ſhould take off the Enchantment of the reſt, but 
to no Purpoſe; he ſeemed all Perfection, and I was fo 
angry with myſelf with being captivated, and with him 
alſo for having got the better of my hitherto impregnable 
Inclinations, that I made a Pretence to leave the Room, 
and retired to my Chamber. 

I was no ſooner there than I refleRed on the Motives, 
which had led my Father to impoſe upon me, in relation 
to this Gueſt, and ſoon diſcovered what his Aim in do- 
ing ſo had been =I then aſked myſelf, that if this 
charming Stranger ſhould make his Addreſſes, whither 
I wou'd liſten to them or not; no cried I, with great 
Emotion, I will never ſubmit to the Authority of any 
Man, beſides that of him to whom I owe my Being, 
and thoſe Accompliſhments that render me ſo generally 
adored No, I will ſooner die than ſuffer it to be 
ſaid, I had the Weakneſs to reſign my Liberty for Love, 
Love, ſaid I again, what. is Love, to what 
does it tend if I love to ſee him, to hear him 
ſpeak, this I can do without Marriage ; and when it goes 
beyond thoſe Bounds, it's beneath the Dignity of a 
Woman of Senſe———tbe Fondneſs I behold in ſome 
Women of my Acquaintance to their Huſbands, may be 
called Conjugal Virtues, but to me they are Follies ; 
and ſhews thoſe who practiſe them, to be indeed Crea- 
tures made only for the Pleaſure and Convenience of Man 
ill would it become me to be one of thoſe. 

Thus did I ſtruggle with my Paſſion on its firſt ap- 

ches; but ſoon I found I had to do with a formida- 

e Enemy. TIevery Day read Lectures of Phyſick, by 
my Father's Order, to this young Portugneſe; but in the 
midſt of theſe grave Leſſons ſofter Thoughts crowded in 
upon my Soul ; and the Pain it gave me to conceal them, 
made me ſometimes ſo ill-humoured, that every one 
wonder ed to ſee ſo great a Change in me. 

Bellizay, for fo the Invader of my Peace was called, 
perceived the little Propenſity I had to Tenderneſs, and 
-tho* I have ſince had dreadful Reaſons to be aſſured he 
loved me with an Extremity of Paſſion, never ſpoke 1 
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jeaſt Word that I could cenſure as a Declaration of it—— 
J was however too well acquainted with the Language of 
the Eyes, not to be ſenſible what his Sentiments of me 
were, and the Pain I knew it muſt give him to conceal 
them was a Proof of his Reſpect, which was very 
pleaſing to me. 

My Father on the other hand, never gave me the leaſt 
hint, that he wiſhed it might be a Match; ſo I had no 
Perſecutions but what I received from the Capriciouſneſs 
of my own Temper ;. thoſe however were too violent to 
ſuſtain without a very ill Effect on my once healthy 
Conſtitution ; the continual Conſtraint I put upon myſelf, 
that Be/lizay might diſcover nothing of my Weakneſs, 
and the ſecret Conflicts I endured, between my Pride and 
Inclination, made fo great a Revolution in all my Frame, 
that I fell extremely ill, and was obliged to keep my 
Bed. 

Bellizay never left my Chamber, but at thoſe Times 
when it was improper for him to ſtay ; but regulating 
his Behaviour to the Antipathy I ſeemed to have for the 
tender Paſſion, he was ſo circumſpect in all his Words, 
that nothing he ſaid could paſs for a Declaration of 
Love. 

The Exceſs of it, however, appeared in all his Actions 3 
and when my Diſtemper began to be looked upon as 
dangerous, the Tranſports of Grief he fell into, were ſuch 
convincing Proofs of it to my Father, that he promiſed 
him nothing ſhould prevent my being his, in caſe I 
could be brought to approve it ; which he told him he 
did not greatly queſtion, becauſe he had obſerved I 
looked upon him with leſs Auſterity that I had hitherto 
done on any of his Sex. 

This Diſcourſe between them was over-heard by a 
Maid that waited on me, and fooliſhly enough by her 
repeated to me—— Another would indeed have re- 
joiced to find Duty and Inclination go hand in hand in 
promoting a Settlement for Life ; but I, on the contrary, 
was only fearful that the ſame Authority w th which I 
had been menaced on the Count De B— — s Account, 
ſhould now in good earneſt exert itſelf in favour of 
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Bellix ay; for ſure no Woman had ever more Dread of 
being compelled to marry the Man ſhe moſt abhorred, 
than I had to be the Wife of him, whom in ſpite of my- 
ſelf, 1 loved more than Lite. [ iay, in ſpite of my- 
ſelf, for | could have torn out my Heart, for being len- 
fible of that Weakneſs, and {till continued firm in my 
Reſolution, never to be overcome by it; or to do any 
thing that ſhould give him the leaſt Hope I could be in- 
fluenced by his Aſſiduities, or even my Parents Com- 
mands in his Behalf. 

The Diſeaſe under which I had ſome Days languiſhed, 
proved at laſt to be the Small-Pox ; and Be/lizay hav- 
ing never had them, my Father fearful the Contagion 
ſnould affect him, would not permit him to come into 
my Chamber; but with what Reluctance he obeyed this 
Command, the Loſs of his Appetite, and extreme AMle- 
lancholy demonſtrated. 

I, who knew nothing of this Injunction, and miſſed 
him from my Chamber, was ieniibly affected with his 
Ablence I preſently imagined the Indifference I 
had ſhewn to him, had deterinined him to offer to ſome 
other thoſe Vows he deſpaired I would receive; or 
elſe that the Diſeaſe 1 laboured under had fo much im- 
paired my Beauty, as had entirely oeitroved the Paſſion 
he before kad for me I knew not what to think, 
but was molt ciuelly alarmed the Apprehenſion ot 
loſing bis Affection ſeen . d as terrible as Death, tho" yet 
leſs terrible than his knowing what I ſuffered on his 
Account at length my Fears were over, the 
talkative Weach I before mentioned informed me of all 
had paſſed ; und that my Father, by the Change that ap- 
peared in Bellizay, growing fearicl his over Caution 
might bring on what he endeavoured to prevent, gave 
him Liberty to vit me again————O ! if you had 
but heard the Extaſy he was in, faid ſhe, when my 
Maſter wid him he might lee you, I care ay you could 
not be ungrateiul to ſuch a Lover. Judge the Satisfacti- 
on this Account was to my Leve awd Vanity; but I 
maintained my uſual Re:erve, and chil the Maid for 
troubling me with iuch 'Trifles. 


Bellizay 
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Bellixav being re admittel, reſumed his former 
Chearfulneſs, and I in Proportion grew much better, 
what contributed alſo; very much to my ſpeedy Re- 
coverv, was, that a Glais being brought me, I found 
that fatal Enemy to Beauty, the Small- Px, would leave 
little or no Impreſſion on my Face, 

My Father, who had been in continual Alarms, dur- 
ing the Courſe of my llneſs, teſtiſied his Joy at my 
Recovery, by large Alms, and other Acts of Piety. 
But theſe Acknowledgements were no ſooner over, than 
I grew indiſpoſed again: A frequent Vomiting, a Diſ- 
guit to ali Kind of Food ; and a Sort of an unuſual 
Heut about the Regions of the Heart, rendered me ſo 
weak and languid, that I had fcarce the Power, and leſs 
the Propenſity to walk or uſe any Motion——— as this 
Diſorder was imputed to ſome deſect in my Stomach, I 
took proper Remedies, but without Succeſs for three 
whole Months in the fourth, I grew fomewhat 
better, the former Symptoms ceaſed, and my Appetite 
was reſtored ; but Faintings were very often the Conſe- 
quence of my Eating, and I was, beſides, troubled with 
thoſe ſtrange and whimſical Fancies, „hich have the 
Name cf Vapours. 

For theſe alſo IT cheyed the Preſcriptions of the 
Learned; but whither the Medicines had any Effect 
upon me, or that Nature ct itielf was ſufficient for my 
Relief, I know not, tho' ſince I am inclinzd to believe 


it was to the latter, that 1 got rid of thele vexaticus Ideas; 


my Health ſec med in a fair way of being re-eſtabliſhed, 
and all our Family were again tranſported at the Change 
that appeared in me. ; 
But ſhort was the continuance cf their Joy, it ſoon 
gave place to a Grief, which was to have no more 
Ceſſation I was ſeized with ſuch inward T'witches, 
as ſometimes made every one about me, as well as my- 
ſelf, apprehend that Moment was my :alt again 
I was put under a Couric cf Pl:yſick ; but the more I 
took, the faſter my Pains came on, and Night nor Day 
for near fix Weeks was I two Hours together free from 
them. This Diſorder as the more ſhocking to me, 
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as neither my own Skill, my Father's, nor any other of 
thoſe Phyſicians he would needs conſult about me, could 
diſtinguiſh from what Source it proceeded L ima- 
gined that I felt ſomething ſtir within me, and would 
frequently cry out, now, now it moves, and then ſcream 
eut between Aſtoniſhment and Pain. 

Complaining to my Father of theſe extraordinary 
Movements, the Feel of which I could compare to no- 
thing but a living Creature within me, ſtruggling as it 
ſeemed for room, made him at length conclude that I 
really had ſomething within me bred by a Conflus of 
Humours. Examples, tho* not very common, are not 
wanting of ſuch a Phenomenon, and he began to aſſure 
himſelf to his great Grief, that it certainly muſt be my 
Caſe. As it was ſo nice a Point, he would not rely on 
his own Judgment, but had a Conſultation of no leſs 
than ſeven able Phyſicians, to which three Surgeons 
were added I was examined concerning the 
Motions ; and my Anſwers to their Queſtions, eſpecially 
when I told them I felt it molt violent when faſting, or 
beginning to eat, made them all agree, that my Father's 
Opinion was ſtronger than any thing could be obje&ed 
againſt it; and that as the Caſe was no leſs dangerous 
than extraordinary, an Inciſion was the only means to 
free me from what ſooner or later if ſuffered to remain in 
me muſt be my Death. 

My Father came with Tears in his Eyes, to acquaint 
me with the Reſult of their Conſultation, and to prepare 
me for the Operation———1 muſt confeſs that I was 
ſeized with the utmoſt Terror, as I knew very well the 
leaſt Accident muſt be fatal; I beg'd I might have that 
Night to conſider whether I could refolve to undergo it 
or not; this Requeſt was eafily granted me, and it muſt 
be ſuppoſed in ſuch a Situation I could get but little Reit. 
It was near Morning before I felt any Inclination to 
Sleep, at laſt my Eyelids growing heavy, my Cares had 
certainly yielded to a ſhort Ceſſation ; if in that Moment 
a Voice had not reached my Ears, ſaying diſtinctly 
theſe Words, 


Lindamine ! 


Firgin's Victory. 257 

Lindamine ! Lindamine ! Lindamine ! take Care you 

conſent not tz the Operation, in a few Days you will 
be cured. 

I was fo terrified at this Voice that I fell immediately 
into a cold Sweat, ard called out with all u y Strength, 
to my Father who lay in the next Room; on which he 
preſently roſe and ran into my Chamber to know what 
had occaſioned my Outcrie -en I had related to 
tim, what had happened, he endeavoured to perſuace 
me it was no more than Imagination————he told me 
that in the Anxiety J was in on Account of the Inciſion, 
nothing could be leſs ſurprizing than that I ſhould dream 
in this Manner ; nay, that even waking, when the Lind 
is opprets'd with any extraordinary Cate, ſaid he, your 
own Judgment in Anatomy may inform you, that the 
ſubtile Vapours mounting to the Brain, cauſe ſo great a 
Confuſion in the ſeveral parts about the Pixcal Gland, 
that it conceives Objects vaſtly different from what they 
are in reality, and works ſo ſtrongly on the Senſes, as 
to make us think we both ſee and hear things that 
have no Being, but in the diſturb'd Imagination. 

But theſe Obſervations, however well grounded, made 
no Impreſſion on me: I thought myſelf too well convin- 
ced of what had happened; and as our Sex whatever Pro- 
greſs we make in Learning, always retains ſome part of 
its natural Frailty, I was extremely ſuperſtitious I 
dreaded Apparitions, and imagining the Caution given 
me to come from ſomething of that kind, both believed 
and tremb/ed at it. I thought alſo the Tone of the Voice 
was what ] had been accuſtomed to, tho? I could not then 
recolle& at what Time, ſo concluded that it proceeded 
from ſome Friend of our Family juſt departed, and as 
it was always my Opinion, that at the Moment of Diſ- 
ſolution the Soul at once takes in a great number of 
Events, among others had the Power of admoniſhin 
_- the great Danger, to which I was going to expoſe 
mylelf. 

My Father could not help ſmiling at all this ; but be- 
cauſe he would not have me ſuffer myſelf to be guided by 
the ccmmon Prejudices of the World, labour'd to con- 

Vince 
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vince me by Phiiolophical Argamentz of tie Unreaton- 
ablenels of ſuch an Opinion. I was kewever too ob- 
ſie to yieid the Point, tay? L preterucil to do for, and 
alſo to find myſelf muchi better, percoiving inat was the 
only way ta avoid the crucl Operatian. | 

Notu'itiflanding the Danger ith watch the Phyfictins 
thteatned me, in caſe I did not cn. it do wait had been 
agreed on for me, could not eite io come to that 
Extremtity, and had a fecret Derendnce in what the 
Voice had fail I was alfo iome vhat mende.! in 
reality, excepting tuvie interior „lotion, wach I now 
did not dare to complain of. 

One \orning being awalze fooncr than ordinary, for 
of late I had been exceeting iovzy, my nid tod me 
Pellizay begg'd leave to iveak to ine: As | vas in Bed 
Decency made nie at fir} reſu.e lis keyqueſt, but he teite - 
rat ing it, and declaring he wou'd not ay a Moment, I 
permitted him to enter, ordering the Maid net to leave 
the Room while he continued in it. 

He had a Jetter in his Hand, and ali the Marks of 
Grief in his Face and Air I ta. ed at Sight of 
him, tho* I knew not for what Cauſe, and he tremb!led 
as he approach'd the Bed-ſide Jam thi Moment, 
ſaid he, oblized to leave you, Madam, having juſt now 
received Advice that my Father lies at the point of 
Death; my Grie: its very natural, cried I in- 
terrupting him, and ſcarce able to diſſembie my Concern 
at loſing him, and 1 ſympathize in your Affliction. O 
would to Heaven, relumed he, not regarding the XIaid's 
Prelence, it were truly fo, and that what you have {aid 
I nigh depend upon as ſomewhat more than Words of 
Courſe how great a Conſolation would it be to 
think you partook in the Diſquiet this Abſence from you 
mult occaſion me. We don't underſtand each other, 
laid I, it was the Danger your Father is in I meant, which 
has not the leaſt Affinity with what you ſeemed to think 
by your Reply Ve, cried Bel/izay, it is indeed too evi- 
dent, you either do not, or will not underitand me 
I ought to bluſh, indeed, when 1 confeſs that the Acci- 
dent, which calis me away is not the thing that meſt 
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alarms me Could you but fce into my Heart you 
would bat I dare {ay no morc whence comes 
this c rue Averiton in yu to Love ? An! lovely 
Lindamire to w lint has this IC en pronipted me how 
happy Nl T be, it you one Day for give the N: neſs of 
a Patton which durit not break cut in the open Day. } 
had no nced to have Recourſe to Diflirnolation to pretend 
this Language was unin:elligible to me: + was indeed 
amazed at it, and equally at his locking me full in the 
Face, which he rever before preſumed to do. You talk 
in Riddles anſwered I, v. 12t have you done that ſhuns the 
Cen Pay: but voor Actions oeght not to be any 
concern of mine, I ſhouid rather fc hut Enccuragment 
} ever gave you, to entertain with fo mach Frecdem 
on the Subject of Luve ? \'v Hiphte ae or ſuch a 
Nature, replied he b'üſ fh the ne was proceeding 
to utter ſomethiug more, Wich ferhaps had Net me into 
the fatal Sectet, but tee ute became acorinted with, 
when my Father's coming into the ecm, broke cf 
our fu:ther Conver tic! , 1 car net bu: ay I was tre bed 
at it, hecauſe, tim? Ih, zu vet why, i imagined myſcit 
great'y joterelled io What he was going to ſpeak, and 
fiat my ele „ta tenurg at the Senſe of what at pre- 
lent appen:ed mvſteri us ro me. 

Niy Father, whe bv the 1ame Poſt had received the 
News, cm- to fett'e with Pel/iz>+ the Particulars of 
his Jenr-»ey, which was reſc've0 ſhould be immediate- 
ly the very Talk of it a'moſt over powerd my 
Ren, ni had enough to do in the Moment of his 
taking cave, to prevent the Diſcovery of a Weakneſs, 
J had hithe-to ſo well diſguiſed, from the loved Object 
himſe!f, as from all the World beſide. When they were 
gone, I ſent the Maid away, and being alone aban- 
doned mylelf to Tears, and to the moſt poynant 
Deſpair. | | 

When I was called to Dinner, I ſat down, but could 
hardly conf:rain myſelf enough to ſwallow a Morſel, and 
being much preſſ-d to it, by the Terderneſs of hoth my 
Parents, and equally fearful! of the Inciſion, if I made 
any Complaint, as of the true Reaſon of my want cf 

Appetit 
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Want of Appetite being diſcoyer'd ; I pretended I hal 
been ſo fooliſh as to eat ſome Sweetmeats, which had 
quite cloy'd my Stomach for ſome time. This paſt 
well enough over, and when the Cloth was taken away, 
I return'd to my Chamber, and again gave a looſe to 
all the Extravagancies of Grief. Telling the Maid I 
was going to my Studies, ſhe offer'd not to interrupt 
me; but about Ten at Night I was ſeiz d with ſo vio- 
lent a Cholick, that I was glad to ring my Bell for her. 
She was ſcarce got into the Room, when I ell 
into ſuch racking Agonies, that I doubted not but I was 
on the point of expiring terrified at the Condi- 
tion ſhe found me in, ſhe ran and call'd my Father, 
who with my Mother immediately enter'd their 
Preſence put no ſtop to my Shrieks and Groans ; and my 
Father with all his Skill, being miſtaken in my Ail- 
ment, and imagining I ſhould be ſuffocated by that Ani- 
mal, the Phyficians had agreed with him, was within 
me, order'd me to be let Blood directv. ] was 
ſo, and found a ſhort Relief; but the crvel Cholick 
again came upon me with ſuch Violence, that every 
little Fibre in my whole Frame was affected by it, and 1 
fell into moſt terrible Convulſions——as it was not 
ſuppoſed I could poſſibly live till next Morning, while 
I was employ'd in making my Confeſſion to my ghoſt- 
ly Father, the Geni'emen of the Faculty were again 
ummon'd, and h.ving conſulted among themſelves, 
they all agreed, except one, who after feeling my Pulte, 
went away ſhrugging up his Shoulders, that in this Ex- 
tremity the Operation muſt be immediately attempted. 
My Father was beginning to make uſe oft Arguments, 
in order to engage my Conſent to th:is horrible Expe- 
dient, when on a ſudden I ſhew'd there was, to his Con- 
fuſion, no Occaſion for any thing of that kind. 


Oh!] continu'd the charming Pilgrim, caſting down her 
Eyes, how ſhall I find Words to acknowledge iny Shame. 
Nature itſelf, willing to releaſe me of a com- 

mon Load, made ſuch violent Efforts, that the Houſe 
reſounding with my Cries, I brought forth a little Crea- 
ture of a Species, that was little expected from _ on y 
Other 
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Mother on ſeeing it ſtruck her Breaſt, and my Father, 
as he aftwards ſaid, felt the Bolt of Death that Moment 
at his Heart; he ſpoke nothing, his Grief, indeed, was 
too great for Words, and he withdrew to his Cloſet, end 
ſhut himſelf up, that none might be Witneſſes of his 
Agonies. 

My Mother fearful that Reproaches might be fatal, in 
the daagerous Condition I then was in, ſtifled her Rage, 
and conſtrain'd herſelf to behave to me with Tenderneſs. 

I ſuffer'd myſelf to be govern'd by her, not in 

the leaſt ſuſpecting 1 had any way offended her, and ſhe 
ave me the Aſſiſtance of a Midwife ; while all the Time 
was thanking Heaven, for having without the Inciſion 


ſo much talk d of, freed me from a Burthen of ſo many 
Months Continuance. 


Had not the Child been ftill-born, I could not have 
deceiv'd myſelf in this Manner; but, conſcious of my 
Innocence, even in 'Thought, as to Mankind, it would 
have been more ſtrange, had I gueſs'd at what had hap- 
pen'd to me, than that I had not the leaſt Thought 
about it. Doubtleſs it was the Things I had taken, 
and Want of proper Aſſiſtance in that Moment which 
[ requires it, was the Death of that to which I unknowing- 
ly had given Being: And this was the ſecond Rlurder I 
© vas guilty of. 


Ten Days paſt over without the leaſt Hint bein 


- 8 Si- 
n ven me of what happen'd, during all which Time [ 
S, || never ſaw my Father; I was perpetually enquiring for 
e, 


him, and alſo aſking a Deſcription of that Lump of 
X- | Vlieſh from which I had been deliver'd; but could never 

get any direct Anſyer to either of theſe Queſtions, 
Sighs and Tears ordinarily enſued, and this was all the 
de- Satisfaction I could obtain. 


I was extremely uneaſy at this Behaviour; but it 
did not hinder me from recovering my Strength, ſooner 
than could have been expected, conſidering what 1 had 
ſuffer' d; and finding myſelf out of any immediate Dan- 
ger of Death, I could endure this Suſpenſe no longer, 
and reſoly'd to riſe, and ſee what had prevented my 
Father's Viſits to me, in ſuch a Situation, when I ſtood 


ſo 
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ſo much in need of his Advice and Conſolation. ———— 
The extreme Grief that appear'd in the Face of my 
Mother, and the heavy downcait Looks of all the Ser- 
vants, and the An!wers they gave me ſcem'd fo ambigu— 
ous, that impatient to be convinced, I got out of Bed, 
proteſting I woul1 fee my Father, and know from him- 
{elf the Motive of his Ablence. My Mother came into 
my Room, as | was uttering ticie Words; return to your 
Bed, cruel Creature, faid the, forcing me to obey, and 
add not to the Number of your Crimes by deicroyirg 
my Life, which mult attend the Loſs of yours a 
be contented with having overwhelm'd me with the bit— 
ter Anguiſh of reflecting, I have brought a Child into 
World, whoſe Behaviour has kl d her Father, and en- 
tail'd an everlailing Intamy on his Name. | 

What is it you ſay, N a:am! cry'd I, firuck with the 
utmolt Horror, my Father kid! I the fatal 
Cauſe! Yes, wretched Lirzdamine, reply'd ſhe, 
that tender Parent could not furvive your Shame. 
He paid the Debt 0: Nature woner than would i.ave been 
demand::d, but for vour Oirences.— He died of no 
other Diſtemper than a breken Heirt. three Days after 
that fital one, in Which your Diſhondur wa; diicover'd. 
The Tears and Agonies which accomp-nicd 
theſe Words were ſo violent, as would have mclted me 
in Griet, had not the Diltra&tioa they occaſion'd in me, 
left no room for the ſofter Paſtions 

Great God! cry*d I, what have I done of 
what am I accuſed is it not enough that I have 
languiſh'd nnder the moſt terrible and mo.t extraordinary 
Ailment that ever was, that I am now but juit relic,'d 
from it, and ſtill in the rower ot Death, that in this 
Weakneſs I have loſt my dezr Father; is not all th's 
ſufficient, either to turn my Blain or ſiuk me to the 
Grave? but I muil alio be r.proacli'd, as if guilty of 
ſome horrid Crime what can this mean? 
O! what has turn'd my once fond Xother”s ! {cart againſt 
me, and ſul'd her with oufpicizns of her unhappy 
Daughter, J diihonour'd — I guilty of Of- 
fences of what Nature: 


Daughter 
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Danghier, Daughter, cry'd my Mother, interrupt- 


ing ric. if You v. „ccu'd 0 Fe to be forgiven either by Hca- 


ven or nic, ccaie this vain Pretence of !nnocence 
rather Cot! os Your \ rime. and the Nleans taken fo ieGuce 
a Virtue, ! flatter'd tovicit had been impregnable.——— 
Can you bre to hide an aka i myte!f was an i've- 
Witneſs of, and is alas two publick, in ſpite of all my 
Care to conceal it tor, Fivcaven Inuws, I weontd 
have ſereen'd your Shame; but, alas, the whale 41own 
is to weil inform? d of 1t. 

Inform'd of what? ſaid J, paſt ali Patience at her 
Diſcour'e exp.a:n yourſeif 1 beiecch you, Nia- 
dam; fr Zo who ſees my Integrity, will enable me 
to janity mylelt from M hatever Atperuons are Cait upon 


me 


Hold, Lin camine!] reſumed ſhe, dare not to prophare 
the iacred R. ame, leit immediate Vengeance ſhouid fall 
upon you : On the contrary, you ougit, While Breath is 
permitted you, incetautly to bie.s the Divine Nicicy, 
in preſerving a Liie you {fo wickedily exp d, and whi'e 
you murder your own Reputation, and bruvgkt thime 
and Conſuſion on your Parents, was the Occiſion tlio cf 
your Chiid's dying utvaptzed. O! continncd ſlie, 
what ſnoching, what :ccumulated Gailr is yours 
yet ſail you pert: it n ſcigning your {if innocent 
Harden'd Crimina!las you are had you timely con- 
teſs'd the fir!t oi your Crimes, and repcled a con 
ſidence in me, the reſt had been preventec 
you ſhou'd have had the Aſſiſtance your Con litien 
require. and by that means your Reputaiic:, been 
—— wer Father and your Child had nat been ſent 
untimely to their Graves, your Ilether not loaded witi: 
this Weigtit = Anguiſh, and yourſe!f miglit have de- 
ſerved Pera. 

The Afo: ment I vos in had hindered me from 
ſaying; any thing all this Time, and my Mother ima- 
gining by my Silence, that her Ditcourſe had made 
ſome Impreſſion on me, and tha: Grief and Sl.ame now 
tied my Tongue, took me a ſlectionately in her Arms, 
aud kiſſing me, be comforted, however, continued ſhe, 

m) 


264 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 
my {ill dear, tho' unhappy Child, for what is paſt 


there 15 no Remedy let us now look to the future 

what you ſhould firſt do, is to aſk Pardon from 
Heaven for all your Faults, I will join with you in AC; 
of Devotion and Piety, that you may find Mercy 
The Death of a Child and Father indeed can never 
be ſufficiently attoned for Nevertheleſs we muſt not 
Deſpair.——_—— Come, purſued ſhe, the holy Evange- 
liſt aſſures us, that true Contrition is a Sacrifice never 
offer'd in vain, 

Here ſhe pauſed, but I was almoſt ſuffocated with 
my Tears, diltilling faſter than my Eyes could vent 
them, ſo finding me unable to reply, and fearing I 
ſhould expire in the Agony ſhe ſaw me in: We'll 
talk no more at preſent, ſaid ſhe, on Themes too 
ſhocking for the Weakneſs of your Condition to ſuſ- 
tain your Griefs may throw you into a Fever, 
which would now infallibly deſtroy you ; and guilty as 
you are, I could not ſurvive your Loſ — No, my Child 
my poor ruined Liadamine, added this unfortunate 
Mother, do not increaſe my Miſeries y ou know 
my Life is wrapt in yours — Dry up your Tears, 
I forgive all, and the cruel Injuries we have 
received, ſhall be in part repaired, by your eſpouſing 
the Man, who in ſpite of all your good Underſtanding, 
has found Means to delude you let me know wl.o 
he is perhaps he ablconds on this Occaſion 
let him appear, how mean ſoever he may be, we have 
a ſufficiency to make him happy let him not refuſe 
you this Reparation, and it ſhall be my Study to con- 
tent him. 

This Diſcourſe and the preceding one, was ſtill a 
Myſtery to me; and as ſoon as I recovered the Power 
of Speech, I tool: the Liberty to tell my Mother fo, 
on Which ſhe ſtarted from my Bed-fide, fearing, as ſhe 
aſterwa.ds told me, that in her Rage ſhe might do ſome- 
thing, ſhe wou'd hereafter have repented; and made no 
anſwer to me, but crying out, Ob!tinate, obſtinate, 
wicked, abandored Wretch, flung out of the Room, 
3 clapping 
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clapping the Door after her with a Force that ecchoed 
through the Houle. 

I cryed to her to ſtay with all my Strength, and 
perceiving ſhe was 1 threw myſelt a ſecond Time 
out of Bed, in order to follow her; but the Maid 
forced me to lie down again, and told me I ſhould be 
the Author of my own Death by theſe violent Emotions. 
Yet how can I avoid them, cricd I, in the Name of 
God, Fancton, explain to me what is the Meaning of 
all this fear the Death of my Father, has had 
a fatal Influence on my Mother's Brain She doubt- 
leſs is diſordered in her Senſes. 

She has but too much Reaſon,anſwered ſhe, to know that 
what ſhe ſays is real. What, cried I, that J have had a 
Child ? Yes, Madam, reſumed ſhe, and it is very ſtrange 
ſince we all know it, that you will not diſcover who it 
is that has abuſed you. O the monſtrous Aſſurance ! 
return'd I, giving her a Blow, my Mother muſt ſay as 
ſhe pleaſe;, For for you you Creature, to preſume 
in this Manner to what am I reduced 

The Reply ſhe made me was ſo provoking, and ſhe 
in ſuch coarle Terms aſſerted the truth of what my Mo- 
ther had reproach'd me with, that I bad no longer Pa- 
tience, and catching up a Torch, which ſtood near, 
I threw it at her, with ſuch unlucky Force, that hap 
pening on her Temple, ſhe expired in a few Minutes, 

Judge, continued this unfortunate Pilgrim, the "Terror 
that ſeized my Soul at what 1 had been guilty of, 1 
forgot all my Weakneſs, jump'd out of Bed, and 
ther.ce ran ſcreaming, naked as I was, to my Mother's 
Chamber, I found her on a Couch half drowned in Tears ; 
ſhe ſeem'd frighted to ſee me thus, and led me back, fo: 
cing herſelf to treat me with more Tenderneſs than ſhe 
thought I merited but now great was her Conſter- 
nation, when on entring the Room, ſhe ſaw the poor 
Wench on the Floor weltring in her own Blood. She 
called for help, a Surgeon was immediately brought bat 
Life was flown before he came. 

This Murder was made to paſs as an Accident, oc- 
calioned by her running — againſt che Corner of 
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a great Cabinet that Rood near, and as we were very 
much reſpedted no enquiry was made further. 

41 the mean Time this fad Adventure, joined to what 
my Mother had ſaid, had ſo great an Impreſſion on me, 
that I ſell very ill and was judged at the Point of Death 


the convincing Proofs I every Day received from 
ul the Family, that 1 had really brought a Child into 
the World, tho' I knew myſelf perfectiy innocent, gave 
me a gloomy Light into my fatal Deſtiny I thought 
there was a poliibility ſome baſe meaſures had been taken 
with me and then again I found other Reaſons 
to perſuade me that it could not be fo——2— —the various 
Contradictions which perpetually preſented themſelves, 
whenever I ſeem'd determined to lean either Way, per- 
piex'd me fo, that nothing is more to be wondred at, 
than that I retain'd my Senſes ; but thank Heaven, my 
Brain remained untouch'd, and the Horrours I endued 
only preyed upon my Heart, but that with ſuch Violence 
that I thought every Moment was my laſt. 

My Mother, notwithſtanding all ſhe ſuppoſed me guilty 


of, and even my perſiſting in denying it, which ſhe look'd 
on as even ſuperior to all the reſt, could not think of 


loſing me without being inconſolable ; ſhe never left me 
Night nor Day, was continually on her Knees, and 
mace a Vow that if it pleaſed Heaven to reſtore me, ſlie 
would go a Pilgrimage to our Lady of Luxembargh. 

Her 7rayers were heard, and J recovered doubtleſi for 
my greater Puniſhmert ; but alas ! inſtead of beirg able 
to perform her Vow, ſhe fell into fo languiſhing a Con: 
dition that from the beginning threatned Death 
VWretch that I am, *twwas I that kill'd her too; for finding 
ne! her! Nenaces nor P'erſuaſions could bring me to con- 
te. s, M hat the i ſo much defir'd to be infornid cf, together 
with the Senſe ſhe had of my publick Diſhonour, as well 
as my ſuppoſed ſceret Guilt, her Grief for my preſent 
State, and Fears for my future one, it vas that threw her 
into the Diemer of which the died. 

Fiading her Diſſelution at Hand, and ſceing me on my 
Knees, by ker Bediide, with Tears imploring b her Bene- 
Action, fie conjured me once more as 1 would with her 

Soul's 
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Soul's eternal Peace, or had any Regard for my owns 
now in her lait Moment to diſcloſe the fatal Secret 


what could I fay ?!!ll_ how reveal what I was in in- 
vincible Ignorance of myſelf !——] I could Reply 
was, that if any ſuch thing as I was accuſed of had hap- 
pened, it muſt be brought about by ſome extraordinary 
Means, which I could no Way fathom and con- 
cluded with the moſt ſolemn proteſtation of my Innocence. 
But this being far from convincing her, ſhe turn'd herſeif 
in the Bed, that ſhe might ſee me no more, nor could all 
my Tears or Entreaties prevail on her, to look toward 
me or give me her Bleſſing; the laſt Words ſhe uttered, 
being that ſooner or later, I ſhould be ſeverely puniſh'd 
for my Hypocriſy. 

The los of ſuch a Mother, was of itſelf enough to 
throw me into Deſpair, but the cruel Circumſtances wich 
which her Death was accompanied, entirely depriv'd me 
of my Reaſon -l made frequent Attempts on my 
Life, but fome cf my Relations, who, ſince this lait 
Accident never left me, had ſo conſtant an Eye over 
me, that to their Vigilance I am indebted for my Pre- 
ſervation from an untimely End II continued a- 
bove a Month in the reſolution of deſtroying myſelf, my 
Frenzy prompting me to believe it was the only Reparation 
I could make, for the M iſchiefs I had occaſioned; at length 
through the Grace of God, and the frequent Exhortations 
of a worthy and pious Eccletiaſtic brought me by little 
and little to myſelſ he prevail'd on me, after hearing 
a Recital of all my Mizfortuncs, to have recourſe. to Hea- 
ven alone: My Sincetity and Innocence appeared plain 
to him, and he accepted mv Confeſſion as of that of a 
ſincere Per.itent ; I was indeed fo, that Pride which had 
hrought on all my Woes being now quite mortified in me, 
the Spirit of Devotion took ics Place, and in that I receiv- 
ed a Conſolation no Words are able to expreſs 
Ah! when oppreit by Cares too weighty for frail human 
Nature to ſupport, where can we find Relief but in the 
Boſom of our Creator there alone we can hope 
to enjoy true Peace tere alone be ſafe from the 
Deceits, and Crucities of an ungrateful, and enſnaring and 
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a barbarous World the good Prieſt doubted not 
from the Circumſtances of my Story, but that ſome un- 
natural Means had been put in practiſe on me, aſſured me 
that in ſpite of the dreadful Conſequences which had at- 
tended it, I might reaſonably hope Mercy He 
reminded me, that Providence by the moſt unexpected 
Means often accompliſhed its Decrees ; and that Heaven 
out of Love to its Creatures, made them ſometimes ap- 

ar moſt wretched, in order to render them in reality 
moſt happy, by bringing the whole Mind and Depen- 
dance to itſelf, and entirely wean'd from the Follies of 
the World He added I had Cauſe to think myſelf 
of that Number, and that theſe uncommon Misfortunes 
were infflicted on me only to make me eminently pious. 

Theſe Admonitions frequently repeated, were like 
Palſam to my wounded Mind, and after paſſing nine Days 
as the holy Father enjoin'd in Meditation, Faſting, and 
Prayer, methought an Inſpiration from above induced me 
to make a Vow of what my Mother had fulfill'd, if not 
cut off by Death, and after that, reſolved to become a 
Nun, whatever incident ſhould happen to tempt me, to 
a continuance in the World, and divide the large Fortune 
now devolved on me between publick Charities, and thoſe 
of my Kindred, according as their ſeveral Wants deman- 
ded, without regarding Proximity of Blood. 

When I had formed this Deſign, I communicated it to 
my ſpiritual Director he ſincerely rejoiced to find 
in me ſuch pious Sentiments, inſpired as he ſaid by Grace, 
the greateſt Mark we can receive of the divine Favour ; 
but he diſapproved of the Pilgrimage, becauſe of the In- 
conveniences and Dangers to which a young Woman, 
ſuch as I was, might be expoſed to in fo long a Journey, 
and offer'd me a Diſpenſation from my Vow ; but I was 
fo ſtrongly bent upon undertaking it, that he at laſt con- 
ſented, and gave me the beſt Advice for r ting my 
Conduct, and avoiding thoſe Perils his Prudence foreſaw 
would attend the . 5 1 

Before I began my Pilgrimage, my irs in 
Order, and diſpoſed as I had i 6d reſolved of my El- 

rving only to myſelf what was abſolutely ne- 
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ceſſary for that ſtate of Life, I had reſolved to enter into 
My Relations uſed their utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade 
me from 7 over my Fortune, remonſtrating to me. 
that if any Accident ſhould oblige me to change my pre- 
ſent Way of thinking, 1 mutt be oblig'd to depend on 
others for my Subſiſtence; but my Steadineſs furmounted 
all their Arguments, and when they ſaw 1 had in Since- 
rity no farther Conſideration for the things of this World, 
they left me at Liberty to follow my ownDeſigns. 

The Evening before my Departure, I had an Attac!? 
little inferior to my former ones received at the 
ſame time two Letters from Beli the firſt in- 
form'd me how much he ſuffer'd by being ſeparated from 
me, and was ſill'd with a thouſand Proteitations of a moſt 
violent and faithful Paſſion it brought me alſo an 
Account that his Father was dead, and had left him Maſ- 
ter of an ample Fortune, and concluded with aſſuring me 
that Decorum alone had prevented him from coming, the 
Moment he found himſelf at Liberty, to offer at my Feet 
all he was poſſeſt of. In a Poſtcript, he entreated me to 
reflect ſeriouſly on what he propoſed, and added that 4 
ought not to think I was ſo much my own Yliftrels, as 
to diſpoſe of myſelf to any other x lan. . 

This ſort of Courtſhip, from a Man who had rever 
preſumed to mention his Paſſion to me, but in thoſe 
ambiguous Words he faid at parting, ſeem'd very parti- 
cular, and I knew not well what to make of ſuch an 
extraordinary Proceeding, till breaking open the ſecond 
Letter, which was dated two Days atter the firit, and 
wrote leſt I ſhould heſitate in coming to a Reſolution, 
I found all the Horrours of my Fate explored 
He there declared himſelf my Huſband that he 
had enjoyed me as a Wife, and vainly endeavoured to 
palliate the Villany, he employed to compaſs his Deſigns, 

by the Exceſs of his Paſſion, and the Exceſs of my 
Haughtineſs of Nature. He acquainted me, that in the 
dread of ever bei g able to conquer my Antipathy to 
Marriage, he had given me a fleeping Potion, which 
at firſt he had no other View in preſcribing, than to 
Remedy my too great Watchſullneſ, during my Illneſs ; 
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but the Opportunity appearing ſo favourable to his fu- 
ture law ſul Deſigns, he could not reſiſt taking the Advan- 
tage of it, flattering himſelf, that in Caſe a Pledge of 
his Love ſhou!d appear, Decency would engage me to 
conſent to what he doubted all his Sollicitations would not 
bring to paſs, 

Now was the fatal Myſtery explain'd———now the 
Source of all thoſe irremediab!e Ills, I had ſuſtain'd, 
was no longer hid in Clouds. I knew the Wretch 
who had undone me, and that all I had been accuſed of, 


excepting my Hypocriſy, was but too true. Reli- 


gion, kowever, and reſtraining Grace, prevented me 
irom any Extravagance. I reſented as I ought the 
Ivjury done me, and in ſpite of all the Tenderneſs I had 
for him, reſolv'd to ſee him no more. I went im- 
mediately to Prayers, beſeeching God to accept of the 
*acrihce I now made of my Inclination, for this unwor- 
tiy Lover, and begg'd that as Pride had before determined 
me not to receive his Addreſſes, ſo now Devotion might 
enable me to avoid both them and him. I then renew'd 
my Vow of becoming a Recluſe, and I thank Heaven 
have never once repented of it; and I truſt the ſame 
Divine Inſpiration which gave me Grace to make it, 
will always continue with me, and ſupport me againſt 
every thing that has a Tendency to break jt. 

It is now a Year and a Day ſince I quitted Montpellier, 
in the Zquipage you ſee me; I have had the good For- 
tune to meet with no troubleſome Adventure to delay my 
Pilgrimage, which being now expired, 'To-Morrow I 
bid an eternal Adieu to the World | 

Thus, added the ſorrow ful Pilgrim, have I given you 
the full Account of my Misfortunes, no Particular of 
which can ever be obliterated from my Memory 
and as Pride and Self-Suficiency was my Ruin, for my 
great Humiliation, I made a Law in myſelf, never to 
refuſe the Recital of them, to ſuch as deſire it; with 
this Condition annex'd, which I did not heforc mention 
ro you, becauſe I am periuaded of your Compliance, it 
is to do ſome Act of Piety in my BEchalt, that the ſu- 
preme Being may enable me to perſevere in the 2 
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Sentiments he has inſpired me with, and Fortitade to 
carry them into Execution. 

Here did Lindamine conclude, and the Tears which 
ſhe had with ſo much Dificulty reit..:in'd, now bur{t 
forth in ſuch Abundance, that even tk Count De Satt 
Fal, gay as he was, could ſcarce for ear {ympathizing - 
in her juſt Griefs; for my Part, I fit an Anguith little 
ſhort of what I had done in the moſt melancholy Turns 
I had experienced in my own Fortune. As ſoon as theſe 
Demonſtrations of Grief were a little over, we thank'd 
her for the Pains ſhe had given herſe:f to (lige us, and 
then ask'd her, if the Convent ſhe had made Choice 
of, was far diſtant from the Place where we were: On 
which ſhe told me ſhe had not vd on any particular 
one; that it was altogether inciiterent to her where ſhe 
retir'd, and that ſhe purpos'd on her Stengrd's Arrival, 
to ſend him to enguire out ſor-2 Convent, where ſhe 
might not be known; fer as ſie intended to quit the 
World intirely, ſhe would not go into one near where ſic 
had liv'd, and elſewhere ſhe had no Obje&:on. 

On her ſaving this, a 'i'hought came into my Head 
that might be ſerviceable to her, and at the fame time 
give me an Opportunity of relating my preſent Circum- 
ſtances, both to Madam De G———, and my ccar 
Saint Agnes, who was never abſent from my Mind. 
With this View I recommended in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
I could to Lindanine, the NMonaltery | came from and 
told her I would direct her to a Lady, who honour d me 
with her Friendſhip, and who partly on that Score, and 
much more out of her ſingular Picty and Sweetneis of 
Diſpoſition, would tal;e Pleaſure to oblige her in this 
Affair; which I aſſur'd her lay greatly in her Power, as 
the Abbeſs was much devoted to her, and would receiv? 
with open Arms, any one that came from ler. 

Lindamine ſeem'd charm'd with this Propotal, ard 
made me a thouſand Acl;now element: : | gave her the 
Character cf Saint Arnes, and Inde her ſenble of the 
Conſolation, ſhe would find in the Socicty of that cane 
ing Nun. As nothing is more pletüng than to talk of 
thoſe we love, I could got heip expatiatity a great dal 
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on this Topick but the Count having never ſeen her, and 
ronſcquently could have no Hare in this Diſcourſe, inter- 
rupted me, by asking my Permiſſion, to go before it was 
too late in the Evening, an- try the Benefit of the Air 
for a violent Ee. d. Ach. which he ſaid had afflicted him 
iince Dinner. 1 anſwei'd him only with a low Bow, 
and he immediately retired. 

When he was gone, I preſs'd Lindamine, again to 
think of no other Convent than that I had mention'd ; 
and ſhe afſur'd me, ſhe would go the next Day to Ma- 
dam De 6, and as ſoon as that Lady had done 
what I had made her hope, ſhe would enter directly; 
after this we began again on the Subject of Saint Agnes, 
and I felated the Particulars of her Story, to the End 
the fair Pilgrim might believe her Mlisfortunes, were 
iuch as would readily induce her to pity thoſe of ano- 
ter. ———Ah! cry'd that unhappy Lady, if your 
tair Friend had the ſmalleſt of my Crimes to reproach 
nerſelf with, the Crue'ty of her Fate would be dread- 
fully extenuated; but, alae, no Woes are equal to the 
Horrors of a guilty Conſcience. 

Lindamine perceiving by the Hiſtory I gave her of 
my Friend, that I was entruſted with her Papers, which 
I was at a Loſs how to deliver, told me with the moſt 
obliging Air, that if I would venture them in her 
Hands, that ſhe would undertake they ſhould be given 
to the Perſons directed to; by the Means of a truſty Ser- 
vant, who was to come to her the next Day, and who 
ſhe would ſend Expreſs with them, and return with an 
Account to her, how far he had been able to execute his 
Commiſſion. I found this Way fo eaſy and ſo ſpeedy, 
that tranſported to think the Satisfaction Saint Agnes, 
would find in having an Affair, ſhe ſo much wiſh'd ac- 
compliſh'd, that I threw myſelf at Lindamine's Feet to 
teſtify my Joy and Gratitude. This beautiful Woman 
charm'd with my Good-nature, entreated to know in 
her Turn, who I was; and imagining by the Sighs I 
ſometimes vented, and a certain Air of Xlelancholy, 
which I could not always diſguiſe, that there was fome- 
thing peculiar in the Accident rat had befallen + 
MILLS 
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preſſed me very much to relate my Hiſtory, aſſuring me 
at the ſame time no-body could be more intereſted in it. 
On which I told her with a Smile, that it would be a 
very ill Return for her Civilities, to trouble her with a 
Detail of my Misfortunes ; but ſhe renewing her Re- 
queſt, I ſaid Saint Agnes ſhould receive Permiſſion from 
me to ſatisfy her Curioſity ; and added, the agreeable 
Manner in which that beautiful Nun would relate it, 
would render the Circumſtances leſs tedious. The 
Politeneſs of Lindamine, oblig'd her to ſeem content 
with this Promiſe, tho' I could eaſily perceive it ſery'd 
only to encreaſe her Impatience. 

After ſome mutual Demonſtrations of a laſting Friend- 
ſhip to each other, I ſet myſelf to writing. My Letter to 
Madam De , was taken up with recommend- 
ing the fair Pilgrim, teſtifying the high Senſe I had of 
all the Favours ſhe had heap'd upon me, and entreating 
ſhe would always remember poor F canetta in her Prayers. 
That to Saint Agnes was much longer, I there poured 
out my whole Soul, related all had happen'd to me, 
ſince I left the Convent, and after letting her know how 
happy I was in having an Opportunity to ſerve her ; 
— if the Marquis ſhould ceme to the Conxent, 
or Dubois, as I imagin'd he would, ſhe would ai- 
ſure that generous Lover, that in all Events, my Heart 
ſhould as long as Life remain'd be devoted to him 
alone. | 

It was near Eight o'Clock before I had finiſh'd my 
Diſpatches, and this important Buſineſs being over, I 
began to think of Saint Fal, and was ſurprized to hear 
he was nor yet return'd. The perfect Reſpect he 
now treated me with, had eraced from my Mind all Re- 
membrance of his Behaviour the firſt Day he had me 
in his Power, and the Confidence he repoſed in me, in 
leaving me to myſelf in a Place, where I might hase 
had an Opportunity of eſcaping from him, if I had at- 
tempted it, created in me a kind of an Efteem, aud 
render'd me uneaſy, leit ſome ill Accident had happen's, 
and prevented hira from coming back. At Nine, 


my Surprize encreas d, and 1 went down into the Court- 
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Yard of the Cabara to enquire of the People concerning 


him they told me he was gone, as they imagin'd, 
to kill ſome Game, and that probzhly he was watching 
to ſhoot a Hare -s I knew very well that Sporti- 
men had no Conſtderatien of Hour, I believ'd that 
might be the Cale, and return'd to Lindamine better ſa- 
ti fied ; but was ſtrangely {urprized to fd at her Feet a 
Man of a very gracetul Aprenrance, who ſeem'd to urge 
ſomething to her with greut \ chemence, while ſhe en- 
deavoured to cet free from his Importunities, and ſtrug- 
gled as he held her two Hands cloſe preſo'd between his. 

I was going to retire without teſtifying any Deſire of 
Frying into the Myſtery cf this new Adventure; but 
Lirdamine cry'd out, no, no, beautiful Feanetta, come 
in, and by your Preſence and Advice aſſiſt me in defend- 
ing myſelf from the Aſſaults of this baſe Man 
tais moſt unworthy Wretch who dares pretend to call 
himſelf my Lover. Behold here Bellixay, con- 
tinued ſhe, the Prutal Raviſher the Author of all 
my Crimes, cf all my Miſeries; yet after having ren- 
der'd me ſo unhappy, would needs perſuade the black 
Defigns he put in Practice, are Proofs of a warrantable 
Affection. 

Yes, charming Lindamine, cry'd Pelli ay, interrupt- 
ing her with a moſt violent Emotion, may Heaven this 
inſtant ſtrike me with its ſevereſt Vengeance, if ever I 
had the leaſt impure Intention towards you from 
tae firſt Moment I beheld you, all my Defires center'd 
in the g'orious Ambition of being one Day yours, by 
ſuch Means as you and your Parents ſhould approve ; 
but you reproach me, ah, too unjuſt, and cruel as 
you are, with being the Occaſion of your Misfortunes ; 
now eaſy it is for me to retort it, and appeal to your 
oan Heart, if that Diſtaſte you expreſs'd for Marriage, 
did not in a manner enforce me to be guilty of what you 
call a Crime, The Parity between our Births, our 
Fortunes, our Years ; your Father's deſire of ſeeing me 
his Son- in-Law, all this joined together, and oppoſed 
o uly by an unaccountable Caprice, rather than any Diſ- 


guit to my Perſon or Character, tempted me to take on 
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only Means, as I then thought it, of making you mines 
I pleaded guilty, O! adorable Lindamiue; 
but as I cannot think you hate me. { have a thou- 
ſand Inſtances, which you unknowing to yourteif have 
given me of the contrary, render us not both unhappy. 
You are my Wife my dear Wiſc. 

Hold ! barbarous Man, cry'd ſhe, wezping, call me 
not by that odious Name————2:or think 1 will ever 
forgive the baſe Methods you took to enſnare me into a 
Conſent to wear it.—— 020d! Heaven, purſued ſhe in 
th2 bittereſt Agony, that you can dare to think you have 
a Right. Yes, relumed he, eagerly, I have a 
Right which nothing can deprive me of, and I will die 
before I renounce the Title of your Huſband, Be you 
the Judge, Madam, ſaid this unfortunate Lover, addre!- 
ſing himſelf to me -l leave my Fate to your De- 
cilion, I take you at your Word, reply'd Linda mine 
haſtily, I am too well ſatisfy'd of her Sentiments of Ho- 
nour and Religion, to doubt if ſhe will defer pailing 
Sentence in my Favour. 

Bellizay finding his Fate depended on me, roſe from 
the Poſture he was in, and began to ingratiate himſelf by 
exagperating his Paſſion, his Lenderneſs and Conſtancy; 
he endeavour' d to palliate his Temerity, and the fatal 
Conſequences of it, by many ſpecious Arguments, and 
t hen proceeded to alledge, that as what was done was 
impoſſible to be recall'd, Hymen ought now to repair 
the Fault of his paſt Conduct, and that if he even lov'd 
the charming Lindamine leis, Honour would oblige him 
to inſiſt on being her Huſband in the Face of tne V.orld, 
as he was already fo in the Eyes of Heaven. After thi 
he proceeded to paint the 'Torments he had endured, in 
being abſent from her, in the molt lively Colcurs; he 

ave me an Account of the many advartagecus Matches 
4 had refus'd for her ſake, and that being mach urged 
on that Head by his Relations, he left L to avoid 
their Importunities, and came ta eie. in order to 
ſacrifice all theſe Offers to her, who had his Heart; th: t 
hearing on his Arrival ſhe kad quitted that Place; ke 
had for near a Year wander'd in a vaia Scarch of yy 

N 6 tu 


276 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


till returning to Montpellier, he heard by Accident ſhe 
had ſent for a Chaiſe, which he follow'd without being 
obſerved by him that drove it ; and was now come either 
to obtain her Pardon, or put an End to his Deſpair be- 
fore her Eyes. 

I gave Bellizay all the Time he defired, to emdbelliſh 
his Defence with every Argument, Love and Wit could 
furniſh him with; and finding he had done, I turn'd to 
Lindamine, and aſk'd if the had any thing to add to 
what ſhe had before inform'd me of. No, Madam, an- 
ſwer'd ſhe, nor do I think there needs any Addition to 
Facts, ſuch as have been the Conſequence of his fatal 
Inclination. 

This being ſufficient to make me know ſhe perſiſted 
in her Reſolution, I addreſs'd myſelf to Bellizay, and 
gave my Arbitration in thcſe or the like Terms. Since 
you think fit, Sir, faid I, to refer your Fate to my Opi- 
nion in this Caſe, I am extremely ſorry to acquaint you 
it is widely difterent from yours. You mult alſo 
forgive me, when I ſay, nay, will take upon me ta 
maintain you are not only unworthy of the Happineſs 
you aim at; but even of the Society of Perſons of any 
Delicacy, as you have broke through all the Rules of 
Honour, Decency and Integrity, to which you ſo vainly 
pretend is it poſſible that with that fine Under- 
{tanding and Education yeu have (for it would be Injuſ- 
rice to deny you either the one or the other) you could 
ſo far forget the Duty owing to yourſelf ? The 
Crimes of ſeducing, or even torcing a Woman's Virtue, 
great as they are, are yet more excuſeable than what 
you have been guilty of ? The firſt may be com- 
pared toa Man, who conſcious of ſuperior Strength and 
Skill, attacks one no way] equal to him, and goes to 
Fight with an Aſſurance of Victory, yet ſtill ſome 
lucky Chance may fave the Weaker, at leaſt he has an 
Opportunity of attempting his Defence ; but your Con- 
duct reſembles that of an Aſſaſſin, who ſtabs his Antago- 
rilt in the Back, or when he is aſleep, at a time when 
he is wholly incapable of warding off the Blow, or 
even knowing from whom he receives it: _— 
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Sir, it muſt be confeſs'd, that a Procceding ſuch as 
yours, is truly an Aſſaſſination. You pretend al- 
ſo, that Love ſuggeſted to you to commit this Outrage; 
no, Sir, true Love never inſpired its Votaries with Baſe- 
neſs : That Paſſion which centers in a Self-Gratification, 
is far unworthy of the Name of Love. A Lady 
from whom I received ſome Part of my Education, and 
whois with Reaſon, highly eſteem'd for Delicacy and 
Penetration, always taught me, that the way to diſtin- 
guiſh a real Tenderneſs, was to ſeem not always on one's 
Guard before the Perſon who pretended to it, and accor- 
ding as he took or declined taking any Advantage of 
that ſuppoſed Weakneſs, one might judge of his Since- 
rity. Beſides Love in itſelf is an unvoluntary 
Paſſion ; what Obligation does a Man confer on his Miſ- 
treſs, when he adores her becauſe ſhe appears beautiful 
in his Eyes ? But if it is not in his power to render her hap- 
Py, and he makes a Sacrifice of his Deſires, and yields his 
hopes to a Rival every way qualified to compleat her 
Wiſhes, he is then, indeed, a Lover, becauſe he prefers the 
ofthe beloved Object to his own. It muſt be acknow- 
edg'd, indeed, the preſent Age affords but few Inſtances 
of ſuch a diſintereſted Affection; but, nevertheleſs, I 
am well aſſur'd there are Perſons, whoſe Greatneſs of 
Soul would enable them in ſuch an Occaſion to teſti- 
y it. 
1 fine, continued I, there can be no true Love that 
is not accompanied with the niceſt Regard to Honour, 
neither can its Conſequences ever be fortunate ; becauſe 
Paſſions founded on Self- Gratification, will excite other 
Paſſions, which will claſh with each other ; but when 
Love has Virtue for its Guide, it prevents all the Miſ- 
chief that frequently, if not always ariſe from the Sal- 
lies of a diſorderly Inclination. How little Ex- 
perience ſoever I have, I believe, I have given you the 
Outlines of the Picture of what a Lover ought to be; 
and to ſuch a one, I think Mademoiſelle Lindamine is 
juſtly entitled ; and which had ſhe found in you, that 
Averſion to Marriage, which ſeem' d ſo unconquerable, 


Time and a perſect Knowledge of your Worth, might 


have 
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have ſubdued, and you would both have been complently 
bleſt ; whereas now nothing can be more unhappy. 
Reflect on the dreadful Ils your Indiſcretion has occa- 
ſion'd How wretched even to an extreme, you 
have made the Woman, whoſe Felicity ſhould have been 
your ſole Care. In the firſt Place, ſhe is unknow- 
ingly the cauſe of her poor Infant's Death————in the 
next, ſhe loſes the molt tender and belt of Fathers. 
Then provoked by an impertinent Anſwer, ſhe embrues 
her Hands in the Blood of a Perſon appointed to attend 
her. Then ſends to the Grave oppreſt with Grief 
a moſt affectionate Mother. After this attempts 
to lay violent Hands on her own Life; all which Crimes 
though innocently committed, or attempted, demand 
Attonement, nor can ſhe do leſs than devote the reſt of 
her Days entirely to Acts of Piety. — Religion 
and Honour require this of her, and a Cloiſter can alone 
compoſe the Tumults of Remorſe. Let this generous 
Effort be equall'd on your Side, and if you cannot gain 
ſo noble a Victory over yourſelf, give at leaſt this laſt 
Proof of your Love, not to moleſt her in the Execution 
of her Purpoſes. 

I had no ſooner mention'd a Cloiſter, than this diſ- 
conſolate Lover threw himſelf again at the Feet of Linda- 
mine; with all the Marks of the moſt ſincere Repentince— 
His Expreſſions were ſo touching, his Deſpair fo lively, 
that the Paſſion ſhe had formerly been poſſeſs'd of for 
kim, began to revive ; ſome Sparks of it, in ſpite of all 
her Caution forced their way, and B//izay no leſs diſ- 
cerning than amorous, eaſily perceived tne Effect his Pre- 
ſencc and Diſcourſe had on her Heart ; and purſued the 
Advantage he had gain'd with ſo much Wit and Flo- 
quence ; that ſhe no longer had any Arguments to offer, 
and only inſiſted on her Vow, which ſhe told him, ſhe 
neither could nor would attempt to break. 

I mult confeſs I pitied her Situation extremely, and trem- 
bled for her Reſolution, which I found was on the Point 
of being ſhaken as I thought it impoſſible for her 
to enjoy any true Happineſs in the World, after what 
had befallen her, eſpecially with the Perſon, whoſe un- 
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fortunate and ill-govern'd Paſſion had been the Cauſe, I 
heartily wiſh'd he might not be able to prevail on her ; 


but ſhe ſoon eas'd me of my Apprehenſions and Suſpence, 


by a Behaviour worthy the Imitation of all, who have 
any Reaſons to put in Practice that difficult Virtue of 
Self-Denial, in the things their Souls molt love. 

Bellizay having made a long Harangue to prove, that 
a Vow ſuch as hers was of little Conſequence, and that 
any Prieſt had power to grant a Diſpenſation, eſpecial- 
ly, as there were ſuch powerful and previous Reaſons, 
for her lay ing herſelf under other Bonds than thoſe of 
the Church; the charming Pilgrim ſtarted from her 
Seat, and without making him any Anſwer, flung her- 


ſelf upon her Knees, and lifting up her Hands and 


Eyes to Heaven. Oh! Power ſupreme ! {aid ſhe, who 
hait inſpired me with a Reſolution of quitting this falſe 
World and all its Cares, enable me I beſeech thee, to 


fulfil the Vow I have made, and which I now confirm, 


to {acrince my future Days to thee alone. 

Bellizay at hearing this, could ſet no Limits to his 
Deſpair and drawing his Sword, cry'd, thus 
then I ſacrifice to cruel Lindaminc: It was as much as 
the united Force of both of us could do, to hinder the 
Effect of his Raſhneſs, and our Strength in endeavouring 


to force the Weapen from him, had not prevented it. 


from paſting through his Body; had not Lindamine's 
more prevailing Words obliged him to ſneath it: Hold, 
cruel Man, ſaid ſhe, too much Blood already have I to 
anſwer for let me not have another Death to 
mourn. 

To mourn, reply'd he, Ah! could I hope you would 
lament my Fall, Life would be worth preſerving 
but, vain Thought———have you not vowed my ever- 
lating Miſery—————o you not fly to a Cloiſter to 
avoid me. Well, go; but firs behold the End of 
him who cannot live without you. 

With theſe Words he made a ſecond Attempt, but 
Lindamine threw herſelf upon him, ſaying you ſhall not 
die. Do not BLellizay territy me in this manner 
my ood runs cold through all my Veins.— 


K —_—_— 


— 
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I tremble, and in the Conſteraation you have put me, 
am unable to know myſelf, what I would do to ſave 
YOU— allow me but this Night to recolle& ; To- 
morrow you ſhall have my Anſwer perhaps, it 
may be conformable to your Inclinations. 

He was about to reply ; but ſhe conjured him to retire, 
and leave her to the Privilege of Thought; I join'd in her 
Requeſt, and told him that he ought to be ſatisfied for 
the preſent, with what ſhe had ſaid ; on which doubtleſs 
flattering himſelf, that the Sight of his Deſpair had 
wrought the Effect he wiſh'd, he was at laſt prevail'd 
on to leave the Room, though not till he had utter'd 
things might have ſhook the firmeſt Reſolution. 

As ſoon as he was gone, Lindamine having wip'd away 
ſome Tears, which in ſpite of her, trickled down her 
Cheeks, ought I not to bluſh, ſaid ſhe to me, after 
having betrayed ſo much Weakneſs ; but deareſt F eanct- 
ta, let me not be prejudiced too haſtily in your Eſteem ; 
for notwithſtanding the Force of a Paſſion revived at the 
Preſence of him, who firſt inſpired it, and the Deſpair 
he has teſtified before me; ſtill will I perſiſt in my Re- 
ſolution, and you ſhall ſee me put in Execution, with the 
utmoſt Courage, what I have vowed to perform. 

She had ſcarce left off ſpeaking, when the Steward ſhe 
had mention'd came into the Room ; ſhe acquainted him 
with her Uneaſineſs on the Account of Bellixay; and he 
before knowing her Intention of going to a Monaſtery, we 
all a „that the beſt way to eſcape the Vigilance of 
this diſtracted Lover, which doubtleſs would not reſt at fo 
critical Juncture, was, that ſhe and I ſhould change Bed- 
Chambers; and early in the Merning ſhe ſhould ſet out 
in the Count's Chaiſe, which might carry her to ſome 
Place of Safety, and return time enough for our Depar- 
ture. I made no queſtion, but a Perſon of Monheur 
De Saint FaPs generous Diſpoſition, would readily aſſiſt 
in ſo laudable an Enterprize, and therefore gave Orders 
to his Poſtilion to have the Chaiſe ready by Day-break. 

In theſe Contrivances a conſiderable time was paſt, 
and the Clock ſtruck Ten without any News of the 
Count's arriving: I was really very much concern'd at 

it, 
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it, and could not help expreſſing to his Valet de Chamber, 
that I thought his Indifference did not very well become 
him ; on which he took a Guide and Lights with him, 
and went out to ſeek his Maſter. 

What made me the more troubled, leſt any Misfortune 
ſhould have happened, was, that I look'd on myſelf as 
partly the Occaſion : Being convinced that the chief Mo- 
tive which induced the Count to go out, was to leave me 
the Liberty of entertaining the lovc!y Pilgrim, to take 
off all Appearance of Conltraint on my Actions. 

I perceived, indeed, he was poſſeſo'd of a very great 
Paſſion for me; but then as he behav'd with fo much 
Honour and Reſpect towards me; I thought neither my 
Virtue, nor my Affection for his Couſin the Marquis, 
laid me under any Obligaticn to reſent the Sentiments I 
had inſpired him with— all required on my Side 
being not to encourage, or approve any Declaration of 
that Sort. Inclinations cannot be controu:'d, but Ac- 
tions may, and when 2 Woman by her Merit has create! 
a real Paſſion in a Man of Honour, and after his avow- 
ing himſelf her Admirer, ſhe has aſſur'd him her Affec- 
tions are elſewhere engag d, I can ſee no Reaſon, why 
ſhe ſhould ſcruplouſly avoid his Company, provided ſhe 
allows him no Opportunities inconſiſtent with Decency. 
Affectation and Preciſeneſs are no Proofs of true 
Virtue : Experience convinces us, that the moſt aban- 
don'd frequently ſcreen their Vices under thoſe Maſks, 
and I would not adviſe any Woman, who is truly valu- 
able to wear them, however, cenſorious the IIl. judging 
World may be on what they call a free Behaviour. Ac- 
cording to this Maxim, I treated the Count De Saint 
Fal, in a manner becoming his Quality, and as a Per- 
ſon to whom I was obliged, yet at the ſame time gave 
him no room to flatter himſelf, my Gratitude to him 
would extend to the Prejudice of the Man I loved. But 
to return. 

Lin:!amine, deſirous of ſetting out before Bellizay 
could have any Thoughts ſhe was awake, went to my 
Ped as we agreed ; but not till we had taken a Farewel 
of each cther, more conformable to that of L lon 

riend- 
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Friendſhip, than of the Acquaintance of a few Hours ; 
and ſo great an Eſteem had we mutually conceived for 
each other, that this Separation coſt both of us many 
Tears. I entreated ſhe would let me hear often from 
her, as ſoon as I ſhould be able to ſend her proper Di- 
rections, and ſhe aſſured me ſhe ſhould comply with my 
Requeſt ſo readily, as by the Trouble ſhe ſhould give 
me, might, perhaps, make me repent I had given her 
that Liberty. After this ſhe went to;her Repoſe, but I 
could not be prevail'd upon to think of taking any, till 
I heard ſome News what was become of the Count. 


The End of the FIFTH PART. 


T H E 


VIRTUOUS VILLAGER, 


OR, 


VIRGIN's VICTORY. 


FAN Tv. 


LEVEN, Twelve, and One o'Clock 
was paſt, yet no Saint Fal ap- 
pear'd, and my Uneaſineſs encreas'd 
to that Degreee, that not all the En- 
YN treaties of the Woman of the Houle, 
could prevail on me either to 
SE eat any Supper, or go to Bed; till a 
Horſe ſtopping at the Door, one of the Servants call'd 
out haſtily, that a Meſſenger from the Count was arriv'd. 
Immediately after, a Man booted and ſpui'd 
came into my Chamber, of whom I haſtily enquired 
for Mlonſieur De Saint Fal: And he reply'd that he _ 
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left him about 20 Miles off having rid Poſt with him ſo 
far. 'This News aſtoniſhed me indeed, and I could not 
help aſking a thouſand Queſtions in a Breath, concernin 
the meaning of this ſtrange Proceeding and what coul 
induce him to ſo ſudden and unlook'd for a Departure, 
on which he delivered me a Letter, and told me that he 
doubted not but I ſhould find in that a fuller Information 
than any he was able to give me: I added no more 
but having haſtily broke the Seal, I was ſupriz'd at read- 
ing the following Lines ; 


To the beautiful Feanetta. 


S I have reafon to apprehend from the Obſervations 
I have made of your Sweetneſs of your Diſpoſition, 
that my Departure and Abſence might occaſion in you 
ſome Diſquiet for the Cauſe, I ſhould have been utterly 
unworthy of that Friendſhip I would merit by my 
Actions, if I had not ſent an Expreſs with all poflible 
Speed to put an End to your ſuſpence. As I went on a 
Buſineſs meerly to ſerve you, I had not made a Secret of 
my Journey ; but that I flattered myſelf to have accom- 
Pliſhed it, and returned with the News of it before you 
could have had any ſuſpicion on what purpoſe I had gone 
the pleaſing Surprize it would have given you, 
flattered theDelicacy of thoſe Ideas, which the diſintereſted 
Affection I have for you, has inſpired me with, and the 
Accident which deprived me of that Satisfaction, has 
been no ſmall diſappointment to me. 

My Intention, O! charming Feanetta, was to have 
prepared a Place for you, where you might r&main with 
Safety and Convenience, till all the Tempeſts of your Fate 
were over, and you ſettled in the World, as you juſtly 
deſerve ; but when I arrived at Saint G———, a Town 
which ſeemed to be molt likely to anſwer both theſeEnds, 
how was I amazed to find at the entrance my Couſin the 
young Marquis de L Vo I tought 


in Lorrain : He appeared no leſs aſtoniſhed at the Sight 
of me the Confuſion of his Behaviour gave me 
ſome room to imagine he ſuſpected what my * 

ere 
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here was I will acquaint you To-morrow, with 
the Reaſons that would not ſuffer me to deal with him 
in the ſincere manner I have been accuſtomed ; but 1 
know you have too much Wit, and Penetration, not to 
gueſs part of them Never Man, however, was 
more perplex'd than I was, during the whole Time I 
was in his Company, glad ſhould I have been to have 
avoided ſuch an Interview, and the many Queſtions he 
aſk'd me but the great Intimacy between us, as well as 
Nearneſs of Blood, would not permit I ſhould excuſe 
myſelf from ſupping with him. Our Converſation turn'd 
on Matters wholly indifferent to either of us, and tho' I 
could perceive he was a thouſand Times on the Point of 
ſpeaking of his adorable Feanetta, yet he as often re- 
ſtrain'd himſelf; which confirmed me more and more 
that he had ſome Miſtruſt of me, and as nothing can ren- 
der a Perſons Company leſs agreeable, we had no ſooner 
given over eating than we ſeparated under different Pre- 
tences : My Couſin ſaid he was obliged to ride Poſt back 
to Pont-a-Mouſſon, for having come with a Deſign to go 
to Court, as imagining he might now appear, the Cheva- 
lier D'E/bieu.x being recovered of his Wounds, but that 
he had met {ome of his Friends on the Road, who let him 
know it was proper he ſhould abſent himſelf a little lon- 

er. Butalas I was not to be impoſed upon on this Head, 
f am too ſenſible of the Power of your Charms, not to 
know twas you alone that drew him from his Retreat— 
He doubtleſs has been inform d of his Father's Reſolution 
concerning you, and that I have been employed as his 
Inſtrument in the Affair what he now judges at 
ſeeing me without you I cannot determine, but am con- 
firm'd in my Conjecture as to the Motive of his quitting 
Lorrain, for having had him watch'd, when he took 
Leave of me to go as ht ſaid to Pont a-Moufſon, the Emil- 
ſary I ſent is juſt come back, and aſſures me that the 
Marquis, inſtead of taking the great Road turn'd into a 
Bye-Path, where having rode backward and forward 
ſeveral Times, he at laſt return'd into the Town by an- 
other Gateway. If in his Turn he has ſent any body 
after me, he will find I have not deceiv'd him, for 1 told 


him 
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him I was going to Fer/aillzs, where I indeed expect to 
be to-morrow ; and if he imagines I act in Concett with 
my Uncle, as I doubt not but he does, my ſuture Conduct 
will ſufficiently convince him to the contrary. 

It is for you to determine which way you ſhall act; 
but if I raay be permitted to adviſe, in the Ambition 
J ſhall ever have of ſerving you, I ſhould think it moſt 
proper for you to meet me to-morrow at Verſailles 
I will provide an Apartment for you, where you ſhall 
be received undera Name that will infallibly ſecure you 
from all Enquires You will find a Man in the long 
Walk, who ſhall watch your coming, and conduct you 
where you are toalight. Let not the Place give you any 
alarm, the old Marquis de LV. is in the Country, 


and as he is far from ſuſpecting how ill I obey his Orders 


will have no other Thought but you are where I ſhall 
retend TI have diſpoſed you ſo that tho' at his Re- 
turn he ſhould happen to ſee you, he will never imagine 
you the Miltreſs of his Son Oh Heaven ! with how 
much Pain co I give you that Title; but you take 
Pleaſure in it, and I will not preſume to complain of you 
at leaſt, whatever I may do of my Fate happen 
what will, in all Events you ſhall ever find in me a ſin- 
cere Friend, who will not only fecretly, but openly alſo, 
ſtand between you and every thing that might occaſion 
you difquiet I beg you will let me know your 
Pleaſure by the Bearer, who knows where to find me, 
and has my Orders to return immediately with your 
Anſwer Iam with much more than ReſpeR, 


O lovely Feanetta, 
Your moſt humble, Sc. 


De Saint Fal. 


In a Poſteript I ound theſe Words. 


P. S. Conſider I beſeech you, adorable Feanette, 


that in the preſent Situation of your Affairs, it is of ex- 
treme 
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treme Conſequence you ſhould avoid being ſeen by my 
too amiable Couſin. 


I read this Letter over ſeveral Times, before I was 
able to fix on any Reſolution : the Pleaſure it gave me to 
hear theſe new Proofs of the Marqui:'s Affection, was 
ſo exquiſite, that for ſome Moments it took up my whole 
Soul, and I could think on nothing elle his Quality 

the Charms of his Perſon the Tenderneſs of 
his Paſſion, but above all his Sincerity might well be 
raviſhing to a young Heart, and IT could not but rejoice 
when I reflected that the Warmth with which thought 
ot him, had the Excuſe of Gratitude for what he had 
done, and ſuffered for me, as well as his Perſeverance in 
combating with ſuch almoſt inſuperable Difficulties for 
my Sake. 

could not however diſapprove the Conduct of the 
Count de St. Fal on this Occaſion, tho' I plainly percei- 
ved Love and Jealouſy lad the greateſt Share in it; but 
the engaging and reſpectful Manner in which this new 
Lover behaved toward me, made me no Ways apprehen- 
frreof the Conſequences cf either. I was entring into a 
Train of Reflections, when the Meſſenger reminded me 
that my Aniwer would be impatiently waited fer, on 
which I ſet myſclf to conſider what it was I ought to do 

the Abience of the Count, and the eatire Liberty 
at which he left me, gave me now an Opportunity of 
throwing myſelf into the Arms of my Fam r 
indeed into thoſe of the Marquis, whom l coul ſoon 
have advertiſed of my Eſcape, and appointed him to meet 
me, but Vaity ſoon baniſhed all I thoughts of the che, 
and Decenc; of the ther Pa Cottage was in uportalile 
to my P:{t;, and a be/;zved Lover dangerous to wy Firturs 
te complying with the Count de St Fals Cries, freined 
therefore the Medium between theſe two Extremes, o 
rote inflantly to him, acquainting kim that I relied 
ſo much on his Honour, as to reiolve to be entirely gwi— 
ced by lim, and that I wou!d take the Road to Ver- 
ſailes the neut Day, wacre I horcd to find no Room to 
repent, by any Diſcontinuance of his Gouc neſs t) me, 
taat J had depended on him. 6 I 
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I had no ſooner ſent away this Letter, than I wiſhed 1 

had it back again Ah! my God! faid I, to 
myſelf, what have I done, to what hazard will not the 
following the Advice of Monſieur de Saint Fal expoſe me 
to chuſe for my Reſidence a Place where the old Marquis 
de . has ſo much Power -a thouſand 
Accidents may happen to diſcover me to this provoked 
Parent, and the Hatred he has already to me would be 
juſtly encreaſed by my Preſumption——to come into his 
very Preſence, could be looked upon as no leſs than an 
Inſult, a kind of Diſdain, a daring of his Reſentment 
But ſuppoſing I ſhould be able to avoid the 
Knowledge of the Father, can I expect to eſcape the 
Vigilance of the Son; what Name, or, what Diſguiſe 
can hide me from a Lover's Eyes, and then, Heaven ! 
what have I not to apprehend! what may not Jealouly, 
Deſpair, and Amazement prompt him to ? 

Theſe Reflections dwelt on my Mind ſome Time, 
till others of a different Nature made them give Place 
How am I certain, cried I, that the Count will always 
retain the ſame Moderation he at preſent treats me with ; 
may not all his ſpecious Pretences of a diſintereſted 
Friendſhip, be but ſo many Wiles to enſnare my Heart, 
and win me by proces Love, and when he finds he 
has but deceived himſelf, may he not then have recourſe 
to other means lay not the ſame Principles with 
which the Chevalier D' Elbieux was actuated lie hid 
within him, which as his laſt reſource he may put in 
practice? O, too unwary Jeanette ! into what Danger: 
art thou running — ſhould any of the Misfortunes 
thou now ſo juſtly apprehendeſt fall upon thee, who 
would compaſſionate thee ! Ah! 'tis too true, 
continued I, all the Troubles I now labour under, I am 
myſelf the Cauſe of ——had I leſs Vanity, or leſs Love, 
theſe continual Turmoils had been prevented, and I 
been ſecure in the peaceful Cottage where I firſt ſaw 
Light 2 poor Country Maid indeed; but more 
truly beautiful arrayed in Innocence and Virtae, than in 
all the pompous Trifles the World is ſo much dazzled 


with. 
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Theſe Ideas ſtruck me ſo ſtrongly, that J reſolved not 
to perform the Promiſe I had made Saint Fal; but lay 
hold on the Opportunity he had given of eſcaping from 
his Power, and all the other Miichiefs that repreſented 
themſelves to me—————the Goodneſs of Madam de 
G „and the tender Pity ſhe had always expreſs'd for 
me, made me imagine ſhe would again take me into her 
Protection, when ſhe ſhould hear of the new Dangers to 
which my Virtue was expoſed ; and if it was impoſſible 
for her to keep me in her own Houſe, ſhe would at 
leaſt recommend me either to the Monaſtry where I had 
been before, or ſome other of equal Security. 
therefore determined to have Recyuric once more to 
this truly generous Lacy, and go in the Chaiſe with 
Lindamine. 

Having thus ſettled what I would do, I got out of Bed, 
and wen: ro the Chamber of the fair Pilgrim She 
was ſurprized to fee me at that Hour; but when I com- 
municated to her my intentions, and the Motives I nad 
for forming this new Deſign, ſhe entered immediately 
into it, and told me it was her Opinion I ought not to 
act otherwite, and having embraced me in a very af- 
ſectionate Mann r, and offered to divide the remaining 
Part of her Fortune with me, or at leaſt to pay what 
ould be required for my Amiſſion into a religious 
Houſe, if 1 were diſpoſed to that Life Alas ! 
ſe little knew that all my preſent Terrors were on! 
eccafioned by the Danger I was in of being compelled 
to it. I mace my Acknowledgments to her however, 
for her cu.iging Offer, but could not help ſaying with a 
Smile, that | thought ſuch a Change of too much 
Conſequence to be entered into without having well con- 
£:cered on it She praiſed my Sincerity, and added, 
with a deep >igh, that in the Situation ſhe was, little 
regard wa: to be paid to her Deciſion. 

As it now grew near the Hcur in which the Chaiſe 
was ordered, we ſet about preparing ourſelves to go, 
and the frequent Sighs intermingled with Tears, which 
the ſorrow ſul Lindamine could not reitrain, made me 
ſee how difficult it was, even for a Woman humbled to 

Vor. I. N the 


290 The TVirtuous Villager ; or 


the Degree ſhe was, and even fortified with ſuch a 
Spirit of Devotion, to think of parting forever from the 
Man ſhe loves. 


We were no ſooner ready, than Word was brought 


that the Chaiſe was at the Door; Lindamine, had 


muffled herſelf up for fear of meeting Bellixay, and was 
following me ; but that diligent Lover had obſerved all 
our Motions the whole Night, and having over-heard 
Part of our Diſcourſe (as he afterwards conteſs'd) quitted 
not the Chamber-Door after ſeeing me go into it, and 
when we opened it to go out burit in upon us; Pardon 
my Deſpair, deareſt Lindamine, cried he, oppoſing our 
Paſſage, Death is a far leſs formidable Evil, than your 
unjuſt Deſigns but ah! cruel as you are, how 


could you think of withdrawing yourſelf from the legiti- 


mate Right I have over you ? Right! repliedthe 
fair Pilgrim, in an angry Tone, legitimate Right! 
ought you not to be covered with Shame and Confuſion 
at the very Word what do you expect to prevail, 
becauſe you have taken it into your Head to imagine you 
Should do ſo; but henceforward I will have no Regard, 
no Pity for your Deſpair whether real or pretended, but 
purſue my Duty and Inclination, neither of which 
however you may flatter yourſelf with vain Hopes will 
ever be of your ſide. 

Be pleaſed to return to your Apartment, replied 
Bellizay in a calm but reſolute Voice; for be aſſured 
you go not hence without me I aſk your Pardon, 
Madam, ſaid he, to me, fer preventing the Execution 
of your Advice; but you and the whole World ſhall ſee 
that in this, I am not to be deceived. With theſe 
Words he would have taken Lindamine's Hand to lead 
Her in, but ſhe choſe to return of her own accora, ather 
than be cogapelled ; Heavens! cried ſhe, in an extraor- 
dinary Agitation, to what am I reduced, when thoſe 
who ſhould treat me with the greateſt ReſpeR pretend to 
command and tyrannize over me with theſe Words 
ſhe threw herſelf into an eaſy Chair, and then again, 
what, reſumed ſhe, is it not enough, that you have ren- 
tered me the molt miſerable of all my Sex, that you 2 

wn 


and indeed ſhe confeſſed that had it not been for my Pra- 
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drawn Xliſchiefs on me, which never had a Name 
but in my Fate are you not content that I am 
wretched in this World, beyond all poſſibility of Relief, 
without wiſhing 1 ſhould forfeit all my Hopes too in 
another, and periſh everlaſtingly? 

Bellizay, liſtned to all ſhe 1aid, with a ſullen Atten- 
t on, and after a ſhort Pauſe, I will leave you to com- 
poſe yourſelf from this unneceſſary, as weil as fruitle(g 
Grief, ſaid he, but before I go, I would have you con- 
fider, that if Love has no influence over you, Honour 
at leaſt ought not to be baniſhed from your Breaſt—— 
at leaſt I would adviſe you in my turn, to reflect ſeriouſly 
and judge for yourſelf, and then I am certain you will 
engage in no raſh Enterprize———when you recover 
your uſual Serenity of Nlind, and reſolve to behave in a 
manner your Circumſtances demand let me know it, 
and you ſhall find me ready to comply in every thing 
with your Defires ! e 

He made a low Bow as he ended theſe Words, and 
retired giving me a look as he went out of the Room, 
which ſufficiently explain'd his Reſentments to me, tho' I 
pretended to take no Notice of it, nor had during this 
Converſation between them uttered on Syllable. 

Lindamine, being very warm in her 'Temper, fcll 
into violent Exclamations on the Severity of her Fate; 
the Indignation ſhe expreſſed at this ill Treatment of her 
Lover, ſhewed to me plainly, that in ſpite of all her 
Endeavours, her natural Haughtineſs was not utterly 
eraced. A Flood of Tears ſucceeded, and quenched tlie 
Fire of Rage, and having a little recovered herſelf, ſhe 
recommended her unhappy Caſe to the ſupreme Diſpo- 
ſer of all Things, in terms ſo moving — pathetick, as 
ſhewed them the Dictates of a Heart, that overflowed 
with Penitence aud Piety. 

After thus pouring forth her Griefs, where ſhe alone 


could hope Redreſs, ſhe appeared ſomething more eaſy ; 


I contributed all in my little Power, to ſtrengthen her 
Reſolutions, and enable her to regain her Tranquility; 


ſence, and the Reiolution I inſpired her with, ſhe could 
| O 2 | not 
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not anſwer how ſhe ſhould have behaved in ſuch a trying 
C:rcumilance. 

When the Inclination of doing any thing is very 
ſtrong, Invention generally comes in to its Afliſtance ; 
nor did it now fail Linda mine, for the means of eſcaping 
from a Lover, whom with ſo much Reaſon ſhe was determi- 
ned to avoid: The Scheme ſhe formed for this Purpoſe was, 
that I ſhould quit the Inn in the Chaiſe that waited for 
ue, and ſtop at a little diſtance behind a Chapple, which 
ſhe very well knew and directed me to; and that when I 
was gone, fhe would counterfeit to be overcome by the 
Paſſion of Bollixav, in order to full him into a Security, 
and ſo get an opportunity cf joyning me. 

I could not but approve of theſe Rleaſures, as affording 


a greater probability of Succeſs, than any I could think 


of; and to give the Thing an Air of Reality. I took my 
leave of her in a loud Voice, and ſhe, as 1 was going 


down Stairs, ordered one of the Scrvants to wil Bean, 


ſhe defired to ſee him. : 

I was jult ſtepping into the Chaiſe in order for ttc Exe- 
cution of our Deſign, when the Count & Saint Fus 
Valet de Chamber came near, and aſæed u hat l intended, 
and to what Place 1 was going: As I waz not prepa..! 


fer this Queſtion it very much alarmed me, and my 


Countenance betraying my Contuſion; I am afraid 
Madam, added he, the Departure cf the Pilgrim, is vat 
a Pretence, in order for you to take the Advantage 5: 27 
Maſter's Abſence for your Eicape————1 cannot tay 
indeed that I have any Commands from him to lay a re- 
ſtraint on your Actions; but I thick myteif obigel 
nevertheleſs to repreſent that you ouglit not to leave th:s 
Place without his Knowledge; the Civilities he has 
treated you with, and which I know not kow he will be 
ble to anſwer to his Uncle, demand at leaſt thus muc!: 
from you; and 1 aflure you, I cannot conſent you ſha!l 
make vie of my Maſter's Chaiſe, unleſs I have a poſitive 
Order for it from h:mſelf. 

The Poſtilion who was going to drive away, on hear; 
irg this Diſcourie, got down and took out the Horſe: : 
14 the perplexity 1 then was in, I had a Thought ef 
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making 2 Confidant of the Valet de Chamber, and en- 
deavouring to gain him to my Party ; but he had nata- 
rally fo little Complaiſance, beſides, having always 
ſhewn a fort of a Prejudice againſt me, that 1 durſt not 
run the Riſque of it, and was obliged to go into the Irn 
again, bluſhing with Diſdain and Reſentment. 

I was then extremely at a loſs how to behave; if I 
returned to Lindamine's Chamber, I was fearful of ren- 
dering her more ſuſpected by Bellizay, and conſequently 
prevent any new Steps, ſhe might take for her Eſcape ; 
and nat to let her know I was diſappointed in what 1 
had deſigned for her and myſelf, might occaſion her 
going to the Place appointed; where miſſing me, ſic 
would not know what to make of the Adventure, and poſſi- 
bly wait there tiil her impatient Lover might be ap- 
prized of her Flight, and purſue the fame Road 
Nothing could be in a greater Dilemma, than 1 vis on 
this Occaſion My own Aſtairs alſo perpleved me 
very much; let me think which way foever, I {ai no 
poſſibility but cither remaining where I was, cr going to 
Verſailles as the Count deſired, and I hail promiſed ; but 
the Apprehenſions I before mentioned, turned with 
greater Force than ever to deter me from that journey; 
what Madam de G had often ſaid to me, concerning 
the Danger of giving the leaſt Encouragement to a Man 
who had declared himſelf my Lover, now came freſh 
into Mind, and what had actually happened to me, on 
Monſieur de G 's Account, aſſured me but too 
well of the truth of thoſe Maxims ſhe had laid down for 
my Conduct in that Point; when I reflected on the ſud- 
den Tranſition of Monfieur de Saint Fal's Behaviour to 
me, the Facility with which he diſobeyed the Orders 
given him by his Uncle, and the Liberality, not to ſay 
Profuſeneſs, with which he had entertained me, with his 
Offers of ſupporting me, till I was otherwile diſpoſed of, 
how could I keep my ſelf from trembling for the return 
he might one Day expect for ſo many Favours. 

It is true, I ought to have conſidered all theſe things 
ſooner, and rather choſe to have been carry'd to a Con- 
vent, or wherever elſe the Reſentment of the old Mar- 
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quis ſhould have ordain'd, than tolay myſelf under ſuch 
dangerous Obligations to his Nephew: 1 know that 
many of my Sex will condemn my Conduct, and ſay LI 
ran myſelf into Adventures of this kind, and then 
boaſted of my Virtue in reſiſting Temptations, I might 
eahly have avoided. I acknowledge myſelf to blame, 
and that my Vanity, my Averſion to being a Recluſe, 
and the charming Hope that I ſhould one Day be what 
now am, mace me expoſe my Virtue to very dange- 
rous Trials, and that I have rcaſon to bleſs the Divine 
Providence alone for my Defence in many of them. 
I would, however, entrcat the Favour of thoſe, who 
cenſure me with too much Severity, to remember of what 
Age I was, and aſk themſelve: the Queſtion, if, in that 
urexperienced time of Lite, they never aQed with Im- 
prudence. 

I was now fully convinced I had taken a wrong Step, 
and which way to retrieve it appear'd difficult : I was as 
much in the power of Monſieur De Saint Fal, if I con- 
tinued in the Inn, as if I wert to Fer/aill:: ; and as L 
had agreed to his Propoſals of going there, had reaſon 
to fear if I now refuſed, 1 ſhould ſo far irritate him, as 
to make him vie that Reſpect which had hitherto pre- 
ſerved me. 

In this Agitation, I bethought me of conſulting Lin- 
damine, ſo læſt my Door half open, that I might hear 
when Be/lizay had quitted her, as I might eafily do, 
my Chamber being under that where ſhe lay. It was 
not long before I heard his Voice, giving ſome Orders 
as he came down Stairs; I then went directly to the fair 
Pilgrim, who ſeem'd very much ſurprized at my Re- 
turn ; but on my giving her a brief Recital of the 
Cautc ; it will be eaſy for us, ſaid ſhe, to ſurmount this 
Obſtacle, my Chaile is not yet gone. Pray Heaven 
we may find no greater Difficulty in eſcaping the Vigi- 
lancg of Be//izay, from whom I have now undergone 
the moll dangerous Attack. This guiity wretched 
Lian cannot be brought to Reaſon;. I wes therefore 
chlig'd once more to feign myielf moved by his De- 
tra-, anc, in hne, hae promiled to go wich him. 

Ileuven, 
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Heaven, who knows it was my only Method to preſerve 
myſelf, I hope will pardon the innocent Deceit. 
He now confides in me, and the more ſo, as he imagines 
you are gone; you mult therefore, continued ſhe, avoid 
ſeeing him all Day, and give Orders to the People of the 
Inn to tell him ſo, if he ſhould ak any Queſtions ; 
though being prepoſſeſs'd as he is of your Departure, I 
ſcarce think he will be inquiſitive on that ſcore. I 
have already told him, that before I undertake ſo long 
a Journey, my Servant mult go to 2 ſome things 
for me at a neighbouring Town; ſo cannot pretend to 
ſet out till To- Morrow) Morning. To countenance my 
Deſign, I ſhall alſo paſs this whole Day with him, and 
as ſoon as it grows late, and he is retir'd to his Cham- 
ber, I am to get ſoftly out of the Inn, and walk about 
a hundred Paces where my Chaiſe is to wait for me, 
and I hope will carry me to Madam De G Ss 
long before he can have any Notion of my being gone 
————if you, therefore, keep cloſe till the appointed 
Time, continued. ſhe, I will give a gentle knock at 
your Door, as I paſs by, and you may follow me with 
all the Security imaginable. 

] was tranſported with this Contrivance, and imme- 
diately after took my leave, fearing, with Reaſon the 
Return of Belllxay, ſhould break all the Meafures we had 
taken. When I return'd to my Chamber, I pretended 
to be a little indiſpoſed, to the End my keeping ſhur 
up, might occaſion no Suſpicion in the Houie : 1 
then beihought myſelf, that the Contuſion I betrayed 
when the Count De Saint Fals Valet de Chamber op- 
poſed my Departure, might make him think I had 
ſome Deſign on Foot, his Maſter would not approve, 
and conſequently give him an Opinion, that it was his 
Duty to give an Account of my Behavionr ; and beſides 


I confider'd, that Good-manners and Gratitude de- 


manded I ſhould acquaint that Nobleman with the Mo- 
tives which compelled me, to take the Advantage of the 
Liberty he allow'd me in making my Eſcape. _. 

In order this Valet ſhould have no room to ſuſpect 
any thing, I ſent for him into my Chamber, and ſhew- 
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ing him the Count's Letter to me, aſked him if he knew 
the Mand, ard ke anſwering that he did very well, and 
that i ves his Riagct's; | told him I could very well 
jaltify myſeif for not being that Day at Verſailles ; You 
are icn;.ole, fa;l I, with a malicious Air, that I was 
pong; but zou, fer what Reaſon you beſt know, 
thought fit to pit a tp to the Execution of my De- 
ſigns, and the Court's Deſites. 1, Madam! cry'd he, 
quite confounded at what he heard; I ſhould never for- 
pive myſelf to have dore it, if an Exceſs of Duty to 

im wio gives me Bread, had not, as I thought, oblig'd 
me to it if, added he, vou had mention'd to me 
your Intentions, and my Lord's Requelt, you ſhould 
have been before this Time at the appointed Place. 

did not imagine, repiy'd I very haughtily, that I 
was to give you any Account for the Motives of my 
| Attions ;——2<<=——beſides, I was ſo much ſurprized at 
your Preſamption, that I could not ſpeak one Word, 
nor am I yet, indeed, perfectly recover'd.————1 ſent 
for you to inform you of this, having no Deſign to do 
you Prejudice ; but you muſt believe it impoſſible for me 
to avoid acquainting the Count with the Reaſons, that 
prevented my meeting him as I had promiſed, or if you 
pleaſe, you may do it for me, I leave it to your Choice ; 
2s well as my going To-Morrow early in the Morning 
to Verſailles; for as in the Abſence of Monſieur De 
Saint Fal, I find I am to be under your Direction, I ſhall 
not take upon me hereafter, to do any without having firſt 
conſulted you. 

I ſpoke all this with ſo much Reſervedneſs, and the 
Reproaches I made him ſeemed fo juſt, that the poor Man 
ſeem'd 'Thunderftruck ; he knew, without Doubt, his 
Maſter's Diipoſ.tion, and having been Witneſs of the 
great Reſpect with which he treated me, fear'd the Con- 
ſequences of his Diſpleaſure, in having given me any 
Occaſion for Offence. 

He begg'd my Pardon a thouſand times over, acknow- 
ledg'd himſelf greatly to blame, and proteſted he wou'd 
never dare to call any of my Actions in queſtion more 
n or, his Submiſſions were ſo much deren 
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all Bounds, that I could ſcarce refrain from ſmiling at 
them ; and put me in Mind, that as mean Perſons when 
they imagine themſelves veited with any Authority, al- 
ways execute it with the greateſt Inſolence; ſo when 
they find themſelves miſtaken, deſcend from their Height, 
to the moſt groveling and moſt abject Humiliation. 
This Fellow to repair his Fault, would perſuade me to ſet 
out that Moment, aſſured me every thing ſhould be ready 
i quick as Thought, and I might yet be at Verſailles 

Dinner. 

I was very well pleas'd at the Effect my Reſentment 
had on him, and chang'd my Countenance to more Se- 
renity ; but told him my Indiſpoſition would not permit 
me to leave my Chamber that Day, but order'd he 
ſhould hold himſelf in Readineſs to ſet out the next 
Morning. 

But though I ſpoke this to him with Sweetneſs enough, 
he was till under moſt terrible Apprehenſions, nor 
would quit my Room, till I had aſſur'd him of an en- 
tire Forgiveneſs of his Rudeneſs, as he called it 
on which, as well as to get rid; of his Importunities, I 
not only promiſed to think no more of it, but alſo that 
I would ſay nothing of it to the Count; but lay the blame 
only on my own IIlneſs and Incapacity of travelling. 
He was now as much tranſported at my Ccn4 
deſcenſion, as he had been abaſh'd at my Reſentment ; 
and told me, that as we were not many Leagues fiom 
Verſailles, he would go thither himſelf, to prevent his 
Maſter from being uneaſy at my not coming: He 
added, that he would ſend no other on this Buſineſs as 
he might do ; but that he was willing to give me a 
Proof of the entire Confidence he had in me, and that 
he was not commiſſion'd to be a Spy over me. 

To avoid all Suſpicion, I would have perſuaded him 
to ſend the Poſtilion ; but he ſaid, that, as that Servant 
had been but lately hired, he might poſſibly make ſome 
Miſtake, which might be prejudical to the Secrecy nis 
Maſter deſired might be obſerved, in all things rela- 
ting to me. I ſecin'd to acquieſce to his Reaſcns with 
iome. Reluctance; but was really extremely rejviccd 
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to be freed from this watchful Argus, who might poſ— 
ubly have been an Obſtacle to my Deſigns once more, in 
ſpite of all his Pretences ; ſtill dreading his Preſence 
almoſt as much as Liudamine did that of Bellizay. 

After he was gone, I applauded myſelf very much for 
my Managment in this Affair: But how little Pains do 
Evaſions coſt our Sex! That Huſband, therefore, who 
has not a Wile ſincerely virtuous, will never by all 
his Watchfulneſs be ſecured from Impoſition; and but 
vainly depends on his own Mlanngement and Penetra- 
tion, ſince frequently it happens, that Women of the 
meaneſt Capacities in other Things, have Artifice enough 
to deceive the wiſelt of Xlen. 

I ſtaid in my Chamber all Day, as I had agreed with 
the fair Pilgrim, and as I ſometimes liſtned to hear if 
Bellizay was with her, found that paſſionate Lover gave 
her but ſmall T'ruce from his Importunities. I doubted 
nct her Reſolution and Management of him, however, 
and pait the whole time in Reflections, on the many 
different Circumſtances which had befallen me; I could 
not but imagine ſuch extraordinary things, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily produce a Fate no leſs extraordinary in its kind, 
and recommended myſelf to Heaven for a happy Event. 
I was in theſe Meditations, when about Eight o'Clock I 
was rouz'd from them, by hearing ſome Horſes ſtop at 
the Inn; I ran to the Wnidow and look'd haſtily out, 
fearing ſome new Obſtaele was arrived to thwart my De- 
ſigns : 1 was ſo accuſtomed to ſtrange Adventures, that 
I could neither hear nor ſee any thing I did not know 
the Meaning of, but I preſently imagined it related ſome 
way or other to myſelf. As the Count De Saint 
Fals Letter had inform'd me, that the Marquis was in the 
Neighbourhood, I knew not but it might be he, whom 
Chance had directed to the very Place I was; I cannot 
ſay this Idea was diſpleaſing to me, my Heart over- 
flowing that Inſtant, with the grateful Remembrance of 
what he had done and ſuffered for me, would have tran- 
ſported me ſo far as to have thrown myſelf into his Arms, 
and given him the moſt tender Welcome after ſo long an 
Abſence ; though on Reflection, I ſhould doubtleſs have 
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repented ſhewing myſelf td him, as the Situation of my 
Aſtairs then was. I was once of Opinion it was Mon- 
ſieur De Saint Fal, who impatient at my not perform- 
ing my Promiſe, was come back from Yer/aill:s, to 
conduct me thither himſelf. But I was ſoon eaſed | 
of my Perplexity, when looking out a ſecond Time, 1 4 
diſcern'd by the Light of two Flambeaux, carry'd by 
Servants in rich Liveries, a tall graceful Perſon getting 
out of a Coach; he ſeem'd pretty far advanced in Years, 
had a venerable and majeſtick Aſpect, and by his nume- 
rous Retinue ſeem'd a Man of very great Quality: As 
he was coming into the Inn he caſt Tis Eyes up, and & | 
Candle happening to ſtand in my Window, gave him as 
full a View of me as I had of him; he ſtood ſtill a Moment 1 
or two, and looked ſo earneſtly upon me, that I was 
obliged to draw back the manner in which he re- 
garded me, I thought had ſomething of Admiration in 
it; a ſmall ſhare of Beauty, indeed, is ſufficient to in- 
ſpire ſuch Imaginations in moſt Women, and I freely 
confeſs I had the Vanity to believe, that even in this 
tranſient View, I had made a new Conqueſt. But tho? 
I was too great a Friend to Sincerity not to acknowledge 
I had in me a great Share of my Sex's Weakneſs in 
this Particular; yet I would not have my Reader ima- 
gine, this ſuppos'd Effect of my Charms, afforded me 
any Ideas prejudicial to that Affection I fo juſtly bore to 
my dear Marquis.-—Indeed, I gave myſelf not the trou- 
ble to think much concerning it; but having ſat down 
in an eaſy Chair, the little Repoſe I had enjoy'd the 
Night before, had made me drouzy, and I fell into a 
fort of Slumber, which, however, was every Moment 
interrupted by the continual Expectation I was in of 
Li :damine coming to inform me as ſhe was ready to depart, 

But how was I ſurprized when on opening my Eyes at 

a little Noiſe, I ſaw two Men ſtanding before me, one 
of whom I preſently knew to be the Perſon that came 
out of the Coach the Emotion I was in at ſuch 
unexpected Viſiters, was vitible enough in my Counte- 
nance, and, indeed, I was that Nloment ſeized with 
ſomewhat I knew not how 3 tor; but though I 
am 
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am no Friend to giving Credit to Omens, I have ſince 
thought it was a certain ſoreboding of a very particular E- 
* which this Interview was indeed the firſt Occaſion 
of. 

I beg, Madam, ſaid that graceful Gentleman I men- 
tioned, and whom by the Magnificence of his Dreſs as 
well as his noble Air, I ſuppoſed to be the Maſter, you 
will be under no Apprehenſions on my Score 
little Thought of giving any Diſturbance to a Lady, 
who ſeems born to command univerſal Homag 
It was an Accident brought me into your Apartment, 
which I miſtook for that allotted for me, being on the 
ſame Floor I confeſs, indeed, that when I found 
my Error, I ought to have retired, but ſew Men can at 
all Times practiſe the Virtue of Self. Denial the 
Sight of ſo many Charms, compell'd me with a ſweet 
Violence, to indulge the Pleaſure of gazing on them; 
and I hoped to have ſtole that Satisfaction without 
your perceiving the Theſt No Age, Madam, is 
fecure from the Aſſaults of Beauty, and yours ſeems 
accompanied with a Sweetneſs, which I hope will induce 
you to forgive the Boldneſs of my Admiration. 

It may eaſily be imagined, that both the Viſit and 
Diſcourſe cf this unknown Perſon gave me a great deal 
of Surprize, but perhaps the Reader will think it ſtrange 
when I conſeſs, that neither the one or the other was 
diſagreeable to me on the contrary there was ſome- 
thing extremely pleaſing in both———all the Time he 
ſpoke I liſtened with greateſt Attention, and when 
' he left off, anſwered the Compliments he made me, with 
all the Politeneſs I was Miſtreſs of- I felt indeed a 
ReſpeR for him, which would not ſuffer me to do other- 
wiſe, and I endeavoured all in my Power, to inſpire him 
with as high an Opinion of my Wit, as he ſeem'd to 
have of my Beauty tho I knew neither his Name 
or Quality, I thought nothing could be a you Glory 
for me, than to be thought agreeable by him, and the 
Deſire of Pleaſing gave me ſo much the Power of 
doing ſo, that he ſeem'd in Raptures at my Complaiſance, 
and the Manner in which I received the fing 8 | 
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faid to me. Good Heaven! is it poſſible, cried he, that, 
every Charm, every Grace of Womankind, ſhould be 
united in one Perſon! Happy ! happy will be the Man 
who ſhall poſſeſs this Treaſure Forfan, continued 
he, to the Perſon that was with him, and on whoſe 
Shoulder he ſupported himſelf, thou art older than my- 
ſelf, yet tell me, doſt thou not feel an Admiration, a 
ſomething more than Reſpect for this beautiful young 
Lady———ſfay, did'ſt thou ever ſee any thing ſo perfect 
ſo lovely. 

This Dependant was about making ſome Reply, when 
I prevented him by ſaying take care, Monſieur, 
interrupted I, that ſuch Praiſes given me by a Mouth like 
yours does not inſpire me with a Vanity, which would 
very much diminiſh the little Merit I am Miſtreſs of ; 
which conſiſts at preſent only in a Conſciouſneſs of my 
own Unworthineſs, and a perfect Eſteem for all Perſons 
of true Honour and Good-Senſe, be they of what Age 
or Degree ſoever. 

How conformable in every thing, reſumed the old 
Gentleman, lifting up his Hands and Eyes ! and then. 
went on extolling my Way of thinking to the Skies: 
He embelliſh'd his Diſcourſe with all the Graces of Wit 
and Eloquence, and had a Facility in the Turn of his 
Expreflions, which very much added to their Agreeable- 
neſs in fine, there was ſomewhat in his Conver- 
ſation that perfectly enchanted me, and I believe never 
two Perſons at firſt Sight, without being inſpired with 
that Paſſion which is call'd Love, ever took fo great a 
liking to each other. He eaſily perceived I was pleaſed 
with entertaining him, and tho' I am perhaps too ready 
in conſeſſing the Vanity of my Sex, and my own in par- 
ticular, yet I cannot Help obſerving that the Men, and 
the wiſeſt of them too, are no leſs liable to this Weak- 
neſs there is certainly ſomething inherent to hu- 
man Nature, that will not ſuffer us to be diſpleaſed at 
the Praiſes given us by People we converſe with, and 
the more Deference we pay to their Judgment, the more 
are we exalted——Nay, I will go further, and venture 
to ſay, that we look even on their liking us as a * 
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of their Judgment; elſe whereſore ſhould this Stranger, 
whoſe Years, Experience, and fine Underſtanding, ought 
to have render'd him more cautious, cry up to that high 
degree he did, the admirable Penetration of a Girl he 
had never ſeen before, and could not conſequently be ac- 
quainted with the Capacity of, any otherwiſe than by 
the Civilities he found himſelf treated with by her. 

The Charms of my Perſon with which at firſt he ſeem'd 
ſo much tranſported, were now no longer mentioned, 
or at leaſt had but the ſecond Share in his Admiration ; 
and on my telling him, that a young Perſon could not 
but look on an Acquaintance with one of his Turn 
of Mind, as extremely fortunate ; have you really deter- 
mined then, Madam, cried he, to make me forget my 
Age, and every Conſideration, that might deter me from 
falling a Victim to the Power of Love? Vour Eyes were 
indeed ſufficient to captivate a Heart, not fortified as mine 
for many Years has been, but when you attack it in this 
Manner with the Beauties of your Mind, how difficult, 
nay, how next to impoſlible is it to reſiſt. 

I ſeem'd a little confuſed at this Declaration, and caſt 
down my Eyes, being wholly unprepared for an Anſwer ; 
on which, let not what I have ſaid, continued he, I be- 
ſeech you, Madam, give you any Uneaſineſs, tho I ſhould 
even forget the Diſparity between our Years and Merits, 
you have nothing to apprehend, from a Paſſion mingled 
with ſuch Reſpect, and a certain Awe, which nothing 
leſs than ſuch ſuperior Merits as yours could have inſpired 
me with I look, added he, on your charming 
Soul, as a Ray of the celeſtial Eſſence, ſhining thro' the 
fineſt Features its divine Wiſdom ever created, and think 
I worſhip Heaven, in adoring its moſt perfet Work. By 
this Time I had a little recover'd myſelf, and anſwered 
him in a faſhion which excited new Compliments. Our 
Diſcourſe afterwards turning on the different Perſections 
of the Mind, he aſked me, if among my other Accom- 
pliſhments I had practiſed Singing, and I making but 
ſome few faint Excuſes, he earneſtly begg'd I would fa- 
vour him ſo far as to give him a Specimen of my Voice: 
I thought it would appear affected in me to refuſe his 614 
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queſt, and indeed knowing my Voice was good, and! 
that I had made a conſiderable Progreſs in Muſick, I was 
well enough ſatisfied to ſhew him, that Part of Education 
had not been denied me. And ſung an Air, the Words 


of which were the Marquis's, a ſufficient Reaſon for my 
remembring it. 


SONG. 


Crot has a Shape, a Mien, 
Sparkling Mit, does graceful move: 

Where eur Charm but Virtue's ſeen, 
Then it is a Crime ta love. 


Mark my CEL1a, Goddeſs fair ! 
With not ſparkling Wit alone, 

Virtue gilds her Beauty's Sphere, 
Then are Love and Virtue one. 


After a thouſand Compliments on my Performance; 
well, For ſan, ſaid the agreeable Stranger to his Dependant, 
how fortunate ſhould — thought myſelf, if the Perſon 
you know of had made Choice of ſuch a Lady as this 
O, that ſome happy Star had directed him to theſe Eyes 
they could not but have captivated him, and ſuch 
a Loſs of Liberty had been glorious for him, and an 
infinite Satisfaction to me————Your Pardon, Madam, 
continued he turning to me, that I wiſh one more had 
been added to the Number of your Adorers : Him I ſpeak 
of was not unworthy of that Honour, till he ſullied the 
Luſtre of his Birth, and Accompliſhments, by a mean 
and te Paſſion. 

As I took theſe Words only meant to introduce new 


Praiſes, I only ſaid, that Love was blind, and incapable 


of Diſtinction. I know very well, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
that when the Heart is prepoſſeſt by Beauty, it is too 
apt to exalt the Merits of the beloved Object 
but an Infatuation, ſuch as the Gentleman's I ſpeak of 
is, is not to be parallel'd I will make you the 
judge — few, if any of his Quality, which I aſſure 

you 
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— is not of the loweſt among the Nobility, could 
daſt a better Education, or had made a greater Pro- 
greſs in all thoſe Accompliſhments befitting his Age, 
and Sex He was indeed the Darling of the 
whole Court, as well as of an indulgent Father, nor had 
ever once been guilty of any Extravagance, to forfeit the 
Eſteem of thoſe he convers'd with, till all at once he be- 
came the very Reverſe of all he had been forgot his 
Birth, his Duty, his Honour, and every thing that 
ought to have been valuable, to purſue a country Girl, 
the Daughter of a poor Peaſant, who has involved him 
in continual Broils, brought his. Life more than once in 
Danger, and made him guilty of Actions, which have 
driven him from the Preſence of his royal Maſter, rob'd 
him of his Father's Love, and the Reſpect of all who 
knew him. 

All the Softneſs and Serenity which had before appear'd 


in the Face of this old Gentleman, was at the ſpeaking 


theſe Words entirely baniſh'd his Eyes ſhot Fire, 
and his Cheeks fluſh'd with a glowing red he even 
trembled with Exceſs of Paſhon for my Part I 
found ſo much Reſemblance between this Story and my 
own, miſerably mangled, and miſrepreſented as it was, 
that I could not forbear bluſhing, but how great was my 
Surprize, when J heard Ferſan immediately ſay 
Ahl my Lord Marquis, the near Concern your Lords 
ſhip has in this Affair, tranſports you to forget, that Love 
can make Perſections where there is none in reality 
I dare engage the young Lord finds all thoſe Charms in 
the Object of his Aﬀections, as you ſo juſtly allow this 
Lady to be poſſeſt of. 

The Title of Marquis, join'd with the Deſcription 
of his Perſon, which I had often heard, but above all 
the implacable Rage he expreſs'd againſt the poor 
country Girl, left me no Room to doubt, if my ill Ge- 
nius had not thrown me into the Company of my 
Lover's Father I was confounded, but had no 
Time to make Reflections on this odd Adventure. The 
old Nobleman immediately rejoin d, I tell thee, Forſan, it 
is impoſſible, tho I allow the Force of Prejudice in ov 
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Caſes, it cannot be of any Effect in tk What, con- 
tinued he, a little Wretch brought up in a Cottage, 2 
Creature who can have no other Merit tha ber Youth, 
and perhaps a tolerable Face, can ſhe, can ſuch a one 
as ſhe, behave in any Faſhion, to create Eitceem in any 
Man of Senſe ? I could forgive his to; ing away an idle 
Hour with the pretty Trifler, tho' even that debaies him 
too much————but to entertain a ſericus Paihor, 
to avow it to0———to fight for her, to ſuffer every 
thing to do every thing for ſuch a one, i {ay can- 
not be call'd Love but Madneſs. But by this 
Time I believe ſhe ſeverely ſuffers for all the Troubles 
ſhe has occaſioned, tho' never can attone for the Dito- 
bedience cf a Son to his Father: -u, Forſar, were 
one of the firſt to repreſent theſe Ibings to me, 2. 
indeed it was you, who put me in the Head of ne 
only Expedient, to rid the World of ſuch an Incercizry, 
who without Wit or Education, has had Artifice enouga 
to {et whole Families in a Flame. | 
Let any one judge of the Condition I was in to hear 
mylelf thus cruelly reproach'd : the Terror of being 
ſnrprized by the quick-ſighted Forſan. would net ſuffer 
me to ſpeak one Word in Defence of the poor injured 
Villager, and this join'd with the Reſtraint I was uncer, 
made me ready to fink. The Marquis being entered 
into the Topic, could not eaſily get out of it, and con- 
- tinued for a long Time, uttering the moſt opprobrious 
Language againſt his Son's Miſtreſs, that Malice ſure 
ever dictated ; at laſt good Manners reminded him, that 
as I was not at all intereſted in his Aﬀairs, he ought not 
to entertain me with them ; and changing the Conver- 
ſation, he aſc'd how far I was from Home, which Way 
I went, and if I intended to proſecute my Journey next 
Day ? I replied with a great deal of Indifference, that 
I was only going to accompany a Relation to a Monaſtry ; 
he then enquir'd if the Monaſtry was near Verſailles; 
becauſe, adccd he, I would do myſelf the Honour to 
attend you thicher ; I thank'd his Lordſhip, and told him 
that it was not far off, and that we ſhould not ſet out 
till ten or eleven o'Clock ; by which Time, thought 1 
tO, 
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do myſelf, I hope to be far enough out of your power. 
This gave him an Opportunity of acquainting me, that 
he was returning from a Caſtle he had in the Country, 
and was obliged to oP at the Inn, becauſe his Ser- 
vants not expecting him ſo ſoon, had not met him with 
freſh Horſes ; ſo that, added he, the Time in which | 
have now ſent Orders for them to come, will ſuit ex 
actly with yours, and I ſhall think myſelf extremely 
happy to accompany you. I anſwer'd to what he ſaid 
in a very complaiſant Manner, and perceiving that by the 
reſt of his Diſcourſe, I was not in any Danger of being 
diſcovered, I reſolved to take my own Part a little in the 
Perſon of the young Villager, if a ſecond Opportunity 
ſhould offer. t 

I cannot here omit remarking; that tho? I was often 
on the Point of being ruined one way or the cther, yet 
Providence, that never failing Friend to Innocence, 
ſtill interpoſed for my Protection What in this 
Circumſtance could have fallen out ſo fortunate for me, 
as the Valet de Chamber of the Count de Saint Fal being 
gone to his Maſter; and to compleat the Service he did 
me on this Occaſion had taken with him, I ſuppoſe for 
the ſake of Company, another old Servant whom the 
Count had left behind, ſo that there remained none of his 
Retinue but the Poſtilion; who being hired but for the 
Journey, knew neither my Name, nor that of the Gen- 
tleman · he attended; and as for the People of the Houſe, 
I remembred very well that Monſieur 4e Saint Fal had 
been cautious of letting them know either his Name or 
Quality, ſo I was perfectly ſecure in caſe the Marquis, 
tempted by his Curioſity, ſhould make any Enquiry, as 
indeed he afterwards did. 
The Deſire I had of bringing my own Subject on the 

Tapis again, made me take the Advantage of the Regard 
and Admiration he paid me, and withdrawing one of my 
Hands, which he had jult been kiſſing, I fancy, my 
Lord Marquis, faid I, that you are not entirely free from 
Prejudice yourſelf : If your Son be as eafily influenced by 
our Sex as your Lordſhip, you ought not to be ſurprized 
at his falling in love, with a Perſon who perhaps my 
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be much more amiable than I am. There is a vaſt 
Difterence, Madam, replied the old Marquis very 
gravely between allowing a Lady her Merits, and falling 
in love ; much more being guilty of all manner of Irregu- 
larities for the ſake of that Paſſion. Alas! my Lord, ſaid 
J, the Engagements between your Sex and ſuch a Girl 
as you deſcribe, cannot be of any great Conſequenee 
and I am inclined to believe her Kindred have much 
more to fear on her Account, than thoſe of his Lord- 
ſhip can poſſibly have; becauſe the meaner ſhe is, the 
more ought ſhe to prize her Virtue, as the only Treaſure 
allotted her by Fate. Nay indeed, cried the old Mar- 
quis with a Smile, I ſcarce can think, that in ſpite of all 
he has done he will be mad enough to make her his Wife, 

and yet, continued he, growing ſerious again, 
Jam told ſhe is ſo artful a Jilt, and has ſo many Con- 
trivances, that I am not ſometimes without my Fears 
for him. Then, my Lord, faid I with an Air of Gra- 
vity, I muſt applaud the Reſolution you have taken to 
ſeparate them for ever, and am inclinable to wiſh ſo well 
to your Family, as to hope you have taken care to do it 
effectually. I expect as ſoon as I come to Verſailles, 
anſwered he, to hear News of her 7 — ſecured in a 
Monaſtry, where I have given ſuch Orders, that ſhe 
ſhall have a reception proper for a Perſon, who has occa- 
ſioned ſuch Diſturbances—I think ſhe cannot with all 
her Hypocriſy have deceived a young Nobleman, who 
being my Nephew, I entruſted with the Commiſſion : 
He is pretty well verſed in the Arts practiſed by Crea- 


tures of her Stamp, and will but laugh at all the Tricks 


ſhe may have recourſe to. 
was ready to burſt at theſe laſt Words, and I have 
fince, on recollecting this Paſſage of my Life, wondered 
how I was able to contain myſelf from uttering ſome- 
thing, that might have made him ſee how nearly I was 
touched with what he ſaid-any one at the reading it 
may gueſs how they would feel at hearing themſelves 
thus torn to pieces thus accuſed of things they 
in their Souls moſt deſpiſe and hate: The Apprehenſions 
I av, however, that all the Admiration this Nobleman 
ſee med. 
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fecmed to have of me, would not have defended me 
from the Effects of his Reſentment, had he once come 
to know who I was, obliged me to keep within thoſe 
Bounds, which were neceſſary to prevent him from Dii- 
covering me, and I only ſaid, Good God, how greatly 
does your Lordſhip ſurprize me ! The linie Converation 
I have had with you, would have given me a high Idea 
cf your Son's Capacity, but this Deicription of h's 
Mittrets deſtroys it all is it poible a young 
Gentleman of any refined Notions himſelf, can be 
really in love with a Creature ſuch as you have painte.! ? 

the Blindneſs of Paſſion concerns no more than 
the exterior Part of the beloved Object, it extends not 
to the Mind, and let a Man be never ſo much charmed 
with a Face, if he has Senie himſelf, be will notwith- 
ſanding his Affection, ſee the Deſects of it in ber. I 
am therefore apt to imagine that this Girl, tho' meanly 
born, has ſome good Qualities, beũde her Beauty, t9 
ſecure her Lover's Heart. 

I allow the Juſtice of your remark, Madam, aniwe;ed 
he, and were I not perfectly convinced of the vile Uif- 
Poſition of this intriguing Creature, I ſhould tLei:-ve 25 
you do, that ſo laſting a Paſſion as ſhe has inſpiied in my 
unhappy Son. was kept alive by ſome Qualities; 
but Experience, Madam, fatal Experience convinces me 
of the contrary What! has ſhe not by her Ar- 
tifices deprived a very excellent Lady her Patroneſs of 
an only Son ! Has ſhe not ruined mine ! Engaged him 
in Quarrels ! Diſconcerted all his Affairs, and ſet him 
at variance with his Father! Can any Character be 
— abominable ? Is ſhe not equally to be feared and 

ted ? 

One of that turn of Mind, indeed, ſaid I, is a Diſgrace 
to her Sex; but if this Diſcourſe did not affect you too 
much, I would beg leave to aſs your Lordſhip ons 
Queſtion ? 

With all my Heart, replied he, tho' I cannot ſpeak of 
this Affair without Emotion, yet I take too much 
Pleaſure in hearing you, not to be ready to anſwer any 
ching you ſhall take a Satisfaction in being informed - 
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It is my, Lord, ſaid I, looking earneſtly at him, 
whither you have ever ſeen this ſame Miſtreſs of your 
Son, I mean the Country Girl, the Villager you have 
been ſpeaking of; for poſſibly he may have others, a 
thing they ſay pretty common with Perſons of his Age 
and Rank? No, beautiful Lady, anſwered he, I have 
never ſeen her; but thole who knew her but too well, 
have given me a perſect Deſcription of her; particular- 
ly a young Lady, Daughter to the Lord of the Village 
wi here ſhe was born; and who by the Xlisfortunes the 
Wretch's Hypocriſy and pretended Innocence has 
brought upon her Family, has Reaſon to regret the 
charitable Protection her Mother gave her 

Ah, my Lord! cried I, how are you certain they do 
not impoſe on you, and taking the Advantage of your 
Lordſhip's Retentment on Account of her mean Birth, 
load her wich Crimes, of which perhaps ſhe is cutirely 
Innocent. | 

No, Madam, no, reſumed he a little peeviſhly. l 
tell vou they are Facts, and notorious to the hole 
V. orid ; beſides, the Perſon I ſpeak of, can have no 
Ecatons for deceiving me in this Point. 

Pardon me, my Lord, ſaid I, you fay the Lady is 
voung, and veur Sen doubtleſs a fine Gentleman, wh: 
my there not be Rivaiſhip in the Caſe, and Jealoviy 
has a cruel Tongue ? Perhaps not abie to endure 
the Preference ſhould be given to one, ſo much her in- 
ſerior in Birth, this young Lady may have taken theie 
Nleans to puniſh both the Inſenſibility of ycur gon, and 
the Vanity cf her Rival, for pretending to a Heart, ſt.e 
vas ambitiovs of ſecuring to herfelf. 

Such an Incident as this, cried the Marquis, would 
C2 well enough in a Romance; but indeed, Madam, 
there it nothing in it this Vagabond Peaſant 
merits all tne ill that can be ſaid of her, and were all 
the Vorld to join in your Opinion, and would endeavour 
to make me of the ſame, it would be in vain; for I am 
convinced, and when I once am fo, am no leſs inflexi- 


ble. 
This 
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This was utter'd with a Malignity, which teſtiñed, 
indeed, the Rancour of his Heart; and made me trem- 
ble with the Fears of one Day feeling the Eſtects of it. 
I would now have changed the Converſation ; but he 
was grown too full of the Subject, and went on railing 
at the Country Girl, and praiſing me by Turns, till un- 
able to ſupport it; I cry'd out for Heaven's fake, my 
Lord, be more juſt, you either allow too little or too 
much, and neither your Indignation or Friendſhip, ought 
to have any Weight with Perſons who are unprejudiced 
in your Favour. ; 

Theſe raſh Words eſcaped me, without thinking what 
J ſaid, and I had no ſooner ſpoke them, than I would 
have given the World to have recalled them. The 
Marquis ſeem'd aſtoniſhed, he looked at For/ar, then 
again turning to me, eyed me from Head to Foot; yet 
all this, as I afterwards happily found, without the 
leaſt Suſpicion of who I was. 

How unhappy am I, Madam, faid he, after a long 
Pauſe, to have any way offended you. You ſeem 
to have taken ſomething amiſs from me, and if in the 


Heat of my Reſentment againſt that pernicious Crea- 


ture, I have uttered any thing unbecoming, I fincerely 
aſk your Pardon -I take you to be a Lady deſerv- 
ing more Reſpect than I am able to pay, thus perplexed 
as I am with the Behaviour of an only, and once moit 
beloved Son; therefore, I beſeech you tell me, wherein 
I have done, or ſaid amiſs, that I may be careful to a- 
void the like Tranſgreſſion for the future, 

Theſe Queſtions very much puzzled me, I would fain 
have evaded giving any direct Anſwer, and only ſaid 
that his Lordſhip ſtood in reed of no Apology to me, 
| for he had neither done, nor I reſented any thing as an 
Affront; but this would not content him, the Cloud 
that flill appear'd upon my Brow, as well as the Warmth 
with which I had let fall thoſe unguarded Expreſſions, 
convinced him I was fecretly very much out of Hu- 
mour, and the Replies he made to the aukard Pretences, 
I made for this Change in my Countenance, and menace 
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vinces me that there is ſome Myſtery in it 
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of ſpeaking, made me ſee I had to deal with a Perſon, 
whole long Experience in the World would not ſuffer him 
to be eaſily deceived. In the Name of God, Madam, 
ſaid he, endeavour not to conceal from me, the Fault 1 
have unknowingly committed. Something I ſee 
has touch'd you very nearly—————be aſſured it would 
give me a ſenfible Affliction to have created any Diſquiet 
in you. Nay, I will ſay further, that I feel ſome- 
thing within me, that intereſts me in your Behalf, fuch 
a kind of Tenderneſs, as had I a Daughter, or a Siſter, 
might be expected from me. Speak, therefore, 
lovely Creature, continued he, ſeeing me in Confuſion 

let Matters be clear d up between us, and though 
it is the firſt Time I have the Pleaſure of being in your 
Company, let me not deſpair of re- enjoy ing that $atis- 
faction by any Diſpleaſure on your ſide, 

Here I again attempted to make him believe I had 
no meaning in what I had faid ; but all I urged on that 
Score had ſo little Appearance of Truth, that he eafily ſaw 
through it. Ah! cry'd he, you would in vain at- 
tempt to deceive me, and your going about to do it, con- 


re- 
member too, you expreſs'd yourſelf with great Earneſt- 


neſs concerning my Son. — Perhaps, you know 
him you may alſo know me—0r———or 
u may be of the Acquaintance of Madam the Coun- 
tels De N. „or more probably of Madim De 
G——— both of whom have been Protectors of that 
inſinuating Jilt that has ſo betrayed my Son if you 
know the laſt of theſe Ladies, ſhe, perhaps, being her- 
ſelf impos'd upon by her Artifices, may have given you 
Ideas too favourable of her you bluſh : 
Nay, then, by Heaven there is ſomewhat in it. 
Ah! For/an, continued he, turning to his Attendant, I 
am perſuaded there is an extraordinary Motive for the 
'Trouble this young Lady diſcovers, while ſhe endea- 


vours to conceal it. [ muſt know it per- 
haps, it may concern me more, than yet I am aware 
of, 
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ot, and I am determin'd not to leave this Place, till I 
can ſolve the Riddle. | 

I repreſented to myſelf the Danger I was in, of be- 
ing on the Point of being diſcover'd, by the only Per. 
ſon on Earth I had Reaſon to be afraid of, that I was 
ready to ſink when he aſk'd me if I knew his Son 
the mention he made of my Godmother and Madam 
De G „gave an Addition to the Alarms I felt; 
but his laſt Words terrified me to that Degree, that I fell 
into a Swoon. 

I was afterwards inform'd by the People of the Houſe, 
that the Marquis took Abundance of Pains to bring me 
to myſelf, he call'd for Aſſiſtance, and while the Wo- 
men were employ'd about me, made a ſtrict Enquiry 
who I was; but, as I ſaid before, his Interrogatories 
were fruitleſs, No-body could inform him of any thing 
concerning me. 

I ſoon recovered my Senſes, but as I found the Diſ- 
courſe was about me, I pretended to be ſtill in a Fit, that 
I might not be aſked any farther Queſtions, which mult 
infallibly have involv'd me in new Perplexities. 

The Landlord and Landlady of the Houſe, I fouud 
were in the Room, of whom I heard the Marquis im- 
patiently enquire who I was, whence I came, who 
brought me thither, and the Name of the young Lady 
that was going to a Monaftry, and I had mention'd as 
a Relation; but their Anſwers ſeemed only to render the 
Diſcovery he aim'd at more diſſicult . They told 
him the Pilgrim could be no Relation cf mine, for I had 
never ſeen ter before that Day, and had expreſꝰd a 
great Curioiity to know her Hiſtory that a young 
Officer, whoſe Name they were intirely ignorant of, 
had conducted me thither; but that he was gene, and 
J nad a Diſpute with one of the Servants he had left 
behind, the meaning of which they were ignorant of; 
and that they being alſo departed, there remain d only 
the Poſtilion who was wholly unacquainted with any 
thing. Well, cry'd the &larquis, this is aſtoniſhing 
what think you, Fer/ar, don't you think _ 
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myſt be ſomething very extraordinary in this young la- 
dy's Circumllances, that ſo many Precaut;cns are taken 
to prevent any Diſcovery we will, however. 
ceaſe Enquiries for this Night. To-morrow, per- 
haps, ſhe will of herſelf be complaiſant enough to put 
us out of this Suſpence. f not L have infalli- 
ble Means of coming at the Truth, 

He had no ſooner ſaid this, than recommending we ta 
the Care of the People of the Houſe, he went out of the 
Chamber; but return'd again immediately, to order that 
if I continu'd long ill, they ſhould inform him cf it, 
for he would ſend to villes for a Phyſician to attend 
me: He then redoubled his Charge to them to be diligent 
about me, adding that he now recollefted who I was, 
and that I was a Perſon of Quality, whole Family he was 
well acquainted with, 

He was no ſooner gone than I began to live again, 
that is to give a Vent to my Breath, which I kad fo long 
reſtrain'd, that I was in good earneſt almoſt ſuffucated, 
While the Landlady remam'd in my Chamber, and was 
helping me to Bed, which I feign'd would be the beſt 
Remedy for perſectly recovering my Diſorder; I began 
to conſider what could be the tive that had induced 
the Marquis to ſay, I was a Woman of Quality, ard 
flatter'd myſelf, that I vas ſo happy as to te miſtaken 
by him for ſome other Perſon; but whether I was de- 
ceiv'd in my Conjectures or not, ſhall be made appear 
in the Sequel of theſe Memoits 

As every thing I hat to hope or ſear in the Word, 
now depended on iny F.icape, I pretended an Inclin1- 
tion to Sleep, that 1 might be leit alone; ord 25 ſocn a3 
I was fo, I got out of Bed, dreſt me, and crept ſoftly 
up to Lindaminc's Chamber, having liſtened at the 
Door, and found ſhe was alone. A little Knock I gave 
made her immediately open it, and ſhe receiv'd me 
with open Arms; ſhe told me ſhe lad heard that <tr: n- 
gers had been with me, and was in moſt terrible Appre- 
henſions, leſt their Arrival ſhould hinder the Execution 
of my Deſigns. No, beautiful Lindamine, anſwer's I, 
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the Adventure of this Night has render'd my Departurc 
in the moſt ſecret Manner, abſolutely neceſlary, as vou 
vill be convinced, when you fſhail be inform'd of the 
Particulars of my Hiſtory from my dear Saint Aunes; 
but how, cry'd 1, have you diſpoſed of Bellizay ? Wil 
he be no Obſtruction to our Deſigns ? Not in the leaſt, 
laid ſhe, he is gone to his Apartment, perfectly ſatisfied 
with the Aſſurance I have given him of Pardon, for what 
is paſt, and a Reſolution to lead the Remainder of my Life 
with him. And as for every thing elſe, added ſhe, I 
have taken ſuch Meaſures, that 1 have not the leaſt 
Reaſon to doubt the Succeſs. 

She then acquainted me that every thing relating to our 
Journey was fix'd, and the Scheme ſhe had laid down for 
it, appeared to me fo well contriv'd, that it was next 
to an Impoſſibility we ſhould be diſappointed 
But how little, alas ! ought we to depend on human Pru- 
dene Lindaminèe s ill Stars indeed ſeemed to be 
tired of perſecuting her, and now conducted her to a ſafe 
Aſylum from all the Storms and Terrors of the World, 
but I was only beginning to Experience the Malignity 
of mine; and, as my Dream foretold, was entring into 
a Wild of Dangers an immenſe Labyrinth of Try- 
als, in which my Virtue, and eternal Peace of Mind, 
were often near being loſt. 

The Shades of Night had now extended themſelves 
over all our fide of the Globe, and covered all things 
with Obſcurity for ſome Hours the Houſe was in 
a profound Silence, not a Creature waking but Lindamine 
and my ſelf within, and the Hoſtler, who having ſeen the 
Reckoning diſcharged, had orders to wait without the 
Door the coming of Lindamine's Steward, that his 
knocking at ſo late an [liour might not alarm thoſe, 
whoſe Intereſt in this Affair might render not very 
ſound Sleepers. 

Exactly at the Time preſix d, that faithful Servant 
came to acquaint us every thing was ready, and con- 
ducted us down Stairs in the Dark, to prevent any Ac- 
cident which a Light might have occaſion d. When 

we 
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we were got into the Chaiſe, now, my dear, cry'd Lin- 
damine, | hope we are got clear of all we had to appre- 
hend, and before Day-break ſhall be in a Place of 
Safety. Pray Heaven we may, ſaid I, but I tremble 
without knowing why ; it is only the Darknels of the 
Night that frights you, reply'd ſhe, I ſee you are but 
a Novice in theſe dangerous Adventures — What 
would you do, if you were alone in a Foreſt at this 
dreadful Hour, as many a Time I have been during my 
long Pilgrimage ! I made no Anſwer to this, but thought 
in my Mind, 1 had but too much Experience, in what 
ſhe imagin'd me a Novice. 

Her Steward, who rode by the ſide of the Chaiſe, now 
began to acquaint us in what manner he had executed 
his Commiſhon, which the hurry of our quitting the 
Inn, had not before given him time to do; and gave a 
pleaſing Ceſſation to my Fears, by aſfuzing me, that 
Saint Agnes's Packet, of which his Miſtteis had given 
him ſo great a Charge, would be ſafely deliver'd into Me- 
licourt's own Hands; for, Madam, {aid he, I very luckily 
recollected that a very near Relation of mine, has ſerv'd 
that young Gentleman's Father for more than 'Twen- 
ty Years, to whom I have ſent them by a troily Hand, 
under a Cover from myſelf, and ihall doubtleſs have an 
immediate Anſwer. I then aſk'd him with great Far- 
neſtneſs, by what Xſeans it would come to Hand; on 
which he told me, he had order'd the Perſon who carried 
the Letters, to go at his Return to the Village in which 
the Monaſtry ſtood, where his Miſtreſs had told him, 


' ſhe intended by my Advice to take Refuge; and to wait 


there in Caſe he ſhould return before he arrived, 

I was charm'd with the Diligence of this Man, and 
cry'd out in a kind of Tranſport, O! my dear Saint Agnes 
then will ſoon have an Account of her beloved—the will 
be in Raptures! And I, in being with her by that Time, 
ſhall partake of her Felicity. The fair Lindamine, 
thought ſhe could never ſufficiently extol tle Sincerity of 
my Heart, and told me no-body ought to think them- 
ſelves altogether unhappy, who had a Friend like me, 
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After ſome mutual Compliments en this Occafion, cur 
Ditccurte turned on the new Way of Living, we were 
goirg to enter into. 

e had not proceeded in our Journey above Six Miles, 
before the Poltilion was obliged to reſt his Horles, af- 
ter getting up a very ſteep Hill. The Steward in this 
Interval turn'd about, as attentive to ſomething, on 
which I aſked him the Reaſon; or I am much deceived, 
Madam, anſwer'd he, or I hear the trampling of Horſes 
at ſome Diſtance : Neither Lindamine nor myſelf made 
any Anſwer to this Information ; but putting our Heads 
out of the Chaiſe, found alas ! what he had imagined was 
but too true. I am undone, cry'd ſhe, Bellixay has 
certainly diſcoveggd my Flight, and is come in Purſuit of 
me. Ahhh rather cry'd I, full of Apprehenfions on 
the Marquis's Sghre, it is me, unhappy me they ſeek ! 
The Terror I in, now was a Proof, that let our 
Friendſhip or Compaſſion for another be ever ſo ſtrong, 
it will ſtill recede, when once dear Self comes in 
queſtion. ——Good God! what ſhall I do, reſumed 
Lindamine, how now ſhall I get rid of this impatient, 
this obſtinate Diſturber of my Repoſe, and Reſolution. 
Compole yourſelf, Madam, I beſeech you, ſaid the ho- 
neſt Steward; you know I have made a Campaign, am 
no Coward, and in your Defence am ready to ſhed the 
beſt Part of my Blood but I do not think there 


will be any Occaſion for this. —— ——Ze/{izay has no 
right to controll your Actions, and if he ſhould perſiſt 
to follow you, can only learn the Place of your Retreat— 
Hi; Importunities when you are there, in my Opinion, 
is all you bave to apprehend, ard thoſe the Holy Or- 
ders of the Place will ſoon find Means to eaſe you of; 
h but ſhould he———— dare he attempt now to 

force you back, as I ſaid before, Madam, I have a 
good Pair of Piſtols and a Sword, which ſhall all fail 
me with my Life, before you ſhall be compelled to any 
thing againſt your Inclinations. Lindamine then told 
him, ſhe was moſt fearful, that his Duty and Readineſs 
to ſerve her ſhould be fatal to him; but though = 
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ſaid this, and poſſibly might have diſquiet on that Head, 
yet I could eaſily fee the ſtill had ſome remains of that 
Aſtection, ſhe formerly bore to Bellizay, and that her 
greatelt Terror was the being expoſed to freſh Tempta- 
tions from that dangerous Lover [ pitied ker 
from my Heart, as indeed ſhie delerved ; for it muſt be 
confeſſed a Woman is very unhappy, while her Virtuz: 
is combating with her Aﬀection. 

However, the Noiſe of the Horſes increaſed, and in 
ſpite of that our Chaiſe made, it being now in Motion, 
we could perceive they gained Ground upon us every 
Moment; we alſo thought we could diſcern foinz glim- 
merings of Light behind us on the Road A* 
Alarms now redoub'ed, I remembered what th: 6: 
Marquis had ſaid at leaving my Chamber, tha: he 14. 
infallible means of coming at the ruth, anden longer 
doubted if it was himſe'f, or ſome he had {ent atics mo, 
in order for the Diſcovery he fo much defirxed. As tas 
Light drew nearer we found it proceeded from Torches, 
and Lindamine, putting out her Head, for I ha! 
Courage to examine no farther. Ah ! cried ſhe, I know 
not which of us is purſued, bat here are three Men on 
full Gallop toward us. How far off are they, 
ſaid I, ſcarce able to ſpeal: Not two Piſtol Shot, 
replied the Steward In the Name of God, cried 
I. quite beſides myſelf, order the Poſtilion to ſtop that I 
may get out am certain that I am the Perſon whom 
theſe Men ſeek, and more thin my Life depends on 
avoiding them [the Darl:neſs of the Night may 
conceal me behind ſome of theſe Phickets. Both Lin- 
damine, and her Steward would have diſuaded me 
from alighting ; but the Terror I was in of falling into 
the old Marquis's Hands, made me reſolute to hazard every 
tiing rather than that; fo they were obliged to 
comply. Our Horſes ftop'd, and neither Liada 
nine, nor mylelſ being able to get the Door open, 
the Steward was obliged to alight, which took up ia 
much Time, that thole I endeavoured to avoid had ti: 
Opportunity of coming up with us, and {urrounding u- 
Jull as I was flepping out. By the Light of the Tg 
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dying as I was with my Apprehenſions, I diſcerned 
Saint Fal, putting me gently back into my Place 
His Face was as pale as Death, and when he endeavour- 
ed to ſpeak, his Voice quite forſvok him; it ſeemed to 
me as if this inforced Silence was occaſioned by want of 
Breath with hard Riding, but as he afterwards informed 
me, it proceeded from a ſurprize of Joy at having over- 
talten me. His Valet de Chambre, enraged at the Trick 
J had put upon him, well ſupplied his Maſter's Deficiency 
of Speech, and perhaps imagining that after what I had 
done, he intended to reproach me ; Really, Madam, 
iid he, in an inſulting Tone, you make a fine return to 
tie Civilities my Lord has treated you with, and if * 
were in his Place Be ſilent, cried the Count, 
having now recovered herſelf, what Complaiſance I 
have hen to this Lady is infnitely bencath what her 
Merit demands from all the Word I have ro 
manner of Right to controll her Inclinations, or Actions, 
and if I oppoſe her Inteations at this Time, it is only 
E:cauſe her own Intereſt requires the ſhould act otherwiſe 
71:n at preſeut perhaps ſhe is ſenſible of. After ſaying 
inis he drew nearer to the Chaiie, and made a great 
any gallant Apologies, both for having given me any 
nn, and for interrupting my Jourzey, Concluding 
vi u ing he would give me ſuch Reaſons for what he 
<1, that he was certain I ſhould myſclf approve of his 
Cor uct. .1 was fo much ſurprized at his Behaviour, and 
the Reſpect he paid me, after the manner in which I 
nad abated the Confidence he repoſed in me, that I was 
„hee incapable of making any reply to what he ſaid; 
bt thy my Jongue was ſilent, my Thoughts were not 
Alive, and I piefent'y calt about for ſoumctihing to al- 
elde in my Vindication 3 the having been thrown into 
iu Comp vet the old Marquis appeared to me a very 
Featbs Piotenco, and I did not fail afterwards to make 
tc FICPer Cie. of ie. 

ne Count then a.lerefied himſelf to Lindamize, and 
nend of uphraidirg her v..tt having contributed to my 
pe, laid the moſt polite Ihings imaginable to her; 


en hearing WC intended to take Reſuge in a Mo- 
natlry 
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na try, praiſed our Prudence; and aff ire the fair Pil. 
grim, that to repair the Mlisfortune of being deprived of 
ſo agrecal e a Companion as myſelf, he would fre. quentiy 
wait on her Limfelf, and biirg her News of me, a. 
ſoon as he had ſettled me in a convenient Place. 

While he was entertaining us 1a this Manner, a Ser- 
vant rode up to him, and teld RU, he ſaw the Chaiſe 
coming; cn which Morficur de Cant Fol informed me, 
that gueſſing by the Time ne honed 1 had leit the len. 
that ne ſhvu'd overtake me he had ordered the Groom: 
to get it ready and fend it after him. A Trennt jan ha 
ſaid, he was re; Joyced 0 have taken, becauſe by this 
means it prev ented n my Interruption of [.7- dar this 
Journey. I found by his Ditcourſe that it was by the 
Holiller, who had opened the Door tor us, hat ts v. WAS 
informed of our Pepartue, and the Row we wm! ode 
to take, hing oyerkerd ile Direction g via by ths 

J | teward to the Poninion: Nlich ton od mech 
tte Uorendance thers i: on the Sce:zey of ſerch Scrt of 
Pernpie. I alto ſoun al the bis return! 2 £5 th e Inn was 
h iy ow ny tothe vet de Chun. PA going t) Fen- 
fall. s, Wes De hn? that I clfow aid, that the 
Piigriai ane oo 4 rome ſine Conriiane: together, 
which mi. the nehm of vr... v2: extremely im- 
patient t a0. EIN 125 020475 52 the Iun, he had met 
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Reſpect, and then commanded the Poſtilion to drive 
on. 

I now began as well to excuſe my Flight, as to know 
whether he had ſeen the old Marquis, to relate the 
Adventure which had befallen me; but never was Sur- 
Prize greater than that which this little Narrative threw 
him into————Good God, cried he, my Uncle at the 
{ame Inn with you————you in his Company, and 
treated by him in that manner — Why, ſaid I, 
did you hear nothing of his being there at your Arrival ! 
not a Syllable, anſwered he, nor is it to be wondered at, 
all the Family were in Bed, except the Perſon, who was 
in the Secret of your Departure ; which after he had in- 
formed me of, I was in too much Confuſion, and had 
too much Impatience to follow you to aſk him any 
Queſtions, ſo only changed Horſes for the more Expe- 
dition, and gave him Orders to ſerd my Chaiſe after me, 
the Moment he could get it ready How fortu- 
nate for me was it, added he, that the Marquis knew 
nothing of my being there the unexpected Sight 
of him would have involved me in little leſs Perplexity 
that yourſelf, unprepared as I was to give him any Ac- 
count how I had diſpoſed of you. 

He then made me repeat all the Marquis had faid to 
me Word for Word, as near as I could remember, and 
aſter I had finiſhed, confeſſed that after ſuch an Accident 
he could not be ſurprized, that I had formed a Reſolution 
cf taking Shelter in a Monaſtry during my own Pleaſure, 
lince the Neceſſity of my Affairs made it ſeem the only 
way to prevent my being ſecured in one for ever, by the 
cruel Will of another. And I am we'l paid, beautiful 
Feanetta, added he, for all the Pains your Flight occa- 
noned me, in being informed by your own Mouth, that 
i: was not any Averſion you had taken to me, or to 
Puniſh any Offence I had given you, that you quitted 
tie Inn in that clandeſtine manner. I replied to this 
Compliment in the moſt obliging Phraſes I was Miſtreſs 
cf, and told him that I ſhould always perfer the Honour 
cf his Friendſhip too much to do any thing which 
might juſtly forfeit it, and that I valued myſelt highly 

| on 
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on the Civilities I had received from him. Ah 
Heavens! ccied he, what Savage is there of the Race of 
Men, that could behave otherwiſe to a Woman ſo every 
way adorable | all that I beg you to believe, iz, 
that I am not only truly ſenſible of your Merits, but 
that allo they have inſpired me with Sentiments, that 
muſt always influence me to ſerve you, even againſt the 
Intereſt of that Paſſion, Beauty like yours cannot fail 
of Kindling in the Soul Never, therefore, moit 
lovely Feanetta, be under any Apprehenſions from me! 
Look not on me as one, who would obſtruct your ſecret 
Inclinations——— I give you my ſolemn Promiſe, nay, 
will confirm it by any Oath, you yourſcelt ſhall invent 
molt binding; that, notwithitanding the fervent Affec- 
tion I have for you, I will rather promote, than any 
way be an Impediment to your Happineſs, with the 
Man you love II am ſenfible I know you too 
lIate—your Heart was pre-engaged, and to one, Who, 
if any Man can do fo, delerves the Eileem you have 
for him, therefore may you both be bleſs'd, and I doubt 
not but time will render you ſo. All I entreat 1s 
that, you will never forbid me your Society. Be aſture:!, 
charming Feanctta, that unruly Paſſions have no Do- 
minion over me my Heart allows itſelf no Hefires, 
but of ſeeing and admiring you— ——ſhould it ever 
exceed thoſe. Bounds, 1 have too much Pelicacy, not to 
check the inordinate Sal lies, and if nothing leis wou'd 
do it, would tear myſelf forever from your Prefence— 
you ſhouid have no need to baniſh me, I would hid: my- 
{elf in the Boſom of Virtue, and be a voluntary E:.i.c, 
rather than give you the leaſt Diſturbance. 

Such ſtrong Aſſurances of a diſintereſted Friendſſip. 
had a right to touch my Soul, nor could my dear Mluc— 
quis, to whom I have ſince confeſt what I felt on that 
Occaſion, b'ame me for being greatly aſtected with 
them; I told him that if what he now ſaid was ſincere, 
as I had no Reaſon to doubt, I ſhould conſider him as 
the moſt generous Man on Earth, and ſhould make a 
ſuitable Return, which was all that Fiiendſhip, exclu- 
five of Love, could beſtow ; he anſweied, it was all he 
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de ſired, and whenever he aſæcd more, wou!d not com- 
plain if I treated him wich the utmoſt Dudan and Re- 
t ment. 

From this we fell into Diſcourſe on the old Niarquis; 
told the Count, that I much feared when once re cunc 
to und I had rot been ſecured according to Li; Orders, 
that he would make ſuch ſtrict Enquiry after me, that it 
would be impaſſible for me to avoid his ſearch, Make 
yourtelf eaſy, Cear Madam, on tliat ſcore, replied he, 
ue | have ordered Things, you will be much ſaſer at Ver- 
Jet 15 tan eliev here. The Perſon with whom you are 
to lege, ſuꝑ poſes you to be a M idow cf an Officer, and 
conie to ſollicit a Per ſion, and tlie Name I have invented 
zor you is the Counte's de Rocher, fo can give no true 
I:rtormat on of you, ſhould the he inclined to talk of your 
Airs: No ilace can be fo proper as the Court to 
icreen you from too curious Ci ervers: Every cne 
uo Cc: mes there, is taken up with his oven Concerns, 
and there are every Day !o many Strangeis, that wün- 
but amhing eit the Buſinseſs of one*s Lt, one cannot poſſi- 
b'v dive into tat of all whofiequent it Strangers 
als there {or what they pleue, ard 1 have known 
tome tuat huve elablnn'd themielies under pretenced 
ines, ard tacir Poſterity have ſuecceded to them. 
As to your ex in part! icalar, ail who behave wal kave 
a right to be eſicemed, and are never mo:eited, unleis 
it be with the too great Devoirs of ours. 

Well, my Lord, faid I, fo far 1 an ſatisfied, ard 
what you have been ſo good to contrive for me, has in- 
deed the Appearance of ſhielding .me from the Danger, 
1 ſo much dreaded of the Marquis de L- 4 ; 
but pray my Lord, as you have ma'e me a Woman of 
Quality, by vchat means am I to ſupport myſelf as ſuen? 
You know I have no Income, that a capricious 
Turn cf Fortune took me from an humble tho' innocent 
Condition, and has leſt me in one altogether uncertain, 
without any means of ſubſiſting Yet would I a 
thouſand Time. rather prefer being reduced to my ori- 
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ginal Meanneſs, than ſhine out in all the Pomp of Crau 
deur at the Ixpence of my Reputation. 

I ſhould not have given you Time for theſe Reflections, 
ſaid the generous Count interrupting me, but for the 
Pleaſure I take in hearing you. Ah! beautifnl 7 canz7ta, 
how worthy of that heavenly Form is the Soul that dwell- 
init ! How does your Way of thinking make one forget 
the lownels of your Extraction ? Birth! What is, 
Birth, when not ennobled by ſuch Qualities as yours ? 
What Advantage does it really give us, if we act not up to 
it? In my Opinion the Son of a Duke belyes his Orig! 
nal, when he behaves like a Peaſant ; and the Pala 
who acts with Honour, which is no more than Honc::r, 
is in Eſtect the great Man, No, ro, he that proc 


himſelf only on his Deſcent, muſt be inſignincant ihn 


ſince he has Recourſe to what was done betore he had Ja 
iſtence, and may juſtly be ſaid, to adorn himſelf with the 
Aſhes of his Forcf:ther: if you, mot charity 
Jeanella, were not born in high Lite, your M irtue ent, 
you to live in it, and depend upon ic vou wil always Gu 
10. But how, cricd 1? you will ſhortiy tec, 3epiicu hes 
Alas, reſumed I, with ſome Emotion, but let the nenn 
of my tupport be kept ever fo much a ſecret fran tue 
World, {till ſhall know it myſelf and to be cb- 
lig'd for a Maintenance—— 

Obliged, Xladam, interrupted Salut Tal, not in the 
leaſt, true Xlerit lays a Lax upon a worthy ME: 1, 418 
tae Law every Man of Ifen zur oucht to lay on him, 
to iclieve \ irtue in Dillre': Vice is to ©! :1 
maintain'd by the vicious, ought nat Virtue to fnd tie 
ſame Encouragement from its Lovers ? 

By Arguments like tteiethe Count attempted to remove 


my Scruples, but all his Wit and Eloquence, bot not. 


which he was XAfatller of in a very high Degree, were not 
luſ:cient to cenvince me, that receiving bavours of the 
fort ne mentioned, from a Perlon of a contrary Sex, vis 
not intirely inconſiſtent with Honour I told him, tur 
not all the Neceſſities I was reduced to, could eve i 
dangerous a Step; but alas. I mutt here again const riy 
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Fault, I ſaid all this, but did not enough perſiſt in it as I 
ſnould have done: I ought to have deſired he would ex- 
ecute the Commiſſion given him by his Uncle, and con- 
fined me in a Monaſtery, rather than thus have expoſed 
my Innocence; I know the Duty I owed to myſelf, yet 
did but half diſcharge it————1 was determined to pre- 
ſerve my Virtue, yet ſuffer'd myſelf to fall into Tempta- 
tions, Which Providence alone enabled me to withſtand 
How few are theie that are ſo happy to eſcape, there- 
tore let all my dex heware how they too much depend on 
their own Strength, a triſlihyg Circumſtance {ormctimes 
compicats their Kuin real Virtue 1s moſt ſecure in 
Dificence and Humility, they are our ſureſt Guard, and 
cur conkant Leſſon fhou!d Le to fear ourſelves this 
I: udavle 'Iimidity is the ſureſt Way to Victory, and makes 
us triumph over the molt dangerous Aſſaults of Vice. 
lad theſe Reflections when I arrived at Ferſailcs ; 
how ſcon vere they ſwailowed up in Ideas of a different 
Nature! t was then paſt r.ine a Clock, the Sun ſhone 
Erigl.t upen tle Palace, and afforded me tLe moit gorgecus 
Sight Lever Lad beheld my Tranſport at the Mag- 
nitcence aud Granceur which now ſtruck my tight, was 
jo creat, that J for: ot every Thing befide, even my ſelf. 
Saint Jul icaring I was giving way to thoſe Meditations, 
which ſeemed tle Conſequence of my preceding Diſ- 
Couric, aſked me with an Air of Concern the Occaſion 
ct my silence. We were then at the End ct the grand 
Alley, and juſt going to turn off to the left Ah! my 
Lore, cried 1, do nct diſturb me in the Contemplation of 
this delightful Proſpect. Ihe Count now perceiving the 
Cauſe ct iy Reſvery, aſk'd my Pardon, and told me I 
ccu d not give a greater Proof of the Exquiſiteneſs of my 
alle, then in admiring the Beauties of this Palace; and 
then ordered the Pollilien to ſtop, that I might have the 
better Oppertunity of viewing it. I gazed with ſo much 
Attention, that as Monſieur de Saint Fal afterward told 
pie, I ſeem'd to devour it with my Eyes indeed 
my £dmiraticn was ſo great, that I could no otherwiſe 
excels it, then by the Eagerneſs with which I ms my 
ea 
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Head from one Side to the other, endeavouring as it were 
to enlarge my Sight, to take in at once all the Magnifi- 
cence of the ſeveral Parts, and aſking a thouſand Queſtions 
without giving him Time to anſwer one of them. 

After I had a little recovered mylelf, from the firſt 
Tranſports of my Admiration, is it, ſaid J, at this glo- 
rious Edifice I am to lodge? He could not forbear ſmiling 
at my Simplicity, but reſtrain'd himſelf as much as pol- 
ſible, and told me that this was the King's Palace, and 
inhabited only by ſuch whole Rank or Employments 
placed them near his Perſon, of whom he gave me a 
Cita'ogue, which laſied till we came to the Orangerie 
Street, where the Chaiie ſlopping at a very large hand- 
fome Houſe ue were ſet dow n. 

A Gentlewoman ct about twenty, or five and tu enty, 
vo I ſoon found was the Miltreis, having been appriz'd 
by the Count's Valet de Chambre of the Time in which 
the mig hit expect us, attended cur coming at the Door; 
and received inz in a mott obliging manner, vaſuing her- 
leit very mech, as { toon found, on her Court Breeding. 
Gecd Heaven! ſaid ſhe turning to the Count, after havin 


ſaluted me, How cctremely young mult this Lady have 


been married -u hy ſhe is ſtill a perſect Child; but it is 
no Wonder with ſuch a Stock of Beauty; *twould nave 
been impoſſible to have long eſcap'd the perſecuting Sol- 
liciiations of your Sex and ſhe'il remain a Widow 
but a ſhort J'ime I dare engage. I could not keep my- 
{c:f from bluſhing at this Diſcourſe, and the obliging Se. 
Ful perceiving my Confuſion, put a flop to it by preſen- 
ting me his land, and conducting me g tay! large 
light Staircaſe to the Apartment had been taken for me, 

Ile tun at that Moment ſhone out extremely bright, 
and the Reflections of that glorivus Planet on tne Glaſſes 
and Gildings, with which the Rooms were ornamented, 
calt a prodigious Luſtre. 

I have more than once conſeſs'd, that my Heart was 
too liable to be taken with Splendor and Magnificence, 
aud I now gave a Proof of it, in feeling an infinite Satis- 
ſaction in the Finery of every Thing I taw about 23 
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all the Reflections which I had made on the Road, had 


now no Place in my Remembrance—the great Sconces, 
the Pictures, and the other rich Furniture engroſſed my 
whole Attention, and my former Apprehenſions were no 
more. The Count eaſily perceived how much I was 
dazzled with the gay Objects before me, and felt an in- 
ward Pleaſure, which fince he has made no Secret of, 
in finding his Stratagem ſucceeded : which was to ſtrike 
my Imagination at the ſirſt Entrance, and thereby ren- 
der the Place he had provided for me, agreeable kerenſter 
to me. He was certainly right in his judgment: The 
firlt Sight commonly makes a laiting Impreſſion, eſpeci- 
ally in things where the Senſes only are conſulted, for in 
thoſe where the Mind is cal!'d to Council, Time and Ex- 
perience of their real Worth alone can render dear. 

After I was put in Poſlefion of my Lodgings. and 
Madam De Geneval, for fo the Nliftte's of the Houle 
was called, retired ; the Count De Saint Fal, entreated 
I would endcavour to amuſe myſelf during the Time of 
his Abtence ; for, ſaid he, I think it will be proper for 
me to wait on the old Marquis De L 5 
this Morning, and if I do, cannot well avoid pafiing 
the whole Day with him. My fery 'Irial now 
comes on, continued he, I muſt invent the molt plaut- 
ble Story 1 can, concerning your making your Etcape 
from me; for ] cannot pretend to ſay I found you nct 
at Madam De CG s. 

Take care, my Lord, for Heaven ſake, cry'd T, 
what you ſay to him on this critical Point, your Unele 
ſeems to me to be a Perſon of the greate!t Penetration, 
and when you tell him that I made my Eſcape from 
you; and when he remembers the Meeting he had wich 
me at the Inn, the Precautions that were taken to con- 
ceal who I was, my Departure in the Night, and the 
Confuſion I was in, at his mentioning the Country Girl 
with ſo much Indignation ; will he not be apt to ſuſpect 
the very Perſon he hated, and order'd to be confined, 
was the ſame he entertain'd with ſo much Gallantry ? 
And ſhould he once take that in his Head, will he not 
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employ Spies to find me out? May not a thou- 
ſand Accidents, now I am lo very near him, throw me 
once more in his Way, and then I am loſt for ever. 
'The Civ:lities he treated me with, when known for what 
I am, will augment the Deteſtation he before had for 
me, and 1 muſt hope no Xlercy. | 

I have already given you my Word and Honour for 
your Protection, Madam, aniwer'd he, and will keep 
it in ſo ſtrict a Manner, as to lay down my Life, rather 
than ſuffer any Inſult ſhould be offer'd to you. I 
Lope what you apprehend, will be prevented by a 
prucent Management on both our Sides; but if not, 
cepcnd upon it, that the Force of my Uncle's Diſplea- 
ſure will fall on me. 

iy Lord, f2id , that is too much to think on 
cannot bear you bald ſuffer on my Account, and 
h, Madam, cry'd he, impatiently, what I have to 
te er from my Uncle, is little in Compariion with the 
\ pprcheniions of other much more affecting Its. 
is not the Rage of the Father, but the Amiabhleneß of 
„on, that looncy or later will deprive me of the Pica- 
ſure of obliging you; but, continued he, this is 
teo tender a Point to be agrecable to eitl.er of us; all 
i vaght to entertain you with, is the Readineſs with 
lich I mall ever fiy to exccute your leaſt Commands; 
and tlie perſect Intereſt I take in your Aſſairs, entirely 
excluiive of my own. Whatever I ſufer, mytclf 
alone {hall know, nor will Jever preſume to appear 
before you, When I cannot do it with an Air compoſed 
enough, not to cicate in you any Unealineſs. 

\y ith theſe Words, accompanied with a low Pow, 
he went out of the Room, caving me aſtoniſh'd at his 
Generol;tv, and fill of the moit grateful Sentiments 
for it. When he was gone, the Chambermaid, who had 
been hired to attend me, came up————ſhe appear'd to 
me to be upwards of Fifty, and doubtieſs was no leſs, 
for 1 eaſily peiceiv'd no Care had been omitted to con- 
ceal the Effects of Age. She had an inſinuating Air, 
and affected an Infinity of good Breeding ; but while ſhe 
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was making Abundance of Encomiums on my Beauty, 
and other Perfections, always found an Opportunity to 
introduce her own good Qualities, by way of Paren- 
theſis, Her Name was Brochan, Madam De Geneval 
ww a very high Character of her. —— |: ſeems ſhe 

ad lately quitted the Service of a Dutcheſs, and the 
Reaſon ſhe gave for it, was, that my Lord Duke's Se- 
cretary being violently enamoured with her, ſhe mult 
have run a great Riſque of loſing her Innocence, had ſhe 
continued there much longer. I could not help- ſmiling 
wichin myſelf at this Account; her Age, and the dil- 
agreeable Formality of her Behaviour, as well as the 
Plainneſs of her Face, I thought might have been a ſuf- 
ficient Security for her, againit all Dangers of that 
kind; but in ſome Days after, I found ſhe had the 
Weakneſs to perſuade heſelf, that ſhe had as many Ad- 
mirers as Beholders, and that it was utterly impollible 
for any Man to look on her with Indifference. Jo this 
Folly ſhe had another added, if poſſible. more ridicu- 
lous than the other, that of imagining ſhe was nobly 
born; and as ſhe was ſenſible every body knew her to be 
a Cook's Daughter, aſſerted very gravely, that ſhe had 
been chang'd at Nurſe. 

Madam De Geneval came up ſoon after this Waiting- 
Woman, and as I now happen to be in the Humour of 
drawing Pictures, cannot reſiſt giving my Reader hers. She 
had a very good Face, was tall, and well made, and had 
ſhe been leſs ſenſible of what ſhe owed: to Nature, had it 
in her Power to have been a very agreeable Companion; 
but Vanity and Affectation, render'd even her Wit, of 
which ſhe had a good Share, ſometimes tireſome to 
thoſe ſhe converſed with. With all this, ſhe was 
ſo paſſionately fond of hearing herſelf ſpeak, that ſte 
would ſcarce afford room for any other Perſon to utter 
a Word ; and of all the Topicks of Converſation was molt 
pleas'd with that, which gave her an Ox portunity of find- 
ing Fault with the Conduct of thoſe, wa were ſo unhap- 
Py as to come upon the Tapis; but as it was impoſſible 
for me at firſt Sight to diſcover this Foible in her Tem- 
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per. and ſne behaving to me in the moſt affectionate 
Manner, I could not help making her very ſincere Re- 
turns, accompanied with a little too much Confidence; 
the Conſequences of which ſhewed me, that a young 
Perſon cannot be too circumſpe& in their Behaviour be- 
fore new Acquaintance, and taught me by a dear 
bought Experience, to enforce as much as I am able 
this Precept to others. | 

Aſter a little Chat of ordinary things, Madam De 
Geneval and Brochan open'd a Cheſt of Drawers, ſee 
here, my Lady, ſaid the former, how much Care 1 
have taken of your Things ; Monſieur the Count De 
Saint Fal, gave me a ſtrict Charge concerning your 
Baggage, and as he gave me the Keys I open'd all your 
Trunks, and laid your Cloaths, as you may perceive, 
in as neat a manner, as if yourſelf had been preſent. 
As I took them out, I wrote an Account of 
every Particular, which I beg you'il look over 
I am certain you'll find all Right, for I would truſt no- 
body but myſelf. With theſe Words ſhe gave me a Pa- 
per, which I ſoon found was an Inventory of Wearing- 
Apparel, Bed and Table-Linnen fit for a Woman of my 
ſuppoſed Quality; as I knew not yet what the Count 
had provided for me, I excuſed myſelf from looking 
over either that, or the things, fearing to betray my Ig- 
norance ; and ſaid, that as I had come a great Journey, 
and travell'd hard, I would lie down ſome Hours and re- 
freſh my ſeif———hey agreed it would be beſt for me, 
and Madam De G:neval having wiſt'd me a good Re- 
poſe, quitted the Chamber, and ſoon aſter Madamoilelle 
Brochan, after laying my Pillows, and throwing a Co- 
verlet upon me, did the ſame, entreating I wou'd ring the 
Bell, the Moment I had any Commands for her. 

Though I had not been in Bed all Night, I was now 
in too great an Agitation of Mind to think of Sleep, 
and as ſoon as I found myſelf alone, I looked with 
Plenſure on the gay Objects, that preſented themſelves to 
my Eyes; the Beauty of the Paintings, the fine carved 
Work ct the Cabinets, kad a kind of TR in 
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them, and I could not reſiſt the Temptation of taking a 
nearer View of the Things, I was now in a manner 
Miſtreſs of; I got up and bolted the Door, that I might 
not be ſurpriz'd in my Curioſity, and then made a full 
Examination of the Furniture; after which I went to the 
Drawers, that 1 might fee in what Fein I was to bc 
dreit, and was quite traniported to find there Hab.ts cx- 
cellently well-fancied, and full as rich as thoſe 1 ld 
ſeen worn by the Counteſs De , or Madam 
De G „and much gayer than thoſe even of 
Madamoiſelle D* E/bieux. 

I will not pretend to give a falſe Gloſs to my way of 
thinking at that Time, in order to render my Character 
more perfe&t than it is in reality; and though I Lrow 1 
lay myſelf open to the Cenſures of thoſe of my Sex, 
who will not acknowledge they ever did amis; yet 1 
chule rather to ſuffer their Reflections, than that '['ruth 
fliould ſuffer by me. 

To ſpeak of things then as they were, had I exa- 
mined my Heart, I ſhou!d certainly have found it more 
taken up in thoſe ſirſt Moments, with the brilliant dün— 
ation I was in, than with the Murmurs and eigen- 
ſtrances of an interior Virtue. ————TlLere is a Wine 
Difference between arming one's ſelf againſt 'Thing: at a 
Diſtance, and encountering them when preſent ; 
we but faintly reje& what pleaſes us and is in our power : 
Many People, indeed, deſpiſe Riches in The- 
ory ; but we find few Examples of the Practice. | 

My Virtue, however, was not ſo far lul''d into a 
Lethargy, as not to make ſome Eſforts towards reſtra in- 
ing me from theſe Allurements; but then a fudden 
Thought came into my Head, that I ought to be well 
acquainted with what I was ſuppoſed to have purchased. 
What, ſaid I, to myſelf, when Prochon, gc- 
cording to the Cuſtom of Ladies Women, ſuall aſi me 
which Robe, or which Head-Dreſs I would pleaie to 
wear; would it not diſcover that I was only a kind of 
Tenant at Will to all this Pomp, if 1 could not readi'y 
order ſuch a thing, or ſuch a thing to be brought 
me? 
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Pre poſſeſſed with this Belicf, that the indulging my 
Curiolity was abſolutely neceſſary ; I open'd every little 
Drawer and Box, and though I had ſome little Checks 
at the beginning of this Employment, they ſoon were 


felt no more, on finding ſtill ſomething to attract new 
Admiration. 8 
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I. H E Busy-Bopy ; or Succts3:rvur Sry; 
being the entertaining Hijiory of Monſ. Bt- 
CAND, a Man infinitely Inquiſitive and Enterpriling, 
even to Raſhneſs; which unhappy Faculties neverthe- 
leſs, inſtead of ruining, raiſed him from the Hare Ob- 
ſecurity, to a moſt ſplendid Fortune; interſperſed with 
ſeveral humourous Stories. The whole containing great 


Variety of Adventures, equally in//rufive and diver- 
ting. 


IT. ANTI-PAMELA, or Feign'd Innocence de- 
tected, in a Series of SYRENA's Adventures: A Nar- 
rative which has really its Foundation in Truth and 
Nature; and at the ſame time that it agreeably enter- 
tains, with a vaſt Variety of ſurpriſing Incidents, arms 
againſt the frequent Miſchieſi ariſing from a too ſudden 
Admiration. Publiſh'd as a neceſſary Caution to all 
young Gentlemen. The Second Edition. 


Fatally fair they are, and in their Smiles 
The Graces, little Loves, and y1uns Defires inhabit ; 
But all that gaze upon them are undone ; 

For they are falſe, luxurious in their Appetites, 
And all the Heaven they hope for is Varicty. 
One Lover to another flill ſucceeds ; 
Another, and another after that, 
And the laſt Foal is welcome as the former ; 
Till having low d his Hour out, he gives his Place, 
Ard mingles with the Herd that went before him. 


Rowe'*s Fair Penitent. 


